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Dr. K.S.K. Velmani
Editor
District Gazetteers of Tamil Nadu
Tamil Nadu Archives and Historical Research Centre
Chennai- 600 008

“MANUALS” and “GAZETTEERS” on the districts of the then Madras Presidency and the
present Tamil Nadu written in 1860s and after, now constitute very indispensable secondary sources
for the contemporary and the past socio, politico and economic history of Tamil Nadu. ‘Gazetteer’ is
defined by the lexicons as geographical dictionary describing the people, history, socio-economic life,
geography, topography, flora, fauna etc. of a country or a region. In this connotation, the Gazetteer
writing in Tamil Nadu may be traced back to the Sangam Age as the literature describe many places in
Tamil country, its people, social life, fauna, flora etc. besides the main theme ofthe respective literature.

History of Gazetteer Writing

Gazetteer writing in India in the present form is a British legacy, though there are GAZETTEERS,
like information in some of the Tamil literature, accounts of the foreign scholars who visited Tamil Nadu
in the early years after Christ.

‘When Tamil Nadu came into the folds of English East India Company politically and the Madras
Presidency was formed, the Presidency was divided into larger ad ministrative divisions called districts
between 1785 and 1802 and each of them was left under a British Officer called Collector, who was
responsible for tax collection and general administration.

The British officials felt the absence of authentic literature in English to know about the districts
under their jurisdiction, Dr. Francis Buchchanan is a pioneer in Gazetteer compilation as he was
appointed by Lord Wellesly, immediately after the acquisition of Mysore country, to conduct a socio-
economic survey of the acquired territory. He did his survey and published his magnus opus “A
Journey from Madras through the countries of Mysore, Canara and Malabar" in 1807 in three monu-
mental volumes. ‘

The Secretary of State for India at London encouraged the British Government in India to pre-
pare an All India Gazetteer. Walter Hamilton wrote the first Gazetteer for Indiain 1815. Later, in
1820, he had brought revised edition intwo volumes. In 1828, he further improved the Gazetteer and
called it East India Gazetteer. Montgomery Martin published his book Eastern India in three
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volumes in 1838 including the information collected by Dr. Buchchanan and Walter Hamilton. In
1844, Edward Thurston published the "Gazetieer of the Territories” under the government of the
Viceroy of India and the Native States in the continent of India. This Gazetteer was published in two
volumes. In 1854, the Gazetteer was revised with additional information and published in four vol-
umes. In all the above works, the Presidency has been dealt with, In 1879, the Secretary of State for
India approved the publication of Imperial Gazetteer and W.W., Hunter, the then Director General of
Statistics to the Government of India was commissioned for the purpose and between 1885 and 1887,
he brought out the lmperial Gazetteer of India, in nine volumes, Later he revised the Gazetteer and
issued them in fourteen volumes. Under Lord Curzon's rule, the Gazetteer was further revised be-
tween 1907 and 1909 and published in 25 volumes. In the Imperial Gazetteer, district wise information
about the Madras Presidency was given.

Nelson's Madura Manual

Government of Madras took a decision by 1862 to bring out Manuals for each district. The
compilation was entrusted with the district collector or other suitable district level officials. The Gov-
ernment did not prescribe any outline or area of coverage of the Manuals and each author was free to
choose their style. Then the Presidency had 21 districts and the first Manual written was on Madurai
district by J.H. Nelson called "Madura Manual" in 18368. By 1879, only six districts had the Manuals.
A few Manuals published were exceptionally scholarly work. The manuals were prepared with the
devoted assistance of all the Government officials. The native officials in the collectorate with higher
erudition in Tamil and local history assisted the authors of the Manual to a larger extent in studying the
local sources. Between 1868 and 1895, ten District Manuals were prepared. They were for the
composite districts of South Arcot. - (J.H. Garstin, 1878), - Tiruchirappalli (Lewis Moor, 1878),
Chengalpattu (C.S. Grole, 1879), Tirunelveli (A.J. Stuart, 1879), The Nilgiris (-1.B. Grigg, 1880),
North Arcot, (Arthur F. Cox, 1881), Salem (H.Lefanu, 1883), Thanjavur (T.V. Rao, 1883) and
Coimbatore (P.A. Nicholson, 1887), H.H. Stuart brought out the revised edition of North Arcot
Manualin 1895. On thelines of the District Manuals, the native Chieftains of Ramnad and Pudulkottai
had also brought out Manuals of their country through eminent scholars,

The Preparation of the Manual was a pioneering venture started by the Government of Madras.
No other provincial government during that period ever had anidea of preparing such literature about
the districts. The Manuals of the Madras Presidency were the harbingers of the Imperial Gazetteer
conceived at a later period.

In 1879, W.W.Hunter was the editor of the Imperial Gazetteer. He suggested the simultaneous
preparation of Gazetteers for the district of the Presidencies. He recommended the appointment of
Special Officers for each Presidency for writing district Gazetteers. The Madras Presidency though
not appointed special officer for Gazetteers, changed the nomenclature from ‘Manuals’ to ‘Gazet-
teers’. They continued to be prepared by the district officials. -

From 1906 to 1918, seven district gazetteers were published for the districts of Madurai (W.
Francis, 1906), Thanjavur (F.R.Hemingway, 1906), South Arcot (W.Francis), Tiruchirappalli (FR.
Hemingway, 1907), the Nilgiris (W. Francis, 1908), Tirunelveli ( HR. Pate 1917), Salem (E.J. Richards,
1918).

2.[‘hes'e Gazetteers were written adopting uniform outline and chapterisation. Most oftthe portions
in the ‘Manuals’ relevant were included in the Gazetteers verbatim or in revised version. But, the
Gazetteers could not be published for all the districts. The districts of North Arcot, Coimbatore,
Chengalpattu, Ramanathapuram which came into existence in 1911 did not have Gazetteers.

In 1930s statistical supplements for the Gazetteers as Vol. Il were published. They were mostly
edited by C.A. Souter, the then Commissioner of Land Revenue with the help of K.N.Krishnaswami

Ayyar as Assistant Editor. ) _ :
These second volumes of the Gazetteers furnish statistical particulars, additional information, de-

letion in the first volume etc.
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One of'the notable omissions in the Manuals and the Gazetteers are the failure to document the
Freedom Movement in the districts. It might be included either under chapter on: "I-IIS’I.‘ORY" or
"LAW AND ORDER". The Editors stopped the History chapter at the British occupation of_ the
districts. Though written by the British nationals or loyalists to the British Government, m9stly 'objec-
tivism' is seen in the compilation, except the omission of recording people’s sentiments, their loyalty to
the Government and their movement against the Government.

After Independence ;

Dr. B.S. Baliga, the then Curator of the Tamilnadu Archives (Madras Record Office then) felt in
1954 that the socio-economic and political changes in the district should be in the Gazetteers.

