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PREFACE

L.fe is mirrored in Literature; and the accumulated
Tobust, native wisdom of the Tamils crystallizes itself into pro-
fessed proverbs in the hands of the ancient poets. Again they

filter down to the masses and become current among them. One
~ must remember that the poetic tradition is not divorced from
life ; but, on the other hand, it is built onit. In fact what is
born of the people is enriched, vitalized and coloured by the
tich Imagination of the Poets. '

Later on these proverbs which are the distilled wisdom
of the people are handled by the succeeding poets who skil-
fully weave them into the texture of their poems. Some apt
striking situations from the classics — situations which are
illustrative of the proverbs — are also enshrined in them-
‘These poems are couched in Kuru - viruttam. Palamoli Nanuru
by Munrurai Arayanar and Tandalaiyar Satakam by Padikka-
suppulavar are cast in the same mould. To such a body of
literature belongs this composition of Jayankondar - valakkam.
‘The author of this work belongs to Niyama Nagaram alias the
Kilaccevarpatti  Ilaiyarrangudi Elunagaram in Sivazanga
Jamin. He is the son of Alagappa Chettiyar; and he is
called Muthappa Chettiyar. From stray verses written in warm
praise of him, we cannot but infer that he is a learned poet
deeply read in the classics: we gather that this work is the
off-spring of a request made to him by Subramania Pandaram,
son of Vira Pandaram. Among his works, Tirumuga - vilasam,
Divya - desa - yattiraic-cariram etc. may be mentioned.

Perhaps this work Jayankondar - valakkam saw the light a
hundred years ago. There is a commentary on- it but it is
written in coloquial Tamil. We have not tinkered at it lest we
should lose the original flavour of the language then spoken.
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However, we have steered clear of certain errors which have
crept into the composition.

Besides, the stories introduced from the Puranas are slightly
altered in this composition. For instance there is an incident
of Muruga of being cursed into a fish for overhearing the
conversation between Parvati and Paramesvara. Such an
incident does not figure in the Tiruvilaiyadal puranam, where
it is Nandi that has been cursed into a fish.

There is a printed text belonging to the Paganeri
publications,but our manuscript has different readings in several
places : The special and attractive feature of our publication
is the lucid interpretation of the stanzas by an anonymous
author- ’

This printed work is based on a paper manuscript of this
.hbrary bearing D. No. 586. It was transcribed from a
manuscript of Sri Ramakrishna Ayyar, Teacher, District Board
High school, Thirupparankunram in the Madura district.

My thanks ~ are due to Messers M. Pasupathi,
V. S. Krishnan and E. B. Venugopal — Pandits of this library,
who prepared the Press copy -and carefully corrected the
proofs.

MADRAS. } ) T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
1-11-1955 Curator

Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library,
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