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FOREWORD

The compilation of th: papers presented at the
Symposium held in Sri Venkateswara University on
Tirukkural as a monogram is a laudable effort of
Dr. N. Subbu Reddiar. Ideas reinforcing the moral
values stated in the cryptic couplets of Tiruvalluvar by
eminent scholars who participated in the Symposium
through this volume are made available to many.

Society is dynamic and attitedes, values and
behaviour patterns of mankind change with the times,
Language similarly undergoes great changes in tune
with the changing trends of people. Language being
the vehicle of communication of observations and
thoughts of poets and philosophers for posterity
constantly undergoes metamorphosis. Tamil an ancient
and classical Dravidian language was enriched by
scholars like Tiruvalluvar whose understanding of the
human behaviour 1700 years ago was suberb and unique.
Kural even to-day has a place of pride and many of
the couplets are adopted as guidelines by mankind all
over the world.

The commentaries in English, Telugu, Sanskrit,
Hindi and other languages presented by the partici-
pants at the symposium strengthen the belief that
the sayings of Tiruvalluvar through Tirukkural have
extended beyond the frontiers of India and continues to
influence people to observe ethics in every walk of life.
In this, this is a significant contribution to the reading
public,

Dr. D, Jaganatha Reddy,

Vice-Chancellor,
Sri Venkateswara University



AN APPRECIATIVE NOTE

1 was delighted to have the opportunity of inaugu-
rating the Symposium on ‘Tirukkural organised in
February 1974 under the auspices of the Tamil Depart-
ment of Sri Venkateswara University.

Tirukkural is literary masterpiece which deals in
sublime language with topics which are of perennial
interest to mankind. Its author, Tiruvalluvar, has
embodied in bis maxims lofty wisdom on various
aspects of life. Tirukkural has several commentaries
written by eminent writers of different ages. It has
been translated into many languages and bas evoked
the admiration of great thinkers and savants from
different parts of the world.

The Symposivm on Tirukkural, in which eminent
scholars participated, was a fruitful endeavour. The
participants dwelt on Tiruvalluvar’s ideas and ideals
from different angles. T am sure that the Proceedings
will be of great benefit both to scholars and laymen
alike. I wish to express my sincere appreciation for
the excellent manner in which the Symposium was
conducted.

N. D, Sundaravadivelu,

Vice-Chancellor,
University of Madras.



EDITORIAL NOTE

* 8ri Venkateswara University’s Department of
Tamil conducted during 6-8 February 1974 a Symposium
at Tirupati, which gave comprehensive coverage to all
the aspects of the renowned classic in Tamil, Tiru-
valluvar's Tirukkural. It was a successful event, made
memorable by the enthusiastic participation in it of a
large community of scholars and students drawn from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadn. The
papers presented at the Symposiom have now achieved
print, and I, as Editor, am very happy to offer this in
Book form in which they will reach a wider public than
the audience which originally heard them delivered. T
place on record my thankfulness to the participants,
those who attended the symposium, my colleagaes and
students including Research scholars to whom I owe a
great deal, and, above all,to the University authorities
whose enlighiened generosity made possible the publi-
cation of this book as well as the conduct of the
symposium. 1 am beholden to Dr. D. Jaganatha

Reddy, Vice-Chancellor, Sri Venkateswara University,

for his esteemed foreword to this volume and to

Padma Sri N. D. Sundaravadivelu, Vice-Chancellor,
Uuiversity of Madras, for his kindly appreciative note
on the Proceedings of the symposium.

Tirupati, N. SUBBU REDDIAR
July 31, 1974,
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INAUGURAL SESSION

Address of Welcome : Dr. N. Subbu Reddiar
) Head of the Department of Tamil
Sri Venkateswara University,
Tirupathi.

Unveiling of the Port- Thiru, P. Rangaswami Reddiar
rait of St. Tiruvallu- Advocate
var: Tiruchirappalli,

Inaugural Address: Padmashri N, D, Sundaravadivelu
Vice-chancellor
University of Madras.

Presidental Address: Dr. D, Jaganatha Reddy
M.D., F.AM.S., M.R.C, (Path)»
Vice-chancellor
Sri Venkateswara University,
Tirupathi.

Blessings : Thavathiru Kunrakkudi Adigalar
Head, Thiruvannamalai Atheenam,
Kunrakkudi.






Address of Welcome

Dr, N. Subbu Reddiar

I deem it a privilege and a pleasure to extend a hearty
welcome to every one of you, our honoured guests and friends,
to the Symposium on Tirnvalluvar’s great classic in Tamil,
“Tirukkural, organized under the auspices of the Department
-of Tamil of the University. I am beholden to Padmasri N. D,
‘Surdaravadivelu, Vice-Chancellor, University of Madras and
to our beloved Vice-Chancellor alike for their ready and
gracious consent to associate themselves with the symposium
and to give it every encouragement and guidance. T express my
gratitude to all the distinguished personages who have come all
the way here to grace the occasion with their presence and to
lend weight and momentum to the symposium by their partici-
pation ir it. I am equally grateful to my colleagues in other
departments and jn mine and my students for their active
co-operation. ‘

To some here, Tirukkural may need an introduction, For
their sake, may I say no more than a few words about it? By
far the greatest work of didactic literature in Tamil if not in
-world-literature, this poem in 1,300-0dd couplets divides into
three sections - Arathu-pal, Porut-pal and Kamathu-pal
(Dharma, Artha and Kama). Arranged in decads of couplets,
the poem conveys and enforces a moral lesson in each decad.
Whereas the great masterpieces of Sanskrit philosophical and
moral literature like the Gita or Manu Dharma Sastra are
either occasional or oriented towards a single particular purpose,
Tirvukkural has an unmatchsd generality of conception, out-
look and attitude. Its moral, spiritnal and religous ideas, its
political and practical counsels are universal, for all time and
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for all countries and places, situations and occasions, They
are applicable to all races and creeds, to men everywhere in the
world, today and tomorrow, as they have been to men through
the ages and as they will be to men who may in future inhabit
the moon and the other planets. Even in an age like ours in
which morals are considered relative rather than absolute, the
human personality multiple rather than single, the dateless
Kural’s lessons come home to men’s business and to men’s
bosoms. Its literary .value and influence are no less than its
moral value,

We in the Tamil Department have planned and organized
a symposium on Tirukkural rather than a seminar, for our
aim is not to teach, train or imstruct a group of seminarists or
4de1egates. Our objective on the contaray is to learn {rom the
participants and to bring them together to read papers and to

discuss so that they may strike illuminating sparks off one
another,

It is a matter for gratification that such a venture as this
has been made possible at this University Centre under the
shade of the Seven Hills and under the protection of their
Lord. Though in a non-Tamil area we in the Tamil Depart-
ment have never for a moment felt the slightest sense of
alicnation.  Such has been the unstinted hospitality and
friendliness of the University authorities and of the sister
departments, especially the fellow language departments, No
wonder that an inter-disciplinary approach to the study of the
Kural has found a place in this symposium, as it wiil here-
after in research and study programme in Tamil here, In an
old manner of speaking, without much of a basis in linguistics,,
Tamil is the mother of Dravidian languages, and Telugu and
other Dravidian languages its daughters. Tamil here has come
on a visit to her daughter's, but has been received and enter
tained without amy of the customary ¢in-law complexes ’,
though it has come to stay.

I shall be failing in my duty to myself, my colleagues in
the department, and all its well-wishers who have helped not
a little to set it on its foot if Tdo not take this opportunity
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to state that it needed a great deal of initiative, enterprise,
relentless effort and struggle to see to it that the idesa of a
Tamil Post-Graduate and Research Department materialized
here in this University. The greatest of our well-wishers is
none else than our Vice-Chancellor whose far-seeing vision and
dynamic force have been responsible for the starting of a
number of branches of learning in the University, not the least
among which is the Tamil Department, Though I will not
call myself the only begetter of this department, my personal
strivings have contributed their mite like the provecbial
exertions of the squirrel in laying the bridge to Lanka in the
Ramayana to its rise and growth. I understand that the
Government of Tamil Nadu with its passion for Tirukkural
has a proposal to endow a fund of Rs, 50,000/- to each of some
chosen Universities outside Tamil Nadu for the conduct of
-annual seminars, symposia and other research programmes
relating to the Kural. I have every hope that our University
will be one of the lucky ones and that symposia like this will
be a permanent annual feature hercafter. Under these citcum-
stances it is with a sense of pride and achicvement that I once
again say welcome to you all.



Tiruvalluvar and His Teachings*
Thiry P. Rangaswamy Reddiar

Tiruvalluvar is not a legendary figure, Still his real name
is not known. In Tamil Nadu, priestly class among Harijans,
are known as Valluvans. Hence the term ‘Valluvan® merely
denotes the caste to which one belongs, Valluvar is the respect-
able form of Valluvan. Tiru is the honorific prefix such as
Mr. Sri, etc. Perhaps, out of respect, even during his lifetime,
Tiruvalluvar’s name was not used by others whenever a reference
was made to him, and he was always known as Tirnvalluvar.
Even nowadays some distinguished persons are referred to
Chettiars, Mudaliars, and Reddiars than by their proper names,
out of reverence, Thus, in due course, Valluvar’s proper .name
is forgotten, though his monumental work *Tirvkkural® lives
for ever. 1t is almost certain that he was a householder and lived
with his wife Vasuki, in Mylapore, suburb of Madras, abouf
2,000 years back. He carried on the profession of a weaver.
He keenly observed the world and found out, to his great
distress, inequality, poverty, begging, and the five great evils
murder, theft, drink, gamble and lust, prevailing ir society
He mentally conceived a perfect world, with peace, plenty and
all round prosperity. Tirukkural is the result of such a
conception.

In the very beginning, he invokes one Supreme Being or
God, in 10 couplets common to all persons, professing several
faiths and living in different parts of the World, That itself
is an indication that the subsequent chapters contain universal
truth applicable to all. 1t may be said that Tirukkural isa

# Speech delivered at the time of unveiling the Portrait of
the Saint.



7

codification of human conduct in this world, It deals with
spiritual life, domestic life, how the king should rule and how
the Ministers should'advise and act etc. The benefit derived from
a treatise, must be Virtue, Wealth, Enjoyment and Moksham
(deliverance from the cycle of birth). But unfortunately
Tiruvalluvar treated only the first three. Then did he leave his
work incomplete? No. According to him, the objects of life
are only three and the fourth comes as a natural sequence.
Ordinarily people think that, by gaining entry into Heaven,
they can realise all their unfulfilled ambitions - and longings in
this world at no time. But Tiruvalluvar’s conception of
¢« Moksham ’* and * Heaven’ is totally different. His view can
be gathered from the following couplets.

<t Give up your insatiable longings; you will be conferring
on yourself, an Eternal life.** (370)

«« He who lives a true life of a Householder on earth,
will be placed among Gods who live in Heaven *> (50)

¢ Are the'pleasures of the world of the Lotus-eyed (Vishau),
sweeter than reclining om the soft shoulder of one’s

beloved *?. (1103)

During the life time of Tiruvalluvar, begging had been in
vogue and he condemns it and the Creator of the world also.
<1t is a heinous sin to beg for water, even for a cow crying of
thirst® (1066), <Even when one sees his mother starve, one
should not do acts denounced by ancient seers.” (656). May
the Creator of the world perish if he has ordained life, only

through begging® (1062),

His views on socialistic life, individual character, good
society, prosperity, poverty, ctc,, can be kmown from the
following few couplets: ‘Share your bread with the needy ; love
all that breathes on earth, All these are the greatest command
ments of the prophets of the old® (322). ¢ The noble manliness
which looks not at the wife of another, is to the wise, not
mere virtue but the very law of their being’ (148). * Though
one does not even speak of virtue and live in sia, it will be well
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if it be said of him, * he does not backbite.” (181). ¢Be humble
in prosperity. In decline uphold dignity (963). Like one who
joyously witnesses an Elephant fight, from a Secure Hill Top,
the wealthy man has his projects and ambitions, fulfilled” (758).
«That body where love dwells, is the seat of life; all others are
skinclad bones® (80). “Where cruel poverty comes omn, it deprives
one of both the present and future bliss® (1042). <Love, modesty,

impartiality, sympathy and truithfuiness are the 5 pillacs of
nobility *(983).

1t is gratifying to note that Tiruvalluvar does not speak
specifically about corruption, both individual and political, and
blackmarketing and black money. It may be sweepingly said
that all that is earned by illegal means is black money; but
the inference from the non-mentjon in Tirukkural is, it was
absent at the time of Valluvar, Elections and malpractices in
elections and floor crossings could not have escaped the notice
of Tiruvalluvar if they were really in existent at his time. If he
is tobe alive now he would have written many volumes on them.
In the Old Testament, Ecclesiastes, ¢ . much study is weari-
nass to flesh, Let us come to the conclusion. Trust in God obey
His commandments apd do thy duty’ : So says the preacher.
The World would be certainly better if only the sayings of

Tiruvalluvar are translated into practice at least by a section
of the Public,



Inauguration of the Tirukkural Symposium

Padmashri, N,D Sundaravadivelu inaugurates
Sitting (L to R) : Dr. D. Jaganatha Reddy, Vice-Chancellor,
8. V University, Sri. P, Rangaswami Reddiar,
Dr. N. Subbu Reddiar, Head of the Dept, of
Tamil, S. V. University,



Inaugural Address

Padmashri, N, D. Sundaravadivelu

Dr. Jaganatha Reddi, Dr. N. Subbu Reddiar,
Ladics and Gentlemen,

Iam deeply conscious of the honour done to me by invit-
ing me to inaugurate the Symposium on Tirukkural, Iam
grateful to Sri Venkateswara University and its Tamil Depart-
‘ment. My special thanks are due to my learned colleague
Dr. Jaganatha Reddi, Vice-Chancellor, Sri Venkateswara
VUniversity for prevailing upon me to accept this invitation.

In my foreword to the publication of a collection of
papers, presented at the first All India Tirukkural Research
Seminar conducted under the auspices of the Madras University
in 1972, T expressed the hope that in the years to come that
Seminar would pave the way for greater and more fruitful
endeavours in creating a much deeper interest among the
people of our land in the great literary masterpiece of
Tirukkural and 1 am happy to find that my hope is in the,
process of being fulfilled as I find before- me a number of
-scholars, who are gathered here to interpret Tiruvalluvar’s
message from different angles.

I congratulate the Department of Tamil, Sri Venkateswara
University, particularly Dr. N. Subbu Reddiar in organising
this Symposium on Tirukkural, That the place marked
by the Venkatam hills has always been a great centre of
learning from very early times and has had close links
with the varied cultures of “our Motherland is well known.
That Tamil and Telugu which are now considered as two
distinct languages were, to begin with, only two dialectal
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variations of the one Dravidian parent speech is common
knowledge. That the cultural contacts between the people of
the Tamil and Telugu regions continued despite the ups and
downs in the fortunes of the Royal dynasties like the Chola
and Vijayanagara is a historical fact, It is no wonder therefore
that works in one language were translated into another, We
have the transtation of ‘Tirukkural into Telugu made by
Venkatarama Sri Vidyananda Swami under the title Trivarga
dipika*®, Similarly we have other tranmslatioms into Telugu
of the same by Sakkam Narasimhalu Naidu, Puthalapattu
Sriramulu Reddi and others.

Tirukkural has attracted the attention of scholars in other
arcas in our land and outside too, To mention only a few,
it bas been translated into Marathi by Sane Guruji. an
accomplished writer in Marathi, through the English version
by V. V. S Iyer. Similarly we have translations into
Malayalam by Gopala Kurup and Ramakrishna Pillai and into
Kannada by L. Gundappa, Dr. S. Shankar Raju has rendered
Tirukkural into Hindi and Nalini Mohan Sanyal into Bengali.
We haveseveral English translations of T irukkural by G.U. Pope,.
V. V. S. Iyer, V.R. Ramachandra Dikshitar, K.M., Bala-
subramaniam and others, The excellence of Tirukkural
has elicited the admiration of quite a few western savants.

That the pithy sayings of Tiruvalluvar ¢ the seer of’
spotless soul ™’ as Dr. G. U. Pope would call him, are pregnant
expressions which are capable of yleldmgafund of ideas is
evident from the large number of commentaries in Tamil and
other languages too, both ancient and modern, like those of
Parimelazhagar, Manakkutavar, Paritiyar, Kalingar, G,U. Pope,
Ellis etc. One need not be surprished if there are interpreters
inthe present as well as future generations both here and
abroad who find in Tirukkural, new ideas which are relevant
to their times, His work may well be called a perennial spring
which in the words of Tiruvalluvar himself may be called
¢ thottanaiththoorum Manarkeni *—:¢< the well that yields fresh:
water every time it is dug up *°,1

1. Kural—396
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It may be interesting to recall what Alexander Pyatigorsky
theeminent Soviet Indologist who has tramslated Kural into
Russian has to say on the relevancy of this work to con~
temporary society.

