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INTRODUCTION

' The Government of Madras took up for consideration the questior
of publication of the various manuscripts in different languages on
subjects like Philosophy, Medicine, Science, etc., early in May 1948,
Important Manuscripts Libraries in the Madras Presidency were
requested to send a list of unpublished manuscripts with them for
favour of being considered by the Government for publication. The
Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvathi
Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone complied with this request. This list
as well as a similar list of unpublished manuscripts in the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, were carefully examined and
a tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for publication was made.
The Government in their Memorandum No. 34913/48-10, Education,
dated 4th April 1949, constituted an Expert Committee with the
Curator . of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
as the Secretary, for the final selection of manuscripts suitable for
printing and for estimating the cost of publication, -

The following are the members of the Committee =

1 Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.a., B.L.
2 Sri R. P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L.
3 Sri . M. Ramachandra Chettiar, B.A., B.L.
‘4 Sri R. Krishnamoorthy (Kalks).
5 Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., PE.D,
6 Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, m.a.
7 Sri V. Prabhakara Sastris
~ 8 Sri N. Venkata Rao, M.A.
‘9 Sri H. Sesha Ayyangar.
10 Sri Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar.
11 Sri M. Mariappa Bhat, m.a., L.T.
12 Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., PH.D.
13 Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D. PHIL.
14 Dr. A, Sankaran, M.A., PE.D., L.T.
15 Sri Polakam Rama Sastri.
16 Sri S. K. Ramanatha Sastri.
17 Dr. M. Abdul Haq, M.A., D. PHIL. (Oxon.).
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18 Sri Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed, \
19 Sri P. D. Joshi.

20 Sri 8. Gopalan, B.A., B.L.

21 Sri T. Chandrasekharan, M.A., T.T.

With the exception of Sri Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar, a,nq
D. C. Kunhan Raja, the above members continued to be members of
the Expert Committee for 1950-51 also to which the following gentle-
men were added in Government Memo. No. 7297-E/50-3, Education,
dated 19th May 1950, and Government Memo. No. 15875-E/ 50-4,
Education, dated Tth September 1950 :—

1 Dr. A. Chidambaranatha Chettiar, M.A., PH.D.

2 Sri 8. Govindarajulu, B.A., B.L., LL.B., Bar.-at-Law.
3 Capt. G. Srinivasamoorthy, B.A., B.L., M.B. & ©.M.
4 Dr. Muhammad Hussain Nainar, M.A., PH.D.

5 Sri T. V. Subba Rao, B.A., B.L.

6 Principal, College of Indian Medicine, Madras.

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-Committees for
the various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayslam,
Mahrathi and Islamic Languages. They met during the month of May
1949, at Madras and at Tanjore to examine the manuseripts and make
a selection. The recommendations of the Committee were accepted
by the Government and they decided to call these publications as the
¢« MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAT SERIES,” and appointed
the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
the General Editor of the publications under this series.

as

The following manuseripts were taken up for publication during
1949-50 :—

«“A” FROM THE GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS
LIBRARY, MADRAS.

TAMIL.
1 Kappal Sattiram.
2 Anubhava Vaiddiya Murai.
3 Attanakélihalam.
4 Upadésa Kandam.
5 Colan Pirva Pattayam.
6 Sivajfiana Dipam,
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TELUGU.

1 Augadha Yogamulu.

2 Vaidya Nighantuvu.

3 Dhanurvidys Vilasamu.

4 Yoga Darsana Visayamu.,

5 Khadga Laksana Sir6mani.

SANSKRIT.

1 Visanarayaniyam (Tantrasarasangraha),
2 Bhiargava Nadika.

3 Hariharacaturangam.

4 Brahmasiitravrtti—Mitaksara.

5 Nyayasiddhanta Tattvamrtam.

MALAYALAM.

1 Garbha Cikitsa.
2 (@) Vastulaksanam.
(b) Silpavisayam.
3 Mahasaram.
4 Kanakkusiram.
5 Kriyakramam.
6 Kanakkusiram (Balaprabsdham).

