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With Best Compliments
from

COMBILINE INDIAN AGENCY

BOMBAY

\.

With Best Compliments of

TAMILNADU DADHA PHARMACEUTICALS LIMITED
(A Joint Venture with TIDCO)

Regd. Office 260-262, Royapettah High Road
Madras-600 014.
Telephone : 8267815
Telegram : CISPLATIN, MADRAS
Telex : 41-7312 TDPL IN
Telefax . 8266441

Factory Dadhanagar, Madras-600 074.
Telephone 4828524, 4828537,

4828538 & 4828539

Telegram  : CISPLATIN, MADRAS
Telex 1 41-26066

Sales Depot

10, Jeypore Nagar,
Madras - 600 086.

Telephone : 8270656
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With Best Compliments
from

ESSAR GLASS WORKS (P) LTD

Manufacturers of Tubular
Products Made of USP

Type | In Amber & White i.e. Ampoules, Tubular Vials,
Screw Neck Vials for perfumeries and Attar & Dental
cardiages from 0.50 to 25 ml capagity.

Fact : 2B/6, Developed Plot
Ambattur Ind. Estate
Madras 600 058

Ph : 65 32 10

Office : 14 Haddows Road
Madras - 600 006.

Ph : 827 9517
Fax : 825 0014
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With Best Compliments

SRES

. Siddhars' Research
~Educational Society,

2/2, 2nd East 8t., Kamaraj Nagar,
Tiruvanmiyur, Madras-600 041.
Phone 4914119

(Astroiogy. Mantrics, Traditional Medicine,
Yoga, and Gnana Consultancy)
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With Best Compliments from

S. SESHADRI
15, llird Main Road,
R.P.C. 'ayout
Bangalore - 560 040.

V. GOPALASWAMY

19/1, Dr.Sanjeevy Street,
Mylapore,
Madras-600 004.
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5. Gu&aw HefGw - 14,25
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WIPENEVLI LLEHET - a5.30/ -
Guad HefiCu - 30/-
QzruemusGarfl - 30/-
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2EFoenls USILSD,
279 urrdl ereney,
FpeureliaCasmfl Cearenar-600 005.
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With the best Compliments of

JAYALAKSHMI
INDOLOGICAL
BOOK HOUSE

6, Appar Swamy Koil Street,
(Upstairs) (Opp. Sanskrit College)

Mylapore, Madras-4.

(All. Indological Books Under

One Roof)

R. KRISHNAMACHARI

Proprietor

Telephone (Res) 840276
(Off) 4990539 -
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HOMAGE TO A TITAN

S. Srinivasan (10.7.95)

The world of scholars owes a deep debt of
gratitude to Dr.U.V.Swaminatha Iyer for unearthing
and editing the great Tamil Classics, for his depth
of knowledge, wealth of learning and beauty of
thought and expression. Wherever Tamil is known
and spoken and Tamil scholarship is valued, the
name of Dr.Swaminatha Iyer is also known. He
is one among a few sons of India who made
himself immortal by his unparalleled contribution
to Tamil literature and learning.

What was the state of Tamil scholarship before
the advent of Dr.Swaminatha Iyer on the Tamil
stage? When the Tamil land had the misfortune
of losing all traces of its great classics called
Sangam works, and Major and Minor Kaavyaas,
this venerable scholar was able to dig out and
discover the lost treasures and to present to the
world excellent and authentic editions of these
ancient classics.

The challenge: A member of a Zameen family.

Salem Ramaswami Mudaliar, posted to Kumbako--

pam as Judicial Officer, met the Tamil Pandit
of the local .Government College, ridiculed his
paltry knowledge of all the medreval and modern
poetry, and asked him if he had really read any
ancient Tamil writing. He mentioned, for the first
time, in that great scholar’s hearing, ‘Jeevaka
Chintaamani’, ‘Manimekalai’, and ‘Silappadhikaa-
ram’. He handed him a copy of the first-named
work and dared him to master it and teach it
to him.

Thus was the ball set rolling. The ‘book’ was
a copy made on paper from a rare palql-le.:af
copy obtained by fluke from a poet’s family in
the Tirunelveli district paying thirty-five rupees
(equal at least to twenty times that figure in
these days). Thus was the scholar, Dr.lyer
challenged and inspired to take up as his life
mission the resuscitation, standardizanon' and
popularisation of all ancient poetry that lay hidden
in the nooks and corners of this country.

Our scholar was just 25 at that time. The rare
works he rescued, apart from what he edited
indefatigably over six decades, will keep other
scholars and researchers busy for many many
fruitful years to come.

The way the works were eased out: Just as
present day students discard their annual accumula-
tion of books and notebooks after the promotion
lists are put up, boys got rid of their packs of
palm-leaf exercise books by piling them up in
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toy chariots and in a hilarious mood dumped them
in rivers each year, regularly, on the eve of Vijaya
Dasami that marked a fresh commencement. To
heighten their spirits, the ignorant elders dutifully
added handfuls of other such bundles left in the
loft which was so much litter in the eyes of
those who had missed the family vocation of
learning and disseminating knowledge. Others,
more pious, chose a day for dipping them in
ghee and consigning them to the sacrificial fire
which was, for them the proper thing to do to
mark their reverence for the Goddess of Learning!

Only what has escaped fire and water and
religious taboo remains. Even of this, termites
and silver-fish called ‘Raama baanam’ took a
portion. The third element earth had its share.

Drlyer collected many manuscripts. When he
lifted a palm-leaf bundle and opened it, the edge
would break; when he untied a knot, the leaf
would crack; when he turned a leaf, it broke
in half; all old manuscripts were falling apart.
But to the great master, the collation of copies
and the recovery of some real gems in their
pristine purity was joy in compensation.

There were slips between the cup and the lip.
Dr. Iyer did see a copy of ‘Valayaapathi’ at the
Tiruvavaduthurai Aadheenam Library. When he
came back for it later, it could not be seen either
there or elsewhere.

The ‘goal’ was the thing: Setting aside all these
impediments, Dr.Iyer’s mind was set on presenting
ancient Tamil classics which are about 20 centuries
old. But for him, the bulk of the literature of
the Sangam Age might have perished beyond
recovery. He was solely responsible for giving
the Tamil language a new glow and flame; and
because of him, there was a renaissamce as it
were in the cultural and literary history of India.

Dr.lyer had edited and published 91 books on
different branches of literature. Among these are
the great Sangam works, three out of the five
Major Kaavyaas, Sthala Puraanas, Prabhandams,
etc. He was, really speaking a ‘One-Man's-Writers
Association’ who could produce a hundred books
in a life time!

Drlyer was prompted by an insatiable thirst

* for the discovery of manuscripts of ancient works

in Tamil; and he completely devoted himself to
the self-imposed task. At the time of his passing
away he was able to bequeath to the world of



Tamil scholarship a treasure of immeasurable value
- about 3,070 manuscripts - on palm-leaf and
paper of literary works of a unique nature. He
has, in addition, left valuable notes on the results
of his studies on them. Many works he had himself
edited with introduction, critical notes, indices,
etc. have been greatly appreciated because the

blazed an original trail and also because of their
exhaustiveness, thoroughness and research value.

Gratitude to a Bewnefactor: We learn with
pleasure, how his goodness and gentleness,
inherited from a line of ancestors, supplemented
by the culture bred by association with great
scholars and god-fearing men, shaped him into
the man that he became, one who loved God
and Tamil and all his fellowmen with an almost
equal love and regard.

The Government conferred on him the title of
Mahamahopadhyaaya (a great and venerable scholar
and teacher). The University of Madras conferred
a Doctorate on him; and the Tamil people erected
a full-size statue for him at the Presidency College
premises where he taught Tamil for years.

They endearingly called him ‘Thamizh Thaaththa’
- the Grand Old Man of Tamil - showing both
their regard and affection for him. With an equal
solicitute and greatfulness, he had returned all
this kindness manyfold by the number of great
works, of the first quality he had created and
made available to the Tamils now and for ever.

The valuable treasure of works and manuscripts
left behind by Drlyer was handed over as a
gift by his son Sri Kalyana Svundara Iyer to Srimathi
Rukmini Devi, President of the Kalakshetra. She
generously agreed to house and maintain them
and  established the  Mahamahopadhyaaya
Dr.U.V.Swaminatha Iyer Library on the S5th of
July 1943.

The ever gratetful and generous Tamil public,
in appreciation of the total dedication and the
Himalayan labours of this great savant, have again
come forward to put up a bust of this Titan
in the Library campus. His memory is, thus, again
sought to be perpetuated in bronze.

To such a person we bow.

