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"FOREWORD

The Purattirattu is an anthology of 1,570 stanzas. It may be assigned to
the latter half of the 15th century, and it must have been put together at a
period when many Buddhist and Jaina works, now lost, were available.
Kamban's Ramavataram is the latest work represented in the collection, if
we leave aside the one stanza ascribed to Nalavenba in some of the Mss. and
to Bharatam in others.

The anthology is of considerable importance to students of Tamil lit-
erature. It brings to light many works which are otherwise unknown, e.g.,
Asiriyamalai, Irumpal-kanci, Narada-caritai, Santi-puranam and
Perumporul-vilakkam. It gives many excerpts from works known only by
name or by a few extracts preserved by later scholiasts; among such wotks
are Kundalakesi, Takaduryattirai, Muttollayiram and Valaiyapati. It in-
cludes extracts from the missing portions of works now accessible in more
or less extensive fragments, .g., Patirrupattu, Paripadal, Bharatam and
Cirupancamulam. It cites from certain works, a few stanzas which, however,
are not found in their published editions. Lastly, it offers better texts of
many poems already printed from inferior manuscripts.

From another standpoint also, the collection is important. It follows,
in its subject analysis, the scheme of the Tirukkural and forms and excellent
supplement to that great work. The poems excerpted are of a high order, and
constitute fine examples of a simple, terse and forceful idiom from which

we have much to learn.

This anthology seems to have been once very popular, for we find that

there are also two shorter recensions of it. The stanzas included in these

recensions are given in Appendix IV.

Mr. S. Somasundara Desikar, now of the Tamil Lexicon office,
printed in 1918 the first 247 stanzas. Extracts from Purattirattu pertaining to
Valaiyapati, Kundalakesi, Muttollayiram, Asiriyamalai, Perumporul-
vilakkam, Narada-caritai, etc., have appeared in the pages of Sen Tamil
(Vol. I, 111, V, VIII and XIV). With these exceptions, the work has remained
unpublished till now.

A list of the manuscripts used in preparing the present edition is given

separately togEther with some particulars about them.
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After the text had been printed, 1 gained access, through the kindness
of Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. V. Swaminatha Afyar, to a valuable paper
manuscript in his possession. The variant readings given by this manuscript
are noted in Appendix V. Again, one of the cadjan manuscript belongs to
the Tanjore Palace Library. The rules of that library are strict and do not
permit the loan of any manuscript, and at my request Mr. S. Subrahmanya
Sastrigal, Retired Sanskrit Pandit of the Kalyanasundaram High School,
Tanjore, kindly noted down the readings on the proofs which I sent to him.
Another cadjan manuscript belonging to the Tamil Sangam Library was
compared by me at Madura with the assistance of Mr. T.K. Ramanuja
Aiyangar, Assistant Editor, Sen Tamil,

In noting readings, I have atlopted the practice which I have been fol-
lowing for some years now. In this system, the text is not encumbered with
any superior numbers. In the footnote, the readings of each stanza are noted
against the number of the cir where the variation occurs. I owe this neat
system to the suggestion of my friend Mr. P.N. Appuswami Aiyar,
B.A.B.L., Advocate, Madras, By its simplicity, it enables one to present
the manuscript material in its entirety, including scribal errors. It must be
noted that even these errors might ultimately prove a valuable guide in
arriving at a correct reading.

Beyond stanza 1305, the paper manuscript of the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library was the only source and the text was
obviously corrupt at many points. I owe a new suggestions of possible
readings to the kindness of Dr. V. Swaminatha Aiyar and Mahavidvan R.

Raghava Aiyangar of the Annamalai University. Their suggestions are
included in Appendix V.

In comparing manuscripts and in proof-reading, I was assisted by Mr.
M. Arunachalam Pillai, B.A., of the Government Translator's Office,
Madras, Vidvan V. Venkatarajulu Reddiyar, Junior Lecturer in Tamil, O.R.
Institute and Vidvan A. Narayanaswami, Research Student in Tamil, O.R.
Institute, were also of occasibnal help. Mr. TX. Rajamarthandam Pillai,
B.A., Tamil Lexicon Office, made for me a copy of the manuscript
belonging to the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library.

I am happy to acknowledge my indebtedness to the above scholars and

authorities who lent me manuscripts of this work and helped me in other
ways.
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The matter contained in the Tamil Introduction appeared in a series of
articles on “Tokai-nul" in Kalaimakal. By the courtesy of its editor, Mr. R,

Narayanaswami Aiyar, B.A., B.L., I have incorporated the articles here
with such changes as were suggested by further study.

The Proprietor of the G.S. Press has devoted considerable care to the
neat and accurate printing of the book and my thanks are due to him.

University of Madras, S. Vaiyapuri Pillai,
10th March, 1938. Reader in Tamil.
NOTE ON THE REPRINT

The First edition of this classical anthology having been exhausted, a
reprint had to be issued urgently to meet the public demand. In this reprint,
the Tamil Indroduction has been slightly modified in a few places. A stanza
from Asiriyamalai (St.1332) has been split into two separate stanzas as
originally suggested by Dr. V. Swaminatha Aiyar and the new stanza bears
the number 1332, No other material alteration is introduced.

University of Madras, S. Vaiyapu.ri Pilla.i,
20th Tuly, 1939. Reader in Tamit.
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Owner Cadjan Content  Remarks.
or Paper  Stanzas
(1) Purattirattu
. TT. Kanakasundaram Pillai Avl.  Cadjan 1-1232 Incomplete
. The Madura Tamil Sangam. " 1-1293 !
. The Madura Tamil Sangam, ! 1-1305 "
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. S. Somasundara Desikar Avl. v 11232 "
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2) Purattirattu-c-curukkam
. Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. V. Cadjan Complete
Swaminatha Aiyar Avl.
MPS. Duraiswami Mudaliar Avl ! "
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