KANNADA.

1 Lokopakaram.

2 Rattamatam.

3 Agvagastram. )

4 Vividha Vaidya Visayagalu.
5 Sangitaratnakara.

6 Stpasastra.

ISLAMIC LANGUAGES.

1 Jamil-Al-Ashys.

2 Tibb-E-Faridi.

3 Tahgiq-Al-Buhran.
- 4 Safinat-Al-Naajt.
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«“B” FROM THE TANJORE MAHARAJA SERFOJI’S
SARASVATHI MAHAL LIBRARY, TANJORE.

- TAMIL.
1 Sarabhendra Vaidya Murai (Diabetes).
2 Do. (Eyes).
3 Do. (Anaemia).

4 Do. (Svasakasam).
5 Agastiyar 2000. £ o
6 Konkanar§arakku Vanppu
7 Tiruceirrambalakkovaiyar with Padavura,l
8 Talasamudram. ;
9 Bharatanatyam.
10 (@) Pandikeli Vilasa Natakam
(b) Purtirava Cakravarti Natakam. =
(¢) Madana Sundara Vilasa Natakam.
11 Percy Macqueen’s Collectlon ~of Folklore
University Library. :
12 Ramaiyan Ammanai.

TELUGU.

1 Kamandakanitisdramu.

2 Taladasapranapradipiks.

3 Raghunitha Nayakabhyudayamu.

4 Rajagopala Vilasamu.

5 Ramayanamu by Katta Varadaraju.

MAHRATHI.

1 Natyasastra Sangraha.

2 (a) Book of Knowledge.
(b) Folk Songs.
(¢) Dora Darun Veni Paddhati.
(d) Aévasa Catula Dumani.

3 (a) Pratapasimhendra Vijaya Prabandha
(b) Sarabhendra Tirthavali.
(¢) Lavani.

4 Devendra Kuravaifiji.

5 Bhakta Vilasa.

6 Sloka Baddha Ramayana.

in the

Madras
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SANSKRIT.

1 Aévagastra with Tricolour illustrations.
2 Rajamrganka.
" 3 Anandakandam,
4 Ayurvedamahodadhi.
5 Gita Govinda Abhinaya.
6 (@) Colacampil.
(b) Sahendra Vilasa.
7 Dharmakiitam—Sundara Kanda.
8 Jatakasara.
9 Visnutattvanirnaya Vyakhya.
10 Sangita Darpana.
11 Bijapallava.

During 1950, only the Sub-committee for TAMIL, TELUGU and

KANNADA met in the month of July 1950 at Madras.

The following books were taken up for publication in the various

languages during 1950-51 :—

TAMIL.

1 Datcanayanar—Vaiddiya—Attavanai.
2 Vaiddiyak Kalaficiyam.
3 Anubhava Vaiddiya Murai, Vol. 3.

TELUGU.
1 Saivacarasangrahamu.
2 Anubhava Vaidyam.
3 Abhinayadarpanamu.
SANSKRIT. *

1 Arogyacintamani. ,
2 Tattvasira with Ratnasarini.
8 Sitrarthamrta Lahari.
4 (a) Ratnadipika.
(b) Ratnasastra.

MALAYALAM,

- 1 A§vacikitsa.
2 Phalagarasamuccaya.
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KANNADA.

1 Vaidya Séra Sangraha.
During 1951-52, only the Sub-committees for TAMIL, TELUGU
and MALAYALAM met in the month of April 1951. The following
books were taken up for publication in the various languages :—

TAMIL.
1 Saptariginadi.
2 Karnitakarajakkal Savistara Caritram.
5 Bharata Siddhantam,
4 Pillaippinivakatam.
5 Anubhava Vaiddiyam, Vol. 4.
6 Mattuvakatam.

TELUGU.

1 Brahmavidya Sudharnavamu.
2 Ragatalacintdmani.

3 Vaidyacintdmani.

4 Kumararamuni Kathi,

5 Katamaraju Katha.

SANSKRIT.