SBEHIYEG Goerrunrs Coullprammpd
Ly EsCurg Le  obughEd Heopg
WOGMGE  STLIGQID  DAQWINTES

Aeouugleryupd SimbUSamFYD ,

sl rmbsAurarisEréEs Aaovudarmd Qe 2 g6l 0seD, ApBas. soLssks
sTOsms APlusHE pEHw sryanors GomLug 215G, @pHEa L Dwsss bl pr_ss
silifien Ao uEdsmar YL WAL uRBSED anpsans Qeuafiiu
Qome. @z prar @ YD FLBF sang G
5 Udu e wssdn@s Osepg Cureg Csramflug.
LT Y, (T P
Serellpbser. Qosssllp, pross sBpsmay uphl wHrn
Ueldsafie - Lo SiquTiéE BowTT QL Qéms aaC
Hesdl assmen smasd assmar CHGardrad

faotudsrrsfie ey auydar S UTTEES Boont 19Hsra

@ 2.®F EHEG L aw(d. ey SHOUSDT TRIGLEG
TREUSNE Juaumbugeiey Quilgib g emar Qeaigs. ey

Bsfs Qaram® oflarmigbd

2flbs  Qsraresnd  Qsise
Qésrasfod oifibgQsrerenb
D Gsrde Couarr@ib. T S SeneT

SSeul. Sauir 2 anra ey
. SwriEE port o ey
L] erafian &@&ugmmguﬁ]m

—gﬁunanfrsdr

74




THE MAHAMAHOPADYAYA

M.Srinivasan

It was the year I went to Madras as a delegate
of the Bharathi Tamil Sangham to the Second
International Tamil Conference. One evening the
delegates were taken to Tiruvanmiyoor to a
programme at Kalakshetra. We were also taken
to the Dr.U.V.Swaminatha Iyer Library, where we
were told there was a unique exhibition. I can
never forget my experience of the evening. Even
as I entered the exhibition-rooms, I saw before
me rows of manuscripts written on palm leaves.
A few were good, clear and complete but most
of them were badly damaged, some on the edges,
some partially moth-eaten and some absolutely
unreadable. They were all very old and some,
as I learnt later, were centuries old. The manuscripts
were neatly arranged and tagged. I read the tags
with interest and found that they were the
manuscripts of different Tamil classics and these
were the actual materials used by Dr.Swaminatha
Iyer in editing and publishing the priceless Tamil
classics. Sri K.V.Jagannathan, the well-known editor
of Kalaimagal and a student of Dr.Swaminatha
Iyer was in the hall explaining the exhibits. But
nothing of what he was explaining entered my
mind. 1 was so much moved by the sight of
those moth-eaten materials and tears welled up
in my eyes, when I thought of the loving and
painstaking labour of the great savant and his
indomitable courage and steadfast devotion to
Tamil, that alone made his task possible. It was
Dr.Swaminatha lyer indeed, who gave us back
Tamil in all its splendour by his tireless and
diligent searches in the attics and cellars of the
Tamil homes all over Tamilnad. And when one
learns that the only mode of tramsport during
the last century was by bullock-carts, one can
realise his strength of character and self-confidence.
No amount of reading about him would bave
brought out with such force, a correct idea about
the stupendous task undertaken by Swamma.tha
Iyer as the sight of those moth-eaten manuscripts
on which he worked. His name and work need
to be recorded in letters of gold.

In one of his essays, he speaks about his
purpose in life:

“My life’'s purpose is mostly connected with
Tamil. The Tamil works must be studied in depth.
The truth reveals itself only after repeated study.
What appears to be difficult at first, ultimately
becomes clear. One should deligently study the
beauties of the lines and also their meaning. Then
one should write and talk about them for the

benefit of others.

75

The old works should be studied very carefully
and correctly interpreted. We should not make
our own interpretation of anything which is not
clear. We must preserve such works. We should
not impose any new meaning. We should not
dub any work as faulty of construction or meaning,
simply because we are unable to make sense
out of it.

It is necessary to study under true scholars,
then meditate on the texts and try to teach others
too. There is no greater service than that. We
should ever continue our studies.

Any work under-taken should be examined
thoroughly over a period of time and should be
well executed. And if some one decries our work,
we should not pay any heed to it. When we
undertake and execute any work with sincerity
and purity of heart, we are sure to succeed by
the grace of God. Qur work should be known
by the result and not by self-praise.

To forget the faults of others and not to publicise
them will do us good. Even the smallest help
from others should be remembered with gratitude.
In fact, it is the sense of gratitude that makes
man really human.”

A study of the life of Swaminatha Iyer confirms
that he was true to his words in all that he
undertook to do through-out his life.

Sri Swaminatha Iyer’s life can be broadly divided
into three parts, according to Sri K.V.Jagannathan
— his studentship under different teachers upto
1871, his studentship under Mahavidwan Meena-
kshisundaram Pillai from 1871 to 1876 and then
his years at Kumbakonam and Madras and his
editing and publishing of ancient Tamil classics.

Swaminatha Iyer was born in 1855 at Uttamada-
papuram in the Tanjavore District and had his
early education at the village school. He learnt
his Tamil first from his father and then from
a few others till the age of sixteen, when he
met and became the disciple of Mahavidwan
Meenakshisundaram Pillai. His association with the
Mahavidwan gave the young Swaminathan a unique
insight into the study of Tamil and especially
the world of Tamil poetry. The teacher and the
taught were bound by the great love of Tamil
and also by the worthiness of each other. This
however, was shortlived as Mahavidwan Meena-
kshisundaram Pillai died in 1876. Swaminathan
continued his studies under the head of the
Thiruvavaduthurai Mutt.



Shri Subramania Desikar who was a great patron
of learning; was the head of the Thiruvavaduthurai
Mutt in those days. He was a descendant of
Tirikudarajappa Kavirayar and was proficient in
Tamil and Sanskrit. He was much impressed by
the scholarship as well as by the many endearing
qualities of Swaminathan and so kept him in his
court for a few years. In 1880 the post of a
lecturer in Tamil fell vacant in the Government
College at Kumbakonam and by the good offices
of Vidwan Thiagaraja Chettiar, the then-lecturer
and also a student of Mahavidwan Meenakshisunda-
ram Pillai, Swaminatha Iyer was appointed to that
post.

Sri Swaminatha Iyer came to Madras in 1903
on transfer to the Presidency College, which he
served till his retirement in 1919. He also served
as Principal of the Minakshi Tamil College of
Chidambaram from 1924 to 1927. During the
Second World War, Swaminatha Iyer setled at
Tiru kazhu kunram, where he died on 28th April,
1942 at the ripe old age of 87, mourned by
his students and by a grateful Tamil public for
all that he did for Tamil.

Swaminatha Iyer’s fame rests mainly on the
editing and publishing of ancient Tamil classics.
It was a chance meeting with one Ramaswami
Mudaliar of Salem, who came to Kumbakonam
as the Munsif. Swaminatha Iyer writes about this
encounter thus:-

*“A friendly providence took me to Sri Ramaswa-
mi Mudaliar. His friendship opened a new field
in my life. T could realise the extent of Tamil
literature. For one, content with Anthathi, Kalamba-
kam, Pillai-Thamizh, Ula and Kovai and the
Sthala-Puranas, his association enabled me to enjoy
the natural beauty of the great and ageless Tamil
classics and also to carry such delights to others.”

Ramaswami Mudaliar wished that Swaminatha
Iyer should teach him Jivaka Chintamani. When
Iyer agreed, he had to learn it himself. Then
he realised the antiquity and vastness of Tamil
literature, as he struggled with the available
commentaries and stray references contained in
the work. There were references to many other
works which he had to go through and some
of them were not readily available. The other
difficulty was that there were variations in the
texts, which were mostly written on palm leaves
and passed on from father to son for many
generations and sometimes for many centuries.
When copies were made, occasionally errors crept
in or as was not infrequent the writing was illegible
or overwritten or moth-eaten and the scribe used
to take libertiez with a word or two here and
there. Sometimes there were interpolations too.

This was what launched him on his life’s mission
of editing and bringing out correct and clear versions
of ancient texts. It was on 21st October, 1880
that Swaminatha Iyer met Ramaswami Mudaliar
and it took nearly seven years to edit and print
Jivaka Chintamani. During these seven years, he
collected 23 copies of the texts from different
sources, met hundreds of scholars, learnt Jainism
in detail and also went through other ancient classics
and then only he had the courage to publish
the work. From then om, it was a continuous
work of editing and publishing. He brought out
Pathu Paattu (The Ten Idylls), Silappadikaram (The
Lay of the Anklet), Purananooru and Manimekalai,
in quick succession within the next ten years.

The hurdles he faced read like legends and
Iyer himself has recorded his Odessy. He used
to travel to the remotest corners of Tamilnad
mostly by bullock-carts and sometimes even on
foot, if he learnt of the possibility of recovering
a palm-leaf text, which he badly needed. Often
such efforts were futile because he might mnot
find what he wanted in the heaps produced or
they were damaged or illegible. Sometimes the
ignorant owners were unfriendly or haughty and
made his mission useless, But he was undaunted
and carried on his lone crusade with faith in
God and great sincerity. In an article Swaminatha
Iyer has narrated his experiences in Tirunelveli
:and Alwar-Thirunagari, where on a moon-lit night,

he could lovingly glance at a manuscript containing
seven out of Ten Idylls.

'Swaminatha Iyer's work continued almost till
his death in 1942. An alien Government honoured
him with the highest title of ‘Mahamahopadyaya’
in 1906 and the University of Madras conferred
a Doqtorate on him in 1932. He was also conferred
the title of Dakshinadya Kalanidhi. More than
anything else, the grateful Tamils named him “Tamil
Thatha’ (The Grand oldman of Tamil),

Swaminatha Iyer edited besides the Tamil

classics, the following works: Kavyas-2, Pura-

nas-13, Short Prabhandas-42 and works of
Grammer-4.

After retirement, at the request of friends, he

started wr.iting. his memoirs and they have been
pubhsl}ed In eight volumes, besides a monumental
auto-biography

; - He started writing this auto-biogra-
phy in tpe Anandavikatan from January, 1940
and continued it till his death in April 1942,
covering oply 44 years of his eventful life. Apart
frpm details of his life, the book serves as a
window on the life of the Tamils in the fast
century dealing with the Zamindars, the Mutts,

their.Courts, the village life, the customs and
practices.
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The Mahamahopadyaya also wrote lovingly of
some of the great men of his times like
Gopalakrishna Bharati, the celebrated author of
Nandanar Charittira Kirtanaikal, Ganam Krishna
Iyer and the great musician Maha Vaidyanatha
Iyer. He also wrote short essays on Justice Mani
Iyer, V. Krishnaswami Iyer, Poondi Aranganatha
Mudaliar, Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan, the great
composers Muthuswami Dikshitar and papanasa
Mudaliar. He has also written on ordinary people
but men of great character like Thasil Anantharama
Iyer, who fined his mother for a technical offence
of plucking a few drum-sticks from a neighbour’s
tree and also of Sankarabaranam Narasier, who
at a time of need, pawed his beloved raga
Sankarabarana and never played it till he repaid
his dues. He wrote too on various towns like
Kumbakonam, Udayarpalayam, Ariyalur, Tiruma-
lairayan pattinam, which give us a wealth of
information on his times.

