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ANANDARANGAN KOVAI

Anandaranga Pillai was a famous Dubash in Pondicherry during
the time of the French Governor Dupleix. By virtue of his industry,
honesty and efficiency in French and Indian languages he rose to a very
high position and was regarded with great esteem by the French. He
was a great Philanthropist and has recorded the chief incidents of his
life in 12 volumes of what is now described as Anandaranga Pillai
Diary, the original of which is deposited in the Madras Record Office.
An interesting work in Sanskrit known as Anandaranga Campu has also
been edited by Dr. V. Raghavan, M.a., PH.D., Head of the Sanskrit
Department, University of Madras. The present edition also describes
some leading incidents in the life of Anandaranga Pillai, who lived in
Pondicherry. It belongs to the form of literature known as Kovai
which usually consists of 400 verses. The press copy was originally
prepared by the late Pandit N. Balarama Iyer and is now edited by
his son Sri N. Subrahmania Iyer with notes and introduction.

This edition is based on a single paper manuscript bearing R. No.
4416—13% x 10 inches consisting of 183 pages.



PREFACE

¢ Ananda Rangan Kovai’ is a Tamil poem eulogising the famous
Dubash Anandaranga Pillai (1709-1761). < Kovai’ is a form of
poetic literature in Tamil, which has for its subject matter a
conventional love theme. Hven the f{ramework of the poem is
subject to rigorous control by grammatical rules; but depending
on the genius of individual authors, a real literary distinction does
belong to each Kovai. Si. Manikkavachakar’s ¢ Thiruchirrambala
Kovayar ° is considered to be the Kovai par excellence; while
¢ Ambikapathi Kovai’, gencrally ascribed to Ambikapathi, son
of the great Kamban, has special characteristics not wusually found
in other Kovais; while <Thanjaivanan Kovai’ by Poyyamoli
Pulavar is the most popular with the junior students of Tamil literature
as it closely follows the ¢ Ahapporul * grammar.

' ¢ Ananda Rangan Kovai’ consists of 400 stanzas all composed
in the inevitable < Kattalai Kalifthurai’® metre. The style is fluent
and the diction dignified ; the handling of the theme and the choice
and classical expression occurring in many places in this work are a
proof of the author ’s full acquaintance with ancient Tamil literature
and a gifted poetic talent of a high order.

Dubash Ananda Rangs Pillai was a native of Perambur and the
son of Thiruvenkatam Pillai who migrated to Pondicherry where he
plied a busy import-export trade, and acted as dubash ‘(Doba,shi:
one knowing two languages) to the officials of the French East India
Company. Thiruvenkatam Pillai died in 1726 and Ananda Rangan
commenced his career as a small merchant. He was a very clever
man and his business very soon prospered and expanded. He held
the position of chief commercial agent to the French in India during
the greater part of the regimes of Governor Lenoir (1720-1735) and
Governor Dumas (1735-1742). But with the advent of Dupleix as.
Governor of Pondicherry, he rose greatly in wealth, influence and
importance. His position as commercial agent, dubash and adviser
to Dupleix, who gave him the fullest confidence and held him in high
esteem, elevated Anandaranga Pillai to an enviable position among
the powers of the Carnatic. His commercial prosperity was, however,
more uniform and unerring than his political sagacity.
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The affairs of the Carnatic, as is wellknown, were then in a confused
state, with a few cases of disputed succession arresting the attention
of all the political powers in the Deccan and South India. Dupleix who
dreamt of a French Empire in India made capital use of the confused
political condition and it is beyond doubt that Anandaranga  Pillai
contributed in no small measure to the great success which the
French Governor met with. Anandaranga Pillai held Madam Dupleix
in great contempt and attributed the political misfortunes of the
French in India to the ¢evil counsels’ of that lady whom he frankly
designated as the ° black beast ’.

Anandaranga Pillai’s fame and fortune rose with those of his
patron and master, Dupleix; with the fall of Dupleix, Pillai’s fortunes
also fell ; but after a short period of revived good fortune in 1758
when Count De Lally came to French India, Pillai’s fortunes once
again sank. On the 12th January 1761, exactly four days before
Pondicherry was captured by the English under Colonel Coote, Ananda
Ranga Pillai died.

Ananda Ranga Pillai’s services to French India were sincere
and considerable. The Nizam of Hyderabad conferred on him the title
of ¢ Vizier ° and ¢ Kumara Banangal. ° He was a great patron of
literature and fine arts; he loved music and dancing and amply
rewarded the artistes. His patronage of poets led to the composition
of a Telugu panegyric ‘ Ananda Ranga Chanthas’ and a Sanskrit
poem ¢ Ananda Ranga Champu’, and this Tamil classic ¢ Ananda
Rangan Kovai ’ by Thyagaraja Desikar.

