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“An improvement on the plan adopted in the above
Nikantu was made in © pal porul cilagmani > written in
1700 A.D. Tts author was Isvara Bharati, son of a
certain Chidambara Bharati of Madacal. As one of his
- prefatory stanzas pays homage to the God at Tirunelvelli
this Madacai should be somewhere in neighbourhood.
The author expressly states that following Amarakosa,
he divides his work into three sections. In the manuscript
available the third section is not found. The first section
deals with words having one meaning, the second with
homonyms, and 'the third with group-names will at once
be seen, that the classification adopted is somewhat
simpler, while many sections must be examined before a
word is found in Akaradi Nikantu, it is enough to look
through two sections, in ¢ Pal-porul-cilamani ° These two
sections are in alphabetical order, thcugh that order does
not extend beyond the initial letter. There are in this
Nikantu about 800 words having one meanmg and about
1465 words having more than one meaning the total
number of words being 4265,

Tamil Lexicon. page XXXIV

From the above citation it may be seen that the
author of this work ‘Vadamalai Nikanty’ and the work
‘Pal=Porul-childmani is the same Isvara Bharati, son of
Chidambara - Bharati of Madacai Nagar near Tirunelveli.
It is also seen that both the works contained three
identical chapters. The third chapter is not available in
both the manuscripts. The first chapter is not available in
the ‘Vadamalar Nikantu’. The second chapter dealing with
homonyms is available in hoth the texts making a com-
parison feasible. However the work ‘Pal porul chalémani’
has not so far been published, excepta few verses
cited in Lexicon and “The history of Tamil Lexicon’ by
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The question naturally arises why these are called by
two different names in the prefatory verses of the
‘respective texts. It is seen that the colophons are also
‘almost identical except for some minor changes. It is pos-
sible that the author first compiled the text on 13th August
1700 and named it “Pal-porul Chalaman:”. Later, probably
some years after, he wrote a revised and slightly enlarged
version and named it “Iraiyur Vadamalai Nikantu” in
honour of some grateful memory. The date of Com-
. position remained the same.

The words are arranged in this Vadamalai Nikantu
-in alphabaitcal order. Regarding the introduction
of the alphabetical system S. Vaiyapuri pillai holds
the Akaradi Nikantu of Revana Siddhar of Chidambaram
compiled in the year 1594 AD. as the earliest. Prof pillai
‘holds that probably the Tamil composition “Varukka
kovai” influenced Revana Sidhha to introduce
alphabetical order or perhaps he must have borrowed
_the idea from Sanskrit Sources.

Arranging words in alphabetical “system is a very
_ancient system in Tamil Nadu. Saint Appar has com-
posed one of his hymns consisting of 30 verses, in the
alphabetical order. The Pallava ruler Mahendra, in 7th
“cent. has inscribed several of his titles in alphabetical order
in his cave temples. Similarly several titles of the Pallava
Rajasimha are found in alphabetical order in the Kaila-
sanatha temple of Kanchi. Thus alphabetical system is
so well known as early as 7th cent. in the Tamil land.

It is of interest to mention that several poets of
eminence in Tirunelveli reglon were vying with each other
‘in compiling dictionary in the 17th, 18th & 19th centuries
A.D. Quite a number of leantu manuscripts so far
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