He wrote in a simple and lucid style and
occasionally used Sanskrit words. His object was
to convey his ideas and not his scholarship in
Tamil. Here is a simple description of his village:

“This, then, is our native village. There is ofcourse
a lot of changes between the present-day Uttamada-
napuram and what I call as ‘our village’. What

is in my mind is the village of my early days.
Then there were no such conveniences, that are
available to-day. There were no roads, no shops,
no officials and no noise of the Railways. And
yet there was beauty; there was quiet. People
were contended; they were devoted to God. Their
faces glowed with happiness and their homes were
prosperous’.

The Mahamahopadyaya wanted Tamil to develop
without losing its moorings, its great heritage and
traditional, values. He greatly admired Subramania
Bharati’s writings. He termed Bharati’s poetry as
belonging to the Kshira Baga (the milk-lie variety),
which is easy of understanding by all. About
Bharati’s prose, he says that it is made up of
terse and simple words couched in a lucid style.

Perhaps the most outstandiag quality of Dr.lyer
was his sense of gratitude. It is surprising how
he acknowledges even a simple help he received
from others. His books on Mahavidwan Meenakshi-
sundaram Pillai and his senior Thyagaraja Chettiar
are full of such feelings.

Rajaji likened him to a tireless bee and to
Vedavyasa. And Bharati composed a poem on
him on the conferment of Mahamahopadyaya in
1906, wherein he said that Swaminatha Iyer’s
name will be glorified as long as the Tamil language
lives. What more can be said of him?
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Dr. Swaminatha Aiyar,
Editor and Writer
FRANCIS MORAES, M.Litt. (Tamil Culture, 1955)

DR.SWAMINATHA AIYAR died on April 28,
1942, at Thirukkalukundram near madras, at the
ripe age of eighty after spending some six
decades entirely in the service of Tamil. In the
last years of his life he came to occupy in Tamil
circles a position somewhat similar to that of
Johnson in the England of the eighteenth century.
His word carried great authority with Tamil
writers. An outsider will find it difficult to explain
the Doctor’s great influence merely on the ground
of his literary labours. The editing of the old
classics along with a few prose works marked,
by not much originality of thought, is, it would
seem, an insufficient explanation of the almost
unchailenged power he exercised towards the
end of his fife. The following pages will make
an attempt to answer this guestion.

Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar’s main work for Tamil
is his restoration of its ancient classics. On this
rests his chief ¢laim to the remembrance and
gratitude of posterity. These inestimable works,
chiefly The Sangam Literature and The Five
Great Epics' were indeed known to exist. But
about the middle of the last century they had
long ceased to be read, and their memory was
fast fading away. Pundits were expounding to
their students the verbal jugglery of the
Sthalapuranams and prabandams of yesterday,
but these gems of Tamil poetry, hailing from the
first centuries of the Christian era, were little
more than names to them. Often the very names
were not known. These classics were to be found
in palm-leaf manuscripts among the ancestral
possessions of a few pundits. Little known and
cared for, ill-protected against the ravages of
time and climate, they were slowly mouldering
away in the lofts of some village homesteads.
About the early eighties not a single one of them
had been published. Even scholars like Caldwell

and Pope were acquainted with few of them
besides Chinthamani.

About the.year 1884, while working as a
Tamil Pundit in the Government College,
Kumbakonam, Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar began on
the suggestion of a friend the study of
Chinthamani. 1t was a new experience for him.
He threw himself whole-heartedly into the study
of the ancient classics. Thus began what proved
to be his life-work. He described in vivid language
his wanderings up and down the Tamil country
in search of old manuscripts:

“Many were the hardships | suffered
in my quest of manuscripts. Some people
remaining within doors would send me away
saying they were not at home. Others would
make me wander much before giving them.
Others still would fend them after long and
repeated requests backed by sureties. Some
treated me with scant courtesy. The mother
{forgets the pangs of childbirth as soon as
she sees the child. In like manner ! would
forget as soon as | got a manuscript all the
sufferings | had undergone in securing it; my
mind would experience an intense joy"3.

It was a work of great hardship and infinite
patience, and meant, besides, a heavy drain upon
his slender resources. Himself not a person of
easy circumstances, he had often to look up to
friends and patrons to defray the expenses
involved. He scoured the land during his
vacations, reaching the remotest villages in
bullock-cart or on foot, searching from house to
house and esteeming himself well-rewarded if he
could secure a single worn-out manuscript or but
a portion of one. The apathy of the Tamil public
was no encouragement in the work. A few
enlightened friends helped him. Yet it was a
Herculean task, and without his persevering

1, Under the name

“The Sangam Literature’ are grouped the Eight Anthologies, The Ten Songs and the Eighteen

Short Poems. Together with the Five Great Epics they form an imposing volume.
9. Chinthamani, one of the Five Great Epics, is a brilliant romantic poem written in the grand style.

3. Nalluraikovai lI: “! know not sthl”
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courage and unshakable devotion he would not
have succeeded. The finding of these manuscripts
was arduous enough. To prepare them for
publication was still more so. The difficulties
usual in getting into print a palm-leaf manuscript
were increased a hundredfold in the case of
these Tamil scripts. Written often in -an illegible
hand, bristling with copyists’ errors, without any
mark of punctuation, the quantity of the vowels
left to be inferred from the sense, the verses
running into one another, these manuscripts
offered insuperable difficulties to the reader. Not
infrequently large portions of the text were
missing. The copyist did not always keep the
distinction between the poem, the annotations
and the examples cited. At least in the case of
one work, the Pathupatiu, the poems were
missing and had to be gathered piecemneal from
the commentary. There were perplexing variations
in the readings, and written in the Tamil of 1800
years ago, the meaning was not always clear
even with the help of elaborate notes.

But Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar went through the
toil with an avidity prompted by love. He had
often to enlist the services of scholars to
determine the meaning of a word, fo correct a
reading or to ascertain the truth of a particular
statement. He describes in his autobiography
how he worked on these manuscripts often far
into the night, and how early dawn would still
find him sitting cross-legged on the verandah of
his small house and poring over these precious
documents.

in the course of these preparations he
became so thoroughly acguainted with the
Sangam Literature that he came to be
acknowledged as an authority on the Sangam
age. His editions of Purananuri® and the other
classics reveal his immense scholarship.
Considering our ignorance of this early literature
apout the third quarter of the last century, we
wonder how he was able tb amass single-handed
so vast a knowledge. As we read through his
autobiographical writings we are struck at every

turn by his avidity for any information about this
past. No detail was too insignificant for him. To
this insatiable thirst, and to his restless energy
and devotedness we have to attribute his
astonishing erudition. His prefaces to the editions
show his immense knowledge of the gods and
goddesses, the tribes and chieftains, the trees,
birds and beasts, the weapons, ornaments and
utensils, the customs and manners, the religious
practices, social life and cultural achievements
of the Tamiis of the day.

During his stay in Thiruvavaduthurais, before
he ever dreamt of ecd:ting the Sangam works, he
came across a copy of Valaiyapathi, a Sangam
classic. He did not set great store by it then,
and let it by. When in later days he tried to
procure a copy of the work with a view to editing
it, he could not get any. This and Kundalakesi,
another of the five great epics, have yet to see
the light of the day. We wonder if Tamil will ever
recover them. We may regret the loss, but will
remember with gratitude how many precious
works the untiring energy of this single man has
brought to light, which otherwise might have
been lost for ever; Chinthamani, Pathupattu,
Silappathikaram, Manimekalai, Purananuru,
Aingurunuru, Pathitrupathu, Paripadal,
Perunkathai. The publication of any single one
of these classics would have done credit to a
life-time of research.

Tamil prose is of recent growth. In the last
decade of the 19th century there were but a
hapdful of prose writers. Dr.S.Aiyar began to
write in prose as it were accidentally by way of
prefaces to his editions and summaries of their
contents. During the last ten years of his life he
was_contributing articles, mainly reminiscences
of his past, to Kalaimagal and other periodicals.
These have been gathered under the titles: What
I Heard and Saw, New and Old, and
Nalluraikkovai. His other chief prose works are
the biography of his gury, Minakshisundaram
Pillai, in two volumes, the unfinished

4. An anthology of 400 poems dealin
in Tamit.

5. Thiruvavaduthurai near Tan
and literature.

g chiefly with war themes. It contains some of the eariiest poetry written

jore is the seat of a Saivite monastery, well known for its patronage of Tamil art



autobiography, and a few biographica! sketches
of some Tamil musicians.

Those who form their idea of Tamil prose
from the modern short stories and magazihe
articles will not guess the tremendous change
it has undergone during the last thirty years,
Taking its cue from the commentaries of
Nachinarkiniar and others, Tamil prose retained
its long involved constructions and obscure
phraseology throughout last century and the
dawn of this century. Traces of it can be found
in the Doctor's own editions. If to-day we have
a maodern, crisp, elastic prose, we owe it to
writers like Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar,

The outstanding quality of his prose is its
lucidity, in which it rivals the best prose in
western languages. It is a little surprising that,
a conservative in thought and sentiments, he
should have led the way to a most modern prose.
This sparkling of his prose results from a
directness of expression and simplicity of
language — traits which have their roots in his
character. His intimate knowledge of the ancient

classics and their commentaries might have .

induced him to use obsolete and obscure words
— as is the case with some of the purists. In
fact, his early works show a tendency towards
the pundit's style. But his solid good sense
enabled him to overcome the temptation.

Speaking of prose-style he says:

“We must acquire the habit of writing
without errors and of using as far as
possible words intelligible to all. It is good
to avoid in prose obsolete and variable
terms.... In speaking and writing we must
aim at conveying our thoughts to others,
and not at employing a learned style.... In
the choice of words we must consider more
their actual currency and intelligibility than

their purity.”

