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TWO STATUES OF PALLAVA KINGS AND
FIVE PALLAVA INSCRIPTIONS IN A ROCK-
TEMPLE AT MAHABALIPURAM.

N November, 1922, Mr. K. V. Subrahmanya Aiyar, B.A., while acting as

Assistant Archwzological Superintendent for Epigraphy, Madras, paid an official visit
to Mahdbalipuram (Mamallapura asstated in itg inscriptions or Mavalivaram
as it is popularly called) to make a further search for inscriptions and imsges in
the rock-cut temple of Adivaraha-Peruma] at that historic village. Stepshad no
doubt been taken in the year 1912-1913 to remove the many modern mud walls that
hide from view the fine old sculptures in the several cellars of the spacious rock-
cut verandsh in front of the central shrine of this temple. But the Madras Gov-
ernment decided (G.0. No. 175 Public, dated the 9th February 1914) not to interfere
in the matter, on the advice of the Collector of Chingleput. Consequently, the oid
sculptures of the temple, so far as they were then available, including only one ot
the royal groups now published, could be photographed by flash light. The label
explaining the latter was not then visible, although a strong suspicion as to
its existence was not altogether given up. The fresh attempt of Mr. Subrah-
manya Aiyar has been more than successful, since another similar group of
a king with two queens has also been discovered and the labels explaining both
groups of images uncovered and copied. Besides these two label-inseriptions
two other Pallava inscriptions in the rock-cut verandah, and ap inscribed slab
of the Pallava King Nandivarman Pallavareslla built into the floor outside
the temple, were also secured. I have thus received, in all, from Mz K. V.
Subrahmanya Aiyar, 9 photographs of sculptures ineluding that of the chief
image of Variha-Perumil of the central shrine, the ground plan of the cave
showing the rock-cut portions, modern additions, the positions of the images,
the inscriptions and the rock-cut pillars, together with triplicate ink-impressiuns
of the five new Pallava inscriptions mentioned above.! Photographs of tke two
royal groups and the five inscriptions alone are reproduced in the accompanying
plates and the rest are described below.

t Two other insoriptions of this temple, herein called Vardhasvimin, are alreadv kuown, viz., one on the frung
louter) wall (8,11, Vol. 1, p. 126, No. 90; and snother in a niche (ibid. v, 334 and Carr’s Seven Pugodas. pp. 132 ff).




2 PALLAVA STATUES, ETG., AT MAHABALIFURAM.

The rock-cut verandah of the temple is supported in the fro.nt row'by four
lion-based octagonal pillars and by two similar half-pillars. standing aga}nst each
side of the rock at its ends, and, in the back row, again, by two honjbased
octagonal pillars of the type common to Pallava architecture of the period of
Rijasithha-Narasimbavarman II in the beginning of the 8th‘:century AD. The
images represented in the niches are those of—(1) Durga with 8 arms, stand-
ing in the cribhasigi posture wearing a high crown and treading with her left
foot the severed head of the buffalo-demon—a besutiful group and a true copy
of that given at page 200 of my ‘South-Indian Gods and Goddesses’ ; "(2) Sil.n-
anya-Lakshmi, with her feet resting ‘one on the other, on a seat decorated W_lth
fruits and creepers. The maids carrying water-pots and unguents by the side
of this Goddess, are beautifully carved, and may, judging from their head-dresses,
represent the Pallava royal ladies described in the sequel. These fgures are
also the same as those represented in figure 118 in ‘South-Indian Gods and
Goddesses’ at page 188, but more clear and elegant ; 3y Gaﬁgd hara—a form of
Siva of the type described at page 132 and shown in figure 86 of the same
work, supporting with his right upper arm a braid of his locks on which the
river Ganga is supposed to desceud ; (4) Brahma, the standing four-faced figure of
the usnal Pallava type (see fig. 6 in ‘South-Indian Gods and Goddesses’) and
(5) and (6) Vishnpu'and §af1kara.-N§.r§.ya.na,2 each attended by two kneeling
and worshipping figures at their feet and flanked by dewdrapalas. One of the
dvdrapdlas to the right of the Vishnu figure has a five-hooded serpent shadowing
his head. This may be the serpent-God Adi&esha who isalways connected with
the Boar-Incarnation of Vishnu.

The most interesting discoveries, however, are the historical statues,—
the two groups of Pallava royal personages found in the two cellars of the front
verandah, facing each other, on its right and left sides (Plate II). The
first of these on the right side near the S&manya-Lakshmi group consists
of a king seated on a three-legged (?) cushioned stool, in the sukkdsana posture,
flanked by his two standing queens whose prominent jewels are the huge ear-
rings and bracelets of the usual Pallava type. Both the queens wear crowns
fashioned in the style known as the karanda-makute, while the king himself
wears the simple cap-like high crown, ear-rings, and an under-garment (dhdt)
tucked up at the waist as even in modern times. His right hand shows the
chinmudr@ or the contemplative posture indicating the right perception of truth.3
The legs of the seat on which the king is seated are shaped artisucally like those
of a lion, and it looks as if the seat was a true representation of the Pallava-
sirhhdsana. Whether the ladies wear saris’ or not, cannot be exacily made out.
The second group opposite to this is in a cellar near the Durga group of images

3 Bee ™ South-Indian Cods and Goddessess”, p. 20, where, however, the attendant worshippers and devarapilas
are not seen.

$Ibid. p. 128. 1% is very doubsful if this is & figure of SsﬁkutafNiti.vm& In his right hand Basikara-Narayana
has o bold an axe or trident, the mark of Siva, and in his left the conch, the mark of Vishgu, Hare, in the left hand
is the disc instead of the conch and in the right a rosary (r) instesd of the axe.

* This postore of the haud is shown, generally, in the case of gods Jike Dakshighunlrti snd of highly sucred
ages and religioua teachers.
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and consists of a king and two queens, all standing, the king with his left hand
holding the right hand of one of his queens—perhaps the semior—and with his
right, pointing his fore finger towards the image in the central shrine. The
crowns worn by the king and the queens are similar to those described in the
first group, but the robe of the king and the sdris of the queens are quite royal
in their appearance, the former hanging in folds and showing the inner lining (%)
of the robe. Besides, from the way in which the dress fits the arms, waist
and breast of the figure wearing it, ond is led to infer that the robe must have
been cut, sewn and fitted as at the present day. In addition to the large ear-
rings and pendants, the jewels worn by both the king and the queens include
vecklaces. The breast cloth is absent in the case of the ladies.