Tirukkural is an integral homogencous work of art, the
author of which addresses neither king, subject nor priest but
men. And he does not address man either as law giver or
prophet but as well-wisher, teacher and friend. He neither
prophesied nor spoke in hints and riddles; his words contained
no shade of doubt; he had full conviction of the truth of
what he said, both as artist and thinker. The Kural of
Tiruvalluvar is rightly considerd as the Chef D’Qecuvre of
both Indian and world literature, This is due not only to the
great artistic merits of the work, but also, and this is most
important, to the lofty human ideas permeating it, which are
equally precious to the people all over the world, of all periods
and countries.

A German savant, a Nobel prize winner, Dr. Albert
Schewitzer in his ‘Indian Thought and Its Development”
observes, ¢ With sure strokes the Kural draws the ideal of
simple etbical humanity. On the most varied questions concern-
ing the conduct of man to himself and to the world, its utte-
rances are characteriscd by nobility and good sense. There
hardly exists in the literature of the world a collection of
maxims in which we find so much lofty wisdom ’.

Gandhiji strove for social justice all his life taking cara at the
same time that violence is completely eschewed in the process.
He believed in converting men’s mind and thereby achieving
desiced result. When he found the exiremes of wealth and
poverty in our country he appealed to the rich to consider
themselves as trustees of the wealth, which they came to
possess and use it for the good of the community at large.
Tiruvalluvar lays stress on this aspect, He says, ““ All the
wealth acquired with perseverance by the worthy is for the

exercise of benevolence »**

R
2. Kural—212
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. The wealth that one acquires with effort is to go to the
succour of the needy. If on the other hand a man seeks to
earn and live for himself ina spirit of narrow selfishness he
Should be counted among the dead’ says the poet, the great
humanist. It will be interesting to recall what Vemana, a poet
of Andhradesa, a progressive thinker, has to say on this. He
declares ¢ only that man is living who feels the sufferings of his

fellowmen as being his own’ implying thereby that all the
rest are as good as dead,

Tiruvalluvars’s conception of universal love or arul has
its parallel in the teachings of Dr. Schweitzer and Gandhiji.
Dr, Schweitzer's reverence for life is not confined to human
life but extends to every species of living being. One gives out
oneself for the other lifc and that is possible only when one
is motivated by Universal love. One involved with that
universal love reveres all life as his own and will not even
entertain the least illwill to another, The chapters on ¢ Inna
‘Ceyyamai’ (‘refraining from doing harm’)® and ‘Kollamai’ (‘non-
killing of any living orgamism®)* are not different from the
-doctorine of ahimsa which Gandhiji preached and practised.

‘The greatest virtue-is non-killing® says Tiruvalluvar.
But in the same breath he says ¢ Coming next to it is non-false-
‘hood. The close link between the twin concept of non-violence
-and truth is suggested by Tiruvalluvar in the couplet which
means *‘not to destroy life is an incomparably (great) good;
next to it in goodness ranks freedom from falsehood 5. Here
‘he anticipates Gandhiji who preached: the principles of non-
volence and truth. If one is trus to his inner conscience, the
«core of life, which is identical with universal love, there is no
scope for violence. Tiruvalluvar then and Gandhiji in modern

days wanted every man to strive in reaching the goal of per-
-fection by love and non-violence.

It is refreshing to note how Tiruvalluvar defines truth.
It is not mere conformity to fact as it is very often stated but
it tefers to speaking that which does not result in even the

3. Chap—32 4, Chap—33 5. Kural—323
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slightest taint of evil. As a consequence even false statement
can be counted as truth if it brings in its train unmixed good.
In the words of the saint *‘even falsehood has the nature of
truth, if it confers benefit that is free from fault’>.¢ This is an
instance to show Tiruvalluvar is not an arm chair philosopher
sitting in an ivory tower and issuing moral edicts for the edifica-
tion of laymen, but is eminently a practical social philosopher
who lays down the guidelines for men to direct their action
towards social good,

Kabir the great reformer and an apostle of unity of faiths
attaches the greatest importance to Truth. He says: “Truth
resides within the heart and is revealed in love, in strength, in
compassion. No act of devotion can equal truth, no crime is as
heinous an falsehood; in the heart where truth resides, there is
my abode’,

A study of Tiruvalluvar will reveal how he is more a
fundamental thinker and less a traditionalist. The validity of
Tirukkural arises from the fact that he was speaking to a free
society whose conduct is governed by reason and wherein there
is no room for dogmatism, Nowhere does he quote an
injunction because his observations are based on a sense of value
(aram) which are not circumscribed by rigid codes and conven-
tions aram (virtue) porul (wealth, and inbam (love) deal with
citizenry and goverpance represented by the two key words
«Cantranmai’(Perfectness)? and ‘Cenkonmai’(The Right sceptre)®.
Tiruvalluvar’s concept of a state though invested with the
form of monarchy, is one in which people live in harmony
among themselves and with their neighbours upholding the
highest ideals of righteousness and everyone has the freedom
to rise to the full stature of excellence he is capable of.

Tiravalluvar visualises a welfare state where economic
and human resources arc utilised to the best advantage of
social good. The citizens are not mere producers of wealth and
tax-payers nor the ruler a mere tax-gatherer and administrator,
Duty more than the right is emphasised by the author. Unlike

6. Kural—292, 7. Chap—99 8. Chap—55
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«ertain other law-givers both in India and Europe who advocat,
ed divine origin of king or infallibility of king’s conduct,
Tiruvalluvar depicts the ruler as one who is to act under
«certain norms, Checks and balances are provided for to keep
-the ruler on the right tract. The conduct of the king is open
‘to criticism if the circamstances Warrant, He must be able to
bear even bitter words. Then only the subjects will not like
to leave his protecting umbrella. The kural reads: * The whole
‘world will dwell under the umbrella of the king who can bear
‘words that embitser the ear,*’?

Vernon Van Dyke in his book ° Political Science, Philoso-
phical analysis’® classified political theory from four diffsient
ways of approach—iunstitutional, legal, power and value, What-
ever may be the approach of Aristotle or Kautilya, it may be
clear that the approach of Tirevalluvar is ope of « value ’>. He
did not bother very much about the form or mechanics of
‘Government. He presents an integrated political phenomena
comprising a social order, wherein every individual counts and
an admiristrator who is to govern and at the same time to be
guided by the norms of behaviour which conduce to socjal
welfare resting on the foundation of moral values.

Another important clement of polity is contained in the
following couplet: “The ruler shall know how to raise the
resources of his State, how to enrich his treasury, how to
preserve his wealth arnd how to distribute it fairly*'o, This
«clearly enunciates the role of the state in husbanding the
economy of State. ‘Iyarral® refers to the production of wealth
towards which the State is to bepd all its energies as it is the
basis for the health and we}l being of the people. The wealth
that is produced has to be augmented by judicious taxation and
preserved by following sound economic policy and distributed

-in a manper that it produces lasting benefit to the community
at large,

Whether it is the individual ort

‘ he State that s engaged in
acquiring the wealth everyone shoul

d take meticulous care that

_—
9. Kural—389 10. Kural—385
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at every stage the moral code is kept in view, Wealth is only
a means and not anend in itself, *‘Out of wealth built up by
fair and correct means, flow the joy and virtueus deed’*,
According to the saint the wealth acquired with the knowledge
of the proper means and without foul practices will yield virtue
and thappiness, The economics of society as conceived by
Tiruvalluvar takes note of ever vigilant social consciouness and
a cods of basic moral values. 17 only the stress laid up by
Valluvar on individual values is adopted by a Society, the task
of the State in implementing its welfare activities becomes

simple,

The chapter on Education is placed aptly by the author
at the head of the second section viz., Prout-pal, which deals
at length with Socio-economic matters, thereby suggesting
the close link between Education and Socicty including its
economic well being. It is common knowledge that prosperity
of a Nation depends largely on the extent to which the people
are educated. Bducation is not only productive of Nationa]
wealth but constitutes by itself imperishable and flawless wealth ;
« Ketil Vizhuc-celvam ***® in the words of Tiruvalluvar. That
educatjon is a distinguishing feature of mankind which Iends
grace and inviduality to one who acquires it is forcefully brought
home to us by a telling imagery he employs by comparing to a
pair of eyes, the knowledge of power and the knowledge of
wisdom that one gets by pursuing science and technology on the
one hand and liberal arts on the other. If one fails to get the
complete education he is no better than an animal. A man who
is educated finds all barriers broken. The geographical
divisions into Nations do not confine him to the country of his
birth, He will "pot find himself a stranger anywhere;
¢ Yaathaanum naataamal, wuuraamaal®’'® in Tiruvalluvr’s

parlance.
Valluvar sces in education a potent force for good in every
sphere and the lack of it a sure means for disaster. This proves

beyond doubt bow valuable and potent an instrument education
is for the successful running of democratic form of Government.

11. Kural—754 12, Kural—400 13. Kural—408
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‘Wealth in the hands of the ignorant is capable of doing
grater harm than poverty associated with the learned "4 says
Tiruvaltuvar,

The social philosophy of Valluvar gives the palm to the
man of [ow descent who is learned than to one who is high born:
but ignorant. The unlearned, according to him, though born
in high caste are not equal in dignity to the learned though they
may have been born in a low caste.’s

It is a maxim that people will get the Government they
deserve, The interaction between the people and the Govern..
ment is organic. There is an old saying ‘As the king, so his
subjects®, It may be true in a system of monarchical Govern-
ment where autocracy is the prevailing rule, Tiruvalluvar
however seems to visualise a system of Government ruled by a
well informed, benevolent and efficient ruler assisted by a
council of ministers who represent equally well informed public
opinion. It is no wonder therefore that Tiruvalluvar devotes a
large section of Porutpal to the qualities of individual citizen
as well as to the head of State and the links of Government.

The health of the body politic depends upon this inter.
action. Tiruvalluvar wills that the ruler and the people must
be governed by the same set of moral values. Trae democracy
can flourish only in such a dynamic society where everyone is
conscious more of his responsibilities than rights,

Tiruvalluvar has given us a life affirming philosophy
based on sound principles of morality which is destined to bring
happiness and peace to any society that opts for it. There is no
hint of defeatism or escapism anywhere in his work, True, we
are proud to own this priceless possession, this gem of wisdom
and care wont to proclaim with poet Bharathi * The Tamil
Nadu had achieved high renown by presenting Valluvan to the
world. **¢  But we find there is abundant need in our own days

14, Kural—397. 15. Kural—409

16. Bharathi: Bharathiyar Kavithaikal - Senthamizh—
verse=~7.
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when we see moral degradation to a large extent, to follow in
the footsteps of Tiruvalluvar and put our house in order and
restructure our social system so that true democratic socialism
may flourish in the country that produced a great humanitarian,
"a citizen of the world, bard of Universal Man, Tiruvalluvar.

I am glad I have been able to share with you a few stray
thoughts on this great work Tirukkural, I am sure this
gathering of learned scholars will throw fresh light on the
varied aspects of life dealt with in Tirukkural.

I thank you all for the patient hearing, I thank the Vice-
chancellor, Members of the Syndicate, the Department of Tamil
and Dr. N. Subbu Reddiar in particular .for this rare

opportunity,
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Presidential Address
Dr. D. Jaganatha Reddy, M.D., F.A.M.5., M.R.C. (Path)

I wish to extend a warm welcome to Padmashri N. D. Sun.
daravadivelu, Vice~Chancellor, University of Madras. It is.
nice of him to take the trouble to go over here and encourage
the scholars in Tamil to higher pursuits in the study and
propagation of Tirukkural. I have known him for just over
four decades and all through these years his demeanour and
attitude to men have remained the same in being human,
humanistic and humane. As Director of Publjc Instruction,
Director of Higher Education, Chief Adviser and Additional
Secretary to the Department of Education,- Tamil Nadu Gover-
ment, he had rendsred ysoman service to education at the school
and collegiate levels. He has been Joint Educational Adviser,
Government of India. He is a traditionalist by nature but this
feature in him has not stopped him from breaking through the
rigidity of educational pattern in relevance to the
context of society. He is a pioneer in the s
and the libratry movement in Tamil Nadu. To encourage
children of less affluent parents to attend school, he introduced
the mid-day-meal scheme and the free supply of uniforms.
He is a scholar in Tamil and has to his credit several books in
Tamil which have enriched the Tamil language and is equally
versed in the English language and fesls it is necessary for
scientific and technological progress.

changing
pread of literacy

Thiru XK. M. Balasubramaniam in his book on Tirukkural
of Tiruvalluvar (Page LXVI), styles Thiru Sundaravadivelu the
dynamic DPI of Madras who has made history in the Fducation
Department by introducing the mid-day-meal system and other
reforms of vital importance, and also a Votary at the altar of
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valiuvar with such an intensity of devotion that he had chris-
tened his late lamented and only son as ‘Valluvan’. For
reasons stated above we have chosen him to inaugurate the
Symposium on Tirukkural and his thought-provoking address
on this occasion should offer sufficient material for discussion
for the participants. I am confident that this Symposium
would further glorify Valluvar.

Tiruvalluvar - sacred prophet, Socrates of the East and
author of Kural, belonged to the Valluva-weaver community
and did pursue weaving and lived in Mylapore - (Mylam-garden
of peacocks) happily with his devoted wife Vasuki. Borntoa
Brahmin father and a low born mothsr, he and huis sister Avvai
feft an imperishable impact on all mankind® through their
writings and Tirukkural is reckoned as the universal Vedam.
Tiruvalluvar is the venerated sage and law-giver of the Tamil
people. This weaver of Mylapore is undoubtedly one of the
greatest geniuses of the world.

Many conjectures are made about the dates of Tiravalluvar.
From historical data available Prince Elela Shingan in the first |
. century A. D, waged a war with Ceylonand is said to have been
a friend of Valluvar. Kural was published at the Madurai
Colleg of Poets in 125 A. D, Verse 55 of Kural was quoted in
Cilappathikaram and Manimekalai which were written in the
first or second century A, D. He belonged to the third Cankam
period i. e. 500 B, C. — 200 A.D,

Kural contains 133 chapters, constituted of 10 couplets for
each chapter with a total of 1330 couplets, ‘kural’ meaning the
metre of the poem, They are short and brief couplets. Each
couplet is complete and conveys a striking idea expressed
in a refined and intricate metre. His throughts or
Potul, Aram, Akam and Puram are effectively expressed fo5
guidance of mankind. 1t threw light on the pressing problems
of the times, Tiruvalluvar enjoyed, and was proud of, the
community in which he lived. Being a practical thinker and
social reformer of beyond questian and a keen observer of

1. No conclusion has been arrived at his parentage by the
rescarch workers. .
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nature-animaie and inanimate,-hc was able to leave a valuable
message on virtue, love and politics and everything concerning
the good living of mankind. Hewasan enlightened monothesist
and his work reflects his deep concern with morality and
religion. Three major principles of justice, wealth and
happiness find coverage. Prudence and prosperity, health and
wealth, King and State, wifc and household, virtues and vices
conduct and character and 'many other matters form the rich
material for Tiruvalluvar’s poems. To the religious, political

and educational reformers he has given guidelines through
Tirukkural.

Kural has permeated every great work in Tamil literature
Ideas on behalf of the Jaina, Buddhistic, Saivite, Vaishnavite
and other religions intended to promote human character and
conduct from a moral point of view which at the time of
Tiruvalluvar might have been low to find expression in Kural.
Each couplet is a gem and bristles with wit, humour exprssion
of thought, subtle, gentle irony couched in apt, simple yet
telling words, effcctive hyperboles and striking personifications,

Valluvar's mind was pure and his thoughts were high and
ennobling and the poet’s art was adopted to his thoughts. His
thoughts were disciplined by study of books and by practice. His
immortal pocm has conferred immortality on him-one of the
few poems that were not born to die and his immortality grows
as often as people quotec him in every circumstance or situation
of life. Dr. Albert Schweitzer wrote on Kural, ‘there hardly
exists in litereture of the world, a bock which contains such
lofty maxims®., It depicts the cultural life of ancient Tamils.
Tamil is a classical language. It is one of the fertile and living

languages of India, and is still young and expresses modern
ideas.