These principles appear elementary. Yet
they required — and still to-day req_uire —
restating in Tamil where the cult of purism and
high-brow efegance wages war against the most
common-sense principles.

It is difficult to give examples of his prose
in an English article. Perhaps the following
passage, taken from a well-known article of his,
will give a fair idea of the strong and weak points
of his style — its singuiar clarity which makes
it impossible to miss the least shade of meaning,
and its lack of artistic finish.

“It was eight at night. | hired a
single-bullock cart to go o the railway
station, and climbed in. My father took
leave of me half-heartedly. Only a trunk
accompanied me. When the cart was going
to the south of Vannathurai it knocked
against something and over-turned. | fell
down and the box fell on me. Even in this
state | did not lose courage. My mind was
away in Tinnevelly. It a rishi had given me
a pill to travel through the air with the
injunction to use it in time of greatest
necessity | wouid have used it then. Not
only was the speed of the cart diametrically
opposed to that of my mind, but the cart
threw me down”s.

His short biographical sketches of the
Tamil musicians give us much valuable and
interesting information. His biography of
Minakshisundaram Pillai has a special place. Like
Sundaram Pillai's Manonmaniyam this work is
the first of its kind in Tamil. It is a prose work
of considerable merit and the story of an
accomplished writer of verse of recent years.

Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar's biographical writings
disclose a passion for details and a sense of
atmosphere. They reveal the characters of persons
by telling anecdotes and charming descriptions
interspersed with the author’s reflections, all
marked by the directness so characteristic of
Dr.Aiyar — and so different from the
psychological vivisections of modern biographers.
His tenacious memory unfolds before us scene
after scene fram the later half of the nineteenth
century, in the first feeble struggles of Tamil to
revive itself. We get interesting glimpses of the
village ‘verandah-school’ and its methods, the
itinerant poets and their literary discussions,
Hindu monasteries and their patronage of learning,
and similar sections of the Tamil intellectual life

6. Nalluraikovai 11 : The Mullai that Blossomed in Moonlight
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of the day. We are introduced to those early
scholars like C.V.Damodharam Pillai, monastic
patrons like Subramanya Desikar, and traditional
pundits like Minakshisundaram Pillai and
Thiyagaraja Chettiat — a generation with which
he was so intimate and which today is passing
away. The portraits are drawn with rare insight
and deep Sympathy.

fn the preface of his biography of
Minakshisundaram Pillai, Dr.S. Aiyar wrote that
he intended to publish in a series the lives of
the Tamil poets from the Sangam age to modern
times. He was gathering material for this work
both from a study of their works and from oral
tradition. There is no doubt however, that the
notes he has left behind will be of valuable help
to future historians of Tamil literature.

Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar began his labours in
the field of Tamil literature about the early
eighties. His edition of Chinthamani appeared in
1886. Mr.Sundaram Pillai's Manonmaniyam was
published in 1891, and Suryanarayana Sastry’s
Sonnets came out about the turn of the century.
These two works, considered as the first land
marks of the Tamil Revival, followed the Doctor’s
edition of Chinthamani. And he lived to see the
popularity of Bharati’s patriotic songs, and later,
about the middie of the last decade, the rise to
fame of Desikavinayagam Pillai and other verse-
writers. He witnessed during the last years of
his life a host of young writers successfully
attempting short stories, skits, biographies and
reflective essays. Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar’s years of

literary activity cover thus the whole Tami!
Revival. ’

The impact of Western literatures and
ideas produced a turmoil of thought in the Tamil
land as in the other parts of India, though
perhaps to a lesser degree.The most radical
doctrines found their advocates in prose and
poetry, especially among the younger writers like
Pudumaipithan’ and Bharathithasan®. But
Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar was little affected by these
modern ideas. He pursued his course peacefully,

strongly entrenched behind his conservatism. In
an article entitied My Aim, he wrote:

“To follow in the main what our fore-
fathers practised is the chief means to
obtain peace of soul. If we accept, without
examining, new doctrines, new religions,
new ways of worship and the like, it will
take long before we get accustomed to
them. Unity and certainty of belief will be
lost among the people.”

This conservatism was not a decision
arrived at after much thought, the final outcome
of a mental conflict. Nor was it the refuge of
a weak mind that fears to venture on high seas.
Dr.Aiyar was incapable of such a fear. He
reversed the past and lived in it; . ““ing in the
present, we may say, interested him e..<~% in
its relation with the past.

Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar was essentially an
editor of classics. One is struck by his patient,
painstaking work. He could work for months and
years on the different copies, collate various
readings, prepare glossaries, and edit with copious
notes the most difficult manuscripts. With his
knowledge of idiom and etymology, he would
have made an excellent lexicographer. But he
never attempted any dictionary worth the name.

Though Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar professedly
abstained from critical judgments on poets, he
could not help expressing himself in various
places. These critical appreciations do not add
much to his stature. His critical powers do not
equal his scholarship. Perhaps the fault is due
to his unquestioning veneration for the past, and
a certain seif-diffidence that left little room for
independent judgment. Perhaps, too, it is because
we are examining his literary criticism in the light
of canons different from his own. He was not
very happy in the evaluation of the different
poets he dealt with. He bestowed high praise on
verses composed by his master, some of which
s!\ow little beyond technical skill. From his
biography it would seem that he admired in his
Quru more the mastery of poetic technique and

1.

8. One of the leading present day poets.
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A well-known short-story writer, with a great mastery of the technique.



the fluency of versification than more intrinsic
qualities. He conciuded this biography with an
appreciation of his master's poetry in these
words:

“Qthers can feel beautiful sentiments
and cah express them too in beautiful
language. But to turn out verses as it were
off-hand without the least effort is a gift
which very few possess. He belonged to
this  privileged group of poets....
Circumstances of place and time did not
affect the flow of his verses. Even while
holding conversation with others he could
go on dictating stanzas to a student by his
side.”

Intricate schemes of metre, difficult rhyme
patterns, and an extravagant fancy did service
for real poetic vision. Like Johnson he over-
stressed the importance of perfect external form.

Literary criticism has hardly developed in
Tamil. Critics are shy of expressing independent
judgments, of challenging traditional views, of
seeming to depreciate acknowledged poets. They
would strain every nerve to find something to
praise even in interpolated stanzas. The name of
a poet rather than the quality of the verse
attributed to him carries weight with them. They
move in a sort of collective security, like the
members of a choir where none is sure of his
note. If Dr.Aiyar had paid more attention to the
critical study of his poets and employed a
different standard, he might have founded a
school — the first school of Tamil literary
criticism. At present he has only gathered material
for future critics.

Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar was even less of an
artist. We remarked the chief quality of his prose
was lucidity. But the other qualities which go to
make great prose are in some degree wanting
in him. In point of trenchant expression he will
bear little comparison with some other prose-
writers as, for  instance, the Ilate
Mr.Kalyanasundara Mudaliar. There are but a feyv
outstanding passages of power and beauty in his
prose writings. A literary artist would have
avoided numerous unnecessary details. A more
selective presentation would have removed the
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sense of monotony we sometimes feel in reading
them.

In the main any criticism of Dr.Swaminatha
Aivar revolves round this one point: the absence
of creativeness and originality as a writer. That
magic gift which changes by a mere touch dross
into gold — was not very manifest in him. His
prose reminiscences — the nearest approach in
him to creative works. — show, by an unnecessary
detail he,. =~ = flatness of remark there, the
absence of the artist in him.

To return to the question we began with.
If then his contribution to Tamil literature was
the mere edition of the old classics and a few
biographical writings, how are we to account for
the great esteem in which he was held and the
influence he exercised? | have answered this
guestion to some extent in the early part of this
article. Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar recovered for the
Tamils the treasures that were fast slipping from .
their fingers. He made them justly proud of a
glorious past. Thanks to his labours the Tamil
people can point to an ancient literature, the
equal of which few other Indian vernaculars can
show. This fact, com>~-4 with the adverse
circumstances under which he accomplished his
task, and the immense scholarship he brought
to bear on it, enhances the value of his work.

These remarks may appear somewhat
severe. To us they do not detract from the
deservedly unique fame of the late Doctor. They
merely represent our honest attempt at an
impartial esteem of a great figure in the modern
Tami! Revival.

His achievement, though not of a creative
order, was of such importance in the
circumstances that it placed him high in the
gsteem of the people. His rare character endeared
him to them. In these days when caste prejudices
have their repercussions even on literature, it is
a tribute to the charm of his personality that he
was held in high esteem and affection by all. He
had the disarming simplicity of a child that hid
or simulated nothing. He had a tender affection
for his friends, and cherished in his heart their
many acts of kindness. His remarkable humility



won him the good-will of adversaries. His great studied many times over. | must learn to

veneration for his guru was in the best traditions enjoy the excellences of style and matter
of the country. Their mutual love gives us some in every work. Besides | must be able to
of the most touching chapters in the biography. express them in simple language, in speech
Above all we are struck by the indomitable will and writing, so that others may understand
and untiring energy sustained by the great Hhiegi:
passion of his life, his love of the Tamil language. Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar's scholarship and
He writes: achievement is not that of a single man, but of
’ a whole generation. Small wonder that his name
“My aim in life concerns mainly stands revered among the different, and even
Tamil, | must make a deep study of the conflicting, schools of the Tamil literary world,
Tamil classics. Even if a work appears and has become almost legendary. He was the

difficult at first, it will become clear when Grand Old Man of Tamil — Tamil Thatha.
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MaAHAMAHOPADHYAYA
DR.U.V.SWAMINATHA IYER LIBRARY
(Founded in 1943)

T.V. Viswanatha Aiyar, Former Chairman, 1.6.1977

WHEREVER Tamil is known and Tamil
schoiarship is vaiued, the name of
Dr.U.V.Swaminatha lyer is known. The world of
scholars owes a deep debt of gratitude to him
for unearthing and editing the great Tamil classics,
for his depth of knowledge, wealth of learning
and beauty of thought and expression. He is one
among a few sons of India who has made
himself immortal by his unparalieled contribution
to Tamil Literature and learning.