He schemed out a plan and started revising the District Gazetteers in the name of’ Handbqok of
the Districts. Before his premature death in 1957, he had revised the District Gazetteers of Thanjavur,
Madurai, South Arcot and Coimbatore by using archival materials. He incorporated, in the new
Gazetteers, much of the material found in the old Manuals and Gazetteers and added a few significant
chapters like Nationalism and Independence.

Government of India Gazetteer

Government of India proposed to revise the District Gazetteers of the country in the light of the
entirely changed situation after Independence. The Government, however, felt that the district gazet-
teers should not be merely a book for the guidance of the administrators, but also serve the purpose of
an authentic reference book on the district for the public and the scholars,

The Government of India included the project of the Revision of the District Gazetteers in the
Centrally sponsored schemes in the second and third Five Year Plan and directed the organisational net
work for the compilation of the Gazetteer. The scheme was under the supervision of the Ministry of
Education, Government of India. There were Gazetteer units at New Delhi for writing, India Gazetteer
and at each State Headquarters for writing Gazetteers for the districts of the States. The Central
Government also prescribed uniform chapter outline for each chapter and draft pattern for district
gazetteers. The scheme came to be implemented from the year 1967. In Tamil Nadu, the office of the
State Editor was created in 1961. ;

Since 1974, the Gazetteer preparation has become the sole responsibility of the State Govern-
ment.

The post of Editor is now held by Dr. K.S.K. Velmani and he is assisted by six Assistant Editors
in bringing out District Gazetteers.

The Gazetteer work is supervised by the Commissioner of Archives and Historical Research and
by a Monitoring Committee constituting the Secretary to Government, Higher Educational Depart-
ment, Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Commissioner of Revenue Administration,
Professor and Head of the Department of History, Madras University as Members with the Commis-
sioner of Archives as the Member-Secretary.

After the merger of Gazetteer section with Tamil Nadu Archives, the District Gazetteer so far
published were on Pudukkotttai (1983), Dharmapuri (1995), Kanniyakumari (1995) and the Nilgiris
(1996). Gazetteers for the pre-bifurcated districts of Chengalpattu and Tiruchirappalli are under print-
mng.

For Tirunelveli district, the draft Gazetteer is ready to be sent to the Government for approval.
Material Collection are in progress in respect of Tuticorin District Gazetteer.

Various methods are explored in gathering materials for Gazetteer writing, so that, authentic de-
tails are furnished and omitting none, as far as possible. One such method is conduct of Seminar which
enables congregation of scholars and dissemination of thoughts and facts. A maiden attempt, on this
aspect, was made in preparing the Tirunelveli District Gazetteer. When the outcome was so encourag-
ing, it was decided to adopt the method for other Districts too. Hence, the decision to have a Seminar
here in Tuticorin in Connection with the preparation of the Tuticorin District Gazetteers.
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THE PANDYAS

At this end of the Province reigns one of those five Royal
Brothers, who is a crowned King, and his name is
SONDER BANDI DAVAR. Inhis kingdom they find
very fine and great pearls; and I will tell you how they
are got .

PEARI-FISHING

You must know that the sea here forms a gulfbetween
theIsland of Seilan and the mainland. And all round this
gulf the water has a depth of no more than 10 or 12
fathoms, and in some places no more than two fathoms.
The pearl-fishers take their vessels, great and small, and
proceed into this gulf, where they stop from the begin-
ning of April till the middle of May. They go first to a
place called BETTELAR, and (then) go 60 miles into
the gulf. Here they cast anchor and shift from their large
vessels into small boats. You must know that the many
merchants who go divide into various companies, and
each of these must engage a number of men on wages,
hiring them for April and half of May. Ofall the produce
they have first to pay the king, as his royalty, the tenth
part. And they must also pay those men who charm the
great fishes to prevent them from injuring the divers whilst
engaged in seeking pearls under water, one twentieth
part of all that they take. These fish-charmers are termed
Abraiman; and their charm holds good for that day
only, for at night they dissolve the charm so that the fishes
can work mischiefat their will. These Abraiaman know
also how to charm beasts and birds and every living
thing. When the men have got into the small boats they
jump into the water and dive to the bottom, which may
be at a depth of from 4 to 12 fathoms, and there they
remain as long as they are able. And there they find the
shells that contain the pearls ( and these they put into a
net bag tied round the waist, and mount up to the sur-
face with them, and then dive anew. When they can’t
hold their breath any longer they come up again, and
after alittle down they go once more, and so they goon
all day). The shells are in fashion like oysters or sea-
hoods. And in these shells are found pearls, great and
small, of every kind, sticking in the flesh of the shell-fish.
In this manner pears are fished in great quantities, for
thencein fact come the pearls which are spread all over
the world. And I can tell you the King ofthat State hath
a very great receipt and treasure from his dues upon

those pearls.
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PERSONAL HABITS

It is their practice that every one, male and female, do wash the whole body twice every day; and
those who do not wash are looked on much as we look on the Patarins. (You must know also that in
eating they use the right hand only, and would on no account touch their food with the left hand. All
cleanly and becoming uses are ministered to by the right hand, whilst the left is reserved for uncleanly
and disagreeable necessities, such as cleansing the secret parts of the body and the like. So also they
drink only from drinking vessels, and every man hath his own; nor will any one drink from another’s
vessel. And when they drink they do not put the vessel to the lips, but hold it aloft and let the drink
spout into the mouth. No one would on any account touch the vessel with his mouth, nor give a
stranger drink with it. But ifthe stranger have no vessel of his own they will pour the drink into his
hands and he may thus drink from his hands as from a cup).

JUSTICE

They are very strict in executing justice upon criminals, and as strict in abstaining from wine.
Indeed they have made a rule that wine-drinkers and seafaring men are never to be accepted as
sureties. For they say that to be a seafaring man is all the same as to be an utter desperado, and that his
testimony is good for nothing. Howbeit they look on lechery as no sin.

(They have the following rule about debts. Ifa debtor shall have been several times asked by his
creditor for payment, and shall have put him off from day to day with promises then if the criditor can
once meet the debtor and succeed in drawing a circle round him, the latter must not pass out of this
circle until he shall have satisfied the claim, or given security for its discharge. Ifhe in any other case
presume to pass the circle he is punished with death as a transgressor against right and justice. And the
said Messe Marco, when in this kingdom on his return home, did himself witness a case of this. It was
the King, who owed a foreign merchant a certain sum of money, and though the claim had often been
presented, he always put it off with promises. Now, one day when the King was riding through the
city,the merchant found his opportunity, and drew a circle round both King and horse. The King, on
seeing this, halted, and would ride no further; nor did he stir from the spot until the merchant was
satisfied. And when the bystanders saw this they marvelled greatly, saying that the King was a most
just King indeed, having thus submitted to justice). ;

CLIMATE

You must know that the heat hereis sometimes so great that 'tis something wonderful. And rain
falls only for three months in the year, viz, in June, July and August. Indeed but for the rain that falls in
these three months, refreshing the earth and cooling the air, the drought would be so great that no one
could exist.