Kural was first translated into English in 1794 and later 19
other great men have translated in English. Rev. G. U. Pope in
1886 transiated it into English. In 1887 it was trunslated into
Telugu. This has been since translated into Hindi, Urdu.
Sanskrit, Malayalam, German and French languages,
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May I now draw the attention of the participants of the
Symposium to a few of the couplets pregnant with meaning, in
the English version :

1. All beings that live arc one in circumstances of birth
Diversities of works give each his special worth.

2. Nothing is sweeter than to taste the toil won cheer,
Though mess of pottage as tasteless as the water clear,
Even thin gruel is ambrosia to him,

3. Water springs in sandy pits, deeper they are dug.
So knowledge increases oftener it is learnt. ‘

4. Greatness humbly bends but littleness always spreads
out its plumes and loads itself with praise.

These and more would serve to guide man’s behaviour in
every walk of lifs. I wishto congratulate Dr. N. Subbu
Reddiar, Head of the Department of Tamil, for having chosen
Tirukkural as the theme for the Symposium both for dissemi-
nation of Valluvar's noble thoughts and also to pursue study in
depth. Iam reminded of our poct Vemana who centuries later
in simple verses of 4 lines each gave to the Telugu speaking
people wordly wisdom for guidance.
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Tiruvalluvar's Philosophy of Education
Dr. N. Subbu Reddiar

Tiruvalluvar is one of the greatest educators of the world.
His magnum opus, Tirukkural, is ths bz:st product of the
Tamil g nius, This work brzaks n:w ground in aphoristic litera-
ture and is comparable to sutras in terseness, profundity of"
meaning and applicibillity to the life of the common house-
holder, Its uniqueness gets enrich:d by its high literary value
also,

Essentially an idealist : Tiruvalluvar may be regarded
as an idealist in the sense that he believed that the true or the
real is essentially spiritual and m:ntal in nature, wWe connot
put any brand to his idealism; once we do so, we are treading
on rather a slippery ground, But we may generally say that he
belonged to the school wh.ch affirmed that reason and conscious-
ness constituted the essence and complete nature of rea ity, When
Tiruvalluvar seems to convey the impression that he be.ieved in
the universality of truth, we are reminded of th: Socratic type-
of idealism., The method of mutual admission which Socrates
spoke about is nothing but comparison of notes in one®s search
for truth'. The couplet under reference almost looks like tab_
ieted Socratic wisdom because, Socratcs was among the firsy
philosophers who propagated the concept of universals in arriv-
ing at which the best method is the method of mutual admis.
sion or examination of veiw-points with the view to accepting
them or rejecting them. From out o. this process of scarch for
what is eternal is evolvel every one of thc universais. Like
Socrates, Truvalluvar believed in the universality of truth.?

1. Kurat—423,
2. The decad on ‘Possession of wisdom® (43) enforces this.
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Like Socrates also, Tiuvalluvar chose man as the starting poins
-of his investigation®. He had no use for mere physical specula.
tion. When Sccrates chose man as the focal point of enquiry,
idealism was born, Tiruvalluvar impr:sses one with h1s quest
after what makes for an ideal individual life,

If Tiruvalluvar may be labelled the idealist par excellence
it is because of his belief that humanity is ths chief concern of
education. Man, with his powers of thought, occupies a unique
place in the scheme of creation ani the grandeur and worth of
human life must never be lost sight of. The main task of
education, according to Tiruvalluvar, is the realization of the
perfcet  patteran in each individual®s lifet. Education must
enable one to become one’s truz self. Self-realization is the aim
of life and the goal of education, according to Tiruvalluvar,
Man’s higher or spiritual nature is essentially socia'; and the .
social is an expression of man’s rational or spiritual, hence .
universal, nature. The individual can realize his full poten-
tiality only as a member of human family, participating in_
and enhancing, the cultural valu:s which are th: common
possession of all mankind. 1In affirming. the real existance of
spiritual valuzs, their eternal nature and th:ir universa'ity,
Tiruvalluver’s idealism enriches the social concapt of education
that has the greatest validity today,

. The goal of education is ths achievemsant of the good by
adherence to spi-itual values. 1he end of life is to acquire an
inner relation with the infinite, The function of education is to
help in the search for ths ultimate universal values so that the
truth of the universe may become our truth and give power to
our lives, The development and expericnce of spiritual life unite
individvals inwardly. ‘Ths destinies of individuals reccive their
peculiar nature from such a common life, Developed persona-
lity or the rea'ized se'f, which Tiruva'luvar emphasizes. is not
a small number of chapters, is a principle not of separation
but unity and cohesion, Tiruvalluvar was not totally uncon.

3. The Tirukkural is verily the result of a prompting for
the concern of men,

4; See decads on kalvi and related themes in the Kural,
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cerned with religion as-an jdealist, though it had no specia)
label. To him r:ligion is fellowshio with the Unseen, In
common understanding, it is the reaching out of the soul to a
Supreme Pow:r (call it God, if . y-u like)., The attitudes of
religion are awe, reverence and worshiy, Morality has a social

connotation. and it may exist independently of religion. But as-
morality and religion progress to higher forms they meet and

become complementary to each other. If religion preaches love-
of God, morality preaches love man But the guiding princi-

ple is love, The love of God presupposes love of man or vice -
versa.® To sum up, the ultimate purpose of education is;

according to Tiruvalluvar, is self-realization through moral and

intellectual development.

Certain concepts germane to the above generaliza tions:
Tiruvalluvar’s idealism is necsssarily prescriptive in the main,
and emphasizes eternal verities. The ‘Katavul Valthu’ is only the
title of the first chapter; but in none of the couplets is there
specific mention of the concept ¢£atavul.” Here we may see the
Form of the Good spelt out in ten couplets. This concept
occurs in many more situations both dlrect]y and impliedlyS$,
The concept of self-realization is also enforced frequently in
many chapters.”

The ethical purposes of education dominate the entire work.,
The ethical concepts brought up have a rzference to the indivi=
dual as a member of society®. It will bs worth the while of

5. ‘anpu’, is another concept that las reccived special
atiention in the Kural,

6. For cxamp'e, the other decads in Payifam.

7. Of the partlcular value t~ the concept of self-rcaliza-
tion are the s ctions in ara'hup-pal.

8. In th- thuravaraviyal of arrathuppal, the following
are the ccncepts brough un:
(i Brnevolence; (1i) Abstinence from meat-cating;
(iii) Penanc~; (iv: Incopsi tent conduct;  (v) Absence
of frauvd; (vn) Veracity;  (vild Avoiding arger;
(viii}) Not doing evil ; (ix Not | illing ; «x) Instabitity;
{xi) Renunciation ; {xn\ Rralizing truth ; rxiii) Expi-
ration of disire. Seme of these cencepts like penance,
renunciati~n may apprar other-worldly; bvt their
treatment is entirely with reference to life on earth.
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scholars 1o pick out che ethical conc:pts in these chapters and
present them in th:ir most comprzhsnsive connotation.

. Education according te Tiruvalluvar: According to
Tiruvalluvar education is the attainm:nt of m2ntal and moral.
perfection through knowledge and association with perfcct man- -
Tiruvalluvar would decry knowiedge which serves no other:
purpose than as ballast for the mmd, True knowlcedge accord-
ing® to him must lead to wisdom, and the attainment of wisdom
is the resultant of knowledga. The statements contained in the
couplets on ‘anivutaimai’ are signiricant as defining wisdom!0,*
According to the saint, wisdom couosists in keping an open minds
in clarity of expression, in understanding the valucs around, in
being foresighted, in being brave and at.the same time cautious,
and providing against avoidable risks. Knowledge must be a
means to the acquisition of these ingredients of wisdom.

The outcome of education: Tiruvalluvar’s a main philo
sophy of education is, as we have already stated, se/f-realiza-
tion through moral and intellectual development, Wxsdom is an
omnibus concept connocting the means to such fulfilment as is
implied in the philosophy. Therefors the ten coupicts on
wisdom highlighting some fundamental ingredi-nts of wisdom
have got to be understood in their widest connotation,

Wisdom is also an important factor that is brought to bear
upon every aspect of daily life, The extent to which wisdom is
pressed into service depends upon intelligence which varies from
person to person. A person of high intelligence is also a person
of notable wisdom. The objective of education is. no doubt,
10 sharpen the intellect so that itis able to function effectivély m
all situations iavolving problem—solving. be it a problem of
mundane life or one of spiritual life. If we equate wisdom with
the concept of jnanam the goal is the realization of the

Absolute, Therefore wisdom has both practical and esoteric
application.

9. See sections on kalvi (40, kalvi (42) kallamai (41) and
arivutaimai (13) in Pourutpal,
10. Chapter 43,
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With wisdom as cbjective, sertain ourcomes have to follow.
These outcomes, broadly stated, constitute the major theme
and purpose of the Kural. Tiruvalluvar's meaning of education
is perhaps the most comprehensive. In my opinion, kalvi,
which we ordinarily equate, can have no conceptual translation
in other languages; and any attempt at translation cannot
succeed in fully revealing the comprehensive nature of this
unique concept. It is usually translated as learning or acquisi-
tion of knowledge, study, etc., but it is not only much more
than these, but even different in certain respects. When we
equate eductation and kalvi. we do not pretend to have establish-
ed cent percent identity between the two concepts; but only
accepted the English concept as coming nearest to kalvi in spite
of its conceptual inadequacy when placed with the Tamil
concept, A thorough study of Kural alone can reveal how
conprehensive the meaning of kalvi is. It is the basis of the
purusharthas- (the goals), and without it, the individual is
soulless.

Among the results are those that relate to personal t-aits on
which the foundations of character are laid, An educated persop
has mastery over what he has learnt, He has a clear glimpse
into the universe of what he has studied. <‘Kacatu ara’ means,
without imperfection, or positively, most thoroughly, ‘Karpavai’
connotes many things. First it emphasizes the infinite character
of knowlodge. Secondly, it cautions against biting more than
could he chewed. Thirdly, it emphasizes the most important
principle of functionalism i, e., learning what is of relevance to
the current value-system, If an individual has had thorough
educatian in this sense, he becomes qualified to be called an
educated person. It might sound tautological to say that a
person of thorough education deserves tobe called an educated
person, But what is emphasized is not the possession of know~
ledge or even wisdom but their reflection in the individual’s
conduct. The conduct of an educated person is different
from that of an uneducated person.

11, All the Purusharthas constitute kalvi in its connotation,
24
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Education makes for perceptual competence of the highest
order. Here, by perception, is meant not only what psycholo-
gists call outer pereeption involving sense apparatus, but also
inner perception. This is what we get from the words of the
poet: ‘the learned are said to have eyes.’ Education has the
quality of shedding light where there is darkness, and the
impact of the person of education on others makes for a refresh-
ing environmental metamorphosis, One would say with the
poet that as one lamp lights another, nor grows less, education
is the means of lighting up a dark environment (environment
understood in its widest connotation of man's nature and
values), This outcome of education, as sobering influence, on
the less educated, is indeed notable!3. We have a less exacled
version of this idea in the downward filtration theory developed
by the British rulers in the 18th and 19th centuries in Indiat4,

Tiruvalluvar’s downward filtration theory

is fundamentally
different.

It leads one to the assumption that a man of educa-
. - X

tion does not merely preach sermons on the mount to the
unfortunate ignoramuses or the unlettered, but inspires awe and

reverence by his personal life and conduct and constitutes a
moral power within the community's,

An interesting aspect of the question of outcomes arises,
when we consider verse 398 which suggests that one of the most
desirable outcomes is that it makes educatjon relatively prefect,
the means to higher levels, and establishes a ceaseless continu-
ance!®. The phrasc ‘elumaiyum emaapputaithu’ may be taken
to mean excellence leading to greater excellence not only in this
birth but in the next seven births, In this couplet the principle

12, Kural—393
13. ibid—394

14. This downward filltration theory excluded the large
" masses of the people from the benefit of the organised
education,

15. The downward filtration theory has been given the
go by because of the realization that education
1s indispensable to the democratic way of life.

16. kalvi—couplet 398.
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of education leading to further education even in a sitnation of
perfection (relatively understood) is important,

Concepts of methodology : Tiruvalluvar set much store
by the personal influence of the teacher, He would value learning
imparted by a teacher becauce, the knowledge which forms the
‘basis of instruction carries with it the influence of the persona-
lity of the teacher, The teacher, in a sense, presents himself
through the knowledge he imparts. That knowledge is a
tevelation of his own perfection. i

The personality and the influence of the teacher constitute
instruction by themselves, But his teaching and imparting of
knowledge is also important, and has to be absorbed through
.ear-gate, Karral (study) and ‘kettal’ (listening) are sometims
presented as two different concepts as in the saying ‘Karralilum
kettal nanru’ (listening is better than study). ‘Karral’ in this
context means the acquisition of knowledge n all ways, and
through all senses. ‘Kéttal’ would mean listening and interna-
lizing. There is a very interesting extension of the concept of
‘kettal. Ordinarily, kettal is listening (in preference to hearing).
‘What is listened to alone is internalized; and what is heard’ is
.often material of judicious forgetting after the temporary purpose
which, what is heard, is supposed to fulfil, has been served. But
-what is listened to is the raw material of wisdom and is
internalized immediately it enters the car-gate. If that were
the implication of what Tiruvaliuvar means by kettal
-we are led to the doctrine of interest because, what interests
an individual is alone internalized. Kelvi is not only
listening but questioning or asking. In the process of
teachlng it is not mere uninterrupted listening by the educand;
‘but it is a two-way transaction, and the educand listens not
only to what the teacher presents, but also what be needs as
answers or clarifications, or elaborations arising out of the
-teacher’s presentation, If Tennyson would say ‘things seen are
mightier than things heard,’ . Tiruvalluvar would say, ‘things
#carnt through the ear-gate are of eternal value,” The chapter
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on Kelvi is a unique presentation on methodology and had the
greatest validity in the New Education, :

The importance of ear-gate is increasing in moderen
educationa} methodology though visual education is also consi-
dered effective. Tiruvaliuvar- does not present the ear.gate im
contrast to the eye-gate; but what is seen would not always
make sense without oral interpretation or exposition'?.

_ Another significant contribution to methodology is the
cultivation of the reflective power. The section ‘thuravaraviyal”
(ascetic virtue), though usnally unierstood as an exposition on
aceticism, which, in a sense it is, presents comcepts of signifi-
cance to nop-ascetics as well. Contemplation is implied in the
concept of ‘thavam’ (penance) and ‘thuravu’ (Renunciation).

The importance of objectivity is equally stressed in the
chapter natuvunilaimai (impartiality)??.  Objectivity is:
defiined as detached attitude in the evaluation of the worth of
even enemies and strangers,

Elements of pragmaticism : We are not concerned with
such niceties pgoing with pragmatism as existentialism or
instrumentalism?®. We shall aceept the ordinary definition of
the concept in our identification of the grains of pragmatism in
the Kural, The phi'osophy owes its existence to the change
and flux of the world, and the experimental nature of life,
stemming from what we term civilized modern life. Fixed
eternal values losc their meaning in situation of constant change,
whether it connoted progress or the opposite of it—depending
on how changing values are looked at. Absolutism loses its.

17. There is a greater realization of the importance of orak
exposition in modern education.

18. Chapters 27 and 35.

19. Chapter 12.

20. Existentialism and instrumentalism are of very recent
origin. Dewey takes credit for these new concepts by

way of an improvement onm or development of the
pragmatism of William James,
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meaning and relativism becomes the governing principle. If
philosophy dictates to life in idealism, life dictates to philo-
sophy in pragmatism, To the pragmatist men creates his own
values in the process of actual living. Reality is not final or
absolute but is in the process of making and will continue to be
made eternity. Truth is not finally established, but is tested
by the criteria of workability and utility. No judgement can
be considered true before it works satisfactorily. The pragma-
tists believe in change, provide for change and look at every
situation of life as a problem to be solved. All human efforts
are of crucia! importance. Life is a forced adaptation to an
infinite environment. A rational approach to problems of life
is substituted for unquestioning faith®.