2. When the Tamil land had the misfortune
of losing all traces of its great classics calied
Sangam Works (before 2nd Century A.D.) and
Major Kavyas, Mahamahopadhyaya (a great and
venerable scholar and teacher) Dr.U.V.Swaminatha
lyer was able to dig out and discover as it were
these lost treasurers and to present to the world
excellent and authentic editions of these ancient
classics in Tamil which are about 20 centuries
old. He was solely responsible for giving the
Tamil language a new glow and fame and
pecause of him, there was a renaissance as it
were in the cultural and literary history of India.

3. He has edited and published 91 books
on different branches of literature. Among these
are the great Sangam Works, Kavyas,
Sthalapuranams, Prabandhas etc. He was
prompted by an insatiable thirst for the discovery
of manuscripts of ancient works in Tamil and
he completely devoted himself to this self-
imposed task. At the time of his death, he was
able to bequeath to the world of Tamil scholarship,
a treasure of immeasurable value about 3067
manuscripts (on paim leaf and paper) of literary
works of a unique nature. Besides leaving copies
of many of them on paper, he has left valuable
notes on the results of his studies of them. Many
works he had himself edited during his life time
with introduction, critical notes, indices etc.,
which have been greatly appreciated because
they blazed an original trail and also because of
their exhaustiveness, thoroughness and research
value.

4, If the Mahamahypadhyaya had written
in English and had travelled around the world
he would have been recognised fong ago as one
of the greatest contributors to the cuftural
renaissance of the worid. But whether his
contribution to the Tamil fanguage and learning
is in English or not, it makes no difference to
the unique greatness of his work and contribution.

5. This valuable treasure was handed as
a gift in 1943 to Srimathi Rukmini Devi, President
of Kalakshetra (the world-known International
Cenfre of Art and Guiture) by the venerable
scholar's devoted son Sri Kalyanasundara lyer.
His main object was to see that his father's rare
and valuable collections were kept and preserved
in tact and their individuality and purity
maintained. He also wanted his father’s editing
work to be continued in the manner in which
the great scholar did it himself throughout his
life. Accordingly, with the help of Srimathi
Rukmini Devi, our Institution bearing his great
name was opened on 5.7.1943. So far as Tamil
is concerned qualitatively, the Library is no less
in importance than the other libraries of national
and international repute in India.

6. The Library is registered as a charitable
literary society (S.No.7 of 1964) under the
Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860 and
managed by a General Body now consisting of
30 members and an Executive Committee
consisting of 7 members. It receives recurring
(a maintenance) grant from the Tamil Nadu
Government of about Rs.20,000 per annum,
barely sufficient for the salary of the staff. The
Library Buildings themselves have been built by
special grants from the Central and State
Governments and from Public donations.

7. The Library has published 56 books
during the 34 years of its existence. The
publications, relating to ancient Literature,
grammar, Religion, Art etc., are of high value
and some of them are new to the Tamil world.



8. There are three kinds of collections of
great literary value and merit, made by the late
Dr.U.V.Swaminatha lyer, which are as rare as
they are valuable. They are not easily found
elsewhere.

A. Notes of various kinds.
B. Paper Manuscripts.
C. Palm Leaf Manuscripts.

8. Item A (para 8) namely notes of
various kinds written or collected by him while
he travelled throughout the length and breadth
of Tamil Nadu for over half a century while he
was doing research in the Sangam Glassics and
other works. These may be classified under the
following heads:

(a) Stray verses of poets.

(b) Biographical notes regarding the lives of
poets, patrons: and musicians.

Valuable information about sacred and
historical places.

Meanings of rare words, explanation of rare
passages and passages of comparison in
various works.

()

(d)

List of old and uncared-for manuscripts
(MSS.) found in the houses of scholars.

Interesting incidents and experiences in his
own long life.

Information about men and matters of
interest.

()
(@
(h)

i)
)

Traditional accounts of places and people.
Phrases and idioms of various regions.

Customs and habits of various sects of
people of the Tamii Region.

Variations in textual readings in valuabie
literary works.

(k)
0

(m) indices of many classics such as Thevaram,
Divya Prabandham and Periapuranam.

(n) Folklore.
(o) Letters from important people here and

His own poems.

85

abroad belonging to the 19th and 20th
centuries.

(p) Many kinds of notes regarding published
warks such as Agananuru and Thevaram.

(q) Miscellaneous items not falling specifically
under the above categories.

10. tem B (Para 8) Paper Manuscripts (741).

Dr.Swaminatha lyer prepared copies _in
paper out of Palm leaf MSS. possessed by him
and others. These need urgent preservation as
most of them are yet unpublished. These may
be classified broadly under the following
categories:

(a) Grammatical Works.

(b) Kavyas.

(c) Sthala puranas.

(d) Minor works called prabandhams

pertaining to sacred places.

Minor works on chieftains and other
patrons.

Works on Saiva Religion and Philosophy.
Stray verses of various poets.
Musical compositions.

(e)

)
(9)
(h)
(i

Nigandus ‘Dictionaries) and other works.
11. Ite.us G (para 8) Palm leaf MSS. (2326).

The nine kinds of literature shown above
are also found in Paim leaf but not copied into
paper and 50% of the collections are unpublished.
Roughly 50% is in print. The collections are
useful for Research Scholars for finding out
correct textual readings and for additional study
on the basis of the different texts in the paim

leaf MSS. These form original and important
material.

12. All the materials referred to in items
A, B & C,, in paragraphs 9, 10 and 11 above
require to be preserved in the original and also
by fresh copying so as to provide against
deterioration of the originals (some of which are
already crumbling and are not capable of being
handled and also not capable of easy or proper
deciphering except by old and tried experts now



available, but fast dwindling in number and
quality). Hence hand copying has become
important. This is laborious and costly. Mere
photo-copying or micro-filming would be of littie
use in such cases. All these materials play an
important role in the literary and cultural history
of India in various spheres as already detailed
and unless they are preserved and well-
maintained, whatever the process, there is the
danger of a very rich legacy being lost.

13. The Library depends largely on
Government Grants and public donations and
cannot undertake its various works and projects
uniess large donations are reguiarly received.
Such donations as could be had from lovers of
Tamil have already been tapped for the
construction of the buildings, maintenance of the
Library and for its publications these 34 years.

14. Recognizing the importance and the
value of the work of the Library, its various
publications and Research work, the Central
Govt. has in addition to the grants mentioned
(in Para 6 above) come to its aid by way of grant
for specified approved literary projects and
purchase of equipment and materials. These
grants are based on applications from year to
year under specific schemes (giving details and
full particulars) on the general basis of 60% or
50% as the case may be of the expenditure they
approve, to be borne by the Central Govt., the
balance 40% or 50% to be borne by the Library

itself out of its own funds. It is not as if the
entire expenditure is approved. Hence the Library
has to find, on adhoc basis, funds not only for
matching the Government grants but also the
extra expenditure which, owing to present
conditions, has far outstripped the approved
expenditure. The already approved projects in
hand are in various stages of progress, but their
completion depends on the finding of funds.
Utilisation Certificates have to be sent certified
by a chartered accountant. The Library has no
funds of its own.

15. Thus a stage has been reached at
present when the Library is unable to proceed
further because of want of funds even to complete
the already accepted commitments which are in
various stages of progress, nor is it able to meet
even the maintenance expenditure (apart from
funds required to meet the Publication and
Research Departments). This is, in spite of the
fact that the top personnel including the Director
of Research, the Curators and others, are all
working in an honorary capacity owing to the
state of our finances and the need to apply ali
the available resources to more important routine
items already referred to. It will be impossible
to continue on this basis hereafter as the old
dedicated people personally attached to the
venerable scholar are ageing and new and younger
people have to come in and their economic
security and future have to be assured.
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U.V.S. LIBRARY: LINK IN THE CHAIN OF TAMIL HISTORY
The HINDU, May 5, 1967

Tiruvanmiyur, the place where Sage Valmiki
was said to have lived and died, will become a
centre for Tamil learning and literature.

The Dr.U.V. Swaminatha Aiyar Library,
now located in its own premises at Tiruvanmiyur
is a standing monument to the “Grand Old Man”
and his painstaking and pioneering research. The
Library wifl celebrate its silver jubilee next year.

Many of the manuscripts left by the
Mahamahopadhyaya, mainly relate to literature,
religion, art and medicine and these manuscripts
which are not found anywhere else, are of
immense vaiue to those doing research in Tamil.
The Library holds a great promise for the future.
Located as it is next to the place where Pamban
Kumara Gurupara Swamigal, a great poet of his
time had been laid to rest, the library breathes
literally an “air of Tamil culture”,

As in sociology, culture and the spiritual
life of the community, in literature as well,
destiny had played its part. Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar
can be said to have been responsibie for bringing
about a renaissance of Tamil ianguage and
literature in his time.

It was the hand of Providence that brought
Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar, after his six years’ tutelage
under Vidwan Meenakshisundaram Pillai, in
contact with Salem Ramaswami Mudaliar, who
got him to study the great Tamil classic, Jeevaka
Chintamani with the help of the commentary by
Nachinarkiniyar. The study of this commentary,
opened the eyes of the Mahamahopadhyaya to
the existence of Sangham works and developed
his curiosity more and more to probe into ail
available material relating to the subject. The
search for and the gathering of manuscripts,
which started then, remained a life-time mission
for him. At the time of his passing away, he had
a collection of about 1,500 manuscripts on
literary works of unique value.