ASTROLOGY, OMENS

They have many experts in an art which they call Physiognomy, by which they discern a man’s
character and qualities at once. They also know the import of meeting with any particular bird or beast;
for such omens are regarded by them more than by any people in the world. Thus if aman is going
along the road and hears some one sneeze, if he deems it (say) a good token for himself goes on, but
if otherwise he stops a bit, or peradventure turns back altogether from his journey.
As soon as a child is born they write down his nativity, that is to say the day and hour, the month, and
the moon’sage. This custom they observe because every single thing they do is done with reference to
astrology, and by advice of diviners skilled in Sorcery and Magic and Geomancy, and such like diaboli-
cal arts; and some of them are also acquainted with Astrology.
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A PANDYA ROCK-CUT

CAVE AT MANAPPADU ON
PEARI FISHERY COAST

(A Research Article on St. Francis Xavier’s Grotto at Manapad)

The rock-cut cave at Mianappadu is a new addition to the list of rock-architecture on the Pandya
country, and, ofall the sandstone caves on the Pearl Fishery Coast, it is by far the most impressive, An
indirect reference to this cave seems to have been made in the Annual
Report of the Archaeological Survey of SouthernIndia, 1901 which B
states that, “Rock-cut caves of Pandyan origin were found at H. SARIg‘gR MA.
Kulasekharapatnam and Tiruchendur”.! But so far as the present  Superintending Archaeologist,
knowledge goes no such cave exists at Kulasekharapatnam. Per- Archaeological Survey of India,
haps the one noticed at Manappadu has been referred to incorrectly IempleSinrey o et
as the rock-cut cave at Kulasekharapatnam, a place situated about 5
km. to the north of Manappadu.

Manappadu stands on the northern fringe of a sandy promontory conspicuous by the presence of
alighthouse erected originally in 1788. As an early settlement of the Christian missionaries, the place,
inhabited mostly by the Paravans, figures prominently in the history of the Pearl Fishery Coast. *It was
one of the first villages visited by St. Francis Xavier, and a grotto is still pointed out on the sea ward
face of the cliffin which that saint lived and prayed”.? This very cave has been referred to in some of
the publications on the life and activities of St. Francis Xavier® This grotto, overlooking the distant
Thiruchendur headland, is a rock-excavation in the hardened sandstone cliff of the Manappadu prom-
ontory. Splashed by the waves of the Gulf of Mannar, the cave is located in a picturesque surrounding
comparable in every respect to that of the Valli’s cave near the Subrahmanyaswami temple at Tiruchendur,
the latter is about 18 km. to the north of the Manappadu headland. An official of the famous temple at
Thiruchendur, who first informed the writer about the existence of the rock excavation at Manappadu,

mentioned it as the original Valli’s cave.*

DESCRIPTION :
The Cave facing eastward is a modest excavation with its opening towards the sea. Excavated to

adepth of 32 ft. (9.75m), it is, in the main a pillared hall, measuring 16ft. 4 in x 17ft. 6in. (5%5.3m)
having a constricted vestibule (5ft.6in x 8ft.6in or 1.7x2.6m) fronted by a porch (12ft. or 3.65m in
. breadth) all placed axially. The roofs of the porch and the vestibule have almost given way but, in all
likelihood, they had originally no pillars. Four pillars, two in each row, divide the main hall into three
bays; they are plain and rectangular in section. The uttira or beam that runs over the potika or corbel
has been transformed into arches rising between the two pillars; perhaps it is not an original feature.
Likewise, the depressions on the smooth wall surface simulating niches - three on the northern, and one
each on the eastern and the western sides - are probably recent renovation for transforming it into a
church, Even the low benches, 2ft. (0.6m) in height cut out of the northern and the southern walls might
not have been an original feature. The altar with the standing figure of Xavier at the back wall of the
cave has been raised after cutting the rock to a depth of about 1ft. (0.3m). On the whole, the cave

®




appears to be a simple excavation without any shrine cell or embellishments, and in all probability,
intended to be used as a residential cave unlike those excavated in the granite rock.’

The Manappadu cave has a circular well (diam. 3ft. 3in or 0.98m internally) at the north-eastern
corner of the hall or mandapa, a characteristic very much unusual in the rock cut tradition of the
Pallavas and the Pandyas. Nor can it be compared with the water cisterns so common in the western
Indian caves. As a matter of fact, the location of the cave at this point at Manappadu was due largely
to the easy availability of spring-water on this coast. Even the situation of the Thiruchendur group of
caves was similarly conditioned by the availability of spring-water in the neighbourhood. Evidently, the
inmates of the Tiruchendur and the Manappadu caves had to depend on these springs for the supply of
drinking water.

COMPARISON

The caves at Thiruchendur and Manappadu; as stated above, were excavated in the sandstone
cliff unlike those in the farther inland where excavations in granite had been the general rule. From this
point of view, the caves on the Pearl Fishery Coast form a distinct class in contradistinction to the
granite ones in the Pandya country. Secondly while the granite groups, barring the natural caverns
were cave-temples of various dimensions, the excavations in the turfaceous sandstone, definitely an
inferior type of material might have been used generally as monkcells. This is true, as it will be shown
presently, also in the case of the Tiruchendur group of caves.

The Valli’s cave at Thiruchendur comprising a partially excavated hall and an inner cell to be
approached through an ‘L’ shaped passage was not perhaps intended to be used as a cave shrine.
Originally, the excavation consisted of a cell, with its entrance from the north and a narrow passage
from the north-eastern comer of the excavation. Some attempt might have been made subsequently to
work on the unexcavate part which resulted in the formation of an ambulatory passage all round the
unworked mass measuring 11ft.9in.x12ft. (3.6 x 3.65m). Itis evident from the presence of buttress
like projections on the southem sides, which are absent on the northern face of the unexcavated mass.
The entire excavation was carried out to a depth of 42 ft. 3in (12.9m) but once the inner shrine is
excluded the depth (31ft. 6in. or 9.6m) is almost equal to that of the Manappadu cave.