1 Devakeralam—Candrakala Nadi.
2 Patafijala Yogasiitra Bhagya Vivarana by Sri Sanka.ra.ca.rya.

MALAYALAM.

1 Kilivandusarhvadam.

2 Advaita Védantam.

3 Barhaspatyasiitra with Malayalam commentary.
4 Karanapaddhati.

KANNADA.
1 Sadgururahasyam.

ARABIC,
1 Shawakil-Ul-Hur,



INTRODUCTION vil

fn Government Memorandum No. 18947-E/52-2, Education,
dated Tth August 1952, a few changes were made in the personnel of
the Expert Committee.

The names of the following members were deleted :—

1 Sri V. Prabhakara Sastri.
2 Sri C. Achyuta Menon.
3 Sri M. Abdul Hagq.
The following gentlemen were included as members of the Expert
Committee :—
1 Sri. M. Somasekhara Sarma.
2 Dr. V. Raghavan, M.A., PH.D.
3 Dr. R. Nagaraja Sarma, M.A., PH.D.
4 Dr. S. Krishnan Nayar, M.A., PH.D.
5 Prof. S. A. Bukhari, M.A.

The Sub-Committee for all the languages met during September
1952 for selecting manuseripts for publication.

The following manuscripts were taken up for publication during
1952-53 :—

TAMIL.

1 Saptariginadi, Vol. II-VIRUSABHA LAGNA.
2 Temple Inscriptions of South India, Vol. I.

TELUGU.
1 Sariramu.
KANNADA.

1 Bijjalaraya Carite.
2 Vaidyasara Sangraha, Vol. IT.

MALAYALAM.

1 Vidyamadhaviyam.
2 Sarvasadharana Cikitsd.
3 Viga Cikitsd and Vigsappattusiram,

SANSKRIT.
1 Nyayaratnam with the commentary Dyutimalika.
2 Cikitsatilakam.
3 Nrttaratnavali.
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The Government in their G.0. Ms. No. 1820, Education, dated’ 4th
August 1952, sanctioned a grant of Rs. 9,000 to the Dr. V. Swaminatha
Aiyar’s Tamil Library, Adyar, towards the publication of the following
manuscripts as part of the “Madras Government Qriental Series ” :—

1 Tiruvacaka Vyakhyanam.
2 Mahabharata Cidamani.

The following books were taken up for publication during
1953-54 :—
TAMIL.

1 Saptarisinadi, Vol. III, Mithuna Lagna.
2 Temple Inscriptions of South India, Vol. II.

i TELUGU.

1 Bharatasarasangraha.

KANNADA.
1 Manmathavijaya.

MALAYALAM.

1 Jiidnapiytisam. - -

SANSKRIT.
1 Daivajiidbharana.

PERSIAN,
| Baharisthan Sukhan.
Out of the seven books taken up for publication five books excepting
one in Telugu and one in Persian were printed during the year.
The following books were - taken up for publication during
1954-55 :— - b

TAMIL. -
1 Pillaipinivikaam (on infantile disease), Vol. IL.
2 Saptarisinadi, Vol. IV, Kataka , Lagna.
3 Péurur Korvai. '
4 Siddhantavilakkam.

5 Samudrikalaksanam.
6 Anandaranga Kovai,
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KANNADA.

1 Abhidhinaratnamala.
2 Vyavahéiraganita.

MALAYALAM.

1 Vétalapaficavims’ati.
2 Yuddhistiravijayam.

SANSKRIT.

1 Abhoga.
2 Aumépatam.
3 Mahabhaskariyam.
PERSIAN.

1 Nuskha-e-Shajahani.

On account of the separation of the Andhra State, the printing of
the Telugn manuscripts could be undertaken only in consultation with
that State. But as the concurrence of that State has not been received
go far, no work in Telugu has been taken up for publication although
three works, namely, Bobbiliyuddhakatha, Haider Caritramu and Arya-
bhatiya Siddhanta Vyakhyd were selected for publication during
1954-55.

It is hoped that the publication of most of the importans
manuseripts will be completed within the next few years.

