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PREFACE.

The publication of Tamil manuscripts of great antiquity
has brought to light the names of many noble personages
of the Tamil land and the name of Kumanas is one of them.
He may be aptly styled the Karna of the Tamil classics.
This great man was the liberal and wise ruler of a small
principality in the southern part of the Tamil country and
Was a great patren of learning. Poets from all the corners
of the Tamil land resorted to him for patronags. Soon, <
his fame spread far and wide. His brother, llan Kumanan
grew s0 jealous of his inoreasing wealth and power that he
coveted his throne. By his vile stratagems, he succeeded in
gaining his object and drove him out of his kingdom. The
unfortunate Kumana had to flee to the jungles for his life
and there he had to wander for a long time. Ilan Kuma-
nan would not stop there. He even went to the length of
issuing a proclamation, setting a liberal prize over his
brother’s head It was at this crisis that Kumana was
visited by Perunthalaichchattanar (Qus s%misrss @) A
poet of great name and fame. He highly appreciated the
poet’s abilities, but regretted .very much his inability to .
make him suitable presents. However, his liberal mind
readily found a solution. The only thing that he had about
him was his trusty sword. That, he resolutely drew from
his belt and, cheerfully handing it over to the poet, said
¢It is quite unfortunate you did not turn up during my
palmy days. However, there is only one chanee left for
you. My brother has set a large prize on my head and so
please apply this sword to my head and take it to him and
you cannot f2il to get ample reward.”” 8o saying, he bowed
low his head before him. The poet was stunned and his
admiration knew no bounds. He was s» much moved with -




2.

this magfxanimous quality of Kamana that he ran “to his
brother at once couching the incident in a bheautiful verse,
which forms the 165th stanza of the famous collection of
(1ypsrgra).. The story stops there and does not proceed
further in that classical work. But we have legendary
accounts carrying the story a little further, giving it a mice
touch of comedy. The poet before quitting Kumana's
presence is said to bave addressed bim thus. «Well, my
friend.” ¢Tike back the head you have so liberally pre-
sented to me and carefully preserve it as my own property,
until I demand that of you.”

Théreupon, he Went to a élever artizan in the village of
Mandai {torEeng), through whose skilful art he managed to
have a falsé head of Kumana rmade of wax and teok it to
1lan Kumanan who, at the si'ght of it, becamé so much
inoved with fraternal love that he burst into loud tears and
kell down crying, -“Oh} call my brother back to me. I
icannot live alone.” . The c¢lever poet eomforted him and
pretended that he could, throngh the grace of Saraswati,
restore his brother to life. This political sagacity and
timely Wit of the Tamil poet is a matter for great adinira-
tionn When Kumiana was once move brought before his
repéntent brother, he ran towards him with tears of
joy and, falling on his knees, implored him to forgive
hita for his shameful acts and to resume the royalty so
dnjastly coveted by him. From thatday, they were moving
like Rama and Bharata and the countty onee moie * enjoyed
the peaceful and prosperous teign. The sapplemental story
has somre old stanzas for its suppért in sellur. pAr @,

Tt'is a pity that this Impoitant and interesting incident
which has few parallels it the history of other nations,



3.

has nog. hlbherto been made the . subjects of an elaborate
poem by any ‘Tamil poet. This want has been supphed
by Mr. M. R. Kandasamy Kavirayar, a talented young
gentlema,n beloncrmg to a hemdxtary family of Tamil
Poets of Settur Samastanam in the Tinnevelly District.
It is a happy thing to note that in the whole history of
Tawil literature we have rarely come across such a gifted
Tamil family wherein . the father and all the three sons
are good Tamil poets, except in the solitary ihstance of
Sivaprakasar’s. Mr. Kandasamy Kavirayar has sung the
praises of Kumana in 351 beautiful stanzas of the Viruttam
metre. The style adopted is simple and flowing and the
 diction pure and sublime. The author’s production is not
a mere attempt at versification, but genuine poetry that
will not fail to excite the admiration of eniment Tamil
~ scholars. He has considerably risen above the ordinary
level of Tamil Pandits by the use of his elegant . expres-
sions and natural simjles and has carefully avoided all
sorts of grotesque exaggerations that are common with:
thexm g 8 i f '—-'e~’

- . In short, the whole poem forms g very pleasant- and
instructive reading snd since it has had the approval -of the
emigent Pandjts of the Tamil Sangam at the time of its
Fifth Anpiversary under the Presidentship of Mahamaho-
padhysya V. Swaminatha Aiyar Avergal, the veteran
Tamil Scholar of the day, it can be safely prescribed as a
Text Book for the First-in-Arts Examination by the Unie
versity authorities who can find in the work a very’ good
: speexm«m of fine modern poetry.,

8. SWAMINATHA AIYAR
Secretary, Madura Tamil Sangam &
Edztor “Pweka Blmnu "
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