Besides the Valli’s cave, the ruins of a few excavations are to be seenat a slightly higher level than
that of the former. There were at least three separate excavations, facing north-west and one of them
must have pillaars. They were very small excavations had about 6ft. (1 .8m) deep and 4t (1 .2m) in
height, used possibly as cave-resorts. The Thiruchendur temple-complex, too, might have engulfed a
number of caves, of which the shrine with Anantasayana Vishnu has retained much ofits original char-
acter as arock-excavation. The District Gazetteer of Tinnevelly states that “the original portion of the
temple, containing the shrine of Subrahmaniaswamy and his two Ammansis cuf out ofthe sandstone
rock; the cliff has been left as far as possible to form the circuit walls, pillars, and reinforcements of
stone being added to support the stone superstructure. At one point in the outer circuit a shrine
dedicated to Vishnu has been hollowed out of the rock itself”.” At present, the Ranganatha cave,
facing south, measures 10ft. (3m) in width and 7ft. (2m) in depth, witha height of about 4ft. (1.2m).
Even the Panchalingesvara shrine by the side of the Subrahmanya sanctum was originally a rock-
excavation asit is evident from the chunks of sandstone jutting out of the subsequent masonry work.
Facing east, it measures about 8ft.10in.x6ft.6in. (2.7mx2m) the height being only 5ft. (1.5m). It is,
thus, evident that the Thiruchendur headland had atleast half a dozen caves excavated in the hardened
sandstone cliff, and all of them were small excavations, with their heights varying from 4ft. (1.2m) to
10ft. (3m). Compared to those caves, the one at Manappadu is much more impressive, and also larger
insize. Yet, either of the groups is not associated with any shrine. In the circumstances, one has to
identify them as residential cells, quite distinct from those cut into hard granite rocks. Evenin general
layout the caves on the Pearl Fishery Coast stand apart from the known Pandya types, which may
broadly be divided into the following five groups.

TYPEI: Simple squarish shrine-cells with a semblance of an ardha-mandapa, and generally
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enshrining arock-cut linga. Thistype is rare in the Pallava country but it constitutes a dominant type in
the Pandya area. Examples of'this type come from Vilinijam, Bhutapandi, Piranmalai, Malayakkovil
(eastern Siva cave etc.). '

TYPE II: Simple squarish shrine cells fronted by a well-defined porch, often divided into two
segments by providing a construction and a difference in levels, and with two pillars and also some-
times enshrining a rock-cut linga. Examples come from Narasimha Perumal cave (dated to A.D.
770).* and Ladan Kovil at Anaimalai, Malaiyadikkurichi (middle of the seventh century)’ Thirugokamam,
Virasikhamani, Sittannavasal (earlier than the ninth century)!® and Kudimiyamalai (seventh century)."

TYPE III: One celled shrine in the centre of the excavation, with ardha-mandapa and maha-
mandapa and having four pillars in variable arrangements, The shrineis generally square ifit does not
house theimage of Anantasayana Vishnu. Examples come from Kalugumalai, Tirukkalakkudi, Mangudi
etc. The cave at Pillaiyarapatti (seventh century)'? with three pillars and a pilaster, has its maha mandapa
running north-south although the shrine-cell and the ardha mandapa have an east-west orientation.

TYPEIV: Caves with a shrine at one of its sides and having pillars at the entrace of the cave.
Examples come from the Thirunandikkara, Thirupparankuntram (Umaiyandan cave ) Thirumayam
(Satyagiriswara) Siva cave dated to the (seventh century)"® Malayakkovil (southern Siva cave),
Thirumalaipuram, etc. It is more a Pandyan than a Pallava type for the latter class is represented only
by two examples, one at Dalavanur and the other at Thiruchirapalliupper cave 4

TYPE V: Caves with more than one shrine. (Examples come from Thiruchirapalli (lower cave)
and Thirupparankunram (Subramanya cave A D. 773) '*

The five types of caves in the Pandya country arranged from simple to the most evolved type
without, however, any chronological basis, are clearly temples meant for enshrining a linga oran image.
Sometimes, there are niches with sculptured figures on the wall, as one finds at Thirupparankunram and
Thiruchirapalli. Needless to say, the caves on the Pearl Fishery Coast, devoid of any embellishments,
do not confirm to any of the types of cave-temples enumerated above. The Manappadu cave, how-
ever, vaguely recalls the Type ITI of the above classification, but while the latter represents a shrine.
Thus, the Pandya caves, at the first instance, may be divided into two groups, viz. (i) cave-temple in
granite and (ii) excavations in sandstone, generally used as cave resorts. The former so far as the
ground-plan is concerned shows the five different types classified above.

DATING

In the absence of any foundation-inscriptionit is difficult to date the rock-cut cave at Manappadu.
Further, its tansformation into a Roman Catholic Church has also made the dating on stylistic grounds
difficult. The excavation in the hardened sandstone and its use as a monk-cell are factors that may
connect the Manappadu cave, chronologically and architecturally, with the ’Ihirugl}endur ones. Butthe
dating of the Valli’s cave is again based on circumstantial evidence. However, itisa well-knowr} fact
that Tiruchendur as a centre of the Subrahamanya cult attained renown as early as .the Sangan} period'®
although no details in respect of types and materials of structure there of that p.enod are available.

It is generally held that the Pandyas in the far-south took to rock architecture only after the
Pallavas. The latter started it some time in the last quarter of the sixth or first quarter of the seventh
century. On the basis of the dated Pandyan caves one can safely fix Fhe beginning of the rock-cut
tradition in the far south to the middle of the seventh century. For .mstan'ce the roclt:-cut cave at
Malaiyadikkurichi yielding an inscription of Sendan or J ayantavarman is ascribable to third quarter of
the seventh century. On palaeographical grounds, the Pillaiya'rpa}ttl cave may also be (_iated to the
seventh century, if not earlier. The occurrence of about four inscnp.tlons ascribable to the eigth century
from some of the most developed of the Pandya caves (Narasimha Per.umal cave at Anaimalai,
Subrahmanya cave at Thirupparankunram, et.) is likely to show. tha? the climax of the Pandya rock-
architecture was reached during the time of Jatila Parantaga Nedunjadaiyan (A.D. 765-§ 15) or Yaragtma
1. That the Pandyas continued to take active interest in the development of’ rock-arclutec‘:ture jcﬂl.about
the middle of the ninth century is evident from Srimara Sri-Vallabha’s (A.D. 815-862) inscription on
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the Sittannavasal cave. Thus, the activities connected with the rock-architecture in the Pandya country
lasted at least for two and a half centuries, i.e. from the seventh to the middle of the ninth and it is quite
likely that the excavations in the sandstone cliff of the Pearl Fishery Coast were an outcome of the same
architectural movement of that period. Apparently the Manappadu cave came into existence some
time in this period. In other words, in no case the excavation there can be dated later than the middle
of the ninth century.