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are represented
by single copies in the Library and consequently the mistakes that are
found in them could net be corrected by comparing them with other
copies, The editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct
readings. The wrong readings are given in round brackets and correct
readings have been suggested in square brackets. When different
readings are found, they have been given in the foot-notes except in the
case of a few books in which the correct readings have been given in
the foot-note or incorporated in the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for financing the
entire scheme of publication although there is a drive for economy in
all the departments. My thanks are due to the members of the Expert
Committee who spared mo pains in selecting the manuscripts for
publication. I have also to thank the various editors, who are experté
in their own field, for readily consenting to edit the manuscripts and
see them through the press. The various Presses that have co-operated
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in printing the manuscripts in the best manner possible also deserve

my thanks for the patience exhibited by them in carrying out the
corrections made in the proofs.

The present edition of the STDDHANTA VILAKKAM is based upon
a single palm-leaf manuscript described under R. No. 143 (c)
10-3/8 X 1-1/8 inches; lines 6 in a page. The condition of the work
is good. This was presented to the library 1914—15 by Kadir
Baig Sahib, Triplicane, Madras. This is a treatise on the Saiva
Siddhanta explaining fully the meaning and the distinguishing
characteristics of pasu, pati and pasa.

MADRAS, T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
17th August 1954, . General Editor,
Madras Government Oriental Series.
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PREFACE

This book entitled ¢Siddhanta Vilakkam,” is primarily an
introductory, reader on the three basic principles of the Saiva
Siddhanta philosophy, viz., Pati, Pagu and Pasam. Written in simple
prose, the author, whose name and date is unknown, has attempted to
elucidate the fundamentals of this system of philosophy so as to be
read and understood by a common man.

A simple and concise statement of the nature of Pasu, Pati and
Pasam has been given in Sivaprakadam. These passages are of great
value in understanding the essential data of the Saiva Siddhanta
Philosophy. They have been rendered in English by a translator as
follows :(—

PASU :—¢ The seers of truth say that souls are countless, eternal
and sunk in spiritual darkness. By the grace of God, they take up
bodies suited to work out their twofold (Good and evil) karmic tend-
encies, and are born as higher and lower beings. In the course of
experiencing the endless fruits of their karma, they commit acts of
merit and sin, and have births and deaths. When the season arrives
for the dissolution of the dark bond affecting the soul, the light of
grace dawns on the inmost soul and darkness is dispelled. Then the
good free souls reach the feet of Providence.”

PATI :—¢ It is the subject of all the védas and the Agamas dealing
with multifold sciences to expound the concepts of God, bound souls
and bonds (Pati, Pasu and Pasam). Of these God head is the highest.
It is beyond the material distinction of form and no form ; It has no
finite quality or mark; It is one and eternal. Itis the energiser of
the intelligence of countless souls. It is changeless and infinite; Its
form is bliss. It is above the reach of the perverted ; but It is the final
goal of the right minded ; It manifests itself in the smallest of the
small and is the biggest of the big ; Itis the self-effulgent : It isnamed
Sivam by men of clear vision.”

~ PASAM :—Bonds. ¢ The original Bond of darkness (Anavam) is
one eternal entity with countless powers which lose their efficacy at the
end of their respective time-limits. Compared with the stupefying
force of this bond, external darkness may be said to be light. It is
like the green rust on copper and fully hides the knowing faculty of the
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soul. The screening power of God which operates behind this bond to
loosen and finally dissolve, it is also formally styled one kind of bond.
When the original bond is dissolved, this divine power shines forth in
great grace and quickens the progress of the freed soul towards the feet
of the Supreme Being, whose will, love, and power are symbolised by
the Serpent, the Moon, and the Ganga on His Braids.”’

¢ Experts well versed in rare Agamic sciences say that by the loving
will of the Supreme Sivam beyond thought, the real nadam (the root of
sound) is evolved from pure Maya ; and from nidam the real bindu
emanates. From it the brightening real Sadasivam takes its rise and
gives birth to ¢ISsvaram,” from which is developed Suddhaviddai-
All these five reals are respectively ruled by five agents of divine
power who stay in and take their names from them. Bindu stated to
be already evolved from Nadam first unfailingly gives rise to the world
which' develops into form beginning with the subtlest.”’