The Library, according to a visitor, is a
“collective memory of Tamil culture and an
interesting link in the long chain of Tamil
history.”
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After the death of Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar, in
1942, his son, Mr.Kalyanasundaram Aiyar, was
happy to find in Srimathi Rukmini Devi a genuine
protagonist of the cause which his father heid
dear to him. So that, the entire treasure of the
cadjan leaf and other manuscripts was passed
on as a gift to her for the purpose of founding
a library for continuing the research on the lines
of what Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar had been doing.
From such small bt jinnings the Library has
grown into a consulting and research centre and
to-day, it caters to the needs of the Tamil literary
world and is bringing out its own publications.

Those in charge of the Library have an
ambitious plan to transiate the completed works
of Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar and those which had
been compiled after his death, into other
fanguages and to continue the work of printing
the palm leaf and other manuscripts, making use
of the copious notes left behind by the learned
scholar. in addition, it is the desire of the Library
authorities to make efforts to collate and publish

other great cultural and classical works in Tamil
language.

It is also hoped that the Library would
undertake research in the Saiva SigdhantaSystem
and publish an encyclopaedia of Sava-Siddhanta.
The task of publishing the remaining unpublished
books and bringing out publications on temple
literature, like Sthala puranams and Prabandhams
has also to be taken up. It will be interesting
fo note that Dr.Swaminatha Aiyar had himseif

indexed his manuscripts which would help fulfil
these objectives.

The authorities of the Library are also keen
ont develaping it as a teaching institute and run
a school for the study of the Dravidian languages.

The Library contains, in all about 1,305
palm leaf and paper manuscripts. Prof.
R.Viswanatha Aiyar, whe had been guiding the
work of the Library since 1951, is sparing no
efforts to continue the work of Dr.Swaminatha
A]yar in his service to the cause of Tamil. The
Library receives an annual grant of Rs.10,000
from the State Government besides occasional
special grants from the State and the Centre.
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Mahamahopadhvaya V.Swaminathier

Everymans Review, August 1918,

In an unpretentious house in the South
Main Street, in Tiruvatteswaranapet, at Madras,
there lives a great man, one of the greatest that
South India has produced. He is now 64 years
of age. But he looks quite ten years younger.
Rather dark-brown in complexion with a broad
face and forehead, with clear-cut features, he is
of medium height and size. in appearance he is
a modest Smartha brahmin gentlemen of a rather
retiring temperament. He carries no striking
distinction about him in figure or features,
manners or dress. But if you should succeed in
making him speak to you on any serious subject
for a few moments, you begin to realise that you
are in the presence of an uncommon personality.
A few moments more and you sit or stand
charmed and hypnotised by the soft and musical
accents of a gentle and persuasive speaker, by
the simple and sweet articulation in Tamil
language of a clear and correct thinker, by the
unpedantic wealth of well-digested learning of a
profound scholar, by the simplicity and serenity
of a great soul and, above all, by the impress
of a high and nobly disciplined character. And
you begin to wonder at the greatness of the
spirit, glowing hidden behind such an
unpretentious exterior. But that is the East.

Mahamahopadhyaya Swaminathier, for he
is the man, retired from his place as Tamil Pandit
of the Presidency College in April last. You
expect that in his well-earned retirement he is
enjoying rest. If so, you cannot be more mistaken.
Morning, noon and evening, and far into the
silent hours of the night, you see him at work
in the midst of his books and notes, of
manuscripts of paper and palm-leaf piled all
round and, with or without a number of scribes
copying or writing down to his dictation. During
the iast quarter of a century and more, day after
day, he has sighed that there should only be
twenty four hours in a day and that so many
of them should easily have to be wasted in the
ways of the world. The older he grows, the more
does he seem to be spurred to a redoubling of
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his efforts, under a painful sense of the coming
on of the night, in which no man can work. So
much to do and so little done, has been almost
his life long exclamation articulate and inarticulate.

To see him at work would be a tonic to
any young man, During the last thirty years at
feast, he has lived the patient, strenuous life to
laborious days. But he almost looks younger for
it. Work would seem to agree with him
wonderfully. He thrives on it it is .2 he is
careful and consents to sleep and eat. bu. ne
does not believe in any fads about physical
exercise. He plays no games and can play none.
Work is his food. Work is his worship. Work is
his estate. Work is the breath of his life.

The gentle and effective way in which he
reminds one that there is such a thing as Time
and such a thing as waste of it, is a study in
fine manners. He does not draw out his gold
watch, fuss about his engagements and rush off
after a vigorous shake of the hand, to impress
you with a sense of his superiority. He is afraid
of giving offence and anxious you should not
think ill of him. As soon as the business is over,
he kindly reminds you of it, begs to be excused
and persuades you to give or take leave as the
case may be. You wish to continde the interview
not bgcause you have any purpose, but because
you‘flnd his company exalting and edifying. But
he is merciless in the matter of time.

_ Next to his devotion to work and sense of
time, comes, if at all next, the thoroughness and
accuracy of all his work. It is a great characteristic.
To fix up a correct reading he would go miles,
starve for days wade through hundreds of fusty
palm-leaf manuscripts, would — to use the
language of that hackneyed phrase — beg,
borrow or steal as many copies or versions as
are Fo be had anywhere near or far, would
consider no trouble too much and no time as
wasted. The Tamii classics, with the discovery
and publication of which his name and fame will
for ever be associated, are marvels of stupendous



painstaking. There is an introduction embodying
the resuit of his scholarly and historic research,
there are glossaries of out-of-the way words:
there are indexes elaborately and carefully
prepared: there are annotations and criticisms;
there are notes in which all the various readings
are set forth and considered: there are
bibliographies which could be prepared by no
ardinary scholar: there are references and cross
references to other works which simply amaze
you: and above all, there is a beautifully got up
book with few errors or printers devils. Each
word in the printed book represents the result
of special aftention paid to it, of scholarly
examination, of delicate weighing of numerous
other words considered and rejected, of a definite
and deliberate thought behind it. To appreciate
such a work suitably one must also know how
it is done.

Truly has it been said that the world knows
nothing of its truly great Military conquerors
loom large in public imagination. Financial
magnates are worshipped for their wealth.
Platform orators are cheered for their eloquent
platitudes. But the scholars and thinkers of every
nation are relegated to a comparative obscurity.
in. India it used not to be so. It was the one
and only country in the world where poverty was
an ideal and where high thinking and high
character were greatly esteemed. But the influence
of the West has changed all this in modern India.
| venture to think that in no other country in
the civilised world would a scholar of the
eminence of Mahamahopadhyaya Swaminathier
have been allowed to retire without some w_orthy
pubjic recognition of his transcendent service to
Tamil language and literature. In no other country
in the world would a man of such true greatness
be allowed to carry on his favourite work in an
unknown house, in a little known part of Mfat!ras,
without any interruption from streams of visitors
and ‘admirers. Thanks to indifferent Madras and
South India, the great Pandit is permitteq by the
public to do his work in peace and gulet. And
because so little is known of him, it is perhaps
as well that the public should know a little of him.

He was born in February 1855, in his
maternal grand father's house in the village
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called Suryamoolai situated about twelve miles
from Kumbhakonam. He was the eldest son of
Venkatasubbier who was a musician attached at
first to the Udayarpalayam and then to the
Ariyalur Zamin Samasthanam. The father was
known also for his great piety and scholarship
in Tamil. Swaminathier’s mother bore the
appropriate name of Saraswati.

He was at firs. a pupil in the pial school
of his fa=~" villaye of Uttamadavanpuram. Like
most boys ot muse days he began learning both
in Sanskrit and in Tamil. He learnt singing from
his father. A suggestion which appears to have
been made at the time that he should be taught
English was fortunately or unfortunately rejected
by the paternal authority. For some years the boy
studied some rare tamil works and practised
singing under one Satagopachariar, the State-
Pandit of Ariyalur. In his fourteenth year he was
betrothed to a girl belonging to a neighbouring
village. After this for a few years Swaminathier’s
education was literally peripatetic. In those days
there were no centralised organisations where all
that there was to be fearnt in Tamil could be
studied. Each Pandit was known as a proficient
in some particular bes'. _*d the eager student
had to go round from village to village studying
under each for the necessary period.

But the great teacher under whom
Swaminathier imbibed his scholarship was Pandit
Minakshi Sundaram Piflai, who was a scholar of
great repute in the Tamil land. In those days the
Saiva Mutts of South india which were non-
brahman foundations still retained their original
character as Universities for the dissemination ot
Tamil learning. The Mutt at Thiruvavaduthurai
was at that time presided over by Sri Ambalavana
Desigar, himself a great scholar and by him
Minakshi Sundaram Pillai had been appointed as
the Vidvan of the Mutt. For some generations
past in South india, on one would be easily
accredited as a Tamil scholar who could not
trace his scholarship to Maha-Vidvan Minakshi
Sundaram Pillai or lineally to some one who
studied under him. When Swaminathier was
barely sixteen, it was said that any further
education in Tamil language and literature was
possible for him only under Minakshi Sundaram



Pillai who was then presiding over his famous
seminary at Mayavaram. Thither Venkatasubbier
took his son and entrusted him to the special
care of the great teacher. The father and son had
never been separated before and when at the
parting, tears dripped from the father’s eyes the
teacher asked him to feel no concern about the
young man saying “Divine grace will protect
him”. AT Mayavaram young Swaminatha
preserved not only in his Tamil studies but
coming into contact with Gopalakrishna
Bharathi—the great composer of that wonderful
storehouse of exalted and thrilling music, called
Nandan Charitram - began to practise as a
vocalist under him till Minakshi Sundaram forbade
it, as interfering with the single-mindedness with
which the studies in Tamil classics were required
to be prosecuted. Thus by the command of the
respected Guru was put an end to for ever,
Swaminatha's inherited hankering for music.
Even now one feels the subtle charm of the
musical manner in which the Pandit reads aloud
and renders Tamil poetry, the subdued and
repressed music shining like the soul imprisoned
in the beauty of embodied words.