The middle of the ninth century is a terminus adquem of the rock-excavation on the Pearl Fishery
Coast may be adduced though indirectly, from the evidence of a stone-inscription, incised on two sides
of two large slabs at the Subramanyaswamy temple at Thiruchendur, issued during the rule of one
Varaguna.'” According to the editor of the inscription, it is engraved in the Vattelutte alphabet of the
ninth century. He has also gathered good internal evidence to date the epigraph to the rule of Varaguna
II (A.D. 862-85) because the mention of placenames like Maramangalam, Parantaka-Valanadu. etc.,
may indicate that they must have been so called after the Pandya kings of identical names who pre-
ceded Varaguna II. At the same time, it has to be borne in mind that the inscriptions anticipates the
existence of the temple there, which, in turn might have engulfed a few caves cut into the sandstone cliff.
In the circumstances, one may easily date the caves at Thiruchendur at least to the middle of the ninth
century, although the possibility of an earlier date can by no means be ruled out.'®

CONCLUSION

It is evident from the foregoing that the sandstone caves at Thiruchendur along with the rock-
excavation at Manappadu constitutes a distinct group that might have come into existence, around a
sacred spot, as cave resorts of the Sanyasis by about the first half of the ninth century, if not earlier. Of
these caves, the one at Manappadu appears to be the most impressive, not withstanding the fact that it
hardly bears any similarity with the granite cave-temples of the Pandya country. It is not unlikely that
these caves were used by the Saiva Saints, as most of the early monuments there are Saivite in charac-
ter. Probably the Pandya country had been as centre of Jainsim prior to the seventh century, when
there came a revival, asit is evident from the Devaram hymns, of Saivism in far south. This Hindu
revival both in the Pallava and Pandya countries might have transformed the idea of rock-cut caves as
resortsinto that of shrines. Yet the caves at Manappadu and Thiruchendur may suggest that the idea to
use caverns as resorts could not be superseded completely by the new.idea that made its presence felt
in the south during the seventh to the ninth centuries.

Foot NotE

'Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey of Southern India 1901, July 22nd, para 7 p.6.

H.R. Pate, Madras District Gazetteers Tinnelvelly, I (Madras, 1917) pp.502-3.

*The hand of Xavier in the Pearl Fishery Coast, completed by a son of St. Francis Xavier (Madras, 1920), publishes
a photograph (page facing 158) which does not appear to be a real one as it has not even remote similarity with
the cave. On the other hand, it describes the cave somewhat correctly as follows (pp. 157-58 f.n.). “At the
extreme point of the promontory at Manappadu as is rightly recorded in the life of Verdier,SJ. by Fr. Dessal,SJ
there is a grotto of triple nave, 12' high and as many feet broad. In all appearance it was excavated by human
hands to serve as a temple of idolatry. Tradition tells us that its guardian, a Saivite penitent ceded it to St.
Francis Xavier when he visited these sea-coasts for the first time......this grotto, cut out in the rock is well
preserved as a chapel and venerated by the Manappadu Christians”. The Life of Francis Xavier from Italian
Rev.Frs. D. Bartoli and J.P. Maffel (first Indian edition by a son of St. Francis Xavier, Madras, 1923) also
publishes the same photograph on page facing 66. :

* Shri Avadaiyappan, Superintendent of Choultry Tiruchendur Temple. Manappadu appears to be connected with
many ancient traditions. The original name of the place is said to be Manappadu. When the Asura Surapadma
stood as a huge mango tree in the sea, off Manappadu, God Subrahmanya struck at him with his spear and clove
the tree into two, one part becoming a cock and these other a peacock. Then the God defeated them and made
the cock his banner and the peacock his vehicle or vahana. It is said that on this account the place came to be
known as “Manappadu” (and that no mango tree flourishes in the soil of Manappadu even to this day). It is
probably on account of these traditions that the rock-cut cave at Manappadu is pointed out by the local people
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as the original Valli’s cave. The above story is stated in J.M. Somasundaram Pillai’s Tiruchendur (Madras,
1948). p.46.

* An inscribed stone-tablet outside records in English and Tamil that, “This cave (once the dwelling of a Saivite
Sanyasi) has been sanctified by the prayers and penances of St. Francis Xavier’. It is followed by the Tamil
translation of the English text. The last line gives the date 1542-52 evidently the period of St. Xavier’s stay in the
area.

© A big well on the sea shore, not far away from Manappadu cave is now being used by the inhabitants there,

"H.R. Pate, p.506.

?A.S. Ramanatha Ayyar ed. South Indian Inscriptions XIV The Pandyas,

°K.A. Nilakanta Sastri. A History of South India (Madras 1966) p.152.

'T.N. Ramachandran, ‘Cave Temple and Paintings of Sittannavasal, Lalit Kala, no. 9 (New Delhi 1961) pp.34-37 also
sec R.R. Srinivasan, The Pillar Inscriptions of Sitannavasal and their bearing on the date of its paintings’ ibid
p.57.

' V. Venkkatasubba Ayyar op. cit: p.3 no.7. The cave bears a label parivadini-e-which occurs at Malayakkoyil,
Tirugokarnam and Tirumayam (upper and lower Siva caves) Prof.Sastri op. cit. 364, writes The Musical inscrip-
tion of Kudumiyamalai (Pudukottai) which consists of exercises to be practiced on stringed instruments has
been without good reason assigned to Pallava Mahendrayvarman I; we read at the end of the inscription that it
was the work of a Saiva monarch who was the pupil of Rudrachrya evidently a famous music master of the
seventh or eight century.

* A.S. Ramanatha Ayyar, op. cit. p.62. R. Nagassamy however, dates it to the fifth century A.D. See his ‘Some
contributions of the Pandia to South India Art’.

3 A.S. Ramanatha Ayyar, op. cit. (ii) and 2.

K R. Srinivasan Cave Temples of Pallavas, (New Delhi) 1964 pp. 71-89 and figs 12 and 13.

'3 A.S. Ramanatha Ayyar op. cit. pp. (i) and 2. for dated pandya caves. see K.R. Srinivasan “Rock -cut Monuments
* in Archaeologincal Remains Monuments and Museums (New Delhi 1964) p. 147. The present paper has not
taken into account cave temple indisputably attributable to the Muttaraiyars such as those at Narttamalai,
Kunnandarkovil, Malayadipatti etc. Also see, V. Venkatasubba Ayyar  Rock -cut caves in Pandya Country *
Proceeding of the Ninth Section of the Indian History Congress (Patna’ 46 pp. 166-177).

19The sangam works refer to Tiruchendur as Sendil (Puram 53, 1 18-19 Silappadikaram 24 and Alaivai (Agam‘ 266, l_l,
20-21 Thirumurugarrupadai 1.125. The Thirumurugarrupadai by Nakkirar is a long poem in praise of Fhe six
principal abodes (Padaividu) of Muruga in the country. Of these, the shrine at Tiruchendur occupies the
second place is importance. Information from D%) D. Devakunjari. ] . _ _

17 K. V. Subramanya Aiyar : “Tiruchendur Inscription guna Maharaja(Il) Epigraphia Indica XXI pp. 101-16.

18 The writer greatefully acknowledges his debt to Shri. K.R. Srinivasan and Shri. K.VSoundaxaMan his predocc§-

. sors in the office of the Temple Survey Project. (southern region as he had opportunity to consult their
unpublished notes, and also drawings prepared under the supenrisi.cm.of the form_er his tl'1anks. are due tq both
the scholars. The writer’s thanks are also due to Dr.(Miss) Devakunjari for her assistance in various ways in the

course of the preparation of this paper.
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wall was generally about twelve feet high with small
square bastions, and very short curtains. A few old ;
guns were mounted in these bastions, and the whole was surrounded by a thick hedge of cockspur
thorns, but no ditch. Arriving before it at eight o’clock a.m. preparations were instantly made for
breaching the north-western bastion, with the two iron twelve and one eight-pounder from a bank
about nine hundred yards distance and at half past eight we opened a fire though by no means so
destructive as was anticipated. The eight pounder,¥ndeed a foreign gun, fired so wild, that the shot
seldom hit the fort. At noon, therefore, the guns were moved on to another bank, about four hundred
yards from the wall and continued playing till half past three, when the breach appearing practicable,
the storm was ordered. The two howitgers and two six-pounders had also been firing on the fort from
a bank to the north-ward, but the sheels were so bad and the fuses so miserable that few of them burst,
or did any execution.