«¢ The Impure May4 is a formless, motionless, unintelligent, eternal
entity from which are evolved reals of diverse qualities and functions,
and from combinations of which spring up the four categories (Tanu-
Karana-Bhuvana-Bhogam) beginning with the bodies. It permeates all
its developments and causes perversion to carmic souls. During final
dissolution for all tatwas, it is the basic resort of all sonls and itself
a bond of the souls. All these processes in it are due to the energising
of it by the gracious might of the Supreme Being.”’

As Dr. G.U. Pope said ¢ The Saiva Siddhanta system is the '
choicest product of the Dravidian intellect.”” It is a system of living
philosophy found peculiarly located in the south of our subcontinent,
influencing the daily-life, literature, culture and civilisation of the
Tamilians. It is an ancient heritage of the Tamilians éxtant from
times immemorial. In Tolkdppiyam, the oldest of the extant Tamil
compositions, we find numerous terms having Saiva Siddhtanta ideas
being used.

Not only in Tolkappiyam and Tirukkursl, but also in every other
masterpiece of Sangam Literature, are found the cardinal tenets of
Saiva Siddhinta system. y,

The work in which this philosophy finds rich and beautiful expres.
sion, in the third century, i.e., after the Saﬁgam age, is Thiruvacakam
of Saint Manikkavacakar, which is a collection of poems of unsurpassed
spiritual experience and grandeur,
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Kalladam, a work of the sixth century is replete with Saiva
Siddhantic ideas. For the first time in Tamil literature, the expression
¢« Saiva Siddhantam,’” came to be used in Tirumilar’s ¢ Tirumantram,’
a work of three thousand stanzas dealing with the theoretical and
practical aspects of Saiva religion and philosophy, in which is found the
treatment of Pati, Pagu and Padam in the old method. Perhaps the
earliest treatise, treating the siddhanta concepts in the modern scientifi
manner is Gfianamirtam.

Saint Tirujfiana Sambandar and Appar, in the seventh century and
Saint Sundarar following them in the early ninth century sung
devotional poems based upon the realisation of truth according to the
tenets of the Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy. Till the twelfth century
Vaishnavaite saints and authors of great medieval epies enriched
Tamil literature with spiritual and religious poems having an under-
current of Siddhanta sentiments.

The beginning of the thirteenth century was a landmark in the
field of philosophy. The great Saint Meykandar, thro’ his book
Sivajfiana Bodham, inagurated the great siddhanta philosophical
movement. This work, though very brief, contains in a nutshell a
systematic exprossion of the system for the first time and as such, it
may be said to commence the siddhinta movement for modern times. It
consists of twelve sutras combined with logical propositions in prose
and eighty one verses in venba metre. Saint Meykandar taught his
philosophy to fortynine disciples of his who and whose descendents
propagated and popularised the system. In the thirteenth and four-
teenth centuries there arose fourteen philosophical works, known as the
standard Saiva Siddhanta Sastras. They are as follows :—Tiruvundiyar,
Tirukkalirruppadiyar, Siva,jﬁé,l‘la Botham, Sivajfidna Siddhiyar, Irupa
Irupatu, Unmai Vilakkam, Sivaprakasam, Tiruvarutpayan, Vina-
-venbd, Porripahrodai, Kodikkavi, Neficuvidutiitu, Unmaineri
Vilakkam, and Sankarparindharanam, )

Earlier to Sivajfiara Bodham of Meykandar were two other books
Tiruvuntiyar and Tirukkalirruppadiyar. Tiruvuntiyar is a short and
cryptic work of Tiruviyalir Vyyavandadéva Nayanar written in
1147 A.D. It is composed in a very atiractive metre, which children
employ while singing to the butterfly and contains several philosophical
maxims in mystic language. It contains forty-five triplets dealing with
the side of spiritual experience resulting from the pursuit of siddhinta
tenets. The style reminds one of the prince of mystics saint Tirumiilar.
The next work, Tirukkalirruppadiyar is the work of Tirukkadaviir
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Uyyavandadéva Nayanir, written in 1177 A.D. It follows Tiruvuntiyar
faithfully, and explains in a fuller measure, the aphorisms of the earlier
work. These two works are in a way, the precursors of Saint
Meykandar’s classical and immortal work Sivajiiana Bodham.

