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Foreword

The present Pudukkottai District previously enjoyed the position of a Princely
State. It was the only Tamil princely state in British India. It survived as an
autonomous state subject to the paramuntcy of the British Crown till its merger in
Madras Presidency, after Independence, in 1948. This tiny native state had the
fortune of having able administrators and statesmen like Sir William Black Burner,
Sir A. Seshaiya Sastri and Sir Alexander Loftes Tottenham.

Sir A. Seshaiya Sastri appointed a Special Officer in 1889 to prepare a
catalogue of objects of historical and archaeological interest in Pudukkottai State.
This paved the way for the emergence of a Museum and the Department of
Archaeology in Pudukkottai. Around 1906, Thiru S.Radhakrishna Aiyar, Pudukkottai
State Manual Officer recommended for copying the Inscriptions scattered all over the
state of Pudukkottai. However only in 1910 a special establishment was made to carry
out this work. Thiru V.S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar and his successor Thiru N.P.
Swaminatha Aiyar worked for a decade under the guidance and help of the eminent
scholars like Sir T. Desikachariar and Diwan Bahadur L.D. Swamikannu Pillai.
Diwan Bahadur L.D.Swamikannu Pillai helped them in fixing the dates of the
inscriptions and arranged them in the list chronologically according to dynasties. The
Pudukkottai State inscription thus collected in the early two decades of last century
were published by the Pudukkottai State Darbar in 1929 in two volumes under the
titles of “Chronological ist of inscriptions of Pudukkottai State” and “Inscriptions
(Texts) of Pudukkottai State arranged according to Dynasties”.

These publications are vital sources for historians and scholars of South Indian
studies for their research work pertaining to medieval and colonial periods. After a
lapse of seven decades, the Government Museum, Chennai reprints this book as an
attempt to preserve our ancient wisdom due to a grant from the Government of

Tamilnadu.

AN
Chennai-600008 K
15-3-2002 AD. (Dr. R Kannan, PhD..TAS)



INTRODUCTION.

"N the yesr 1889, when the late Sir A. Seshiah Sastri was the Dewan Regent of the State,
1 the idea was first entertamed of making a catalogue of objects of historical and
archzological interest found scattered in such profusion over the State and of preserving
them. Thelate Mr. V. 8. Vaidyanatha Aiyar of Tirumayyam, who was subsequently appointed
s the Archmologist of the State, was appointed to that task. He started his labours by
yreparing e list of these objects. Thirteen years later, ie., in the yesr 1901, the Madras
dovernment wanted the Darbar to preserve all such objects in the State as had an
historical and archmological interest. The Darbar accordingly undertook their preservation.
Subsequently, in the year 1906, when the Darbar deputed the late Mr. S, Radhakrishna
Aiyar for writing up the State Manual it was felt that a study of the inscriptions and the,
archaeological remams in the State was esseniial for the preparasion of a satisfactory State
Manual and accordingly Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar who had been first selected in 1889 for
the preparation of the catalogue, was appointed as an assistant to Mr. 8. Radhakrishna “Aiyar
in the year 1907 for the purpose of reading and copying the several inscripfions found in the
State. FHe worked in this capacity for one year till April 1908 and copied some important
inscviptions. The richness of the materials contained in the inscriptions copied by
Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar induced the Darbar to think seriously of creating an Archzologica]
department, and the late Mr. T. A. Gopinatha Rao, .., Kipigraphist of the Travancore State
who tas consulted in the matter, submitted a memorandum setsing forth the advantages of
creating an Archaological department in the State and giving an idea of the probable annual
60st of the department to the State. The State Manual officer, the late Mr. S. Radhakriskna
Alyar, submitted the transcripts prepared by Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar to the late
3LR.Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Venkayya, w.a., of the Madras Epigraphical department. The latter
lso advocated the creation of an Archwological department for making inter alia a regular
sarvey of all items of archwmological interest. The Darbar accordingly created an
Archeological department ir 1910 and appointed Mr. V. S. Vaidyanatha Aiyar of Tirumayyam
at its head. Mr. Vaidyanatha Aiyar was made to work under the supervision of
Mr. 8. Radhakrishna Aiyar, special officer for the preparation of the State Manual, and was
first deputed to take up and complete the examination of all inscriptions in the State and
also to undertake some excavations. By the end of June 1912, the field work consisting in
the examination and taking fac-gimile impressions of all inscriptions in the State was completed.
The State Archezologist was thereafter engaged in deciphering and making copies of the
impressions taken and attending to the mounting of them. A year later, i.e., in August 1915
the Darbar wanted to know whether the work so far done was satisfactory and what more
rerzained to be done and consulted the late Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swamikkannu Pillai
Avl, c.us.  That gentleman, after examining and expressing appreciation of the work so
far done, suggested that all the 1,500 inscriptions that had been copied should be published
with English translations and notes according to dynasties and as far as possible in
clironological order. He was also pleased to promise such editorial help as lay in his power,
including sn introduction to the work and chronological and histerical comments on the
inscriptions, should the necessary permission of the Madras Government be applied for and
obtained by the Darbar. By the beginning of 1914 when™almost all the fac-similes of the
inscriptions had been copied in rmuning hand and when the Darbar were considering the
measures to be taken for translating, editing and publishing them, Dewan Bahadur Sir
T. Desikachariar Kt. of Trichinopoly, who had made a name for his knowledge of South
Tndian Epigraphy and Numismatics, very kindly offered to take up the work of editing ard

(blishing them, and at his suggestion a history graduate was also appointed: as clerk
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