These two groups of royal personages bear, as already stated, labels at
their tops. Above the group on the north side of the verandah is the follow=
ing inscription . in Palfava-Grantha characters (Plate I, D) :—

ANfdefrardrenfaose o
““ The glorious athirdje (adhirdja) Simhhavinna-Pottra (i.e.,SiIhha.vishx_m—Pt')ta).”'

Above the second js the following inscription also in similar Pallava-Granths
characters (Plate I, E) :—

TR TrATET |

“The glorious athird@joe (edhirdja) Mahéndra-Pottra.”

From these labels it is evident that the groups represent the Pallava kings
Simhavishpu and Mahéndra. But who were these Sirhhavishnu and Mahéndra ?
Simhavishiiy, the father of Mahéndra I, was the founder of the last ruling line
of Pallavas and the first conqueror of the Chdla country about the end of the
7th century A.D., as described in the Valirpalaiyam plates.? Narssimhavarman I
and IT—the grandson and the great-great-grandson respectively of Simbavishnu—
were also known by the name Narasithhavishou® (or briefly Sirahavishnu).
Similarly Mahéndravarman I the son of Simhavishnu was the first great Pallava
king, the inventor of rock-cut temples in Southern India. In the Pallava geneaology
of this Simhhavishnu line* there are two other kings bearing the pame Mahendra-
varman. It is therefore difficult to say which of these groups of three similar names
the representations in the niches of the Variha-Perumal temple exactly signify.
Palmography may, however, help us in settling the question, although the differences
in writing separated by less than a century do not count for much. The characters
of these Tecords when examined carefully and compared with the remarks of Dr.
Vogel given in his valuable article on the Yiipa inscriptions of King Milavarman
at Koeti in East Borneo, show that (1) the syllable $ri with its rectangular shape

1 P5ta, pottadhiraja. pottarasn, or pSttarsiyan was a family title of the Pallava kings and waa perhaps, as sug-
gested by Prof. Hultzsch, connected with the Tamil péitu or Skt. pallava © the sprout’ from which this line of kinga
is stipposed to have sprung ; see 8, I L. Vol. II, p. 341 n. Adhirdja as defined in ancient Sangkrit works, was e rank
obtainable among kings ; ses the late Mr. T, A. Gopinaths Rao’s uotes on * Kings, Crowns etc.,” In the Modern
Review for February 1917, pp. 150 £

2 South-Indian Inscriptions, Vol. II, p. 610, v. 10.

s Dr. Fleet's Dyn. Kan. Distrs., p. 323, Table.

¢ Sea Sowth-Indian Inecriptions, Vol. II, p. 506, Table,
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is closely allied to what appears in the Foeti inscriptions and in the
Dharmardja-Ratha inscriptions at Mahahalipuram ;! (2) that ma, though without
its characteristic indenture (or as Biihler terms it, the notching of the base
line) at the bottom, is like the one found in some of the inscriptions of Mahén-
dravarman I, (e.g., see plate facing p. 12 in Ep. Ind. Vol. XVII and plate facing
p. 152 in bid. Vol. IV); that (3) Za is exactly similar to what we find in the
Mandagappattu inscription of Vichitrachitta (Mahéndrévarmanl): and (4) that
8o also is the letter pa. The letter ra is more archaic. In Pallava records,
generally, ra is a vertical line with a tube, long or short, curving to the left
and attached to the bottom of the letter. In the records under publication,
it shows only the vertical shaft as in the early Brahmi script without the charac-
teristic tube or hook of the Pallava age. The Koeti (East Borneo) Yiipa
inscriptions of King Milavarman of about the 5th century A.D. as determined by
Dr. Vogel,? sometimes show a ra without a hook (see e.g., in inscription A, end of
line 7). The Camp& inscription of Bhadravarman does not show the hook in
thg letter ra. The letters ja and se, hewever, of the present records are-the
same as those used in the inscription of Rajasimha Narasimhavarman II in
the Atiranachandéivara cave temple at Sﬁluvaﬁliuppam ? Dr. Biihler, remark.
ing on these two letters under the head ° the ° ‘middle variety of the Grantha
alphabet * says that an innovation in the case "of the former is ““the transposi-
#on of the vertical of ja to the right end of the top bar and the conversion
of the central bar into a loop connected with the lowest bar”. So also in the
case of s¢ he says that an innovation introduced is the combination of the
left hand vertical of sa with the left end of the old sidé limb and of the right
end of the side limb with the base stroke.”” These forms of ja and se¢ occur
for the first time in the Kiram Dlates of Paramé§varavarman I.the grandson
of Mahéndravarman I (C. 650 A.D.), and may therefore be supposed fo have
been invented ir the time of that king. The na of the records under discussion
must be ascribed to the time of Mahéndravarman I!

Thus it appears that these label inscriptions were engraved at a time when
the characteristics of the script of the time of Mahéndravarman I had not
altogether been forgotten and yet-wheii some innovations were being introduced
in the Pallava-Grantha characters. Consequently, I am of opinion that the char-
acters of these labels must belong to the time of Paramé&varavarman I and that
the sculpturés too, on which the records are engraved, must have been con-
temporaneous with them. It may not be far from the truth, therefore, if it
is stated that the royal groups represent Mahéndravarman I, the originator
of rock-cﬁt temples in Southern India and his son Narasimbavarman-Siniha-
vishnu I, the inveterate foe of the Western Chalukyz king Vikramaditya I (A.D.
655 to 680), and distinguished in history hy the title Vatapikonda.

The two other inseriptions copied {from the rock-cut verandah of the Var.
Zha-Perumi) temple confirmt the above date for these writings, and throw light

1Ep. Ind. Vol X, Plate facing p. 12.