The party for assault was composed of the two companies of the 74th regiment, all the native
grenadiers, and a battalion company of the 3rd, the whole line being close to them, disposed to the right
and left, to keep down the enemy’s fire. They advanced with alacrity, under the heaviest fire imagin-
able, from the curtains and five or six bastions, the defences of which we had not been able to demolish
our men feel rapidly, but nothing imbedded their approach, even the hedge was speedily passed and
repeated attempts were made to surmount the breach but all in vain, Every man who succeeded in
reaching the summit was instantly thrown back, pierced with wounds, from both pikes and musquetry
and no footing could be gained. At length a retreat was ordered and truly dismal scene of harror
succeeded, all our killed and many of the wounded being left at the foot of the breach, over which the
enemy immediately spring and pursued the rear while others pierced the bodies both ofthe dying and
the dead.

The immediate defence of the breach was with pikes, from eighteen to twenty feet long behind
which a body of men frain on elevated spot, kept up a constant fire, whilst others in the bastions took
the assailants in flank. In the confusion of moment a hourtzer was left near the breach, which was
afterwards rescued by six officers and about fifty sepoys, under a fire, which killed one of the officers
and several of the men and wounded two other officers and five or six men. And here let me record the
personal bravery and devotion of captian Nicholas Mathew Smith, the first man who reached the gun
and whose example stimulated the rest, he was a fine honest fellow and a good soldier, but with the
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noble James Grant and several others, he has since paid the delet of nature. Our total loss this day was
four officers and forty nine men, killed and thirteen officers and two hundred and fifty four men,
wounded; besides several slight cases, not reported. Ofthe enemy’s loss we had no account. No
sooner had we gained a safe distance from the fort, than the line was formed, and encamping ground
marked out, the nearest part being at a distance of 1,500 yards from the walls. We had a high ridge in
the centre of the line, running parallel to the fort, and our ammunition and stores were placed inthe rear
out of sight of the enemy. Our picquets were posted on the baik from whence we first attempted to
breach and it ws completely dark before we could get under cover.

As all had like partakers in all dangers and discomfiture of the day, a dead silence reigned throughout
our line, the only tribute we could then pay to the memory of our departed brethren, and the enemy So
far respected our grief; as to allow us it’s unmolested indulgence.

To a mind accustomed to think our total failure of this day was perfectly inexplicable and how the
breach was defend appeared almost miraculous for none of the actual defenders over showed them-
selves above the broken parapet, and certainly that was entirely destroyed and a practicable passage
apparently made to the terre plein of the bastion, long pevious to our attack. Yet here a grove of pikes
alone presented itselfto our view; and the enemy appearing in every other part of the works, exposing
themselves without the smallest reservation, were constantly shot by our men. Who were covering the
storm and as constantly replaced by others; whilst they kept up a most unnatural yell the whole time,
from upwards of five thousand voices, which only ceased with our retreat, Of one hundred and twenty
Europeans on the storming party only forty six escaped unhurt, and including officers and artillery, one
hundred and six were killed and wounded of the whole force. This was so very large a proportion as
to make the duty come heavy on the survivors for a considerable time, when our disheartened men
required a constant and undeviating example of that cheerful devotedness to their duty which can alone
secure the confidence of soldiers in times of unusual diffity and danger.

Of the 74th regiment, Lieutenants Campbell and Shanks were killed, captain Campbell mortally
wounded, Lieutenant Fletcher badly. Ofthe 3rd, Lieutenant Egan killed, Major Sheppard, Licutunant
Greaves and Doctor Barter wounded. Ofthe 4th Lieutenant Magnell killed and Lieutenant Claphain
wounded. Ofthe 9th Lieutenant Torriano mortally and Captain Hazard wounded. Ofthe 1st battalion
of the 14th, Lieutenants Elliot, Brown, Wright and M’Cay wounded. Ishould have mentioned,. t}‘xat a
body of one thousand Eteapoor poligars, hereditary enemies of the Panjalumcoorchy race, had joined
us on the March, having a company of sepoys and captain Charles Trotter attached to them. These
brave and faithful allies made some unsuccessfiil attempts at an escalade on the other side of the fort
whilst we were on the west face, but were repulsed with considerable loss though we had no official
returns of their casualties. This circumstance alone proves how numerous the defenders must have
t'?"?ganhe 1st of April was ushered in with the painful re-collection that many of our late gay and
cheerful companians were lying at the foot of breach unburied anda ﬂ.ag of truce was conseque{lt_ly sent
to the fort, to entreat permission to remove and intern our dead. This was kindly :and unconc:htnona}ly
accorded and we than collected the disfigured and gory bodies and buried them in the evening, with
military honours, the enemy, setting us a bright example of humapity, que not the smarllest attempt to
disturb us and we enjoyed a good night’s rest, that ofthe preceding having been anything but refresh-
0 Perfectly convinced that our present measures were utterly i_nade?quate to the capture ofaplace
so defended Major Macaulay, who had shared every danger with his troops and %ucklly came o{_’f
unhurt, determined to turn the siege into a blockade, as far as the actual state of affaxr_s would permit
and thus await reinforcements, particularly of battering guns and ammunition, for this purpose, the
pioneers, dooly-bearers, and lascars, were employed to make temporary shelte{ for the arms of the
men on duty, with small breast, worksand c.; and the camp was regularly formed, in an oblonlg squacrle,
having the ridge in the centre, with a high tank bank in the rear, a tank of fine water on the left and a

larger one, for watering cattle on the right.
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The 2nd April passed in quiet, excepting that the poligars several times called out; when any of'us
approached and demanded an amnesty, declaring their readiness to obey the British Government, and
pay their kists, but protesting against the imprisonment of their chiefs. The reply we were instructed to
give us was, that  we would not treat with rebels in arms, that they must deliver up all their chiefs and
lay down their arms unconditionally. This evening, while sitting at dinner, we were suddenly saluted
about eight O’Clock by a shower of bullets and found the enemy determined to keep us employed. It
was remarkably dark, and we were not fully aware of their numbers and intentions till the moon rose,
when they were perceived retiring after having wasted a good deal of ammunition and wounded Lieu-
tenant Lyne of the Cavalry very severely and five men in our camp.

