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INTRODUCTION

BEY THE
Head Master,

Hixpu Turorocicar Hica Bcmcor, Mapras.

e P QLB PO Drenne

TuE book herewith ushered into the world is a Tamil
rendering of a very authoritative Sanskrit work‘ on logie
and metaphysics—The Tarka-paribasha of Kesavamisra
who lived 600 years ago. Of the six pARsavas or systems
of Indian philosophy, the Nyayya whose sutras were for-
mulated at least 2000 years ago by Gautama, dealing with
the laws of reasoning and thoughs, was ardaously studicd |
from the very beginning, and manifold commentaries from
time to time appeared on the original aphorisms. Tarka
isin fact the first branch of study tackled by those who
alm ot becoming Sasrrarvas or scheolars.

A knowledge of s paribhashs, te‘gminology, 15 indis-
pensable to a carvedul wnderstandico of Indian thought in
general. Thus it was that apart from commerteries on
the aphorisms of Gaulamna, several treatises on Tarics came
later to be written; so tunh the liternture ¢ the suisact of

TIndian T‘n_.wic:—-(}‘_ ore nrenerly_dislectica mixed © » with



metaphysiss—is now considerable indeed.. Of vhese later
treatises, the Tarkaparibhasha of Kesavamisva occupies the
{ront rank in importance and authofity,as is evidenced by
the fact that Prof. Aufrecht notes no less than twenty-
three commentaries thereon. .

Kesavamisra's work was translated into Tamil about
80) yearsago by the well-known Sivaprakasa Swamigal of
Thuraimangalam. It has been since printed; but the edition
18 seriouisly marred with errors and misprints, depriving
the work of much of its intrinsiz merit. The Tamil render-
ing is therefore reprinted correctly and issued now hy
Pandit Vadivalu Chettiar.

I skiduld add a word about the-notes on the Tamil
text added by Mr. Vadivalu Chettiar. They have the great
nerib of being very concise and to the point, giving help
to the reader just where help is needed. No Tamil reader
of average intelligence can find ditficulty now to read the
book for himself. T have glanced at several portions
and have compared some with the original Sanskrit work
und the commentaries thereon. The Pandit has evidently
taken no little pains to prepare these notes ; he has indeed
Iaid the en{ire"lt‘mnil reading . public. under an obligation

to him.



‘Tt 35 high time that the knowledge contained in desd
or forcign languages is rendered into the living tongue of
the people and  brought within reach of all. T trust thut
this publication will therefore be received with the appre-
ciation that it so richly deserves. I can confidently recomi-
mend this work to any one who wishes to acquaint  himself
with a most interesting and instructive brauch of ancient
Indian learning—a study of which will qualify us in no
small degree intellectually to grapple with the higher

probleins of life.

M. Krishnamacharyar, 8. A, L.

21st February,
1908.
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