Tested in the light of the abova criteria, Tiruvalluvar does
not appear to be anything other than an idealist. But his
idealism while like ideal idealism dictates to life, shows up
aspects that lead to the impression that he was not theoretical,
speculative or merely academic. His philosophy provides for
change and development, It also provides for a ratjonal
approach to problems. He is himself an example of an
indjvidual adapting himself to the realities of the Tamil
society, the pristine purity of whose culture had long been
dilut~d, and the value-system had suffered drastic changes.
Tiruvalluvar, like Sankara, was not an archaicistic revivalist,
but an enlightened conservative or (conservator) who revived the
ancient Tamil spirit in the manner of a realist, providing for
all the changes that had come over society, and casting his ideas
in a recognizable, valid, contemporary mould, His saying, in
regard to the true nature of reality, could as well as be consi-
derd the thought of William James or John Dewey, except that
our Tamil philosopher lived many centuries before these two
founders of modern pragmatism. Many of his chapters contain
grains of the pragmatic philosophy®. In a world drifting for

2(. The rational approach is emphasized in the chapters
payanila collaamai (20), oppuravarithal (22), thuravu
(35,.avaavaruthal (37), arivataimai (43), kaalamari-
thal (49), itamarithal (50), therinthu thelital (51)
and therinthu vinaiyaatal (52). ‘

22, 1bid.
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materialism, leaving behind cherished traditional values, we
might imagine Tiruvalluvar the idealist par excellence, But
when Tiruvalluvar lived and wrote his Kural, he had certainly
deviated from the exotic norms that emphasized rigidity, blind
faith, and conformity and social stratification and must have
appeared a radical to those that swore by the exotic norms?3,

Tiruvallavar—the eclectic : The porutpal (Book II) of
Kural may show up shining particles of what we call materia-
lism ; but Tiruvalluvar was far from being a materiatist in the
sense that he gave over-weightage to matter rather than spirit.
Any suggestion of materialism in the Kural can only be the
result of a superficial study of the work. Lest he be equated
with ultra-realists like Kautilya or a Machiavelli, he was.
far-sighted enough to begin his work with concepts suggestive
of worldly detachment, and work up towards a philosophy in
which life in this world has to be lived correctly before any
thought of detachment or renunciation could be eutertained.

As we evaluate Tiruvalluvar today asa philosopher the
only label we can permit ourselves to give him is that he is am
eclectic. It is this eclectism that has invested his work with
eternal validity,

23, But these exotic norms do not seem to have wide popu~
larity though these were slowly gathering momentum
right from Cankam age to become norms par excel-
lence in the Pallava age.



Tirukkural and Political Science
Dr., K. Kamalanathan

Thirukkural is a postic composition of great antiquity, in
the Tamil literature, a classic and treatise Parexeellence and
consequently, it has continued to attract the best minds of the
world down the ages. <« There hardly exists in the literature of
the world a collection of maxims in which we find so much lofty
wisdom’” Containing th= substance of the Five Vedas, Kural
remains the gospel of mankind. The compositions are ‘sweet
t» the mind to meditate on, sweet to the ear to hear, sweet to
the mouth to repeat’. Describad as the Veda of the Tamils, it
isa book of universal importance and is also hailed as the
‘bible of the Familnad’®. The author sings of virtue, morals,
love, happiness, prosperity and wealth from a high cthical stand-
point. The work consists of threc Books dealing with virtue,
wealth and happiness. The striking feature is its freshness
which makes one feel as if it was meant for the present times.
Composed by the King of Poets, it has not lost its beauty by
the lapse of time but has continued to attract the best minds of
the world down the ages.

Book Il deals with statecraft and main topics like the
nature and functions of the Sovereign, the characteristics of the
ministers, the nature of military organisation, finance and
education are dealt with admirably and with predominant
foresight. In terms of its content, the reader is reminded of
the Dharma Sastra dealing with the duties of individuals in

1. Albert Schweitzer: “Indian Thoughtand Its Develop-

ment,” (page i99).
2. Prof. A. Chakravarthi : Thirukkural.
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Society and the Artha Sastra which deals with the statecraft
and finance and also books on Neeti Sastra dealing with laws
current in Society and sanctioned by the State, We find large
measure of identity between Tirukkural and Artha Sastra of
Chanakya in respect of political ideas

The need for a- strong King (Sovercign) is obvious and
therefore, at the very outset, Kural refers to the six limbs® of a
Sovereign state. The author emphasises the need for an effici-
ent army. loyal subjects, sound financial resources, wise and
competent ministers. dependable allies and adequate defensive
fortifications. 1Inthe absence of any of them there will be no
security for the nation and the State. The Prince who
commands all these six essentials is a lion among the rulers.

According to Tiruvalluvar, they are fit to rule who possess
in unfailing measure, courage, liberality. wisdom and enthusi-
asm in action. The necessary characteristics of a good ruler
are deligence, learning and courage. The king must be personally
<ourageous to inspire confidence in the various services and
must be liberal to have a contented army and administrative
machinery. He should ensure unfailing maintenance of Jjustice
and award due punishment to the deserved.

The strength: of the sovereign depends upon financial
stability of his State. He should, therefore, ensure an efficient
machinery for revenue collection and also right expenditure. In
a good government, production of wealth, conservation of

resources, defence of the state and right expenditure are
ensured,

Easy accessibility of the ruler and its advantages are empha-
sised. The king must be easily accessible to his subjects and
must receive them kindly and listen to their grievances patiently.

3.

‘ **Army, People, sound Finance, a Council of Ministers,
allies a

_ nd defensive fortifications, these six things. if a
king possesses, he is a lion among the kings.” Kural—381,
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Here, the author, as in earlier matters, is in perfect agreement
with Kautilya*. ‘

Thoughtful advice which should help all people at all
times is given by the writers on matters relating to Planning
and Action. °*Plan fully before launching on Action. One
must think well before resolving on action. Haste makes
-waste. Plan properly, act effectively®’——is the essence of the
advice. Kural’s advice in this regard should serve as useful
guide to all modern planners. His emphasis on-proper planning
and effective implementation is timely. He has a dig at our
planners and some of their ill-conceived and ill born plans when
he says that the enmergy that is spent on action without being
first adequately spent on planning it out, will be empty of
tesults, whatever may be the man power placed on the field.

Depricating the doctrinaire approach, the author advocates
a rational approach to economic policies undertaken by the
state and these again, very well fit into the current situations
as a good manual and guide for our political administrators.
Talking of proper investment, he emphasizes that the economic
policies must be productive, thoughtful and not doctrinaire.

«The wise conserve what is already gained before entering
on a doubtful undertaking”’. Such a statement should be able
to exercise sober influence on our socialist enthusiasts.
Socialism does not certainly mean *ruthless’ levelling down
.or killing the goose that lays the golden eggs. Nationalisation

is the order or fashion of the day- and to the advocates of
:mdlscrlmmate nationalisation and State undertakings, he

4, “........for, when a king makes hxmself inaccessible
2o bis people and entrusts his work to his immediate
offlcers., _.cause thereby public disaffection and himself
a prey to hxs enemxes” and again “All urgent cases Be shouId
hear at once, but never put off”’. Kural 383 '

“The whole world will exalt the country of a king who

ds easy of access and who is free from harsh languages’
Kural—386
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rightly cautions, ‘‘the wise do not launch an undertaking-by
which, for a possible future gain they will lose what is already

got”. It is something like saying, ‘*heads I am losing, tails
1 may get°. \

In recent times, we often speak of ‘economic strategies® for
growth and development, besides the time-honoured and tradi-
tional concept of military strategies, There is & time and a
place for doing a thing in the right way and strategy in action-
is very necessary to ensure success. Onz who does not observe
this requirement and embarks upon thoughtless activity is sure
to meet with peril. The ruler should take this as a clues,

In regard to economic, political, military and administra--
tive matters, his reference to the ‘favourable’ time and place
(strategy) is very important and he stresses the point by a series-
of similes®, It is only the “fools who rush in where angels fear
to tred,”’ ignoring the time and the place and the manner, which:
is strategy. So Kural says that the kings who intend to defeat
their enemy must choose the right time and the right place.
The balance and practical wisdom that characterise Kural are
very well illustrated by good precepts?.

Kural's ideas on choosing the right executive and compe-
tent counsellors (Ministers) are again very modern. Officers

5. The Kings who desire to conquer, wait calmly for the
right time to arrive for striking. Kural—482

6. The importance of favourable time is stressed by the-
simile of the owl being defeated by the crow if the fight is-
during day time. Kural—48!. The difference wrought by a
right choice of place is brought out by the analysis of the
crocodile and of the boat. In deep waters, the crocodile
triumphs, but out of the water, it is powerless. Again the
boat that moves swiftly on the watec cannot be used on land.
like the chariot. Kural—495, 496

7. Imitate the stork in biding your time; but when the

time is ripe, act with swift and sure aim, even as the stork
does. Kural--490
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for various posts must be sclected after submitting them to-
vigorous tests, for the safety of the state depends upon their’

loyalty and integrity®,

Kural’s views in this regard harmonise with those of
Kautilya. Kural is modern, when hs emphasises that the-
persons must be examined to discover their special aptitudes-
and must be employed in such work as they have taste for, The-
officer’s intelligence and capacity and not the King’s personal
favour should be the criterion for employment. The King:
must seek the aid of wise men of mature age and intelligence as-
his advisors and counsellors, For the greatest strength for a:
king will be the wise counsel that comes from his able ministers
by acting upon which he can avert many a crisis occuring
internally by a revolution or externally by a foreign aggression.
In choosing the executive, loyalty, competence, tradition and.
family heredity ars to be taken into account and work should
be entrusted to men only after testing them and men should be-
appointed to duties, who have the ability needed for their per--
formance and the resourcefulness to meet the situations arising
therein. Otherwise, it would be like a square peg in a round
hole. Suitability and efflciency alone should determine selec--
tions and not considerations of nepotism and favouritism, It
is exactly this point that has been advanced from the Platonic
days down to the current period. The importance of the role
of ministers is indeed very well brought out in series of
passages?. Ministers must be bold and frank and should not
hesitate to give unpleasant counsel when necessary and point.
out the King’s wrongs fearlessly. Such counsellors would.
indeed be the King’s priceless protection and form the main-

prop of sovereignty in the State.

S —

8. A candidate for an offlcz must be subjected to these
fourfold tests, his attitude to virtue, wealth, pleasure, fear due
to the instinct of self - preservation and then only must be

appointed to his post. Kural—501
9, «The King’s ministers are his eyes, So, heshould
choose them with circumspection > Kural-145-



52

The great statesman and diplomat, Kautilya, long ago laid
«down the classic maxim *‘“As is the king, sois the people”,
and that the king should serve as a model and a beacon-light
-of inspiration to his subjects,1

All dharma and-all the codes of ths teachsrs are ultimately
-dependent on the king's good government. The king therefore,
-should never forget his dutjes. Neglect of his duties as a
sovereign will endanger the safety of his person as well as of
‘the State.' The king’s rule must be in accordance with equity
and justice. The loyalty and devotiom of the subjects depends
‘upon the king’s administration of justice. The author rightly
says, ““the world lies at the feet of the king who rules with
tbenevolent regard for his people!? **, There must be a concern for

the people and the government must be in accordance with their
_just wishes.

Justice has been the concern of all writers and philosophers.
"Tiruvalluvar rightly says, that if a king forgets justice in
-governing over the realm, his conduct would be resented even
by nature. The prosperity of the realm depends upon the up-
rightness of the rule and just adminijstration of the king.
Thus the author lays down the precept that if the king
-meglects his duty it will lead to the detsrioration of both
material - and spiritual welfare of the land.’® All this would,

10. “If a king is energetic his subjects would be equally
-energetic. If he is reckless, they will not only be reckless,
dikewise, but also eat into his works’. vide chap. XXX.
Arthasastra,

1l, «To be rapturously obsorbed in one’s own pleasure
-and to forget legitimate duty is a greater evil for a king
than if he indulges in untouchable wrath, Kural-531

12, Kwural-547

13.  “While the king who is the guardian of the realm
forgets his duty the cows will go dry and will not . yield
milk and the sages will forget the sacred scripture >,

Kural-560
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therefore, mean an industrious and an active and ever vigilant
king. ¢ The king who is fired by the spirit of ceaseless effort.
will find the whole world under him *’.*4

Like Kautilya, Kural devotes considerable thought to the
system of espionage, an important branch of public service, It
is well-known that from times ancient, spies were employed not
only to bring intelligence about enemies’ movements but also:
to assist in internal affairs, To Tiruvalluvar, the spy service.
and authoritative books on State-craft should be deemed as the:
two eyes of the king.!s Tt is the duty of the king to learn at
once all that happens at all times to all people.'® Anr
elaborate system of espionage was planned and the standard of’
efficiency laid down by Kural seems to be fairly high even from
modern standards, He scores over modern times when he insists-
that the spy service should be so managed that the members do-
not know one another.'™ This is a noteworthy caution that
many will be followed by the present day administrators, in deal--
ing with their intelligence officers. Public marks of apprecia-
tion on the members of the intelligence service are not to be;
conferred because it would result in the disclosure of what
should be kept from the knowledge of the people.

Kural also devotes attention to envoys and messengers and
lays down that affectionate temperament, good birth and
amicable behaviour agreeable to princes are the qualifications
essential to make a successful envoy besides devotion to one’s
sovereign and knowledge of politics.'® He should not be a-
mere messenger and for success in his job the envoy should
know the courtesies due to men and be able to judge time and
place and think before speaking

14, cf. Kautilya: ¢ The king shall ever be active and
discharge his duties, the root of wealth is activity and of evi-
its reverse **.  (vide. Chap. XIX)

15. Kural-=581 16. Kural-582 17. Kural-589

18. “The envoys should be learned in political science,
fearless before wrathful eyes, persuasive in speech, resourceful
and ready-witted ** (Kural-683, 686, 687)
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Kural insists upon the moral law being followed in acts of
the State, An industrial labour force, men of knowledge
forming the elite and high minded men of wealth make a
prosperous state and the state must be free from too many
groups and divisions and free from anti-social and destructive
elements to ensure orderly admivnistration of the state. After
-enunciating the above requirements that go to make a happy

“-state, the poet emphasises the importance of a good administra-
tion and says that < a State may have everything mentioned
in this Chapter, yet if it has not the right kind of ruler they
will all come to nothing”. Itis in this respect that one is
reminded of the Chinese Philosopher Confucious who insists
that the ruler must be a Pole Star a model for the people to
-omulate, The king must be «alive, alert and awake’® apnd
improve his wealth for, ‘‘there is nothing so effective as
‘wealth, which has the quality of giving worth even to the
‘worthless man*’. He should be ever vigilant and his State~
«eraft should consist in ** getting support without letting his
weakness be known **.  Thus we find the Kural though short

in words. is extensive in sense and will never lose its beauty or
wvalidity by the lapse of time,



Law and Justice
Prof. A, Palaniswami, M.L,

Ancient Tamils, 200 years ago, undoubtedly had a well
developed and a firm!y established set of rules and laws. The
existence of those Rules are evidenced by Cankam Literature
and Tirukkural, There are evidences, both literary and
inscriptional, to show that the Tamils even in those ancient
days had constitutional law, property law, law of inheritence,
marriage law, law of contracts, criminal law, internal
law etc. In its widest sense, the term °law ' includes any
rule of action, thatis to say, any standard or patternto
which actions are to conform. The legal philosophers of the
nineteenth and the twenticth centuries realised a close relation
between law and justice, The word *justice® is used here not
in the sense of justice dispensed by courts, but in the sense of
morals and ethics, In morals, our deductions are with reference
to motives of conduct ; in law they are with reference to the
outward results of conduct. It is common knowledge that the
longing for justice is men®s eternal longing for happiness. So
justice is happiness that man cannot find alone, as an isolated
individual, and hence seeks in society, Justice is social happi-
ness. In Tiruvalluvar’s concept of justice is ‘Aram?; it is
social virtue, social happiness. He has used that word 1n a
very broad sense' referring to many kinds of virtues that
promote social happiness. We shall consider “law and justice*
in the light of this view.

Constitution of the State:

The State of those days consisted of six organs viz.,
army, people, wealth, ministers, friends, ‘and fortresses.”

1. Kural—381.
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A committee called as Aimperum Kuzhu? assisted the
king in administration, Ministers, Prohits, Commanders of
Armies, Diplomats and Spies were the men who constituted the
Aimperum Kuzhu. The Chief Minister was called as the
uthira manthiri or Mahamanthiri. The next in order of the
Administrative Council was called as Enpeeraayam. It con-
sisted of Technical Advisor, Executive head, Treasurer, Palace
guards, Chief citizens, Chief of Army, Chief of elephant force
and Chief of cavalry.

" In the absence of the king or when the king was not well
there was a care-taker body called Aracacurram to look after
the administration.

"The State was divided into Mandalams and there were
Mandala Thalaivers. Eachmandalam consisted of many villages
and the villages were governed by an Elected Body
constituted by the Order of the king to govern these
villages. Election of members to the village bodies was by
drawing lots (kuda olai). There was an officer by name
Pattolai to preserve all the orders and decrees of the king.

Judicial Administration :

At the capital and at the big cities there were courts
called Aram Koorum Avaiyam to hcar and decide the
disputes. In small villages the village committes, Voor Avak
did this work. There were provisions for appeal against
the decisions of these bodies to the Mandala Thalaivar
or King-in-Council. Apart from this any person who
had any grievance could easily go to the king at any
hour of the day and seek redress without delay®. If the
king himself was guilty of any crime he did not hssitate to
inflict a severe punishment on himself*,

2. cf. Kural—44].
cf. Kural—33s.

cf. the instance of Porkaip-paandiyan and Nedun-
chezhiyan at the time of Cilap-pathikaaam.

