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PREFACE

I am delighted to note that Hindi Hridaya is bringing
out a volume of ancient, time-honoured and yet equally
current Tamil Proverbs translated into Hindi by Shrimathi
Kamaks}li Subramanian, assisted by Dr. S. St/lb/famanian
Vishnupriya, Dr, S. Vijaya, Dr. S. Bhavanishankar and Shri
‘Sanjay Joshi.

Language has been the master tool which man, in his
endless adventure after knowledge and power, has shaped
for himself, and which, in its turn, has shaped the human
mind as we know it. It has continuously extended and
conserved the store of knowledge upon which mankind has
drawn for centuries since the dawn of history. It has furnished
the starting point of all our sciences. It has been the
instrument of social cohesion and of moral law, and through
it human society has developed and found itself. Language,
indeed, has been the soul of mankind.

Proverbs, epigrams, maxims and sayings are the
established and time-tested tools of any great language.
Language is only in part an individual instrument. It is in
the main the community instrument used for community
purposes. As such it tends to launch out on a career of its
own, to which individuals contribute very much as the coral
insect contributes to the growth of a coral reef or island.
Action can give us the feeling of being used, but only words
can glve us the sense of we1ght and purpose Meamngs

:ely, to selecx a‘*md
arrange them to inspire the mindg 'f' he ‘gglégt the
3 ?8 changmg and

spirit. Words are a dynamic ford
nations.



In this context I would like to. recall the following
beautiful words of Ralph Waldo Emerson :

"We infer the spirit of a nation in great measure from
the language, which is a sort of monument to which each
forcible individual in a course of many centuries has
contributed a stone. And, universally, a good example of this
social force is the veracity of language, which cannot be
debauched. In any controversy concerning morals, an appeal
may be made with safety to the sentiments which the
language of the people express. Proverbs, words and
grammar-inflections convey the public sense with more
purity and precision than the wisest individual."

Tamil is a great and ancient language which abounds
in thousands of proverbs which have enriched the life and
literature of the Tamils for over five thousand years. A good
proverb is a diamond on the finger of a man of wit and a
pebble in the hand of a fool. The wide spread currency of
several ancient Tamil Proverbs in day to day speech even
today only proves that a fine proverb is too hard even for the
tooth of time, and is not worn away by all the centuries,
serving a rich and tasty food for every epoch. There is a
proverb in Tamil for dealing with every situation or crisis or
problem or dilemma. A proverb has been compared to a
scorpion, because as the sting of a scorpion lies in it's tail, so
also the force of a proverb rests in the conclusion.

. One of the Sangam Works belonging to the class/ group
of ‘WHQemamr SipssamsE’ goes by the name
‘L pGiomTLf) BTepT M. Many verses compiled during the
Sangham period have been embellished with proverbial
e:ipressions. The great epics such as Jivaka Cintamani,
Kamba Ramayanam, Kanda Puranam etc., reveal the
proverbial expressions of their respective periods.



St. Thirunavukkarasar, in one of his hymns on Thiruvarur,
has beautifully couched ten adages while expressing his past
futile, activities and purposeless life. (4th Thirumurai;
Pathikam 5). In the beginning of the 20th century, many
works dealing with proverbs and adages in Tamil had
appeared.

Likewise in Sanskrit Language also, proverbs and
adages are called "Prachinokti", Vyavahakarika Bhasha",
"Vyavahara Bhashita" etc. Maxims go by the specific name,
"Nyaya"such a "Sthanu Purusha Nyaya", "Rajju Sarpa Nyaya"
efc.

The Ramayana, Mahabharatha, Puranas qnd even
some of the Vedic hymns have been embellished by
appropriate and scintillating proverbial expressions.

I congratulate the authors for bringing out a volume
containing translation of hundreds of Tamil Proverbs which
‘have withstood the ravages of time into Hindi. Efforts and
exertions of this kind will promote great awareness and
emotional appreciation of the different languages and
cultures of India, strongly sustaining, supporting and even
reinforcing the slowly crumbling edifice of national unity.