2 The httle hook attached to the long vertical of letters is considered to he a characteristic of the southern
slphsbets by Dr. J. Ph. Vogzel in his pamphlet on 1he Yapa Inseriptions frora Konti, p. 223.

2 Ep. Ind. Vol. X, Plate facing p. 12
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on the non-sectarian creed of the early Pallava kings. The one on the lintel
above the figure of Safkara-Nardyana contains the following well-known Paurénic
verse on the ten Avat@iras of Vishnu with a slight variation and is ihscribed
in the very same Pallava-Grantha characters' (Plate I, C) as described above :—'
.o 2 wrcfiwy At oW waw? Twe?
(] sel ¥ F TN 0

The verse mentions the ten avatdras of Vishnu, viz., the Fish, the Tortoise, the
Boar, the Man-Lion, the Dwarf, Rima (ie., Parafurima), Rama (i.e., Dadarathi
Iﬁima), Rama (i.e., Balarima), Buddha and Kalkin. It may be observed that
sometimes this well known verse is recited with Krishna substituted for Buddha.

Dr. Bloch writing on the subject of the Vaishnava invasion of Bodh
Gaya ”’ 4 remarked that the earliest literary reference to the ninth avatdre of Vishpu
(viz. Buddha) is found in a work of the 12th century A.D. and "that the Hindu
notion of Buddha being an avetdra of Vishpu must have arisen out of the
pipal tree with which Buddha’s ‘enlightenment’ is intimately connected, -while
the tree itself is worshipped by the Hindus as Vishpu® from even pre-Buddhisy
times down to the present day. It is not impossible that this suggestion of the
learned doctor is the apparent explanation for the Paurinic tradition which iden-
tifies Buddha with the ninth atatére of Vishpu. No Paurdpic account, however,
in describing the descent of Buddha connects him with the pipal tree under
which he attained his mirvane. Invariably they accept him as an avaldre of
Vishnu himself who purposely incarnated on Earth to mislead the asuras and
thereby secure an easy victory for the suras. Here evidently, the term asuras
refers to the followers of Buddha who did not accept the Vedic injunctions
as regards the existence of God, the performance of sacrifices, etc., and suras,
to the followers of the Vedas. This Pauranic theory of Buddhs’s intentional
mislead in matters of Vedic ritual was perhaps an interpolaticn inserted aufter
the crushing defeat V\gbich the Buddhist doctrine must have received at the hands
of the Advaita teacher Sankarachdrys, whose date is placed somewhere about the 8th
century A.D. In gge small poem Dasdvatdrastoira, which is attributed to him
Sankaracharya describes Buddha—though the latter was his religious opponent—in
very high terms as a great sage (ybgin) seated in the padmdsana posture in
deep meditation, and indicates thereby that he recognised Buddha as an avaldra -
of Vishnu. The Samhitas for which Dr. Schrader in his Introduction fo the
Pancharatra Serhitd fixes the 8th century as the terminus ad quem, speak of the
fallacious systems, the Buddhist Sunyavada and the Arhata-Sdstra of the Jainas, as
those which were revealed by the Lord himself in his Buddba and Rishabha avatdras.
At Sirpur, in the Central Provinces is a shrine of about the 8th century AD. in
which are found side by side, the images of Rama and Buddha, the latter being

1 The letter na is somewhat carelcssly engraved ; ma has the notch in the base line ; ra is withont a hock and
so also is ka; sa is the same as the one employed in the Param@évaravarman inseriptions.

% Phe missing letters must be Aw: 7#f 2€° now hidden from view by & modern wall.

3Resd ¥

1A S R. for 19089, p. 151
% Aivatthu-Narayans as & name for the pipal tres is quite familiar in the Soutn.
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represented in his usual meditative attitude. The avatdra-verse in question in the
Varaha-Perumi] temple, written in cha.mcters also of about the 8th century A.D.
supports the view that the inclusion of Buddha in the avatdras of Vishpu must
have already become familiar in the 8th century. The Vishvaksena-Samhita actually
mentions Buddha as a secopdary aevetdre of Vishpu. The Vishnusahasrandma
includes the name. The Agni, Vishnu, Vardha and the Bhagavata purinas include
Buddha in the ten avatiras of Vishnu, but the Mahabharata, Harivaméa and the
Dévibhagavata do not.! In Hindu iconography we have a figure of Vishpu in
meditative posture called YogdSvara-Vishnn (mentioned only by Hemadri of the
13th century), whick may be taken to represent the Buddha-avatara of Vishnu.

The inclusion of Buddha in the list of the ten avataras of Vishnu may not
entirely be the result of a psychological connection established by the identifica-
tion of Vishnu with the Asiattha-tree first and thence with Buddha because of the
enlightenment of the latter under the pipal tree. It may, as well have been due to the
broad principles which guided the Brahminical framers of the Hindu pantheon as
clearly stated in the Sambhita literature. An incarnation (avetdra), says Dr. R. G-
Bhandarkar, ‘acted sometimes like & human being or even a brute and at the same
time had the miraculous powers of a God.’ It is no wonder then, that Buddha,
with the bewildering powers displayed by him,—though non-Vedic and agnostic in
his teachings—was easily counted as an evatdra, in the same manner as the sages
Narada, Sanatkumara, Véda-Vyasa, Kapila, Dhanvantari, Dattitréya, and the
kings Prithu, Mandhatri and Arjuna.” The Bhagavata-Purina includes in a similar
way and for similar reasons the first Jaina Tirtharikara, Rishabha (Rishabhanatha)
among the avatdras of Vishnu. The reverence thus accorded to Buddha by the
Brahmamc Hindus does not however indicate that he was actually worshipped in
a temple or shrine dedicated to him, in the same way as the Vaishnava avatdras
Yardha, \amsuuhe}, Vamana (Trivikrama), Rama and Krishna. This might have
been so on account of Buddha's incarnation being considered to be either only
a part (am$az) evatdre or to his teachings being, as stated above, agnostic and
as such opposed to Vedic Hinduism.® Without assigning any particular reason the
Yatindramatadipikd—a Vaishnava poem of about the 16th century—says that
some qraldras of Vishnu are worshipped and some are not. Buddha may have been
one of those avatdras who were not included in the category of gods worshipped for
the sake of liberation. The reason why Buddha, in spite of his non-Vedic teaching,
was at all included in the ten ¢ratdres may have been because (1) the ahimsd-dharma
which he preached was common to early Vaishnavism as it was to Buddhism and
Jainisn and (2) the Vasudéva (Krishna) cult of the Bhagavad-Gita flourished in
the 4th century B.C. simultaneously with these twa religions.3 It is now easy to
understand also the Silpa-$astras which prescribe the Srivatsa, a sacred mark
of Vishnu as a special mark of Buddha images as well. The Sudarsana-chakra
(discns) of Vishnu corresponds perhaps to Buddba’s Dharmachakra.