»ow
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The Courts used to hear both the Vazhakkaazhi (Plaintiff)
and Ethir Vazhakkaazhi (Defendant) several times cxamineci
evidence oral (Saanru) and documentary (Kariyum) and decided
the case adopting the Techniques provided in the relevant book.

(Aranoolkal).

Evidence was of three kinds, Customary (Aatchi)
Documentary (Aavanam) and the oral evidence of those who
witnessed the incident (Ayalaar kaatchi).® There were elabo-
rate rules for the admissibility of evidence. In case relating
to lands the Judges used to make even local inspections of the
lands in order to arrive at correct conclusions. There were
Record Offices to preserve the documents relating to private
Properties by name Aavanak-kalari.

International law :

There are evidences to show thal there were established
Rules regulating the conduct among the States. Close contacts
were established between the then Tamil Kings and the
Foreign States as a result of expeditions and Sea Trade in a
large measure. Envoys were sent and received. Even though
there is no evidence to show that regular and permanent envoys
were exchanged, we have a chapter in Tirukkurl with the
caption Thoothu® prescribing the qualifications for a person to
be sent as a Diplomatic Envoy. Persona Grata of modern
Diplomatic Terminology is claimed to be an innovation; how-
ever, Wwe are surprised to see that in Tirukkural, *Vendha-
vaam Panpu Udaimai*” (Persona Grata) is prescribed as one
of the qualificatjons for an ambassador.

Three sovereign and independent States existed from time
immemorial in this Tegion. Considerable relationship and
intercourse existed among them. There was no natural
boundary separting the territories of the three from each other

5. cf. Periya-Puranam-Thatuthaatkonta purapam—>56.
6. Kural—Chapter, 69.

7. Kural—681.

26
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Differences arose among these three States frequently and they

were settled either in accordance with peaceful means or in
accordance with coercive methods.

The following are the causes of war: Expansion of
Territory, Supremacy, disappointment in matrimonial alliance,
failure to remit the Tribute, subjugation of buffer State, self-
defence, enmity, punishment, humanitarian reasons, assertion
of right, insult and protection of small States,

The idea of maintenance of regular Army came into existence
among the European States only at a recent date, whereas
thousands of years ago regular armies were maintained by the
Tamil Kings. During the war also distinction was made between
Armed Forces and civilians. The Tamil warriors used to give
advance notice to the civilians to leave the battie-field and the
Army was instructed not to attack them.

Before reaching the battle field it was the practice of the
Kings to give flowers for identification. Flowers were also
used for indicating the operation undertaken by an army at that
time. Commander and distinguished warriors were given gold-
en flowers. Use of flowers was not only for identification of
the side which a fighter belonged but also to indicate the
operation undertaken at that time clearly proves the refinement
attained by the ancient Tamil in the art of the war.

After the termination of war it was usual for the Kings to
give medical aid for the wounded or to see them and console
them or when they were dead, console their relatives. It was
considered to be a duty of the King to make sufficient provisions
for the maintenance of the family of the deceased.

Recognizing the meritorious services and appreciating the
all round fight put vp by a warrior, the Tamil Kings used to
give them gifts. From what I have stated it would be evident
that the Tamils had a well developed laws of their own includ-
ing International Law. Neither the State nor any jurist has
ever thought of consolidating and presenting the laws of the
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Tamils in scientific way which served a great society for
centuries. Since they were not codified, these suffered the
onslaughts of other laws, languages, racial groups, customs
etc., and as a result of this they have changed to a great extent
and it requires deep research to find them out.

Administration of the country:

In ancient days, a political superior, namely, the King,
governed the society with power. At present, the responsibility
for the administration entirely rests with the State with the
help of the rules framed by the representatives of the people.
Tiruvalluvar’s concept of administration is ¢murai ceythal®
{administratior of justice)) He says that the King who
administers justice among his subjects and thereby protects
them, is considered as good.® The term ‘murai ceythal’
though highly technical is simple also, When the interest of
.one person conflicts with that of another, dispute arises, Such
conflicts should be reconciled; this harmonising of conflicting
interests is what is meant by ¢murai ceythal’ i.e., rendering
justice. Details of administration to which Tiruvalluvar devotes
a large part of his work falls under polity and it is beyond the
scope of this paper. In Tirukkural one can see all the
ingredients of a good government, and the sage-philosopher’s
concepts of Ministry, Citizenry, Envoy, civil and military
resources, allies and enemies, the evolution of a good society
&tc., for constituting a good government.

Let us now turn our attention to see what Tiruvalluvar
says about rendering justice.

dIntention and motive of crimes:

According to the principles of jurisprudence, a person is not
liable to be punished unless he or she does any act constituting
:a crime with necessary criminal intent. In Tirukkural, there
is a separate chapter ‘Inmna ceyyamai® (Avoidance of harm-
ing or injuring others).® There it is said that not to do

8. Kural—388,
9. Kural—Chapter 32



60

intentionally any harm to anybody, in any manner, under any
circumstances, is the crown of all virtues,'> The mental
element that is necessary to constitute a harm is clear] y indicated
by the word ‘manathaanaam-* (intentionally), The great
commentator Parimalazhagar also has not lost sight of the
significance of the word and interprets it as ¢ if the harm js
not done intentionally, there is no sin.* This concept
‘intention’ and another concept ¢ motive * are implied in
Tirukkural. Tiruvalluvar says: ¢ Even if one is afflicted with
the sight of his starving mother who gave him birth, shal}
not commit any act which the righteous men would reprove?®>
However noble the motive may be, one shall not commit any
act.prohibited by righteous men. Thus, the irrelevance of the
motive in assessing the liability of a wrong doer js clearly
brought out in this coupiet. The principal of law that a man
is judged by what he does, and not by the reasons for which he
does it, is illustrated in an effective manner in this Kural.
Tiruvalluvar visualises two concepts, namely, purity of mind
(manath-thooymai) and purity of conduct (vinaith-thooymai)-.
The vrge to abate the hunger of a starving mother, that motive,
indicates the purity of mind. But, purity of mind alone js not
sufficient. Purity of action is also essential. The anthor says
that purity in mind, as well as in action, will be acquired by
those whose associates are pure.'? Thus both the law and the
Kural lay down that a man’s conduct is judged only by his act
and not by the motive with which he committed that act,
Purity in conduct is extolled in the kural

; right conduct is
demanded by the law,

Offences and pupishment :

There are three kinds of offences :
Morality, offences against the state or king an
God. Offences against morality were drinking, lie, theft, infatu.
ations and murder; those against the State or king were noge
payment of taxes, cheating, espionage, conspiracy, theft to king’s

Offences againt
d offences against

10. Xural—317
11, Kural—656
12. ¥ural—455
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property, violation of the order of the king, dacoity,
rioting offences against the person of the king etc,; and those
against God were theft of temple property and failure to
discharge the accepted engagements,

Punishments were of six kinds: Fine, Insult, Corporal
punishment, Jail, Dismissal from service and Death Sentence.
Theft of all kinds was considered to be a heinous offence and
was punishable with the extreme penalty of law viz., Death.
For drunkards the punishment was disenfranchisement. The
object of the criminal law was the punishment of the wrong
doer, Murderers were considered to be the weeds of society
requiring elimination by the imposition of capital punishment, '

It is the exclusive right and duty of the king to punish the
offender and none else has the right to do that job. The
principle laid down in the kural for this is this: For the
protection of the subjects, it is the duty of the king to punish
the criminals,’*'® The theory of the punishment as enunciated
by Tiruvalluvar is in consonance with that given by the modern
jurisprudence. One theory is that punishments act as a
deterrent in the minds of those who are likely to commit
offences. The evil-doer who is punished is made an example
and a warning to all those that are like minded with him. This
is the deterrent aspect of punishment. When a person commits
an oflence, a retributive indignation arises in the community
and the punishment serves for the satisfaction of this indig-
mnation. This is the retributive aspect of the punishment. By
punishing the offender, we, in a way, prevent him from
committing the offence again. By so preventing him, the
society is protected. Thus the main object of punishment is
the protection of society,

The above modern theory of punishment is in consonanee
with the Tiruvalluvar’s idea of punishment, One couplet says
that one object is preventing the crime (kurram katithal) and

13. Kural—549,



82

the other is protecting the society (kutipuram kaathu ompal).'#
Amnother couplet says; “ To protect the foodcrops, we remove
the weeds; similarly the king punishes murderous evil-doers in:
order to protect the society.””!5 In the sections of Penal Code
measures of punijshment are prescribed. Modern criminology
considers that the personality of the offender is as important.
as his act, and emphasizes that the wrong doer is not only a
criminal but a patient to be treated. A patient is treated not
only to cure him of his present ailment, but also to prevent
recurrence of that ailment, So also the punishment meted out
to the criminal should be such that he does not repeat the same:
criminal act. All these factors of modern law relating to the
measure of punishment are compressed in an eloquent manner
in a single couplet: * Awarding such suitable punishment that
the offence is not repeated, after proper appreciation of all the
factors, is the duty of the king.’’'* Asno specific rules or
guide lines can be laid down in fixing the measure of punish.
ment, the direction can only be general. Bu: Tiruvalluvar
points out in this couplét three major aspects of ‘punishment,
namely, proper assessment of the crime and the criminal,

suitable punishment and prevention of offence in an eloquently
compressed form,

Excessive punishment defeats the very purpose of punish~.
ment. Instead of reforming the criminal it makes him worse..
The Kural refers to this as ¢ Kaiyikantha thantam *!7 5 thisg
according to the Saint, in due course, weakens the strength of
authority of the King. The punishments mentjoned in the
several laws for the various offences indicate only the maximum
limits upto which the court may impose punishment, But the
court, in awarding the punishment, ecxhibits a Jess severe
attitude. Tiruvalluvar says: ¢ Let the threatening rod of
punishment be raised high, but let it fal] gently. This is the
way to retain the prosperity of the ruler®.’®* Thus we see that

the main juristic principles relating to punishment are stated
tersely in the couplets.

14. Kural—549 15. Kural—550 16. Kural-—56}
17. Kural—567 18, Kural—562
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In conclusion, we can say that the Law is not a mere
command by the state, It is a rule of conduct mostly based
on ethical principles governing the conduct of man in society.
All the essential qualities of man that are conducive for
harmonious social living are termed by Tiruvalluvar as ¢ aram *
(Dharma). We also see how he conceives the norms of social
conduct, more or less agreeing with some fundamental concepts
of modern law based on justice. We can bodly say that in
Tiruvalluvar’s concept of ‘aram® (Dharma) there is a judici-
ous and harmonious combination of Law and Justice.
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Valluvar and Vemana

by
Prof. G. N. Reddy

That Tirvkkural is a unigue work and that it has po
parallel in any literature needs no repetition. To quote Albert
Schweitzer: “There hardly exists in the literature of the world,
a collection of maxims in which we find so much lofty wisdom
as in Tirukkural’’, The very thought that such a unique work
of universal appeal was written about 15 hundred years ago, if
not earlier, makes one wonder at the art and wisdom of its
author, Tiruvalluvar.

Tirukkural is not a religious work nor does it uphold
or attempt to establish any particular cult. It is not a treatise
on philosophy either, Nor it is a purana or a kavya depicting
‘the exploits of gods and goddesses. It is primarily concerned
with man and woman who are helpless in the matter of their
birth or death on this earth; yet, they can be helped to make
their lives between birth and death useful, enjoyable and mean-
ingful. And to this goal of happy living, Tirukkural
attempts to guide every individual and the human society. As
such, Tirukkural is a practical guide book of ecternal value
with a universal appeal for the whole humanity.

We have in Sanskrit a good number of didactic works or
ethical writings like kaamaandakam, subhaasitas of Bhartr- -
hari etc., which are intended to instruct individuals in morals,
In Telugu, ia addition to the translations of Sanskrit dida_c'tic
works, we have a good number of neeti satakas of a didactic
type. But none of the works either in Sanskrit or in Telugu
can stand comparison with Kural in its plan and form, purport

1IV—7



88

and expression. The less known name of Tirukkural is
muppaal suggestive of the three parts in the work dealing with
(1) arattuppaal i, virtue or dhrma, (2) porutpaal ie.,
wealth or artha, and (3)kaamathuppal ie,, pleasure or kaamam
The originality of Valluvar lies not only in his unique thoughts
but also in the inimitable and cpigrammatic expression of his
thoughts in the metre of Kural. Kural is a couplet expressing
a complete and self-contained idea in a refined and intricate
metre, Each Kural of Tiruvalluvar is a wonderful conden-
sation of a universal thought and its brevity imparts an

oracular effect to what is said by the author. In fact, each
kural is a quotable quote,

Tirukkural has more than one translation in ‘Telugu, a
fact that may surprise many Telugu people, The first transla-
tion of Kural into Telugu was done in the year 1887 by
Sri Kanuparthi Venkataramaiah, the second translation was
by Sri P. Narasimhulu Naidu in 1892. My revered teacher the
late Sri Putalapattu Sreeramulu Reddy published a'translation
of Kural ip 1948 under the title Trivargamu. The latest
transiation of Kural is by Sri Challa Lakshminarayana Sastry
of Madras, The Telugn translations of kural are mere trans-
lations and not transcreations. They are good examples to
show how an uninspired translator does great disservice to the
original and little service to his literature. It is difficult to
make a successful transiation of kural into Telugu because of
two reasons: (1) It is very difficult to render into any
language the brevity and the epigrammatic expression of kural,
and (2) many of the thoughts and ideas found in the kural are
not new to the Telngu people as we have an Andhra  counter~
part of valluvar in Vemana. The verses of Vemana which are
popular both with the literate and the illiterate contain many
of the thoughts and sayings of Valluvar. The place of Vemana
in the Telugu literature corresponds to that of Valluvar in
Tamil and we find great similarities in the lives of, and
teachings of, Valluvar and Vemana. Historically, they are
separated by more than ten centuries, Vemana had no know.
ledge of Tamil or of Tirukkural. By caste both are Sudras,
and they have no faith in the credentials of caste system.
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In fact, Vemana declares that ignorance is Sudra and wisdom
s Brahminhood, He also declares; ¢Heis not a pariah or
untouchable who is so considered by his birth, He who fails
to keep his word is indeed a pariah or untouchable.””

Vemana is a Yogi and Valluvar is a Bhogi, but both show
respect and regard for what they are not. Though Valluvar
says much in praise of the life of a householder, a gruhasta, he
extols equally the greatness of ascetics. According to Vemana
a bhogi or a kaami alone qualifies to became a Yogi.?
“Valluvar seems to respect all ascetics alike. Not so Vemana.
Being an ascetic or Yogi himself, Vemana knows that some
ascetics are genuine and some are spurious, He says: ““Salt
and camphor look alike, but if you examine and try the
flavours their tastes differ; thus do the virtuous differ from the

ordinary.”s

Valluvar believes in God but not in gods. So also Vemena.
1In fact, Valluvar, begins his work by paying homage to God
in the first ten kurals, While Valluvar is humanist, Vemana
is an iconoclast. Vemana found people worshipping many gods
and goddesses in the form of idols. He ridicules idol worship
in many verses. He says: ¢‘Oh men Ignorant of God who
«dwells in’ your hearts, you bow down to all stones, What
is there in a stone superior to what is in a living body, **#
Many of the verses of Vemana contain a touch of fine satire,
subtle humour and gentle irony. Against superstitions or
meaningless rituals, Vemana hardly argues; ridicule is his argu-
ment, He does not spare even Lord Rama in this respect;
He declares: *‘How can one call Rama the God who leaving .
his wife behind went in chase of a golden deer, not know-

ing that golden deer does not cXist on the earth, *’°

Valluvar preaches non- violence or ahimsa. He says:
¢ If you know what a righteous deed is, it is Kollamaior non,.
killing. Killing will bring in its train all the rest of the

1. Verses of Vemana (Vavilla 1911 Edition) 2: 135
2. See Vemana 2: 211 3, Vemana 1:16
4, Vemana, 1: 102, 5. Vemana, 3 : 67 .
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sinful deeds.””® He'further declares : ‘¢ Refrain from taking
apother creatures® dear life, even if you would lose your own
life thereby.”’ Vemana also makes it known that all kill-
ing is a sin against God, and all animals as different forms
of Deity,” Vemana is against Killing even an enemy,
He says: ““Though a foe worthy of death falls into thy hand,
kill him not. Conciliate him by goodness and bid hlm
depart; this itself is death to him.*’#

On women, the views of Vemana differ in general from
that of Valluvar; but like Valluvar Vemana belisves that a
good woman makes a happy home. He says: “The house
of a virtuous young woman is orderly. She is like a light
shining in the dark room and such a house is like a place
of divine worship.® Vemana has no good word about a
disobedient wife, To the unforturnate husbands with disobe-
dient wives, he has the following advice: *“She who does not
obey her Lord’s commands is not his mate but his fate, To
dwelling with such a wife, dwelling in the forest is prefer.
able, »*10

1 have taken only a few examples to show how the
thoughts and ideas of Valluvar are universal, and has similar
thoughts beautifully expressed by Vemana. Valluvar and
Vemana are men of profound thought. Their poetry isa.
spring, pure and undefiled, entirely spontancous and original
in thought and style, They were committed to the moral uplift
of an individual by wanting him to develop our integrated
personality in order to promote an integrated society with no
tensions and conflicts. A comparative study of the two ,sages,
Valluvar and Vemana, in depth will certainly reveal many more
points of significance.