Mahamahopadhyaya Swaminathier of to-
day is perhaps the greatest standing illustration
of the greatness and glory of the ancient Indian
Educational system. In that system the pupil's
mind and character not only had a chance but
were under a daily necessity to come into vital
contact with the mind and character of the
teacher. That system had nothing of the cold
Gramophone teaching of the present day. It is
true we are passing thousands through the so
called schools and content to receive them at
the other end of the machine, with the hali-mark
of the University. But it is obvious that the
change has not at all been gain. A pause, a look,
a smile, a little hiss of a disapproval from the
great teacher sitting in front was calculated to
guide, inform and inspire as numerous lectures
closely followed and noted will not and could
not. What is more, the scholars of old believed
in diving deep and in thorough searching for
meanings. They understood and appreciated
words and weighed them as we do our diamonds.
They attacked each phrase and sentence and
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made it yield up all that it had to give. They
were not in a hurry to be done with. They ligered
in large leisure not without a smack of refish
and renewed enjoyment. They knew the value of
such study for culture and discipline of the mind.

In such a school and under such a teacher
was young Swaminatha reared. The teacher and
pupils, they were really an assemblage of scholars,
a University of Professors, living in a radiant
atmosphere created by themselves. Every day
they had their intellectual feats and feasts.
Improptu verses were composed and criticised.
And the comradeship in culture made for
profundity and supreme value in the creative and
critical aspects of literary art.

It was also about this period that Minakshi
Sundaram Pillai composed many of his great
works in Tamil. Most of them were dictated by
him to his pupils who engraved them not only
on the palm leaf but in their splendid memory.
It is a great pity that at the present day people
are perforce made to neglect the incomparable
value of assimilating by means of memory the
best in literature both for purposes of scholarship

and for the supreme delights of literary
rumination.

About that time Sri Subramania Desigar
had succeeded to the headship of the Mutt and
on his invitation he went over to Tiruvavadu
thurai and began teaching pupils there. Tyagaraya
Chettiar who was in those days the chief Tamil
Pandit at the Government College, Kumbhakonam
had been one of the pupils of Meenakshi
Sundaram Pillai. The former during holidays
u221 to pay visits to his old master at Tiruvavady
thurzi. 1t was during these visits that
Swaminathier became acquainted with Chettiar.
It was this acquaintance that fed later on to
Swaminathier's being appointed to succeed

Chettiar as the Tamil Pandit of the Kumbhakonam
College.

The year 1876 saw the death of Meenakshi
Sundaram Pillai at Tiruvavadu thurai. His death
was felt a great blow by Swaminathier who was
then barely twenty one. Sri Subramania Desigar
seeing him so stricken with grief undertook
himself to teach Swaminathier in futwie, »
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him a house, found his comforts and set him
also to teach others in his turn. Sanskrit and
Tamil scholars and renowned musicians used
annually to visit the Mutt for receiving presents.
Zamindars and wealthy men and even educated
gentlemen in high stations used to visit the Mutt
for worship. As Swaminatha was a sort of
exhibition scholar, during such visits he became,
in course of time, acquainted with many notable
men in South India.

When the Desigar went on a pilgrimage to
Madura, Swaminathier also accompanied him
and received at the conclaves held in various
places, numerous presents in recognition of his
great talents, his wide and deep learning, his
facility in poetical composition and his powers
of fluent and clear exposition. It was during this
trip that he became acquainted with the Chiefs
and Magnates of the pandya Country. In brief,
it was Swaminathier’s intimate association with
the head of the Mutt who was himself a scholar
of no mean order and also a liberal patron of
letters, that afforded to him unigue opportunities
for acquiring high culture and for laying the
foundation of a great literary reputation. And
unlike most men Swaminatha, young as he was,
utilised the opportunities of his life.

In the year 1880, Tyagaraya Chettiar retired
from the College. Rao Bahadur T.Gopal Row, the
renowned educationist of South India, was then
the Principal of the College. He had asked
Chettiar himself to recommend a successor and
he having probably long before made his choice,
went to the Mutt and prevailed on the Desigar
and Swaminathier to consent to the latter taking
his place in the College. The choice was hailed
with great satisfaction by the late Sadhu Seshier,
the late R.V.Srinivasier and other educationists.
It proved a most popular appointment. The
pupils of the College rejoiced over it. The
professors themselves often wished t0 attend his
classes. Thus it was in February 1880, '{he
Swaminathier entered the educational service
under the Government in the College at
Kumbhakonam, that Cambridge of South India
as it was justly reputed in those decades.

Mahamahopadhyaya Swgminathier
cherishes with warm gratitude to this day the
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memory of his benefactor Tyagaraya Chettiar.

The house of Swaminathier at Tiruvatteswaranpet
is called ‘Tyagaraya Vilas’.

He soon became not only a popular and
great teacher in the college, but famous in all
South India, and loved and respected by the
public. On the occasion of Rao Bahadur T.Gopal
Row leaving Kumbhakonam for Madras, he gave
public expression to his admiration for the
capacity and scholarship of Swaminathier and
pointed out how different his position and
prestige might have been had it been in the days
of Tamil Rajahs. The pay in the college was mere
allowance for maintenance and the Pandit’s real
work was done out of college. Following faithfully
the admonitions of Tyagaraya Chettiar, his
successor began in earnest the career of research
into the classical period of Tamil literature. Then
began the life of laborious days which is even
to-day his unique distinction and characteristic.
The writer of this sketch still remembers the
small room upstairs in the house af
Kumbhakonam where Swaminathier, seated on a
broad bench next to the window overlooking the
river Cauvery, would pour over books and
manuscripts for hours on end.

A few years after he was attached to the
college, the late Salem Ramaswamy Mudaliar,
M.A.,B.L., a gentleman par-excellence, of quiet
and noble manners, of fine culture and wide
reputation, was posted as District Munsiff at
Kumbhakonam. It was he that gave the first
manuscript of Jeevaka Chintamani to the Pandit
and asked him to study it himself and afterwards
expound it to him. When Salem Ramaswamy
Mudaliar resigned judicial service and with a view
to revert to the Bar was leaving Kumbhakonam,
he made a parting request to the Pandit that he
should bring out a correct edition in print of that
great Tamil classic. It was this that in the early
gighties of the last century Pandit Swaminathier
was set on what has proved to be his great and
life-long service to the renaissance of Tamil
literature.

At this distance of time it is not easy to
estimate the peculiar difficulties under which the
Pandit laboured in deciphering ill-written and
moth-eaten manuscripts, in understanding the



meaning of many words and expressions relating
to the Jain and Buddhistic creeds in determining
the correct reading in a maze of conflicting
manuscripts. It was often impossible to say
where the text ended and where the note or
commentary began. The Tamil language during
its passage through twenty and more centuries
has shed so many words and adopted many
others and it was no easy task to familiarise
oneself with all such words, to go to Buddhists
and jains and learn their cults and the Tamil
names for them and try and discover a little ray
of meaning in that mass of defiant darkness of
the manuscript.

The year 1887 was a great and memorable
year in his life for it was then that he published
Jiveka Chintamani. It is a marvel of scholarship.
It is a memorial of the infinite painstaking of a
true lover and devotee of literature. It spread his
fame ali over the Tamil speaking world. it revived
the hope and joy of many a Tamil scholar. Salem
Ramaswamy Mudaliar was pleased beyond
bounds. And old Tyagaroya Chettiar was in
ecstacies. When success thus crowned the labours
and strenuous efforts of Swaminathier, even
though the help and recognition he received were
far from adequate, it served to imbue him firmly
with a faith in himself, in the potency of effort,
in the unconquerable nature of a resolved purpose.

it should not be supposed that Pandit
Swaminathier had, in the successful achievement
of such a beneficent and innocent object as the
publication of an old classic accorded to him all
fame and no blame whatever. Of course it was
not to be. The world has been aiways the same.
And detractors and enemies were not wanting.
Some said it was full of faults. Some others
condemned him for polluting himself by

publishing a Jain work. And much else in the
same vein.

In the case of some natures, misfortunes
and difficulties -serve as a spur for re-inforced
effort and rare achievement. In the case of some
others and in certain periods of a man’s life, it
is not failure but success that serves to sustain
and stimulate the moral nature, to further and
better activity. Thus did it prove with pandit
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Swaminathier. The splendid success that attended
his first effort in the publication of a practically
lost indian classic would seem to have determined
the devotion of all his time and talent, during
the rest of his life, to the rescuing from oblivion
all the scholarly efucidation of tamil classics
alone.

in this connection, we may refer to a
question that rises readily to our lips and which
has often been asked, whether after ail, it is
worth the while of a great scholar and thinker
exclusively to devote himself to the mere work
of the publication of other people’s writings,
allbeit they are classics and whether such a
scholar and thinker does not owe it to himself,
to his generation and to posterity, to express
himself in some great original work. Such
questions are as impertinent as they are
unprofitable. Apart from God or Destiny, a man
is in the ultimate his own measure of what is
possible and proper. It is possible that the
Pandit, if he bhad directed his labours and
devoted his years to what is called original work,
might have furnished us many volumes written
in an altogether fresh style of prose, simple and
vigorous, clear and accurate: and also perhaps
a large quantity, not indeed of poetry, but of
correct and pleasing verse. What he is capable
of in these directions, we could see and admire
in the introductory and elucidatory portion even
of his published works. But all told, there can
be little doubt that it is a matter for congratulation
so far as the Tamil language and literature are
concerned, that by a fortunate concatenation of
circumstances or by his own deliberate choice,
hg should have circumscribed and concentrated
his activities to the reproduction of the classics.

For reproductions they certainly are in every
sense of the word.

_ It was in this way, spurred on to further
achl_evement by initia} success that the Pandit went
on in course of ygars to publish and present to
the public a large number of such classics.

‘ It was in the year 1888 that Sri Subramania
Desigar, the friend and patron of the Pandit,

depa!'ted life and this was a source of bereavement
to him.