» The age of the Purdnas is not yet finally settled. Mr. Pargiter places some of them which give the genea.
logical lists of Kings, in the post-Gupta period. Some are decidedly much earlier.

* Buddha sccording to the Samhitas was a sccondary avatira of Krishua and could be worshipped, inasmunct
as he was possessod of the quality of mdsleading the heretics to the great edvantage of the faithful.

2 See Dr. R. G. Bhandarkar's Vaishpaciam, Sauwm, efc., p. 46.
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1t might be noted ‘that the pipal tree, which in the Vedic age and the Epic
times was revered as the seat of Gods and the home of the Holy Mothers
and known by the name KéSavavasa' seemsto have become in the later Paurdnic
age, evidently on account of its connection with Buddha, the home of *the goddess
of ill-luck’ (Jyéshthd). Two ways of development, says the Linga-Purina,’ are
created by the Lord for mankind. Ome is that of the Brahmanas, the Védas,
the Vedic rituals and the pure goddess Sii (Lakshmi) and the other that of
her elder sister Jy&shtha, the goddess of ill-luck and evil and low class people
who are outside the pale of the Védas. The story of Jyéshtha in the same Purdna
states that she was married to a sage, who on that account was not admitted
thenceforth into the houses of Brihmanas that followed the Vedic ritual. Anxious for
a place where he could dwell in peace with his wife, the sage asked the advice of
Markandéya. This sage told him which places to avoid and which to adopt. Of
these latter; the houses where images of Bhikshu, Kshapanaka or the Bauddha
existed were stated to be the best places for Jyeshtha, the goddess of ill-luck and her
husband to stay. The Padma-Purina giving a slightly different version of the same
story states that the pipal tree, which was another form of Vishnu himself was
fixed by that god to be the permanent abode of Jy&shthd or Alakshms. [his
story divested of its pauranic ethics preferring the adoption of Vedic worship to
the non-Vedic, seems to suggest the connection of the pipal tree with Buddha
and Buddhism and as such fit only for Jy@shtha to live. Thus it appears that
though the connection of Buddha with Vishnu as one of the latter’s avatdras was
accepted by the Purinas and Sambitas generally on account of his miraculous
powers and his high position as a religious reformer, yet his non-Vedic teachings
,stood in the way of his being raised to the status of a worshipped god.
Later on, perhaps after the time of Sankaricharya, he even came to be looked
upon as the propagator of an dsuric form of religion and his symbol the pipal
tree (Bodhi-druma, Késavavasa) became the abode of ill-luck.

The other verse which is Saiva is written on the floor of the verandah
(right side), in frant of the Durgid group of images, in florid Pallava-Grantha
characters (Plate I, A) of exactly the same type and size as those of the Ramanuja-
mandapa, reproduced on Plate II facing page 8 of Ep. Ind. Vol. X, and trans-
cribed at page 11 of the same volume. The text runs:—

1 fygsre fumew gacfe  fufufang fegwe [*] wis aafa
2 ¥ed gumnfafamiaat &&= [1*]

If, as Professor Hultzsch says, the existence of this Saiva verse in the so-called
Ramanuja-mandapa at Mahabalipuram raises the presumption that the latter must
have been a shrine of Siva excavated during the reign of the Pallava king Para.
méévaravarman 1, a similar conclusion is not impossible in the case of the Varaba-
Perumal shrine also. The present image of Varaha in the central shrine is entirely
1 Ses Dhanvantari quoted by-Kshirasvimin in his commentary on Amarakdéa, 11, 4, 20,
t Bombay Veikateévara Press Edition, Uttarabhiga, ob. VI.
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covered with plaster and painted in colours and, so also are the walls of the
central shrine completely plastered. -Consequently, there is no possibility of
clearing up the doubt as to whether the present rock-cut shrine of Varaha-
Perumil originally enshrined also an image of Siva or not. But the occurrence of
the name of the temple as that of Paramésvara-Mahavaraha-Vishnugriha in a record?
of the Chéla king Rajéndradéva (A.D. 1052-1084) in the same temple, proves
that it must have been primarily a Vaishnava shrine and that its founder was
Paraméivaravarman I, as may be inferred from the first part. of the name,
This conclusion tallies with the result arrived at above, by an independent
study of the paleography of the label-inscriptions.

The Tamil inscription (Plate I. B) on s slab built into? the floor in front of
the temple, near the ballz'—pi.tka, belongs to the time of Nandipata,varman of the
Pallava-dynasty and is dated in his 65th year. The characters resemble those of
Nandipottar, Nandipéttaraiyar, Nandipotavarman or Nandivarman Pallavamalla
(first half of the eighth century) to whom belong (1) the Kasakudi Plates of his
22nd year,® (2) the Udayéndiram Plates of the 2lst year, (3) the Mallam stone
record® of the 15th year, (4) the Pafichapindavamalai record of the 50th year ®
and the Gudimallam Inscription of the 23rd year?. The palewographic pecu-
liarities show that in all these recordy—particularly the stone inscriptions (Nos.
3 and 4) and the Kasdakudi copper plates—the vocalic u added to the lettefs
t and 7 is a tubelike curve as in the present inscription, sometimes turned more
to the left in the copper-plate script; that the vocalic @ is the downward bend
invariably attached to the right side of the letter, being sometimes mugh smaller
in size than the letter itself, e.g., in the case of {&; and that the letter va is
rounded at the bottom and has a narrow neck.? The letter na which in one
case (1. 6) appears in its older form as in the Pallava-Grantha alphabet used
in the Kiiichipuram inscription of Réjasitoha Narasimhavarman II, is found
in the Kasakudi Plates and again in the Kilmuttugfir record of K&-Vijaya-Nara-
sithhavarman whom Dr. Fleet places immediately after Nandivarman Palls-
vamalla (Ep. Ind. Vol. V, p. 160). In many other respects too, (e.g., the for-
mation of the.letter cha) the Mahabalipuram inscription in its palmography
corresponds to the Kilmuttugir record quoted above and hence there can be
no doubt as to its being a record of Nandivarman Pallavamalla.