From this time till 22nd, nothing occurred worth notice. We had daily skirmishes, in which a few
men fell on both sides and our Pioneers and C. were busily employed in strengthening our outposts,
and in raising a kind of breast work, to resist cannon shot, which the enemy sent into our camp from

_some old guns, drawn out under the walls of the fort for that purpose. At noon, this day, a heavy
thunderstorm accompanied by wind and rain, suddenly assailed us and as such a time was the most
favourable in which to oppose pikes to fire-arms, we began to fall in, when in a twinkling, the thunder
was succeeded by the flash and sound of our six-pounder on the most distant outpost and a strong
party dashed towards it immediately. This post consisted of a company of Sepoys with a party of
artillery, and one gun on the bund of a large tank, five or six hundred yards to the south ward of the fort,
and one thousand two hundred from our nearest post. Lieutenant H. Dey who had been ordered
down, with a company of'the 3rd, to relieve a similar party of the 9th under Lieutenant Clason, noon
being the time of removing all our outposts observing anunusual collection of clouds and sagaciously
auguring there from the probability of a storm, being senior officer, had very sensibly taken upon
himselfto detain the other company. The squall approached, beating in their faces, and was immedi-
ately followed by one thousand pikeman. Our poor fellows, assailed by two such enemies at once,
strove to give a fire, but hardly a musket would go off, and the gun after being discharged once only,
was in the enemy’s possession. The poligars more intent on seizing the ordinance than on injuring its
defenders wounded only eight men of the party and were pushing off with their prize as fast as the wet
cotton ground would permit, when our reinforcements appearing Lieutenants Dey and Clason rushed
back accompanied by many of their men and we succeeded in reserving our Cannon from the hands of
the Philistines although many hundreds more rushed out of the fort to their assistance and as the rain
ceased, they poured our multitudes with fire-arms who being confronted as readily by similar parties
from our camp a general action ensued, which I may well say, ended in smoke, both parties making
much noise, and neither doing much execution. After about an hour’s fighting, as if with one accord,
the firing ceased, both parties retired to count their casualties, of which the most serious tally must have
been ball cartridges.

This night about nine O’Clock we were roused by another thunder-storm, when all hands were
again beat to quarters. In a short time faint flashes of fire-arms could be disearned through the gloom,
in the direction of all our outposts and now and then the report of a cannon added to the horrors of
darkness. A general attack with pikes was now anticipated in every part of the line and no one could
tell what was going on, on either side of him. Our anxiety was to preserve the arms from damp, but
this, from the violence of the rain, proved impossible and all stood wet to the skin, enjoying, in delightful
anticipation, a thrust through the body from a pike, as sharp as a razor and only twenty feet long. At
this critical juncture a body of two or three hundred men came rushing on the line with dreadful cries
and were within an inch of being treated as enemies when they were discovered to be pioneers hascars,
and coolies who had been at work on an intended battery within four hundred and fifty yards of the
fort, and to their eternal disgrace, a few sepoys who had shamefully abandoned their postsin terror and
dismay; these latter were instantly placed in confinement. The pioneers had been exposed without
arms or any protection, had been actually assaulted in the battery and their sand bags and C, carried off
in triumph, nor was it indeed intended that they should attempt to defend themselves, In about two
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hours the weather cleared up and though the numbers of the enemy, who had sallied forth, could not be
ascertained, yet tranquillity was then restored and not again disturbed that night. ,

Thg next day having only seen three faces of the fort, Major Macaulay, determined on a strong
reconnaissance, and proceeded round it, out of reach of musquetry from the walls, accompanied by
the cavalry and the Ist battalion of the 3rd regiment. The enemy, ever on the alert, manned the walls
and sent a few cannon shot among us, but did no damage, as they seemed to apprehend an assault on
the opposite face, but we had no sooner passed, than they began to come out. and attempted to
impede our return though too late to interfere with our real design. The cavalry having now, four six
pounders as gallopers, therefore, merely gave them a few rounds and then we retired at leisure.

From this time till the 19th of May, nothing remarkably occurred. Every two or three days,
skirmishes, provoked by our followers ended in nearly the same manner as those already mentioned
and we daily lost some men without being sure of the damage done to the enemy. Altogether, indeed,
we lost about sixty in this quiet period, which considering all matters, was a very small proportion, for
the poligars had now brought a nine-pounder and a three to bear upon us which they plied from the
traverses of the north and south gates and much were we indeleted to providence for the numerous
escapes made in a crowded camp through which the shot ranged from front to rear, without doing
much damage. During this time, however, we were not idle ourselves, since our cannon daily sent a
few dozens of heavy shot into the fort which we flattered ourselves could not fail to do execution. We
also constructed to tower twenty paces long and fifteen broad, within six hundred yards of the western
face, which being about sixteen feet high, might likewise answer as a breaching battery. Here we place
a guard of sixty men and it was an object of much jealousy to the enemy who did all they could to retard
it’s progress. It was about one hundred and fifty yards from the old work, which the enemy destroyed
on the night of the 22nd of Apirl and when completed, the two twelve pounders were mounted in it.
About this time we got accounts of the approach of Lieutenant Colonel Agnew, with reinforcements,
and on the 21st of May he arrived with Captain John Munro, Major of Brigade and Captain Marshall,
Private Secretary and personal Brigade-Major and immediately determined on the point of attack.
We were fired on while reconnoitering and had two men wounded. On the 22nd his Majesty’s 77th
Regiment, Colonel Spry, a Company of artillery under Captain Sir John Sinclair, three companies of
the 1st battalion of the 7th Regiment under captain C. Godfrey and four companies of the 1st battalion
of the 13th regiment under captain Townsend, also joined our Camp, with four iron eighteen pounders,
two five and a half and two four and a halfinch hovitzers and abundance of ammunition. Inaddition to
which, the 1st regiment of height cavalry under Captain J. Doveton and one hundred and fifty Malays
under Captain Whitley also arrived this evening. On the 22nd of the Colone having again reconnoitred
with Sir.John Sinclair and Lieutenant Bradley of Engineers, determined on our post on the South bank,
for a breaching battery, three people were killed by cannon shot this day and we got the four eighteen-
pounders and two hovitzers with two six pounders into the battery. :

I must here mention that our fellow-soldiers who arrived yester day, held the fort and enemy in
much contempt and seemed to think that we had not previously done our duty.

On the morning of the 23rd of May at sunrise, we opened two batteries at once, on the s.outh,
western bastion of the fort. Our tower breaching and C. with two twelve pounders and two hovitzers;
while the grand battery favoured them with salvos which soon demolished the southern faces and
salient angle of the bastion. By noon, the storming party was ready to advance, but our old comman-
dant took colonel Agnew aside and backed by another old friend persuaded him to delay the assault
until the next day, much against what appeard to him his better judgement. The.ﬁring was therefore
kept up all night to prevent the enemy from repairing the breach. The next morning the guns were all
turned to demolish the defences, and cut offthe breached bastion, which being completely effected, at
one O’Clock P.M. having run the tower gunds half way down to the fort, the storming party was
ordered to advance. st bl

" It consisted of the grenadiers, and a battalion company of the 74th regiment, the grenadier’ light
company, and a battalion company of the 77th, the granadiers of the 3rd, 4th, 7th, 13th, and 14th
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regiments, the Malays and a detachment of the 9th.