6. Kural, 32, 7. See Vemana, 2 : 4 _
8. Vemana, 1:23; cf. Kural,314., 9, Vemana, 1:71.
10. Vemana 2:15; cf. Kural 53,



Tirukkural and Malayalam

Prof. E. R Sreekrishna Sarma

Among the Dravidian Languagcs no'two languages are so
<losely related to each other as Tamil and Malayalam. There
are several views regarding the nature of relationship between
them, The two significant views however are: one, Malayalam
evolved from the Tamil Language somewhere about the I1th or’
12th century: and two, the present Tamil and Malayalam
both evolved from a proto-Tamil and Malayalam retained -
many of the expressions inherited from its parent while the
present Tamil lost some of them in course time. The supporters’
of the latter view would cite the expressions like tellu, mati,
nin, naayir etc,, which are found in the Sangam classics but
are not in common usage now, but are used in Malayalam by’
one and all even today. But, whether Malayalam is viewed as
a daughter or an elderly sister of the present Tamil it does not
affect the closeness of their relationship.

Therefore it might be interesting to. note here that a
tradition in Kerala, the land of Malayalam, makes some feeble
claims on the Saint Tiruvalluvar too. Of course one of our’
national traits is that we always make an attempt to claim the -
best of the men and matters as our own. Sankara, the great
philosopher, is claimed by Kerala, Tamilpadu apd Kashmir.
The poet-saint Leelasuka is pulled towards different directions
by Malayalis, Andhras and Bengalis. Prabhaakara, one of the
great Acharyas of Mimamsa, is claimed by Bikar, Tamilnadu
and Kerala, So the claim of Kerala on Tiruvalluvar may not
be taken very seriously, just as its claim on Ilango Adigal and
Kulsekhara Aalvar, the great poets of Tamil has not been

challenged very seriously,
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Acéording to Kerala tradition Vararuci, an astronomor
Brahmin of high wisdom, was sad to read in his horoscope that
he was destined to marcry a pariah girl. He made a search
and discovered this girl who was ir her childhood. He drove a
nail on her head packed her into a wooden box and allowed it
float on a stream, By doing this he thought he could overcome
the fate which was to fall on him as indicated by the position
of planets. One day, after some years, he was invited by a
Brahmin for food. He saw a maiden of great beauty in the
hosts® house and expressed his desire to marry her. After the
marriage he identified her as the child whom he had packed in
a wooden box and abandoned in the steam. He became now
convinced that destiny could not be altered and as a form
of penance he took to incessant journeying along with his-
wife. Twelve sons were born to this couple during their
wanderings. Each one of them was abandoned as soon as
he was born. The method of abandoning was also peculiat.
As soon as the child was born Vararuci would ask his wife
whether the child had a mouth. When she said ‘yes’ Vararuci
would proclaim : “a child having its mouth will find out a
living,** It is said that the mother who had a burning desire
to have at least one child with her, answered in the negative to
the usual question of her husband when the fifth child was
born. Then the child immediately became mouthless.
Vararuci, through the power of his penance, made this child a
deity who is even now worshipped in Kerala by the name
Vaayilla-Kkunnil-appan, The other eleven children were each
brought up by different couples belenging to different castes,
They include a Agnihotri, one Khatriya, one Vaisya, a
Washerman, a Carpenter, a Pariah and so on. All of them

were brilliant. spiritually developed, endowed with wisdom and
morally impeccable. These twelve are called by the name
‘Paracchipetrapantirukulam’, This family includes one
Valloon which the Malayalis would like to claim to be Valluvar.
We may also remember in this connsction that the tradition in
Tamilnadu also traces the parenthood of Vallyvar to a
Brahmin although the saint belonged to the lowest class.
Whatever the value of these traditions might be, two things are
clear from them: one, we want to take pride in claiming the,
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best and greatest of men as our own; and two, wisdom
spiritual beight and moral excellence are not previlege of
certain castes, communities or parts of the world.

From time immemorial India maintained three values of
life, the pursuit of which with sincerity would make a man
perfect, In Sanskrit they are called Dharma, Artha and Kama
separately and Trivarga or Trigana collectively, The same are
aram, porul, and kaamam, separately and muppal, colle-
ctively in Tamil, The beauty of Tirukkural does not lie in the
nature of its contents but in the epigrammatic expressions of
single phrases endowed with all charms of poetry and sharpness
of wisdom capable of piercing into the heart and leaving an
indelible impression for ever. Tiruvalluvar’s sayings have
power, dignity, nobility and universality. They are addressed
to all human beings irrespective of their caste or community
and creed or profession. So there is no wonder that Tirukkural
had attracted the attention of Keralas Scholars many centuries
back as evidenced by ths discovery of a traoslation of Kural
done in 1595 A. D. This was partly published by the late,
L.V. Ramaswami Ayyar in three parts between 1935 and 1940
in the Bulletin of Rama Varma Research Institute, Trichur.
This publication covered only 1 to 205 couplets.

Another translation was done by Diwan Bahadur A. Govinda
Pillai, who was a High Court Judge of the erstwhile state of
Travancore. It was published in 1899 but the copies of this$
work are now very rare, Govinda Pillai had translated several
dramas of Shakespeare into Malayalam, So his experience as a
translator and versifier helped him to a certain extent, in
communicating the Tirpkkural to the Malayalam readers,
There are a few belonging to the older generation who could
quote some verses of this translation from memory.

The third translation was by Sastamangalam Ramakrishny
Pillai of Trivandram. This was published in September 1957,
although the translation was completed in 1933 itself. Th:
translator also wrote originally a comprehensive commentara
with explanatory notes, put the publication contz}ins .only an
abridged verson of his commentary, This translation is called



104

Ramakrishna Tirukkural by associating the name of the
translator with the title of the origiral. Ramakrishna Pillaj
chose a short metre similar to that of the original and his
translation is considered to be more or less faithful to the
original. The last translation of this great work so far done into
Malayalam is from the pen of the well-known Malayalam
poet Vennikkulam Gopala Kurup who has to his ceredit a
fine translation of Ramacaritamanas of ‘Tulasidas too,
This was published in Dz:cember 1957 by the Writers’ Co-
operative Society at Kottayam, Vennikkulam, being a poet
of an exquisite style of his own, has made the Tirukkural
readable and attractive to the present-day Malayalam reader,
He has also given a commentary which makes the understanding
of its contents easier, Thus the Kural has inspired some best
poets and thinkers of past in Kerala and it will live and inspire
human beings as long as they continue as human beings.



Tiruvalluvar and Hindi Literature
Dr. S. Shankar Raju Naidu

« That while the treasures of the ancient Tamil classics
-are better known and better appreciated by scholors of Western
Lands®® observes Sir A, L. Mudaliar with a heavy heart
in his foreword to my Hindi Translation of Tirukkural,
“‘very little attention has been paid to such works by scholars
in other parts of India>>. It is in the fitness of things that
Sri Venkateswara University which is situated in Vata
“Venkatam, the northern most tip of ancient Tamilnadu,
has taken up the challange and arranged for a Symposium
on ¢ Tirukkural® with a section for ¢ Tirukkural and
‘Other Literatures ’ also. I am grateful to the organisers of
this symposium, particularly to Dr. N. Subbu Reddiar, Head
.of the Dept. of Tamil, S. V. University, for offering me an
opportunity to perform this pleasant duty of presenting a
paper on ¢ Tirukkural and Hindi Literature ’. Tirukkural
of Tiruvalluvar is supposed to be a work of about the
first cenjury A. D. As such, chronologically neither Hindi
nor any other modern Indian language can be compared with
Tirukkural. But if we look into the content of this classic,
very many saint - poets appear before our mind’s eye, chiefl
among them being Kabir Das of Hindi, Vemana of Telugu,
Sarvagya and Basava of Kannada, Gyaneshvar of Marathi,
Guru Nanak of Punjabi and others, Here it is worth the
mention that only Kabir Das of Hindi was a weaver-Seer
like Tiruvalluvar., A great many things in their lives and
messages are parallal, Both led married life ~carning their
daily bread by the swet of their brow. Both tried to
‘bring in reconcilation among the tben-prevalent religions of
their times in their respective localities, and thereby strike
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at a common cord of belief and action in the internal and
external lives of people, Both were People’s poets who
lived and mused for the peace of the people, Both believed
in One God as being the fountain - head of pure knowledge’
and believed only in self prayer at the Feet of that One
Supreme Being. Nevertheless, Kabir signified Him by a
name ‘Rama’ (not the son of Dasaratha) though he took Him
to be nameiess, whereas Tiruvalluvar did not conceive of a
name, and contented himself by describing the eight qualities-
of Godhood. Both offer the same treatment even regarding
Fate,

To pin-point a few aspects a little more intimately, we-
may begin by considering their view-points regarding Learning
and Devotion, Though Tirmvalluvar has stressed in the
superlative the importance of learning, he states without any
hesitation: < Of what avail is all thy learning if thou worship
not the holy feet of Him of the perfect intelligence?** Kabir also
with the same vigour states : “The World dies in reading volumes
but none has so become wise. In him alone who learns the
two and half alphabets of Prem i.e., Love, will wisdom dawn’_?
Both clearly and sternly consider devotion to God as a greater
trait than mere book-learning for a human being. Consequently
both in the same breath stress that *no pain will inflict on
him who is a true devotee’® Both adore that gentleman:
most, who has all the five senses under this control.* Another
trait, and that too a social one, is the element of service.
Service and benevolent assistance to other fellow beings—nay, to
any other living being—are, according to Tiruvalluvar and
Kabir the greatest of virtues, As an excellent example, both
have pointed towards Rain, <Rain’ according to Tiruvalluvar,
* creates fit food for all living beings that eat and then itself
becomes their food *.5 Kabir too in the same tone expresses-

1. Kural-2. 2. Kavita Kaumudi, Part I, Kabir, Doha-170

3. Kural-4¢ =, 4, Kural-6 = Xabir Vachanavali 189,
5. Kural-12
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that the trees, tanks, saints and Rain assume forms im order’
to serve others.®

According to Tiruvalluvar and Kabir, after devotion we-
can take ¢ Service’® as the motto for any right-thinking man.
But this action, both emphasize, should be primarily basad
on perfect truth. Truth to both of them is greater thar any
penance, They identify truth with life itself, They decry all
pleasures derived out of false-hood born of word, mind or-
deed. Falschood, they designate, as the greatest of crimes.
Tiruvalluvar says: ‘Many things have I seen in this world:
but of all the things that I have seen, there is nothing thatis
higher than truth’.” With the same strain, Xabir says:
‘There is no penance equal to truth, sin equal to falsehood.
God resides there where resides truth’® On these lines both-
take purity of mind as the sole basis of righteousness or say
Religion. All external acrobatics in the name of religion are .
denounced outright by both. In a very coneisebut lucid manner,
Tiruvalluvar explains : < Be pure in heart; all righteonsness is
contained in this one commandment; all other things are
nought but empty display’.® So also Kabir, admonishing the
showy persons, states catagorically: ¢the garland of beads rolls
in hand, tongue rolls in mouth and mind indeed in all the four
directions ! This certainly is not true repetition of the Name of
God ’*® And hence advises the rtoller: ¢ Throw off the boad
in hand and roll the bead of mind towards God with purity.’"
Both Tiruvalluvar and Kabir seem to have analysed all the
behaviour patterns of human beings and both have arrived at
the same conclusion. They take °sweet utterance’ as the best
expression of human behaviour, Tiruvalluvar considers it to-
be greater than charity,'? true ornament'® and essence of all
rightecusness’.’¢  Kabir takes it to be the medicine for all dis~
eases and the converse is termed to be such an arrow which
pierces only the ear but pains the entire body.’S Here a memoz--
able Kural is worth being mentioned : s« The burn caused by

fire would heal up but not that of tongue*.'¢

6- 7. Kural-300 8. Kavita Kaumudi-141
9. Kural-34. 10. Kavita Kanmudi-10 11, Kabir: Doha 308
12. Kural-92 13. Ibid-95 14. Ibid-93

15. Kavita Kaumudi-126 16. Kural-129
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There is a very surprising aspect in which both are seen to
‘be thinking alike proving their greatness judged even from the
modern point of view of the sense of time. It is not that now
only the time factor has come to assume greater magnitude.
‘Promptness to achieve a good act then and there has been the
key note equally to Tiruvalluvar and Kabir. Today time
generally is valued against money, but in days of old, it was
equated with that aspect of life which would be helpful even
after death. Time today has only a temporal value but to
Tiruvailuvar and Kabir, time had permanent values. Hence
‘Tiruvalluvar stressing the value of time has stated: “Do not
postpone the act of righteousness; do it now so as to always
standby even after Death.”’}” Kabir goes a step further and
asks men to do today what is planned for tomorrow, and’
immidiately what is for today lest deluge might occur at any
moment,*® He explains it further by saying that what is
today might not be tomorrow.'® Thus both advise us to do
good deeds now and here in order to safeguard us from the
perpetual pain of birth and desth.

‘Do good” says Tiruvalluvar, ‘till in thee there is breath ;
like rock it blocks birth-death’2® The same sentiment iS
-expressed by Kabir when he says that ‘good deeds are strong
enough for one to cross over the ocean of birth and death.’®!
-All said and done, Fate is indisputable. Here again both
see eye to eye and give a final say in the matter. It is beyond
one’s reach. Neither can one bend it nor mend it. Fate stands

where it was destined. . All beings are coins in the field of
.chess, and have to necessarily flow with the fate without any

deliberate conversion on our part, XKabir on final analysis says:
‘Even with the strongest actior, the stream of fate cannot be
diverted ***—which is in full agreement with the following state-
ment of Tirukkural, namely ‘What is mightier than Fate? Even
if"counteracted, it overcomes.’?® Tiruvalluvar has covered in his
solé work all aspects of Aram Porul and Inpam—Dharma,
Artha and Kaama in 1330 couplets of one and half lines cach,

17, Ibid-36 18. Kavita Kaumudi-19 19
20. Kural-38 21. ¥Kabir Vachanavali-87
22. Kavita Kaumudi - Pada 13 23. Kural 380
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as if <an apple of gold in a net work of Silver’ as Rev.
G. U, Pope has put it, He has not touched the fourth
Purushartha ‘namely’ Moksha (Veetu), for, he secems to believe
like Kabir that <He who has seen will notsay, he who says
has not scen’.?¢  We apparently can formulate a theory that
he who would follow his maxims on the aforesaid three
divisions, would automatically attain the fourth Purushartha
namely, Veetu. ,

Now let us take up the most tempting aspect of life i.e.
Love. Love, we all know, is the salt of life. Tiruvalluvar ba;
devoted a complete section of twenty five chapters of ten
couplets each and has dealt with love in two sections as pre-
marital and post-marital love namely Kalavu and Karpu,
Looking at the matter and the crisp style of filling ¢an ocean
into a jar’ or as has been acclaimed by Itaikkatar *filling seven
seas into a2 mustard*®% or more explicitely as Poctess Avvaiyar
has put it *filling seven seas into an atom’,2¢ we cannot but
be reminded of the Hindi Poet Bihari Lal of the seventeenth
century. *Inm the entire field of the Hindi Literature Biharj
Lal the supreme Poet-genius who stands as Nulli - Secondus
in the treatment of love and its varied and varigated phases,
and who deserves by his single unique work ¢ Bihari Satsayee *
a comparison with the Tamil Poet Tiruvalluvar®’, Biharilal
has given us a little over seven hundred stanzas called Dohas,
each in 4 lines of but 13, II, 13 and II matras, It has
rightly been stated tbat the stanzas of Bibari are like piercing
arrows looking short but great in effect.®” Each stanza of both
the poets, short as it is, appears *like extra-ordinary individual
precious stone with its own magranimous glow and beauty.
Their expressions are remarkably lucid with digrity and sweet-
ness of language aptly changing according to the shades of”
emotions, There is a surprising proximity in the literatures of
these master posts ‘ proving thereby that all men feel alike, and
great men think alike,’

24, Kabi Vachapavali-Pada 167. 25, Tiruvalluvamaalai-
26. Ibid- 27. Ramachandra Sukla; History of Hindi
‘Literature’. P. 229, (Edition No, XI.)
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Both the poets offer similar impression regarding the mad-
.dening effect of beauty. *Wine giveth joy? says Tiruvailuvar,
‘but only to him that tasteth it; it can never delight at the
mere seeing as doth love *.2%  With the same tempo, Bihamlal
.also states that gold-ornamented damsel is hundred times more
maddening than the poisonous plant, ¢ Dhatura®, for, the latter
.affects only after eating as against the former on mere getting
.or seeing?®. Both apree that when love is mature and true, it
is not obligatory for the pair to indulge in speech, Consequently
Tiruvalluvar states in a couplet: ‘¢ When eyes speak their
consent to eyes, the words of the mouth are quite super-
fluous.>’3°  The same sentiment has been, as if further explod-
ed by Biharilal, when he states that the lady ‘in love due
to modest shyness stops even writing a letter to her lover believ-~

ing that bis heart itself would unfold her heart in its entirity.2?