According to the geneaology given in the Kasakudi Plates, Nandivarman
Pallavamalla is known to have been a distant kinsman®, from a collateral branch, of
Paramésvaravarman 11, the last king of the Simhavishnu line of the Pallavas. A full
account of the circumstances under which Nandivarman Pallavamalla succeeded
to the Pallava throne after the death of Paramgévaravarman Il is depicted in twelve

! South-Indian Inscriptions (Texts), Vol. IV, p. 113, No. 377.

* Now removed from the floor by Mr. K, V. Subrahmanya Aiyar and kept stmdmg in the premises of the tempie.
5 3..1. Inscrs, Vol. 11, No. 73.

¢ Ibid., No. T4

£ Nellore Inscriptions, p. 420 and Plate.

¢ Ep. Ind. Vol. IV, pp. 136 fi.

T Ep. Ind. Vol. X1, p. 224,

? The Kisakndi plates do not show any.open space at nll at the top of ma.

® In bis Udavéaliram plates (8.-1. 1., Vol IL, p. 63) he calls himseif the son of Parem varavarman II.
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sculptured scenes with explanatory labels on the south wall of the vershdsh rutinug
round the central shrine of the Vaikuntha:Perumal temple at Conjeeveram. It is
stated therein : ‘¢ The race of the Pallavas commenced with the creator Brahmi, and
after the death of Paramesvarappottaraiyar (i.e., Paraméévaravarman II), the
kingdom having become kingless, the ministers, senators and the assembly consulted
together and approached Hiranya,varma-Ma,hﬁrs‘;ja of the Kidavaga family and
asked him to' grant them a king. Hiranyavarman communicated this to some
of the capable members of his family, who, however, refused to go. Then
calling his own sons Srimalla, Ranamalla, Samgramamalla and Pallavamalla,
he enquired of them if any would accept. The first three having refused, tle
fourth, Pallavamalla-Paramésvara consented. Though pleased with the noble
resolve of this Kathaka prince, the father was against sending this son who was
then only twelve years old. At this stage, an old agamika (agamika ?) of the court,
called Taranikonda-Posar said: “ this (prince) is one who is devoted to Mahae
Vishau.- He must become an emperor.’”” On this the 1equired  permission was
granted and the prince started in a palanquin with H1ranyavarma Maharaja himself
‘and Taranikonda-Podar leading the guarding armies. After going some distance
the prince got down from .the palanquin and taking leave of them, went on
his way crossing several mountains, rivers and impassable forests. Hearing of
his approach Pallavadi-Araiyar received him with a vast army, placed the prince
on an elephant; took him to K'a’,ﬁchipura-Ma.hina,ga,r (the capital), but himself
died (?).1 The Mahasimantas, the merchants (nagaratiar)? :and the assembly and
Kadakka Muttaraiyar having heard of the prince’s arrival, met him with honours
and entered the Palace with him, Then, under the name Ndndzvarman, the circle
of ministers, the feudatory chiefs, the two assemblies of ladministrators and the
senators, crowned him emperor and decorated him with the insignia of royalty
such as the peacock (?) parasol, the conch Samudragh6sha, the Khatvanga banner,
the Bull-crest, etc., and offered' him the royal seal Videlvidugu.” This detailed
description agrees, in the main, with what is hinted of him in the Kasikudi
plates. A recently discovered copper-plate record, to be soon published in the Epi-
graphia Indica, also confirms the very tender age of Nandivarman when ins-
talled on the Pallava throne. It says of him: wryw wftrae« 439 U= i.e. “he
of well-established strength, received the kingdom while he was yet a youth.”

" The terms Kadavééa, Kathaka and Kadakka which occur in the inscrip-
tion are of much interest. The former, as the name of the family in which
Hiranyavarman was born, gives us a clue as to what the position was of the
descendants of Simhavishnu’s younger brother Bhimavarman, during the active
rule at Kafichi of Simhavishnu’s son Mahéndravarman I and his successors.
Kadavesa means ‘ the chief of the Kadava’ which, in the Tamil Periyapuranrem
oceurs as a synonym for Pallava. The Tandalam inscription (Ep. Ind. Vol. VII,
p. 25) uses Kadava and Pallava in 1dentlcally the same sense. The term also
ocours in the Velvikudi grant of the Pandya king Nedufijadaiyan published in

* Pallavadi-Araiyar was perheps some distant kinsinan of the king with, however, no right o suscaed to the

throne.
3 The merchant community of the Natiukkiriei Chetties are even now known by the nawme nagaratiar.
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Eypigraphia Indica, Vol. XVII, No. 16, p. 308. Its interpretation as synonymous
with Pallava was not hitherto based on any direct statement. Now we clearly
see that the Lkings of the collateral line of Pallavas which descended from
Bhimavarman, were actually called Kidavas and ruled simultaneously with the
Pallavas of the main line, somewhere over a distant part of the Pallava
country. This latter fact is inferred from the statement that Pallavamalla had
to go a long distance *“crossing several mountains and impassable forests ”
to reach Kafichi. Perhaps, we can even conclude from the frequent occurrence
of the name Kiaduvetti and other allied forms of Kadava in records from the
modern Cuddapsh and Kurnool districts and the Mysore State that the Kad-
avas of the Bhimavarman line ruled in those parts, though, later on, they claim to
have ruled over Kafichi also.' A Pallava ruler of the Telugu country at the
time of the Chalukya invasion from the north under Satydsraya of Aydodhya
was Trinayana of about the 6th century A.D. He is often mentioned in Telugu
inscriptions as Tripayana-Pallava or Mukkanti-Kaduvetti, (see Ep. Rep. for 1908,
p. 70 and Ep. Ind. Vol. X,p.58). The Nolamba-Pallaves of the Kanarese coun-
try also trace their origin to him. Kadakka-Muttaraiyar who joined with the
chiefs and merchants of Kafichi in installing Pallavamalla on the throme must
bave been another near kinsman of the Pallavas and an ancestor of Kaduvatti
Mugtarass who about the end of the 9th century A.D. laid seige to Koyatir
(Laddigam), & village included in the Punganur Zamindari of the Chittoor dis-
trict, in the time of the Bana king Vijeyaditya II (see Ep. Ind. Vol. XVII