Of the fourteen Sastras, Sivajfiina Bétham, Sivajiiana Siddhiyar
and Sivaprakiam are the three, mostly studied and referred to by
other authors. They form a class by themselves and are respectively
called the primary, the secondary and the derivative and it is for these
three works that we find several commentaries. Of all the commen-
taries on Sivajiiina Botham, the best is the Basyam of Sivajfiana
Swamigal. The text begins with an invocatory verse to the self-
luminous Ganapati from whom the poet and philosopher drew his
inspiration. It also hints at the descent of truth from God Siva as guru
from Mount Kailas. The prefatory stanza strikes a note of majesty
in respecting the Great who have known themselves and God, and in
rejecting the imperfect creed of others. The twelve siitras are divided
into four parts. The first part deals with the existence of God, Soul,
and Bonds ; the second part with their nature and attributes, so that
the first six sutrams cover the field of intellectual investigation. The
third part deals with the method of pursuing the truth and the fourth
with the realisation of the same, so that the last six sutrams pertain
to the domain of spiritual experience.

There are more than six classical commentaries on Sivajfiana
Siddhiyar, the biggest and best among them being entitled ¢ Gfiana-
bharana Vilakkam’ by Saint Velliambala Tambiran which still
remains unpublished. Sivajiidna Siddhiyar comprises of two parts,
parapaksam and supaksam, the former enunciating and criticising the
doctrine of tw‘elve alien systems and the latter treating in detail the
principles of Saiva Siddhanta. It follows the method of Sivajfidna
Bodham in expounding Siddhanta truths. '

Umipati Sivacdrya’s Sivaprikasam clearly summarises the
substance of Saiva Siddhantha philosophy in one hundred stanzas.
The work briefly defines Pati, Pasu and Pasam in its first part which
covers the first fifty stanzas and in the second part of it are expounded
the special nature of the soul and God, the methods of approaching
the Almighty and realising His bliss and the characlteristics of the
great men who have rea,l‘ised the truth. The best commentary on the
Sivaprakasam is that of Sivaprakasa Swamigal of Madurai, v
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The subject-matter of this system of philosophy falls into two
parts, one consisting of investigation of truth and the other of
spiritual experience. Let us now deal with the first part, viz., the
investigation of truth.

From very ancient times, man has studied the environments
around him, postulated the existence of God, listed His actions and
attributes, discussed the relationship of the Universe unto himself, and
prayed to God to bless him with eternal happiness. The siddhantic
view is that the world is real which has since been indicated with the first
sutram of Sivajnana Bédham, by the words He, She and It. Further,
a discussion about the maker of the world would seem futile and bad
unless the world is real. So, it should be first understood that the
world is real..

The world consists of intelligent and unintelligent beings. The
former has been divided into male and female. Every unintelligent
thing in the world is moved by an intelligent being. Quite logically
we should conclude that this unintelligent world undergoing several
processes should be moved by a supreme intelligence. The distinction
between the intelligent and unintelligent lies in that, that the latter
should be acted upon to cause a movement while the former can move
and stop according to its purpose.

The fact that the world is controlled by a unique power and
supreme intelligence can be easily inferred from the following fact :
Everything in the world undergoes the process of birth, development
and decay. If inanimate nature rules the world there will be only one
process, Further all things in the world are governed by a moral and
physical order over which individual souls have no control and which
presupposes the supremacy of a supreme intelligence.

The universe never becomes nothing. It is a cordinal principle of
Raiva Siddhinta that nothing comes out of nothing and something
does not become nothing and also that something cannot arise out of
nothing.