Both are the doctors to diagnose the disease of love and
also in finding out the medicine for the the same, It is very
scldom that the disease and the medicine are identical but
‘both Tiruvalluvar and Biharilal have indentical treatment
for the °fever of love®, Tiruvalluvar says: < Diseases have
for their remedy things that are different; but this maiden
-decked in jewels is herself the cure of the ailment caused be
her”.3> In Bihari Satsayee the maid-in-confidence tells the
ailing maiden that the very hero who is the cause of the disease
is the only cure?® Bihari further confirms this treatment
in yet another Doha by saying that the disease, the doctor
and the cure are the same.®¢ The maiden is now in a
state of saturated love, Both the poets have found the
same conduct and behaviour on the part of such a maiden.
Both the maidens of Tirnvallurvar and Biharilal feel,
.as it were, the physical presence of their lovers in their hearts
during their absence from sight; Tiruvaliuvar®s observation
reflects the abstaining of hot edibles by the lady-love, lest
the heat should scorch her lover present inside! She herself tells
her lady-companion : ‘As my lover is ever in my heart,

28. Kural-1090 29, Bihari Bodhini-Doha 6§52
30. Kural-1100 31, B, B-Dobha-238 32, Xurai-1102
33. B. B. Doha-288 34. B, B. Doha-488
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1 fear to eat hot food lest it burns him there*35 We find a
surprising similarity in Biharilal’s work. The maid - in .
.confidence, rather loudly advises the lady-love to tease the
lover on his arrival who did not keep up his word. The
lady-love promptly stops her by gestures not to talk loudly
lest the lover ever residing in her heart should listen.3¢ What
a wonderful similarity of treatment of human psychology !
Presumably such an identical expression of mentel aptitudes
may not be obtained outside India, It is unique among women
of our country only. Does it not prove the emotjonal
integration of our vast nation ?

Now let us observe the life after marriage or union. Here
-separation yields the greatest pain, at times even death. Neither
of the two can bear it even for a moment. It is an international
feature but the intensity in Indian women is pechaps the greatest
as explained by both Tiruvalluvar and Biharilal, Tiravalluvar’s
maiden tells ber lover : ‘Speak to me not of parting; aboug
veturn tell them who would survive.’®” A touching spontancous
exposition indeed! But, inspite of such sincere utterances, if
the lover goes away, what is to be executed? Bihari comes to our
rescue and states that if in such a predicament, the life starts
quitting, the only remedy is to relate matters connected with
her lover, making her recapitulate the happiest incidents.38
Evidently ithe fire of love scorches even in separation as
against the fire which burns only when touched.®® To avoid
.such a situation, Tiruvalluvar states that, should the eyes also
run away after the lover the heart, there might have no need to
.swim over the sea of tears.t® Bihari translates this into action,

Though not to the lover direct, the eyes of the beloved, and
consequently she herself like a lunatic, run after the shadow of
a kite flown by the lover just to have a touch of 1t.4* Such is
the intensity of feeling and subtility of the mode of consolation.
Being so, the maiden tries to wage a quarrel in order to

35. XKural-1128 36. B. B. Doha-206
37. Kural-1151 38. B. B. Doha-439
39, Kural-1159 40. Kural-1170

41. B B. Doba-213
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express her extreme  hidden love! But she forgetg
instantansously all the causes that she had in mind and fall
flat for conciliation and consolation. ‘Oh my friend®, says-
Tiruvalluvar's ideal miden, ‘I was prepared to feign displeasure,
but my mind, forgeiting it, was ready to embrace him’.4?
Bihari’s maiden also is in the same position at such
psychological moments. Though antagonised day and night, she
gets only at his virtues while searching for vices ¢3  She further
tries to keep up a frowning face when she meets him,-but her
shameless eyes do create a smile forgetting all the anger.¢+
It is but patural to observe only the good in those who are
friendly to us.

After pangs of separation, the pair finally meets and leads.
a happy life. Here both the poets agree in their having
occasional bounderies i.e., (Vootal) lover’s quarrel. If love is.
the salt of life, bouderie is the salt of love. Tirovalluvar
compares bouderie in martried life with common salt in foad,
for, it should necessarily be there but in very little appropriate
quantity. It so happens that the {over accidentally snecezes:
and the beloved gets angry, thinking, as is generally under.
stood in Tamil country, that some other maiden is bringing:
him to her memory. On a careful observation of the same,
the lover suppresses the subsequent sneeze. But the beloved
is shrewd enough and begins to sob saying that he wanted to
conceal a secret of some other maiden being in love with him 45
The same sentiment of apprehension is expressed by Biharilal
also when hs says through the lover: <Why art thou, maiden,.
looking at me with bent brows and round piercing eyes? The
red line on the cheeks is not due to a kiss by somebody elses
but a reflection of my ear-ring studded with red stone 146 After
such a bouderie, who succeeds, is a relevant question. Recon-
citiation naturally sets in within a couple of moments as any-
body could easily understand. But the final score, according
to Tiruvalluvar, is achieved by that party which gets defeated.

42, Kural-1284 43, .B. B. Doha 455  44. Tbid.468
45. Kural-1317, 1318 46. B.B. Doha-385
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and the same should be evident at the time of their succeeding
union. ‘In a lover’s quarrzl. the vanquished becomes tLe
victor; this is r:vealed when they re unite’¢” Bihari alsc
expressing the same sentiment in a differ:nt fa- hion states that
both reconcile with each other and they alon> can do it They
get on like the single pupil of the crow's eyes as if, living with
two bodies, but one life.48=

Thus we see that Tirukkural has parallels in Hindi litera-
ture in an abundant measure; I could take up only iwo Hindi
Poets to demonstrate the identical lines of thought with
Tirukkural, Even this small area would suffice 1o justify that

the bed-rock over which the cu tural unity of our nation is
based is unique and strong. enough to hold us all together for a
progressive march towards peace. with pleasure in plentiful
measure.,

47. Kural-1327  48. B.B. Doha-2i4

1Ve§



Tirukkural and Sanskrit Literature
Dr. V. Va,ra_da.ch‘ari

The poet is the creator of a literary composition. - His deep
insight into the maiters taken up for treatment transcend
temporal and spatial limitations. He has th: capacity ' to bring
vividly bafore th> raders’ mind those matters from the regions
which are beyond buman compr:hansion. He js only the
medium for transmitting them in well-chosen sxpression. This
holds good to any poet whatever be his language, his period and
place whers he lives, It is not thorefore unlikely that the
material and the way in which it is treated could be identical nog
-only in the work of ths sam: peridd or different pariods written
by ditferent authors in the same language. The question of the
influence of one author or work at a period on another at the
same or different period in thc same or different language need
not be raised, unless there is trust-worthy evidence to support
that influence, ~Problems of this kind touch only the outer

fringes of literary criticism, Of greater signficance are the
contents of such compositions,

Matters that get similarly treated in more than one compo-
sition should receive cautious treatfaent, Their treatment could
never be identically the same. What is treated in a simple
raanner in a work may get embellished with literary devices in
auother Prudencs requires individual appreciation in ¢ach cass.
The aim of studies takea in this direciion will be to discern

how admirably poetic insight remains the same all through the
literatures of the world.

Passages of similar or same import are by fac too many and
are hard to be enumerated. The idea is common to.some and
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jts depiction is the same in some others, A brief reference to

some of th: note-worthy among them would make it clear how

the contents in th: Tirukkural and some of the Sanskrit-works
2ar close resemblance to each other.

The householders’ ord>r, aceording to Tiruvalluvar, is the
mainstay for th: memb r5 of the other three orders’. The writers
in Samskrit only add that this order is the best®. A prrson
saves himself inall future g:nerations by withdrawing his senses
within like a tortoise®, wh ch illustration is mentioned by the
Sanskrit writers who sugg:st the positive goal of delight as the
resu'té. The happy state of mind is lost by anger acting like
enemy®, which comparision finds its echo in the Sanskrit
passages®, Indiscrot spzeches have to be avoid*d by proper
control over the tongue” which, to -th= Sanskrit writers, wher
not contro'led, would lead surely to misery®. Avarice ruins-the
fami'y and resu'ts in committing manv a smn® which gets'a
similar treatment at the haods of Sanskrit writers.t0 ~ ~

Water cleanses ths bady and the mind is .rid of its irtpuri-
ties by truth' which is found repeat:d in the -Sanskrit taxtst2.
One can have enduring joy by giving up a'l th> things which he
requies's which again is stated -similar'y by th: Sanskrit
writers.!* It is better to entsrtain hatrad _by - th> wis» than
enjoy the enticing fricndship of thr fools.’s This is similarte
ths Sanskrit passage which declar-s that oppositinn-to thy great
should bs preferred to the waalth arizing .out of the company
of those who lack in good bzhaviour.'®

It is necessary to havs a fricnd,; as he prevents th< harmful
deeds and shares his misfortunss'”, Though not of an identical

1, Kural 41 2. Gautama Dharma Sutra 3.3.
3. Kural 126 4.Bhagavadgita 2.58, 5:-Kurah30¢
6 7. Kural 127 8. Pancatanra, 2 3

9, Kural 171 10..

11. Kural 298 12. ManuSmrti 5°109

13. Kural 342 14. Mahabharata-Santi 337-6
15. Kural 816 16. Kiratarjuniya 1-8

17 Kural 787
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lmport. the Sanskrit text tells that a good “friend has certam
spec:flc features, namely, avoiding the smful deeds, dir. ctmg
to the performanc: of beneficial acts, screening the
secrets, giving publicity to the virtues, and not deserting: the
friend in times of distress and danger.'® The passages in both
the literatures'® declare adversity as the touchstone for testing
the real nature of a friend,

Learning and its uses get a good treatment, Learning is the
eye for the learned, while it afflicts the unlettered.*® The Sans.
krit works declare learning as a1 eye supzrior to the ordinary
one.™ Learning 1s the preciou; and undecaying wealth *  To
the Sanskrie writers, it is an unsurpassed possession on
the ground that it could not be carried away, it is inestimable
and ever imparishable.?® The writers in both literatures3+
declars that there is nothing like a formgn couatry to the
learned.

- Human endeavour is upheld as necessary to bz put forth by
dll and that afone is the road to prosperity.?5 The Sanskrit
passage asks the man to exhibit his psrsonal endeavour,
completely ignoring the powers of fate.26 There may not be
the result expvcted of this but  much deliberation, when under-
taken: before starting the work, would surcly lead to good
results.?2” The Sanskrit passages say that several evils would
have to be faced through thoughtless action.2® 1t is again
proper to do the work that is intended to be done without any
hesitation and delay.?® 1In:a- different tone, the Sanskrit
passage tells us that what one mtends to do shall not be spoken
out, for others would prevent its fruition when they come to

18, Nitisataka 73 - 19,_Kural 796
20 Kural 393 21. Mahabharata-Santi 337<5
22. Xural 400 23,

24. Kural 397 of. Pancatantra 2.58 25. Ibid 396
27. Pancatantra 2°'[37 27. Kural 467
28. Kirtarjuniya 230 29, Kural 668
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know of it,*® For the same reason, a work that it is left half
done would lead to utter ruin like fire which is left half extin-
guished and an enemy not completely defeated *' Debt that is,
not fu!ly cleared is an additional instance given in this connec-
tion in Sanskrit work.??

Ingratitude is declared to have no recompense, though any
other kind of guilt hos som= kind of mecting it, avoiding the
evil results.3® The Sanskrit passage, with the slayer of Brahmin
drunkard, thief and one who had swerved from his duty, men-
tioned as instances, seeks, as though to elaborate the sense of
the Kural passage.®4

One who intends to be free from evil shall not commit it
on another.3% Hence what causes pain to other shall not be
practised.®® Such imports are common to boththe texts.
tvil will also result from bad company,®?

An analysis of the results of good and bad deeds reveals
their nature through ths case of the palanguin bearer and the
person occupying the pa'anquin which are surely the results of
bad and good deeds.?® This is repeeted in the Sanskrit texts,3¢

Likewise, the Kural4® and the Sanskrit text*! rerer to the
crocodile’s strength in deep waters and its getting overpowered
by a week animal when it is out of water,

Finally, it may be said that according to the Kural one
hes to seck the feet of God in order to cross the series of birth
and death.*? The Sanskrit text has clear support to this
practice which must have been hoary in antiquity and like the
passage in the Kural, states that the feet of the Lord have been
worshipped by all other gods, Lakshmi, and sages, ¢®

30, Drstantasataka 38 31. Kural 674

32, Pancatantra 4,24 33. Kural 110

34, Pancatantra 4,11 35, Kural 206

36. Ibid 316 37. Kiratarjuniya 3.14 of Kural 460
38. Kural - 39, 40, Kural 495

41. Subhasitavali 954 42. Kural 2,10

43, Bhagavata 10°33.8; .40.28.



Tirukkural and English Literature
Thiru. S. Viswanathan

One may as well subtit'e this short paper *A Negative
“Report’ for, strictly spealing, thrre is no evidence of any of
the classic Fnglish writers® acquaintance, direct or indirect,
with the Kural ~f Tiruvalluvar, let alon- its influence on them.,
“The only port wh- seems to have known the Kural and written
verses.  and just a few of them at that, in adaptation of some
Kural couplets, is not Fngish but American; he is John
G ecnleaf Whitticr the poet of the anti-slavery moment of the
ninet-enth centurv, and | shall no doubt try ¢» make something
of this straw of a fact, as you will see. But before that, it
doeef seem worthwhi'e to ask why in spite of the well known
Eng'tish treanstation by the Rev. G.U. Pops, not to mention other
Eng'ish,: 1 ativ or modern languages- tianslations, - Fnglish men
of letters either hardly had an opportunity to read th: Kural
or did not respond to it, as they cou'd have, First I shall seek
an agswer to this questi-n. Sccondly I shall make some
observaticns about the paralle’i:m ard” contrast between the
long and rich tradition of the gnomnc and re'ated literature of
maxims, apophthrgms, ‘sent'ncs® and epigrams in Western
literature on the ons side and the ever-living monument of the
Kural on the other. The Kural, by all odds. outdoes European
maxim 'itevature in matter and in manner, Third, I shall point
out what stancards of lit rary-critical jucg ‘ments, current in
anhsh lit raty criticism  wou'd be applicable to our under-
stancing-and enjoyment of the excellences of the Kural, looked
at nnt so much as a moral and phi’osophical work but asa
literary masterpi: ce. And fourth'y and finally, 1 shaii

acquaint you with Whittier's domg of a fcw verses of the Kural
into English.