p- 3). Welearn further thatthe term Kadakka, through the Sanskritized Kithaka,
was also a form of Kadava (Ep. Ind. Vol. VII, p. 167, footnote 2).

The inscription records the gift of a pastureland for calves (kanru-mey-
kalans) by one of the merchants (nagaratt@r) of Mamallapura, himself having
purchased the land in question from a native of Kungatt@ir in the district of
Amtr-nddu. Amir and Kunnattir are villages in the Chingleput taluk of the
Chingleput district in the Madras Presidency.

TEXT.

Front of slab.
1 Svasti sri-Palla[va*]-varsasya?[}|* Na[nti]-3
2 bodhuvarmmaku?* rafjlydvibhiddhya-6
3 fizchheldnipradu ® arupattu-
4 "and-avadu Mamallafpu]-
5 rattu nagarattar Idaivala[fi]-
6 chin Kandan kanru-mé-[kals]-
7 niy-igs konda nilam [|*¥][A}
8 mir-nattu Kunrattir-idai]

[N

1%The Vikrama-Solag-Uia retors to & Kadava ruler of Sefiji (Gingee) in the South Arcot District,
# Read -varkadya. & Ttead rayyabhivriddhya-

» Read Nandi * Read ~delligigradn.

¢ Read -pitavarmarks - ? Read aind-
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9 valum Kunrattir-[kila}-

10 r llan-Paduvunar magap . .*
11 n Kandan-i[dai] kanru-mé-ka[la]-
12 [nily-aga virrukonds nilatt{nl-
18 [k]k=ellai[}}*]? Malifiai Nall[u]-
14 lar-totta[t*}ti[p] mélkum [te])-

) Back of slab.
15 [nlpall-elai® kons-
16 [ri-iln vadakkum meélpal-
17 1{eJlai® Mindai-talaiva[nl=
18 [gJrikkum peru-vali-in [ki}
19 [laklkum vadapil-elai® Pa-
20 nappidi-efai-i[g]‘ te-
‘21 [tkujm i-ping-ellai
22 [algapatta® nilamum Kandan(i]-
23 dai virrukondu po-
24 -n Kangu-mé-kalaniy-
25 [kku] peyidan [|[*] Idn a-
26 [lilydmai katta[n=aldi e-
27 [nlerailai® méladuf)j*]

TRANSLATION.

(L. 1). Hail to the glorious Pallava dynasty ! In the gixty-fifth yesr which is

_current in the increasing reign of Nandipdtavarman, TdaivalaRjin Kandan (one

of) the nagaratiér (merchants?) of Mamallapuram purchased (the following)
land as kamru-meé-kalani.

(L. 8). (The following are} the boundaries of the land purchased for the pur-
pose of a kanru-mé-hafani from [Kojn XKandan, son of Ilan Paduvundr the
Ireadman (kildr) of Eunrattiir, who lives in Kunra,ttur (@ village) of Amur-nadm

(L. 13). [The Eastern boundary] (is) to “the west of the garden of Malifiai
Nallulir ; the southern boundary (is) to the north of the square tank (kGwéri);
the western boundary (is) to the east of the tank (bwilt by) the chief of Mindai
and of the big road; and the northern boundary (us) to tlhe south of the Papa.
ppadi boundary.

_ (L. 20). The land included in these four boundaries was- purchased from
Kandan and gold was given with libation (of water) for the kanru-mé-kalani.

(L. 24). The feet of him who protects this (charity) without diminution, shall
be on my head.

1 Possibly the missing letter is Ko-

* The word kilpil-ellai seems to have been omitted here.

® Read pil=ellai. % Read agappatia.
* Hoad -ellai- ¢ Read roln.
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Adigésha, serpent-god, 26, 2.

Adivariha-Perwmnal, rock-cut temple at Mavalivaram, 26, 1. i

igamika (agamika?), 26, 9.

Agni-Puriga, 26, 6.

shirbss-dharma, creed, 28, 6.

Alakshmi, s.a. Jyeshtha, 26, 7.

Amarakésa, lexicon, 28, Tn.

Amiir-nadu, di., 26, 10, 11.

Amir, vi. (in the Chingleput district), 26, 10,

Arhata-$astra, 26, 5.

Arjuna, Epic hero, 26, 6,

agura, 26, 5.

Advattha or Advattha-Nariyans, the pipal tree, 26, 5n, 6.

athiraja (adhiraja), title of kings, 26, 3 and n,

Atiranachandéévara, cave temple (at Saluvankuppam), 26, 4.
" avatara, an inearnation, 28, 6, 7. '

Avataras, the ten—of Vishnu enumerated, 26, 5,

Ayadhya, vi., 26, 10.

Bana, dy., 26, 10.

Bhadravarman, Campd k., 26, 4.

Bhagavad-Gita, poem, 28, 6.

Bhagavata-Purana, 26, 6.

Bhikshu, image of, 26, 7.

Bhimavarman, Kadava k., 28, 9, 10,

Boar Incarnation of Vishnu, 26, 2.

Bodh Gaysa, vi., 26, 5.

Bodbi-druma, the pipal tree, 26, 7.

Brahma, god, 26, 9 ; image, 26, 2.

Brahmana (Brahman), caste, 26, 7.

Brahmi, alphabet, 26, 4.