Notwithstanding this formidable array, with the whole force ready to back them, the defenders
shrunk not from their duty, but received our brave fellows with renewed vigour and the breach was so
stoutly defended, that although the hedge was passed in a few minutes, it was nearly halfan hour before
aman of our’s could stand upon the summit, while bodies of the enemy, not only fired on our storming
party from the broken bastions on both flanks but others sallied round and attacked them in the space
within the hedge. At length, after a struggle of fifteen minutes in this position, the whole of the enemy in
the breach being killed by hand-grenades, and heavy shot thrown over among them, cur granadiers
succeeded in mounting the breach and the resistance afterwards was of no avail, although one body of
pikemen charged our granadiers in the body of the place and killed three of them. Our cavalry now
under the command captain Doveton, with James Grant barely recovered from his wound, had been
posted with four gallopers, near the eastern face to arrest the fugitives.

A general panic now seized the enemy and they fled from their assailants as fast as possible. But
no sooner had they got clear of the fort, than they formed into two solid columns and thus retreated,
beset, but not dismayed, by our cavalry, who attacked them in flank and rear and succeeded in cutting
off six-hundred. The remainder, however, made good their retreat and a column of about two thou-
sand ultimately escaped. Four hundred and fifty dead bodies of the enemy were also found in the fort,
those killed on former occasions having been disposed off outside to the eastward.

Our loss on this day was Lieutenant Gilchrist; of the 74th, a remarkably fine young man, and a
most gellant soldier, who had distinguished himself so much as to be beloved by the whole force.
Lieutenants Spalding and Campbell of the 77th and Lieutenant Fraser of the 4th killed. Lieutenant
M’ Clean, Scotch Brigade, Captain Whitleo of the Malays, Lieutenant Valentine Blacher of the 1st
Cavalry; Lieutanant Campbell of the 74 th and Lieutenant Birch of the 4th sounded. Lieutenant
Blacker was piked in two or three places, but emulating James Grant, who was always the foremost in
danger, he would not desist, until our trumpets had sounded the recall. Europeans killed nineteen, and
wounded seventy six. Natives killed twenty four and wounded ninety six making a total mcludmg
Officers of two hundred and twenty three.

To us, who had suffered so severely in our unsuccessful assault a sight of the interior of this
abominable dog-kennel was most a acceptable, the more so, as this was the first time it had even been
taken by storm. Though frequently attempted. Nothing could equal the surprise and disgust which
filled our minds at beholding the wretched holesunder ground, in which a body of three thousand men
and for sometime their families also had so long contrived to exist. No language can paint the horrors
of the picture. To shelter themselves from shot and shells, they had dug these holes in every part of the
fort and though some might occasionally be out to the east -ward, yet the place must always have been
excessively crowded. The north-west bastion, our old breach, attracted our particular attention and
description ofit will therefore serve for every other in this fort. It was about fifteen feet high on the
outside and nearly square; the face we breached was thirty feet long and a parapet of about three feet
thick at the summit, gradually increased sloping down into the centre, which was barely sufficient to
contain about forty men the passage in the gorge being only wide enough to admit two at a time. The
depth in centre, being originally on alevel with the interior, was increased as the top mouldered down,
so as to leave the defenders entirely sheltered from everything but the shells and shot, which we had
latterly used more by accident than design. These were of course, thrown over from the outside and
nothing else could have secured us the victory, since every man in the last breach was killed and the
passage blocked up before our granadiers obtained a footing above. Their long pikes, used in such a
sheltered spot, must be most powerfully effective. No wonder, then that every man who got to the top
was instantly pierced and thrown down again. He could never get at his enemy, and indeed could
scarcely tell from whence the blow was inflicted. The system of defence adopted by these savages
would have done credit to any engineer. Nothing could surpass it but their unwearied perseverance.
Had the bastion been solid or their defensive weapons only musquets and bayonets, we should not
have had mortification to lie before it for two months and had our cavalry been more efficient we should
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not have had a continuance of this warfare for six months longer. The fugitive phalant, making good it’s
retreat to Sherewele, was there joined by twenty thousand men of the Murders.

: Bet:ore I quit this place for ever, my plans and sketches being the only memorials ofit that now
ex:s? for 1? was razed to the ground and ploughed all over but a few months afterwards, I must pay a
parting tribute to the memory of one of the bravest and most cheerful fellows I ever knew. Michael
Egan, one of the first day fell pierced through the body and we all thought him dead. When the retreat
was sou_nded and a rush not the most creditable, was made in opposite direction, I was employed in
suppO{tmg or rather carrying off a wounded grenadier of the 74th on looking behind me, I saw poor
Egan rise from the ground and run a few yards pursued by pike -men. The first impulse might have left
me by' his .side but where I could reach the spot, he was piked through and through and feel to rise no
more in this Yvorld. His mangled body was wept over next morning, not only by his brother officers, but
b3f every native officer and sepoy of the crops. Michael Egan was a manly honest, and liberal fellow
with a frame of iron and wanting only a little more education to have insured a rapid advancement in the
world. As, living, he was beloved by every man who knew him, so he was lamented by them dead,
and the friend who now with an aching heart attempts to record his worth paid the last sad tribute to his
remains when entered on the field of battle.

Having already introduced one native soldier to the reader. I cannot close the Panjalam coorchy
annals, without marking mention of another equally distinguished and equally unfortunate in the succes-
sor to Subadar Sheik Edraum of the bodyguard. His name has escaped me, but his conduct is engraven
on my memory, never to be forgotten emulating his noble commander, now much enfeebled by his
wound but still the foremost amongst the enemy, this native officer pierced through the whole column
more than once, cut down four or five of the enemy himself and at last fell covered with wounds and
was afterwards found perfectly lifeless. I could mention many others but they would extend my journal
to an unresonable length, not having, however done our Eteapoor allies sufficient justice. Considering
the share they took in the whole service, I shall conclude this part of my narrative with the death of one
of their chief. Mortally wounded, he desired that his body might immediately be carried ie Major
Macaulay, who was at the time surrounded by his English Officers. The old man who was placed
upright in a chair, then said with a firm voice “ I have come to show the English how a poligar can die”.
He twisted his whiskers with both hands as he spoke and in that attitude expired.

The three companies of the 9th, under Captain Hazard being left with the pioneers to destroy the
fort, a work by no means to be envied on the 25 th of May, the Company of the 16th, under Captain
M’Donnell, was sent ten miles off to garrison Tutucorine, which the enemy had abandoned.
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