118

ft js cornmon knowledge that with the discovery of Sanskrit
especially by Sir William Jonzs in late eight:enth century and
the translation a little before that of the Gita into English by
Wilkins, the froit7ul and continuing process of the exposure of
England and of th: West to ths philosophy and religion.
culture and literaturz of India got under way. But naturally
and in>vitably, because of what may be called common Indo-
Furopan affinities ths Europeans in gensral and the British in
particular could mors riadily bz recsptive to and assimilate the
common "Indian heritags of Sanskrit and Hindu culture, and
also. for quite diff:rent reasoms, th* impact of Persian-and -Urdu
¢ulture, than they could respond to ths ragional cultures and
litératuves, especially th Dravidian ones;” Thz source-book$
and documeats through which some knowledge of Indian litera<
ture, culture and ~ thought was mediated to Englishmen;
especially to th? Engish py:ts and writers could be listed thus;
confining oneself to Eng'ish and excluding Portuguese. German
and French sources : the papers and books of Sir William Jones.
the publications of Sir William Ous:ley in London in a series
entitled Oriental Collections (corrasponding to Jones’ Asiatic
Miscellan'es publishad from Ca'cutta), Alsxander Dow's
History of Hindustan (Loandow, 1768) with its important
appendix on Bedang Sastra. Mauric¥’s Indian Antiquitics or
Dissertations of Hindostan {London, 1800, Arnold H.L. Heeren-
Researches into the Politics, Intercourse, and Trade of the
Principal Nations of An‘ijuity. 3 vot., vol 3, Asiatic
Nations Indians (1833),Hugh Murray, J Wilson. R X, Greville,
et al, Historical aid Descripive Accpunt of British India,
3 vols (Edinburgh, 1832), ani William Julius Mickle’s essay
*Inquiry into ths Roligious Tensts and Philosophy of the€
Brahmins’ appearing with the tramslation of Camoens in
Chalmers’ well knowu anthology of poctry. English Poets,
yol 21 (London, 1810). pp. 713-733. There is scarc:ly a reference
to th Kuralin hise No wonder that Edna O borne, de Meester
and, most recently, John Ho'loway in their studies of Oriehtal
influences on English Literature make no reference to the Kural:

Dow's book and Maurice’s as well as the writings of Jones
were known to th: major B-itish Romantic poets like Blakes
Shelley Coleridge and Southey, at least one or more of these
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books t5:each of these. - H. H. Wilson’s translations of the
Megaduta of i Kalidasa as The Clound-Messenger and Dean
Milman's trans'ations of th: Mahabharata and the Ramayana
(1835) and Ralph Griffiths® translations of the Gita. the Gita
Govinda and th: Laws of Manu ani some of the Vedic Hymns
in 1852 introcuced the Sanckrit c'assics in translation to a
number of Fng'ish rtraders. No wnnder that Victorian poets
lite Matthew Arnnid (this poet mainly through German and
French sourcs) and Swinburre, not to mention French poets
like Le Conte ds Lisle (1818="891, registered a significant
fesprnse to Hindu philosophy and Samskrit classics. The
appencix on ¢ Bedang Sastra® in Dow’s book contained a good
account of Manu Dharma Sastra. long befors the translation
by Griffiths arrived on the sg2ns.  So thz British, especia'ly our

faw-makers knew our Manu, but not our Valluvar. Not only
was the Kural a sealed book to British poets and creative wr iters
but thry were blissfully unaware of its existence, as were
probably Yeats and Eliot in the twentieth century who bore an
important re'ation to the Indian tradition. Moreover, quite
simp'y, the Kural had no myths and leg:nds to offer, the kind
of grist that comes aptly to the mi'l of poetry, We know that
our Pancatantra storiss, the bcast fables of Sanskrit, gained
currency in the West through the medium of Arabic so early as

in the pre-christian era in the guise of Assop’s Fables and other

tales, and thuse are b-hind Chaucer’s. Pardonrer’s Tale and

Parnell's The Hermit Forinstance, the Belgian poet Verharen

could use as th: theme of a posm of his Siva’s burning of
Madana, Nobody need blame any agency for the non-availa

bilitv of the Kural to British and Europ:an writers. Tt was a

historical inevitability, and the loss is surely the Britishers®,

and nnt that of the Tami's, if they c¢id net read and respond

to the Kural, if they were in no position to do so.

Such a semse of regrat adout what Eng'ish literature has
missad in thz absencs of th2 influence of th: Kural on it would
seem justified wh:n we recognize the sup-riority of the Kuraj
over the traditi'ns of aphoristrc or maxim literature in the
classical and modern Burcpean languages. It is a marked
superinrity inpoint of rangs and amplitude of conception as well
as of depth and of complexity of observation, in point of weight i~
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ness of substance and of literary exceflence, and above al} in point
point of sincerity and authenticity of tone and feeling and of 2
system of structura! organisation and division. The apophthegms
or maxims in the Palatine section of the Grrek Anthology, the
maxims of Martial and of Seneca in Latin and thcir numcrou$
progenv of Renaissauce epigrammatists like More, Erasmus,
Panl hurst, Lily and Buchanaa ex~mp’ify the European tradition
‘of the epigram. The maxim did not bscome an adéquate
véhicle for moral concepts and observations éven in thé master=
hands of Martial or Seneca. There is not a body of maxims by
any single author in the West which can compare favourably
with the Kural. The Greek maxim in gen-ral is remarkable
only for its sententiousness or terseness, and the Latin epigram
combines conciseness with poiat or an ingenious turn of thought
But almost every Kural coup'et, on account of its conceptual and
apperceptive cont ‘xt in the decade in which it occurs, ‘acquires
particu‘arity or sp-cificity like the Latincpigram while retaining
its genera'ity or abstractness as a maxim or proverb. It coml i-
nes terseness not on'y with point or a witty turn of thought but
with pithiness or substancz. For a contrast, here is an example

of a Greek epigram

1 lament on longer those who have left the sweét dayhght.
but those who ever live in expectation of death.

Here is a Latin epigrm by Martial in tranalation ¢

You wish to marry Priscuss T don't wond>sr, Pau'a, you are
wise. Priscus does not wish to marry you; he, too, is wise,

It will be bathetic to mention the maxims or gnomic verses in
Old English or Ang'o=-Saxon, which are banality itself. But te
avert possxble misunderstanding, [ must add that Old English
or Anglo-Saxon poectry has its sophisticated masterpieces in
pozms like Beowulf and som= othzr religious picces. For that
matter, a comparison of th: Kural with ths emblem literatu'r®
of Renaissance period, that of Alciati in Ttaly or of Whitney or
Quarles in Eng'and, will show how the eff:ct which it takes the
three parts of an emblem, the motto, the picture and the expli-
cation in verse or in prose to achicve is communieated within
the short span of the couplet it the Kural,
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It is as ome of the best cxamples of the ‘pootry of state-
ment®, the poetry of ‘assertion’, distinguished by purity of
diction and rhetorical finesse that the Kural will be approached
by a reader with an Bng ish critical upbringing, Fortunatsly,
today a student of English literature doss not swear, as he used
to do about two decad-s ago, carri>d away by the high tide of
the now old ‘mew cr:ticism® wh'ch has ebbzd away that only
oblique poetry as distinct from dir ct poetry like the Kural, only
the poetry of imagistic suggistion and metaphoric embodiment
is great poetry and thz “poetry of statement’ at best second-rate.
The sustained qua'ity of point which distinguishes each Kural
imbu-~s it which a dramatic logic, and these two qua'ities joined
to the authenticity of conviction and of experienczs behind the
words carry a'ive in to the heart of the reader the truth of the’
poet’s conception and the urgency of his moral vision and
judgment Bacon in his well known essays, Civil and Moral,
does not quite accomp'ish this effect. (Bacon’s total omission
of anything like Kamathu-p-pal, th= primary human emotions,
which constitutes the third of the jhrez section of the Kural, is
characteristic) An analogy may be found in the English
Metaphysical lyric of the scventesnih century at its best, But
theMetapyhsical lyric, though its hall-mark is also the quality
of point, is not as<hort as a kural verse. Furthermore, the
Metaphysical poet relies on the use of a great and heterogeneous
variety of images and imagery, whereas Valluvar would seem
80 esechew imagery in general. The few exceptions only prove
the rule, those telling images and comparisons which one can
count on one’s fing>rs. The heroic coupiets of Pope and the
Augustans may have the ters:ness of th: Kural; but thatis
about all that is common between the two. In sum, Valluvar
instructs through delighting'and moves the reader through
suggestion through statemznt rather than through suggestion
through metaphor and image.

John Greenleaf Whittier ths ninsteenth-century Quaker
American poet, absurdly popular in his tims and now all but
forgotten, has c'aims on our attention as on= of those New
English Transcondsntalists who responded to the Indian tradtion
of thought and religion, and as the unique instance of a poet
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writing in English and exhibiting marks of the influence of the
Kural, He was a pione:r in the anti-slavery movemet, the
cause of prohibition and th: idea and practice of civil disobe-
dience or passive resiztance like his compatriot Thoreau It is
charactertistic of the blocking of th: lins of communication
between the Karal anl English creativ: w iting that Whittier
who seems to have used a prose trans'ation into English of the
Kural by W, H. Drew shou!d hav> got the name of Tiruvalluvar
wrong as ‘Tinnevaluva’. perhaps owing to an error in transcrip-
tion. Th: extracts chosen by Whittiec are thosz which deai
with the thme of gratitude and the heinousness of the sin of
ungratefulness. 1 quote from th: Poetical Works of J.G Whit-
tier- in 4 vols', vol 2 (Boston and New York, 1892), pp. 314-315:

Giving and Taking (Qebmer bl 5e0?)

T have attempt=d to put in English verss a prose translation
of a poem by Tinnevaluva, a Hindoo poet of the third century

of our era.

Who eives and hides th~ giving hand,
Nor counts on favor, fame, or praise

Shall find his smallest gift outweighs

The burden of sea and land,

Who gives to whom hath naught been given,
His gift in need, though smal! indeed

As is th? grass-b’ade’s wind-blown seed

Is larg> as earth and rich as heaven.

Forg-t it not, O man to whom

A gift shall fali, whi'e yet on earth;
Yea, even to thy seven=fold birth
Recall it in the iives to come.

Who broods about a wrong in thought
Sins much; but gr ater sin is his

Who, fed and clothed with kindnesses,
Shall count the holy alms as nought.
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Whe dares 1o curse the hands that bicss
Shall know of sin the d -ad'icst cost ;
“The pati nce of the heavens is lost
Beholding man’s unthankfulness.

For he who breaks all laws may still

In Sivam®s mercy be forgiven ;

But none can save, in earth or heaven, N
The wretch who answers good with iil. (1877}

Western thinkers and historians of thought, in our century,
have no doubt rec~gnised the Kural as a treasure-house of
moral philosophy. Albert Schweitzer is an instance in point.
But as a literary influsnce the Kural has not so far been an
operative force on Eng ish or Europ~an litetature. Parallels to
the sentiments of the Kural, which ars nothing if not universal,
are strcwn all over English literature, But that is a diff:rent
matter altogether. Nor indeed need one take refuge in specula=
tions such as that the Ce ts of primitive Britain were Dravi. ians
of sorts and that the spirit of the Kural could be found in
Cetic or Welsh gnomic literature, if on'y because such notions
have ro basis in evidence and at any rate sound far-fetched.
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Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyengar,
Ex-Governor, Bibar State, (Now at Tigupati)

T am happy to see that a Symposium on Thirukkural was
arranged by Dr. N, Subbu Reddiar in the D.partment of Tamil
of Sri Venkateswara University and that it took place from the
6th to 8th Feb, 1974 Thirukkural stands in ths position of
Bhagava-gita to the Tamil spiaking population. All the four
Purusharthas (and ths fourth in an implicit form) well dealt
with therein. Saint Thiruvalluvar is one of the great saints
of South-India and his aphorisms have become so popular,
that they are used as authoritiss. There is no one field of
human activity which Saint Thiruvalluvar has not touched
upon. The Symposium has been very well arranged and all
aspects, of the great work have bzen severally detailed and
made subjects for Symposium. Thirukkural deals with
agriculture, education, political science, law. and justice
and the concept of womanhood among others. In the field of
religion and philosophy it has been equally great if not greater.
Thirukkural and Bhagavat - vishayam have been chosen as
one of the subjects for discussion. It is common knowledge
that Sri Nammalvar as the vaishnava saint of South-India is
the moola-purusha or founder of the Bhakti cult of South
India and his works deal with subject of divinity,

Thirukkural has touched upon morality in abundance and
has given guidance to the masses to lead a prop-r way of life.
It is not sectarian in its outlook. Its aphorisms are consistent
with all the existing religions as Saivism, Vaisnavism, Buddhism,
Jainism, Islam and even Christianity. Tirukkural is above all
aot a theoretical work nor does it teach abstract moraljty. It is
intended for day-to-day practice by the ordinary human being.

Sri Vemanayogi's aphorisms are equally prominent and
popular in-the Telugu country. A comparison between the two
works will really do good for both the literatures. Likewise
a comparison with other pieces of Tamil literature also and its

slace in Tamil literature was one of the subjects chosen for the

Sympnsium.
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I am glad that all sections of ths community belonging to
various religious denominations gladly took part in the
Symposium and acknowledged the greatness of the work and
its author. As far as I am aware Tirukkural has bzen trans-
lated into almost all important languages of the world.

I thank Dr. N, Subbu Reddiar for trying to make Thiruk-
kural more and more popular in the Andhra country and to

diffuse its knowledge from Tirupati, the cuvliural centre of
Andhra Pradesh.

Tirupati, (Sd.) M. Ananthasayanam Ayyengar
2-2"74

Thiru. C. Subramaniyam,

Union Minister for Scientific Development and Industries and
Technoiogy, New Delhi,
s Glad to learn that Sri Venkateswara
University is arranging a Symposium on
Thirukkural on February 6th 1974,

I wish the Sympbsium every success
and send my good wishes.**

— by telegram

Thiru V. R. Nedunchezhiyan,

-Minister for Education, Fort St. George, Madras-9.

“I am glad to note that Sri Venkateswara
University has come forward to hold a
Symposium on Thirukkural, Saint Thiru-
valluvar has conveyed his message to mankind
on all spheres of -life through his simple
coup'ets. The vatue of his great work is now
being realised throughout the world and the
Symposium should bring to light the worthy
greatoess of Thirukkural. Let me send my
good wishes to the University authorities for

. conducting this Symposium _and I wish it all
scucess.*?
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Dr. M. Varadarajan,
Vice-Chancellor, Madurai Univeesity, Madurai.

I am glad to know that Sri Venkateswara Univer-
sity is organising a Symposium on Thirukkural. I hope
all the important aspects of this unique ethical work
will be brought out and the Post-graduate students
and the research scho'ars of the University will take
adequate interest in this study.

I wish the Symposium all success.

Thiru T. S. Avinashilingam Chettiar,
Sri Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya, Coimbatore.
Dear Dr, Subbu Reddiar,

I am extremely happy to learn that the Sri Venka-
teswara University is organising a Symposium on
Thirukkural. I must congratulate your Vice-Chance.
llor Dr. Jaganatha Reddy and you on the initiative
taken for this purpose. 1 see many distinguished
friends like the Vic:-Chancellor of the Madras Univer-
sity arz taking part in the Symposium. 1 hope you
will have a very successful Symposium,

Thirukkural gives a great message of manliness
strength, courage and sustained endeavour for good
causes which is the basis of the greatness of -any man,
community or nation. The greatness of our nation
depends upon our appreciating and living on this
message. '

T wish the Symposium all success.

Dr. G.T. Gopalakrishna Naidu, ‘
Ex-Health Officer, T:!umala, Ex-District Heahh Ofﬁcer. Coim~
batore.

My message to this Symposium is that there shall,
arise scholars who. will shad lighi on Tiravalluvar’s
life-history so that posterity may come to know undeg
what circumstances Saint Tiruvalluvar. wrote his
poetry for up-lifting the covntry’s morality,
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The Secretary Tamil Sangam, Guntakal.

Indeed. it is verily a <hall=mark® .in the field of
Tamil Research work to have this sort of grand and
educative Symposium. We are sure that a'l the lovers
of Tamil in general, and the lovers of Kural in parti-

cular would enjoy every item of it during these three
days.

We also take this opportunity to extend our desp
thanks and feelings to Sri Venkateswara University for

its efforts in arranging this sort of Symposium on
Thirukkural.

Thiru K. Venkatasamy Reddiar,
-f1as sent the following message in the form of a poem :
“ Qe Qe SHLD et Qi &Gib medr Gawr wiv ey
Cart s 3R S QLimlor T Saor st B S55
ST iQsrd asswss $BHISTH Herp
sBpSGmpuri HmEHpafistr Hbhs Fhame
et 7 L. S HRermt uvBeord B Guord
uflpss%r Lheusm s FhdeE Beirmi
ST Em) “hih @)U vl sresr Guesyh Grogyid
AalGarie CumniaL. sl HHGer GlF1s.””

Message also have been received from the f ollowing
well-wishers :
(a) Thiru K. T. Thirunavukkarasu
(International Institute of Tami! Studizs, Madras=20)
{b) Dr, C. Balasubramanian A
{Dept. of Tamil, Madras University)
{¢) Dr. Sp. Annamalai

(Post-Graduate Prof; of Tami!, Thiyagarajar College,
Madurai) yagaral C g

(d} Thiru S, Vaiyapuri
(Directorate of Rural Development, Madras)
(e) Thiru A. K. Anandam Chetty,
(Treasurer, Thiruvailuvar Gold Medal Committee)
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