Buddha, avatdra of Vishnw, 26, 5, 6 ; image, 6, 6, 7; saint, 26, 5, v,

Buddhist, 26, 5.

Buffalo-Demon, 286, 2.

Bull-crest, 26, 9.

Campa, v7. (io Indo-China), inscription from, 2_6, 4

Chalukys, dy.. 26, 10 ; —Western, dy., 26, 4.

chinmudra, pose of fingers in Indian sculpture, 26, 23
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Chola, co., conquered by Mahendravarman I, 8, 3, —dy., 26, 8.

Conjeeveram, se¢ Kafichipuram.

Dakshipamarti, god, 28, 2n.

Daéavatirastotra, poem, 28, 5.

Dattatréya, sage, 26, 6.

Devibhigavata-Puripa, 28, 6..

Dhanvantari, 28, 6, 7n.

Dharmachakra, symbol of Buddha, 26, 6.

Dharmaraja-Ratha, name of one of the monolithic cars at Mavahvmm 28, 4.

Durga, goddess, 28, 2, T; —image, 28, 2, 7.

dvirapila, image, 28, 2.

Gangadhara, image, (a form of Siva), 26, 2.

Gangi, river and goddess, 26, 2.

Grantha, alphabet, the middle variety of, 28, 4.

Gudimallam, vi. (in the North Arcot district), inseription from, 28, 8.

Harivam$a, 26, 6.

Hémadri, author, 28, 6.

Hiranyavarman or Hiranyavarma-Mahérajs, Kadava ., 26, 9.

Idaivalaijan Kspdan, m., 26, 11. |

Tlan Paduvunar, m., 28, 11.

Jaina, 28, 5, 6.

Jyeshtha, goddess of ill-luck, 28, 7.

Kidakka, s.a. Kadavs, 26, 9, 10.

Kadakka-Mattaratysr, m., 26, 9, 10.

Kidava or Kadavéss, family, 26, 9, 10 and 10n.

Kadava, s.a. Pallava, 26, 9.

Kaduvatti Muttarass, k., 26, 10.

Kaduvetti, s.a. Kadava, 28, 10.

Kalkin, avatdra of Vishnu, 26, 5.

Kifichi, Kafichipuram (Conjeeveram), or Kafichipura-Mahdnagar, vi., 26, 9, 10; mscmptlon from,
28, 8, 9, 10.

Kandan, s.a. Kon Kandan, 26, 11.

Kapila, sage, 26, 6

karanda-makuta, form of crown in Indian sculpture, 28, 2.

Kadakudi, »i. (in Karikal commune), plates from, 26, 8, 9.

Kathaka, Skt. form of Kadava, 286, 9, 10.

Kedavavisa, the pipal tree, 28, 7.

khatvinga banner, 26, 9.

kilar (also kilan), the headman of a village, 28, 11.

Eilmuttugir, vi. (in the Norbh Arcot district), inscription from, 26, 8.

Koeti. »i. (in East Borneo), 26, 3, 4 ard 4n,

kon@ri (kéneru), ¢ stone-faced tank, 26, 11.

Kon Kandan, m., 28, 11.

K- Vijaya-Narasihhavarman, Ganga-Pallava k., 26, 8.

X6yatdr, s.a. Laddigam, 26, 10.

Krishua, evatara of Visimu, 28,5, 6

Kshapanaka, image of, 28, 7.

Kshirasvamin, commentator, £6, To.
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Kungattir (Kunnattlr), vi. (in the Chingleput district), 26, 10, 11.
Kiiram, vs. (in the Chingleput district), plates from, 26, 4,
Kirma (Tortoise), avatdra of Vishnu, 26, 5 and 5n.
Laddigam, vi. (in the Chittor d.lstnct), 28, 10.
Linga-Purinpa, 26, 7.
Mahabalipuram, s.a. Mavalivaram, 26, 1, 4, 7, 8.
Mahabharata, 26, 6.
Mahasimanta, 26, 9.
Mahivishgu (Vishnu), god, 26, 9.
Mzhendra, Mahendravarman I, Pallava k., 28, 3, 4, 9; —the inventor of rock-cut temples in
Southern India, 26, 3, 4.
Mshendra-Pottra, s.a. Mahéndravarman I, 28, 3.
Malifini Nallu}ar, m., 26, 11,
Masllam, vi. (in the Nellore district), inseription from, 26, 8.
Mamallapura, s.a. Mavalivaram, 26, 1, 10, 11.
Mandagappattu, vi. (in the South Arcot district), inscription from, 28, 4.
Mindai, v:., 26, 11.
~ Mandhatri, %., 26, 6.
M\irkandéya, sage, 26, 7.
Matsya (Fish), avatara of Vishnu, 28, 5 and 5n.
Mavalivaram, vi. (in the Chingleput district), noted for its Pallava antiquities, 26, 1.
Mukkanti-Kiduvetti, s.a. Trinayana-Pallava, 26, 10.
nagarattar, merchants, 26, 9 and 9n, 10, 11,
Nandipbttar, Nandipéttaraiyar, or Nandipitavarman, s.a. Nandivarman Pallavamalla, 28, 8, 11.
Nandivarman or Nandivarman Pallavamalla, Pallava k., 28, 8, 9.
Narada, sage, 26, 6.
Nirasirha (Man-Lion), avetdre of Vishnu, 28, 5, 6.
Narasithhavarman I, Pallava %., 26, 3, 4.
Narasimhavarman II, Pallava k., 28, 3.
Narasimhavishnu, sur. of Narasihhavarman I and II, 26, 3.
Nattukkottai Chegties, a merchant community of South India, 26, 90.
Nedufijadaiyan. Pandys k., 26, 9.
nirvina, Buddha's enlightenment, 26, 5, 6.
Nolamba-Pallava, dy., 26, 10.
Padma-Purana, 26, 7.
padmasana, pose of seated images in Indian sculpture, 28, 5.
Pallava,—architecture, 26, 2 ;—dy., 28, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 ; —Grantha, alphabet, 26, 3, 4, 3, 7
and R ; inscriptions of the —dynasty, 268, 3 and 4; —jewels, 26,2 and 3;-—royal dress, 28,
3 ; —sihasana, 26, 2 ; statues of—royal personages, 26, 2, 3 and 4.