The author of this poem states that he was rewarded by Ananda
Ranga Pillai with ear-rings studded with gems, a heautiful necklace with
pendant, valuable shawls and enough lands and money to enable him
to live happily thereafter in his native town of Tiruvarur. The poem
itself, it is said, took sixteen years to complete. It was commenced
on the 16th August 1739 (Thursday) and was presented to the public
on the 15th August 1755 (Friday). The poem mentions Thiruvenkatam
Pillai as Ranga Pillai’s father, mentions his caste as the Yadava caste
(i.e. the shepherd caste), and gives an account, of course exaggerated,
of his conquests (?). Pillai, no doubt, understood military problems and
helped Dupleix organise the defences of Pondicherry ; but to sayas the
poet says, that he conquered Gingi, Vijayapuri, Delhi (Stanza 8), Bengal,
Kalinga and the Telugu districts (Stanza 46) is, to say the least, poetic
licence. The poem in almost every stanza speaks of Ranga Pillai as a
native of Perambur, It is easy to see that he was not merely
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interested in encouraging and rewarding the poets but took an active
interest in acquainting himself with the various arts. Among the poets
patronised by him Namasivaya Pulavar, Madhurakavirayar, Ramakavi-
rayar, Padikkasu Pulaver, Srinivasa Kavi and Thyagaraya Desikar are
the better known. Many stanzas composed by these poets eulogising
Ananda Ranga Pillai on special occasions have come.down to us and
give us a vivid picture of Ranga Pillai’s munificence.

The real and undying fame of Ananda Ranga Pillai, however, is
based on his diary in Tamil covering the period 1736 to 1760. This
diary reveals Anandaranga Pillai’s profound capacity for political
judgment, and is a most valuable source of history for that period.
The reason for his having maintained this diary can only be guessed;
for, he nowbere says why he did so. Apart from the craving common
to diarists to record impressions and events from day to day, he must
have had other ideas too. He must have felt that a ready reference to
the rapidly changing course of contemporary events might be useful
some day ; perhaps so in his own life time when he might be accused of
political duplicity or treason ; but what he forged as a weapon of defence
serves the purpose of a source book of history. ¢ The diary is a good
summary of the views and feelings” of the most acu“e Indian observer
of contemporary events’’.* This diary written in Tamil, mostly in his
own hand but here and there with the help of an amanuensis, still
remains as a manuscript and unpublished ; while an English translation
of the same has been published.

Thyagarays Desikar, the author of the ¢ Kovai’ was the illustrious
son of a reputed Tamil scholar, Vaidyanatha Navalar, the author of
¢ Ilakkana Vilakkam’ the well-known work on Tamil Grammar,

The authorship of this work seems to have been a matter for some
confusion. Dr. V. Raghavan, the learned editor of ¢ The Ananda Ranga
Champu ’, and Mr. Desikam Pillai, author of < A Life of Ananda Ranga
Pillai’ have with one voice stated that Sadasiva Desikar was the author
of this Kovai. The only two munuscripts of this Kovai now availabie
with us categorically refer to the author as ‘Thyagaraja Desikar ’.
Hence it may be considered that it was only Thyagaraja Desikar whko
composed this work and not Sadasiva Desikar, who by the way was
another son of Ilakkana Vilakkam Vaidyanatha Navalar.

* C, 8. Srinivasachariar ; Ananda Ranga Pillai, the Pepys of French India,
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Mr. N. Balarama Iyer, (1876—1943) the commentator of this:
Kovai was the most reputed disciple of the late V. G. Suryanarayana
Sastriar of the Christian College, Madras. Mr. Balarama Iyer has edited:
most of Mr. Sastriar’s works with critical annotations, written an
elaborate and scholarly commentary on the ¢ Natakaviyal ’, written two
plays, ¢ Valli Parinayam ’ and ° Dasaratha’s Mistake ° and translated
‘Matha Vilasa Prahasanam’ of Mahendra Pallava, composed two poetical
works, ‘Yavvanambikai Pillai Tamil’ and ‘The Fresh Lotus’ and rendered
into Tamil the < Dasakumara Charitram ’ of Dandin ; he was a disting-
uished student of the Christian College during Dr. Miller’s Principalship.
He served as Tamil Pandit in the Cuddalore and Karaikudi High Schools,
served for six years as Tamil Lecturer in the Annamalai University
from where he retired in 1935 and devoted the rest of his life to the
cause of Tamil literature. He passed away in 1943.

Rao Bahadur C. M. Ramachandran Chettiar, who was a good friend.
of Mr. N. Balarama Iyer, was good enough to publish a purt of Ananda
Rangan Kovai through the columns of his valuable journal ¢ Kongu
Malar ’; but with the unfortunate cessation of the journal, the publi-
cation of the Kovai also stopped. The Tamil public must now indeed
be grateful to the authorities of the Oriental Manuscripts Library for
having come forward to publish this work through Government
endeavour.

- N, SUBRAHMANIAN s
Editor.
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