4«/»”

N. MHHHLINGRM




AUTHOR'S PREFACE

I would very much prefer my preface to be in Tamil or Hindi
but as I have to reach both the linguistic groups, I am placing my
prefatorial sentiments in English.

Having been educated in Tamil during my school days, if
has been to me, a language like almost alternate palpitation. I have
been collecting sayings and pyoverbs from my childhood days. I

-learned Hindi as the third Janguage and developed a kind of
expertise by becoming a Teacher of Hindi. I remember Livingston
Gull's statement "The best way to learn is to teach".

My one passion in Hindi was reading Munshi Premchand
and every time I read him, I could sense the striking similarity in
his rustic diction with the proverbs, sayings & maxim current in
Tamil. I have been matching them all these years. I had also
occasion to go through 'A classified Collection of Tamil Proverbs
by Rev. Hermen Jansun and A Dictionary of Tamil Proverb by Rev.
John Cayan. I also collected proverbs and John Cayans phrases
from the following books LmigHuer sarey, Heusmibluf)er
FU b, Qumeraluflar G)Feveu 6it, Loarey T&LD, @ FHeiTLI TaHITIg
§lhusid, gig 196 erveney, sdtalsTL.B @)F %750 and many
other books in Tamil Penned by giants of literature. I have found
matching expression in Premchand, Prasad, Rangeya Raghav,
Yashpaal, Amritlal Nahar, Bala Souri Reddy, R. Sourirajan and many
other writers in Hindi.

A life long ambition fell into frame and is here before you.

Two persons have deeply influenced me Rukmini Devi
Arundale of Kalakshetra under whom I worked for more than three
decades and Kumararani Meena Muthiah of Chettinad Vidyashram
who has been inspiration to me all these years.

Iam grateful to my husband Dr. S. Subramanian Vishnupriya,
to my close friend Dr. S. Vijaya, to my son Dr. S. Bhavani Shankar
to my daughter in Law Jyotshna & Shri Sanjay Joshi of SIDBI for
helping me in this boon during various stages of compilation.

I am grateful to Dr. N. Mahalingam, Chairman, Shakti Group .
of Companies & Shri. M. Dharmarajan, General Secretary, S.B.I.O.A
for their Scholarly Prefaces.

KAMAKSHI SUBRAMANIAN



'FOREWORD

It gives me great pleasure to come across the first volume
of Tamil proverbs and sayings with Hindi Translation, compiled
and authored by Mrs. Kamakshi Subramanian, assisted by Dr.
S. Subramanian, Dr. S. Vijaya, Dr. S. Bhavani Shankar and Shri.
Sanjay Joshi. Yet another proud publication of the Hindi
Hirdaya, the book contains a number of Tamil proverbs, sayings
and maxims in original with Hindi translation, making an
interesting reading in both the languages.

Proverbs, sayings are always the collective expression of
wit and wisdom of all nations and their culture, which have
withstood the test of time through ages. They are not only
thoughts put in a nutshell but also are words having impact on .
people. All nations, regions, and religions have placed in
prominence these proverbs in various literature and religious
books. The book of proverbs as published in the Bible is an

example.

Proverbs, which constitute wisdom literature, are also
wealth of tradition of a Nation and culture, handed down from
generation to generation mainly to uphold values to its people.
It instructs discipline, develops mental clarity and perception.
It is no wonder the proverbs and sayings are innumerable in
Tamil, the most ancient and classical language. The author has
not spared any pain to patiently search for, collect, preserve,
classify and provide a parallel Hindi translation in lucid
language which no doubt will be welcomed by Hindi knowing
population all over the world. It shall have a special place in
the hearts of Tamil-Hindi diglots.

I heartily congrétulate the author Smt. Kamakshi
Subramanian for her valuable contribution to the growth of
reference literature in Hindi as well as in Tamil.
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