Psliavadi-Araiyar, m., 26, 9.
Pellavamalla or Pallavamalla-Paraméévara, Kidave prince, s.a, Nandivarman Pallavamalla, 28, 9, 10,

Panappadi, 4., 26, i1
Peiichapandavamelai, hill {in the North Arcot disvriet), inseription on the, 26, 8.
Piiicharatra-samhiti, 28, 5.

Pandys, dy.. 28, 9.
Paraméivara-Mabivariha-Vishnugrhs, s.6. Variha-Perumal; s, 26, 8.

Paraméévara or Paramédvaravarman I, Pallava k.,28, 4, 6n, 7and 8.
Paramaévaravarman I1. Pallava £, 28, 8, 9.
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Paramésévarapittaraiysr, s.6. Paraméévaravarman II, 26, 9.
peacock (?) parasol, 26, 9.
Periyapuranam, Tamsd work, 16, 9. )
pillars, lion-based octagonal, of the Pallava period, 26, 2.
pipal tree, form of Vishpu 28, 7; —intimately connected with Buddha’s enlightenment, 286, 5, 7 ;—
worshipped by the Hindus, 26, 5, 7. )
pota, pottadhiraja, etc., title of Pallava kings, 26, 3n. ; —connected with Tamil péttu (Skt. Pollave,
a sprout), 26, 3n. ’
Prithu, £., 26, 6.
Puranas, sge of the, 26, 6n.
Rajasimha-Narasitbhavarman I, Pallava £., 26, 2, 4, 8.
Rajendradeva, Chola £ 26,8.
Rama(Balarima), avatdra of Vishyu, 28, 5 ; —(Dadarathi Rama), avatire of Vishnu, 26, 5, 6 ; —
(Paradurima), avetara of Vishnu, 26, 5.
Rimanuja-mandapa, rock-cut cave at Mavalivaram, 26, 7.
Ranamalla, Kadave prince, 26, 9.
Rishabha or Rishabhanitha Tirthankara, an evatdre of Vishnu, 26, 5, 6.
Saiva, 26, 7.
Saluvankuppam, vi, (near Mavalivaram), 26, 4.
Samanya-Lakshmi, image, 26, 2.
Samgramamalla. Kadava prince, 26, 9.
Sahitas. 26, 5, 6, 7.
Samudraghasha, conck, 26, 9.
Sanatkwmara, sage, 26, 6.
Saﬁkm{lchﬁr_\'a, Advaita teacher, 28. 5, 7.
Sai)kara-Nﬁr&_\'ar_m, image, 28, 2 and n2, 5.
Satyadrava, Chalukya L., 26, 10.
. Senji (Gingee), vi. (in the South Arcot district), 26, 10n.
Silpa—éﬁstras, 26, 6,
Simhavishnu, Pallava k., 26, 3, 8, 9.
Simhavishnu s.e. Narastrahavishnu, 26, 3.
Simhhavishnu Narasimhavarman I, Pallava %., 26, 3, 4, 9.
Sirhhavishnu Narasimhavarman II, Pallava k., 26, 3.
Simhavipna-Pottra (Simhavishnu-Pota), s.a. Simhavishnu Narasimhavarman I, 26, 3.
Sirpur, vi. (in the Central Provinces), 26, 5.
Siva, god, 26, 2 and 2n, 7, 8.
8 (Lakshwi), goddess, 26, 7.
Srimalla, Kaduva prince, 26, 9.
Srfmtg,a, mark of Vishnu, 26, 6.
Sudaradana (discus), weapon of Vishnu, 26, 6.
sukhasana. pose of seated images ia Indian sculpture, 26, 2.
Sanvavada, 26, 5.
sura, 26, 5.
Tami. language, 26, 8.
Taudalam, ¢i. (in the South Arcot district), inseription trom, 26, 9,
Taranikenda-Pasar, m., 26, 9.
Telugu language, 26, 10.
Tirthaskara, &8, G.
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trbhangi, pose of standing images in Indian sculpture, 26, 2.
Trinayana or Trinsyana-Pallava, Telugu Pallava k., 28, 10.
Udayéndiram, vi. (in the North Arcot district), plates from, 26, 8.
Vaikuptha-Perumal, te. (at Coﬁjéeveram), p- 26, 9.

Vaishnava, 26, 5, 8.

Vamana (Dwarf), avatire of Vishnu, 26, 5, 6.

Varaha (Boar), evatira of Vishnu, 28, 5 and 5n, 6.
Varaha-Perumil, s.a. Variha or Adivariha-Perumal, smage, 28, 1, 7; —'e., 26, 3, 4, 6,7, 8.
Varaha-Purina, 26, 6.

Varihasvamin, s.e. Adivariha-Perumail, 26, In.

Visudéva (Xrishpa) cult, 26, 6. ‘
Vatapikonds, sur. of the Western Chalukya . Vikramaditya I, 26, 4.
Y&das, 28, 5, 7.

Veda-Vyasa, sage, 28, 6.

Vedic, 28, 5, 6, 7.

Velirpalaiyam, vi. (in the iorth Arcot district), plates from, 26, 3.
Velvikudi, »i. (in the Madura district), grant of, 26, 9.
Vichitrachitta, sur. of Mah&ndravarman I, 26, 4.

Vidélvidugu, the royal seal of the Pallavas, 26, 9.

Vijayaditya 11, Bana k., 26, 10.

Yikramiditya, Western Chalukya %., 28, 4.

Vikrama-86lan-Ula, Tam:l poem, 28, 10n.

Vishnu, god, 26, 2 and 2n,'5, 6 and 7 ; ~—image, 28, 2.
Vighnu-Purana, 26, 6.

Vishvakséna-Samhits, 26, 6.

Yatindramatadipikd, Vaishnava poem, 28, 6.

Yéogaévara-Vishnu, image, 26, 6.

“Yiipa inscriptions, of King Milavarman, 28, 3, 4 and 4n.
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