Pathu Pattu or the ten Idylls was the next
book published by him. A rare collection of
poems remarkable for the directness, vividness,
detailed accuracy, freedom from exaggeration
and picturesqueness in the description of natural
scenery and the delineation of elemental emotions.
The story of the discovery by him of that classic
would read like a fairy tale. Many were the
difficulties he encountered and had to overcomae.
But he persisted and preserved and brought out
the publication in 1889.

The exquisite tamil classic known as
Chillapathikaram was issued in 1892 and in
1894 was published Pura Nanuru a collection of
400 lyrics composed by the great poets and
poetesses of the Sangam Age.

Meanwhile in 1893, Swaminathier lost his
father; but these and other domestic bereavements
and difficulties were not such as unduly to
interfere with the steady and even course of his
devoted work.

The great Buddhistic work of Manimeghalai
was published by him in 1898. It was a great
achievement. The historical and other
introductions in it are masterpieces of scholarship.

Between the publication of Manimeghalai
and December, 1903, when he was translated to
the Presidency College at Madras, he published
various small works, more especially some of the
compositions of his great teacher Mahavidvan
Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai. After his advent in
Madras, he brought out Pathithu Pathu and
numerous smaller works, both ancient and
modern, the latter being mainly the composition
of either Pillay or Chettiar.

Many have been the marks of recognition
by the Government of the great services rendered
by the Pandit to the Tamil language. In January,
1903, he received a certificate of merit on the
occasion of the coronation of our late King
Emperor Edward VII. In 1905 a money grant of
Rs.1000 was made to him by the Government
and in January, 1906 the distinction of
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Mahamahopadhyaya was conferred on him. His
reputation has not been confined to the limits
of South India. It has spread to every place and
person having any connection however remote
with the Tamil language. Men like the Professor
Ranganadha Mudaliar in South India held him in
great regard. The leaders of Tamil in Ceylon like
the Hon'ble Mr.P.Ramanathan and Sir
P.Arunachalam were glad to recognise his great
services. Enthusiasts of Tamil language and
literature in Europe lavished their praises on him
for his fine scholarship and record of memorable
work. It was only the other day that Rabindranath
Tagore paid a visit to the Pandit to see his library
and the scene and surroundings of his unremitting
fliterary labours. Nevertheless one is inclined to
regret how inadequately the work and worth of
Mahamahopadhyaya Swaminathier is recognised
by his own countrymen in South India. It is not
for his sake that the regret is felt. For, it must
be said of him that he has not been insensible
to public recognition and appreciation. He has
never sought mere fame. To honour our great
is to honour ourselves. Due and discriminative
appreciation is worth having as the greatest
incentive to the work of every workman. In the
case of Tamil language and literature he has
toiled for decades and is stilf toiling. He has
deserved well of all the people of the Tami! land.

He found the damsel of Tamil language
with all her jewels lost and neglected and
uncared for. He adapted her as his own daughter,
cared for her, nursed her and has recovered not
only many small jewels but three out of the five
of her chief ornaments she was proud and fond
of. He has decked her again with her Chudamani
or head ornament in the shape of
Jeevakachintamani, he has again clasped round
her waist tier beautiful waist-band in the shape
of Manimeghalai, he has aderned her feet once
more with her tinkling anklets in the shape of
Silappathikaram. He is still looking for
Valaiyapathi her wristlets and Kundalakesi her
gar-rings. Let us hope that he may find them
also soon for her.
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and prise. It is a saga of library excellence and
will be recognised as an era of brilliant literary
achievement in the history of tamil language.

(Sd.) K.K.Shah
(His Excellency the Governor of Tamilnadu)
12-03-1973

I am much impressed by the most valuabie
collection of manuscripts held in this centre and
noted that most urgently needed funds for
maintaining these are not forthcoming to the extent
they should. It is to be hoped that the governments
would hiep in maintaining a xeroxing unit to better
preserve these valuable materials.

(Sd.) R.Srinivasan
Reader, Dept. of Politics,
Bombay University
19-05-1973

It has been a great pleasure for me to see
the library housing the treasures of the great
Camifiat’ Aiyar and to have the opportunity of
meeting the scholars present.

(Sd.) David Shulman
Israel
23-12-1975

I had the good fortune of visiting Dr.Swaminatha
Jyer Library on 25-1-76 and was very much
impressed by the way in which old manuscripts
of giants and masters have been preserved. I feel
it should be the duty of every musician to make
endeavour in bringing out the hidden compositions
of Ghanam Krishna Iyer and other music compo-
sers. I fervently hope that in the immediate future
these compositions would come to limelight and
would be sung by onme and all the Karnatic
Musicians.

May Almighty shower his choicest blessings for
this great endeavour.

(Sd.) S.Krishnamurthy
Programme Executive

All India Radio, Tiruchirappalli
25-01-1976

An inspiring place, worthy of the person whose
name it bears.
(Sd.) N.Narasimhan

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research
Bombay

31-05-1977

I was greatly pleased to visit the Dr.U.V.Swami-
nath Aiyer Library about which I had heard long
back. Dedicated workers inspire the younger
generation to take more interest in the ancient
Tamil literature.

(Sd.) H.M.Paude
Centre of Russian Studies, J.N.U.
: 16-12-1977

It has been a wonderful and thrilling experience
to have visited Dr.U.V.Swaminatha Iyer library.

(Sd.) S.Ambirajan
1977

I have been immensely helped by the staff of
the Dr.U.V.Swaminatha Iyer Library in connection
with the collation of select verses of Tevaram.

The kindness shown to me by the staff, I shall
never forget.

(Sd.) N.Veezhinathan
Reader, Dept.of Sanskrit,
University of Madras
21-01-1978

I have visited this library on several occasions
in connection with my research work on certain
aspects of Tamil history, particularly of the Sangam
period and on the religious history of the 7th
to 13th centuries A.D. I have fcund the collection
in this library, with original sources as well as
secondary sources, very useful and the library
authorities and workers very helpful.

It would be worthwhile if this library is expanded-
by additions in the form of palm-leaf manuscripts,
unpublished ones and also with the more recent
publications on various aspects of Tamil literature.
Further, some projects on the religious literature
of saivas and vaishnavas may also be undertaken
by the library, in order to provide good and reliable
indices on works like the Tevaram on which no
good index is now available. There is also need
for better facilities for perserving the manuscript
collection in this library, which seems to be a
valuable one.

(Sd.) R.Champakalakshmi
Associate Professor,

Centre for Historical Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
30-09-1978
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1 was delighted to visit this Library and was
much impressed by the richness of the collection
of Tamil manuscripts and rare publications. I am
hopeful that the collection will grow fast and the
Institute would be able to continue its valuable
service to the academic world.

(Sd.) V.C.Joshi

Formerly Deputy Director

Nehru Memorial Museum and Library
New Delhi.

07-04-1979

I have just begun to use this fine library. I
feel as if 1 have discovered something rare. I
hope to say more as I use the library but aiready
1 bave been impressed by the kindness and
helpfulness of everyone here.

{Sd.) Joanne Punyo Waghore

Study of Religion Program

University of Massachusecta and Boston, U.S.A.
15-06-1979

I am grateful to have been able to visit the
library and learn about the traditional methods
of conservation. I hope that with cooperation we
may finally discover the methods which will stand
the best of time. The programme of micro filming
is in itself a conservation measure.

: {Sd.) Judith Segal

Senior Conservator, Bodleian Library
Oxford.

07-12-1979

This is my third visit to the Kalakshetra, but
I have come here to this Institute for the first
time. Everything strikes me so much. Very
impressive! I am also delighted in seeing that
so many scholars are working. so. enthusiastically
in full devotion for the cause df Tamil scholarship.

1 do hope that the work of your institute will
be successful and fruitful in the future and will
help us foreigners understand the valuable and
precious cultural heritage of Tamil Nadu.

(Sd.) Hajime Nakamura
Profegsor Emeritus, University of Tokyo
Director of the Eastern Institute Inc.

1980

It was a pleasure to see so many manuscripts,
to know. that so much remains undiscovered, which
also pains. Though I came to gather superficial
knowledge about the library. I lost myself in the
contents and know not what justice I can do
to the subject I've chosen to write upon.

(Sd.) V.Jayanth
Staff Reporter, The Hindu

14-10-1980

My visit to the Library recalled thoughts of
my stay in the Besant Memorial School nearly
45 years ago. It appears to me that this library
is a very fitting memorial to one of the greatest
and most dedicated writers and scholars in Tamil,
and 2 temple of learning in the truest sense.
My best wishes to the library and to those in
charge for its continuing service and success.

(Sd.) S.Venkatesan

Former Chairman, Central Board of Excise and
customs

08-05-1983

I was very gald to come here and be shown
round the beautiful campus and the library. I
feel, the librarian and his staff are doing a good
service to the cause of tamil studies in our country
by carefully preserving the valuable collections
of the great scholar Dr.Aiyer. My best wishes
for the future.

(Sd.) R.G.Sood, LA.S.
Joint Secretary to the H.P.Govt.
1985

I am very much impressed with this library
and intend to visit again so that I can spend
more time examining the manuscript collection

and explore also possibility of microfilming the
manuscript collection.

(Sd.) Usha T.Bhasker

Head, South Asia Section

Oriental Division, the New York Public Library
16-07-1991

Itisa pri\{ilege for me to visit the Dr.U.V.Swami-
nath lyer Library established in memory of sl
gnggn. 1 cherish this moment.

{(Sd.) P.Sakunthala

JtSecy., Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the Arts
New Delhi.

02-11-1971

I ha_d_ heard about this library. Now 1 have
the privilege to visit and see it. 1 must say the
library is one of the unique institutions in India.
The management as well as the staff must be
congratulated for bringing it up so well. But much
more has to be done and that too against all

odds. I wish all of you - the management and
the staff - all success in such efforts.

(Sd.) D.Sengupta
Dy.Secy., Dept. of Culture
Govt.of India

18-09-1992
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