All men are not alike, so are their thoughts and conclusions. We
therefore find considerable divergence of opinion on several of these
fundamental matters discussed above. The fourteen sistras divide the
universe into three etermal categories Pati, Pasu and Pifa. They
coexist for all times. As already explained at the outset, Pati or God
has two aspects, the transcendental and the immanent. He has eight
attributes namely, self control, purity, intuition, omniscience, freedom
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grace, omnipotence and happiness. All these arc perfect and absolute
in Him. He is the Supreme Lord of the Universe and the Supreme
Regular of the destinies of the soul. He is the Supreme Director of the
Pafichakrityas on the five great cosmic actions (crcative evolution,
Protection, Transformative Extinction, Involution and Blissful Absor-
ption). In all these actions He is indissolubly united to Sakti. He
is the Efficient cause, His Sakti is the instrumental cause, and Maya
the material cause. This theory of causation is based on Sat-karya-
vada and differs from other theories like the Maya-vada and the
Ekatmavada.

The soul is as perennial as God Himself. According to the
Siddhantic view, souls are as eternal as God and they are not created
»ut of nothing by God. Certainly, they are not parts of God, for they
do not possess qualities of God and are not above the cycle of births
and deaths. The soul, being an intelligent entity, bas not a material
form inseparable from it. It is neither an atom nor a force filling the
body. It identifies itself with anything that comes in contact with it
and uses it as an instrument. The soul’s intelligence is progressively
developing with the aid of the senses, mind and the organs of activity,
The soul has five stages of consciousness called the Jagrata, the
Svapna, th> Susupti, the Turiya and the Turiya-tita. In these stages,
it is related to the ninety-six, tatwas in various groups. The soul is
called Pasu, as already explained because it is in immemorial bondage.
Deliverance from this bondage is its salvation called Mukti. The
bondage is the working of Pasa which is subdivided into Anava, Karma
and Maya. These are the three malas or impurities or bonds of the
soul which should be got rid of, if the soul should rise to.the level
of God.

Anavamala is the root cause of the soul’s misery and is also called
the milamala. It may, in a way be likened to the instinct of self.
assertion found in the human and other species.of creation. The anava
in the form of egoism and egoistic tendencies is the essential factor for
the worldly experience. Hence, Anavamala is called mulamala, for it
is at the root of all miseries as said earlier.

Maya is the great cosmic illusion and Karma is the chain of action
and reaction. Maya and Karma are only indirectly repsonsible for the
self’s bondage in the world. While Anava is the inherent one to the
self, as the husk to the rice, Maya and Karma are associated with the
conscious sell by the Supreme self, so that it may get free from the



PREFACE ExXi

clutches of Anava and gain its full pristine spiritual stature. The
influence of Maya and Karma on Anava is a softoning one, and so the
power of the Anava gets weakened gradually. Hence, Maya and
Karma are called Agantukamalas.

Though all the three are bonds or bandhas, they differ among
themselves in this\way that Anava is Pratibandha (the Inimical Bond),
Maya is Sambandha (the Allied Bond) and Karma is Anubandha (the
Appendix Bond). When these Bonds fall off, the soul passes through
three definite stages, viz., Iruvinai oppu or Samatwa Buddhi, Malapari-
paka and Saktinipatha, and becomes a Jivanmukta. When the body
falls off, the Jivanmukta attains Sayujya.

There are four grades and processes of initiation leading to different
steps on the spiritual ladder. The processes are known as Sariyai,
Kriyai, Yogam and Giiznam. The four grades of initiation are Samaya
Diksai, Visésa Diksai, Nirvana Diksai and Acirya-Abhigskam. Of the
last mentioned four, Acirya-Abhisékam refers to the investing in the
advanced goul with power to initiate others.

In the bound stage, the soul worships God indirectly through
symbols and ir: the freed stage, the soul perceives directly the almighty
The worship of the all-pervading, eternal, intelligent, blissful, supreme
being through external forms is called Sariyai to which the initiation
called Samaya Diksai befits a person.  The worship of the cosmic form
of the eternal Ruler of the universe externally and internally is called
Kriyai. The internal worship of Him as formless is called Yogam. For
Kriyai and Yogam the requisite initiation is called Visésha Diksa. The
direct perception of the infinite in the light of the Infinite Wisdom
vouchsafed by God through Jiiana Gurus is called Jiidnam and the
initiation leading to it is called Nirvana Diksai.

Each of these processes of ¢ Sariyai, Kriyai, Yogam and Gfiinam
has four subdivisions bearing the very names. These sixtesn grades are
discussed in detail and the benefits which the soul derives from them
are clearly defined in the fourteen sastras. The company of salved
souls, the wills desires and actions of such souls, and the way in which
God bestows His grace on them are all clearly set out in them.

The concentration of God’s grace through an &cirya or a spiritual
preceptor, whose infallible guide is an indispensable necessity for one’s
initiation and upadéfa, awakens the perception of Infinite Wisdom in
the mind of the disciple who will thereby attain the capacity to
look at the soul, the world and God in the true perspective, Such a
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soul, will realise the fleeting character and futility of the world and its
own dependence upon God and the infinite power and grace of the
Providence, and will take refuge under the feet of the Almighty from
the "evils of the world. The feet of God represent the overruling
wisdom and activity of His to which the soul submits its knowledge
and action. Such submission is spoken of as taking shelter under the
feet of God. In the state of such submission the soul remains safe and
happy. In order that the soul may be steady in that attitude, the
contemplation of the meaning of Paficiksaram or five letters is
essential,

In that five lettered mantram ¢ Sivéyanama,,’ the letter ¢ Si’ is the
symbol for Sivam (God);  Va’ stands for His Grace that leads the fit
soul to God; ¢ Ya '’ stands for the soul; ‘Na’ represents the screening
power of God that helps the soul to move in the world, and *Ma * repre-
sents the bond that entangles the soul in the turmoil of the world. If the
soul turns towards “Na” and ¢« Ma ’’ it will fall a victim 6 the evils
of life. If it associates with ““* Va” it will rise towards God. Hence
the mantram constantly reminds the soul of the need for giving up the
world and adhering to God’s grace and moving Godward, when the
thoughts of the world tempt the soul away from its attitude of wisdom.
Standing in the light of wisdom is ¢ Kettal ’ and contemplating the
meaning of Panchaksharam is ¢Cindittal.” Giving one self up wholly
to the control of divine grace by remaining in Adwaitic contact with
God and having nothing to know or do save under the guidance of
God’s grace is called ¢ Telital * or in other words Jfidna Yogam. To go
higher from that step by cultivating eternal love for Providence and
becoming immersed in divine bliss is called ¢ Nittai Kiidal . Whoever
reaches that stage in this life, remaing unassailed by any troubles of the
world and is called Jivan Mukta: It is that stage  of which Saint
Appar spoke when he said, ‘ Happiness and no sorrow for all
times.”

Such, then, in simple, is the concept of the great living philosophy
of Saiva Siddhéntha. Perhaps the preface has gone a bit too long. But
for one who would like to inquire deeply into the truth and depth of
this ancient and noble philosophy, this little preface in English I hope,
would serve as a guide. It is indeed very kind of the Government of
Madras, to give incentive to the publication of books on these lines.
In these hectic times of cold wars and restless international politics, the
infusion of a religious feeling and philosophic outlook on the citizens of
tho world will be a timely measure of conversion, In this connection,



PREFACE sxiit
the Madras Government ought to be congratulated for the very noble
and worthy task that they have taken in coming forward to publish
this book on ¢ Siddhanta Vilakkam . I take this opportunity to thank,
the Government of Madras for being kind enough to assign me the task
of editing this book, and the Curator of the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library who is also the General Editor of the publication,
Mr. T. Chandrasekaran for his kind and invaluable assistance.

OM SANTI! SANTI!! SANTI !!!

V. KUNCHITAPADAM.
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