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THIRUNELVELI DISTRICT INSCRIPTIONS VOL. | -
INTRODUCTION

'Intensive Epigraphical Campaign' programe was initiated in the state
department of Archaeology in recent years and it is bearing fruits successiully. Number
of epigraphical volumes are being published regularly by this intensive work. These
volumes are serving as most reliable source materials on the socio -
economic,religious and political sphere and are very useful to the researchers and
scholars. In this series this present volume consists of inscriptions from Thirunelvel
district is published now.

Thirunelveli district was the part and parcel of the ancient Pandya country
which comprises fertile land mass watered by perennial river Thamiraparani. Because
of the ever lasting fertility of this reigion number of settlements flourished on both the
banks of the river. Temples of both Saivaite and Vaisnavite religions were built by the
rulers of this area and they served a lot in the cultural development of this part of the
country. Many number of inscriptions engraved on the walls of the temples, mantapas,
bathing ghats etc reveal the history of this region since 8 c. A.D. to present times.
By bringing out these records for the perusal of the scholars of history so many
missing links in the history of Tamil nadu can be identified and useful for the
reconstruction of the real history of Tamil land.

Geographically this land mass lies as the pheripheral region and had close
contact with the chera country. Influence of chera rulers in the political arena has
been noticed by the stone inscriptions found some temples in this district.

In the times of the Raja raja chola the great whole Tamilnadu came under his
umbrella. The fertile Thamira parani delta was well attended by the chola monarchs
nommated by Raja raja | as vice roys in the name of chola pandyas. Their role in the
religious and social fields are all will documented in the lithic records found in various
temples. The cholas utilised only Tamil script in their royal documents and temple
inscriptions but Vatteluthu script was unaware in the chola region. When they
occupied Pandya region they followed Vatteluthu scripts in their records which was
already in vogue among the people. This diplomatic step was very helpful to win
over the confidence of the people in Pandya region. So,many number of Vatteluthu
inscriptions are found all over the southern pandya region up to 11c AD.

The chola supremacy came to an end in the pandya country by the emergence
of later pandya rulers like Mar. Sundrarapandya |. He and his successors paid more
attention than ever in the socio - religious activities of Thirunelveli region. Some
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pandya rulers were even had the names such as Thirunelveli Perumal. Many number
of inscriptions of later Pandya rulers are noticed and included in this volume. Because
of the family fued among the pandya brothers in winning over the crown Delhi sultans
took over the riot tom pandya country and administered for a short period. Vijayanakara
rulers,came into the rescue of pandya country and to establish the Hindu rule
appointed their Dhantanayakas to control this region. This leads to the emergence
of Madurai Nayak dynasty which held sway over at least 200 years in the politics of
this part of the country. They brought some new ideas in the administration,divided
the country into 72 palayams and appointed poligars for their administration. New
administrative units like sirmai, palaiyams etc., were introduced by them. Their role
In the political scenario were well documented in various records. Some of them are

collected and included in this volume.

Totally 216 inscriptions are given in this volume. Among them records
fromNellaiyappar temple, Thirunelveli (96) and Rajagopalasamy temple at
Palayamkottai (41) occupy considerable part of this volume. Next to them, inscriptions
from Sivalapperi, Thiruppudai maruthur, Valliyur, Vijayanarayanam, Karungulam,
Manappadai vidu, Palamadai (a) Uthayaneri, Kuruvikulam, Taruvai, Rajavallipuram,
Kallididaikurichchi and some more are given for the first time.

Nellaiyappar temple inscriptions :

This siva temple is considered as one among the 14 Saiva centers sanctified
by the Devaram:hymnists in Pandya country. This temple copper hall exists one
among the five divine halls (Pancha Sabhas) of Siva in Tamil nadu, where Lord
Nataraja played his Anantha Thandava. This spacious temple consists of records
from 8th CA.D. to 19C A.D. Vatuthu, Tamil and Grantha scripts have been applied for
engraving records in different periods. Land donations, cattle donations for lighting
perpetual lamps,the role of oil mongers,land endowments as Bhatta Vridhi, and for
musicians are all well preserved in the inscriptions. The role of Brahmi Mahashabas,
Kumbabisheka ceremonies conducted at different times,their actual expenditure
details are also vividly given. Different 'santhi' worships instituted by the kings on
their natal star, donations for their maintenance and the temples development during
the pandya rule are all well documented in the records.

Some of the records of this temple are composed in a beautiful verse form.
Different iconographic forms of Siva like Lingothbhava, Bhikshadana are mentioned
in these verses. Quite interestingly ome cheiftain Thadkanni Chirrurudaiyan
Uyyaninraduvan Gurukulatharaiyan has written a verse. He declars here that he had
donated enough quantity of land for the Lord Siva,so that he need not go on begging
as a Bikshadana murthy with a begging bow (kapala). This verse is composed in
the sense of satire which is also found in a record of Thiruthankal Siva temple
(Viruthunagar Dt.) of the same cheiftain. This cheiftain has played a crucial role in
the administration during the period of Mar. Sundara Pandya |.
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Another interesting record is found in front of the Shanmuka shrine in the outer
western prakara of this temple. It reveals the musical notes (Thalanka Pramanam)
introduced by one Picchandi Annavi,a resident of Pasuvanthanai Village during 1870
A.D. This notes are engraved on a well blossomed lotus flower so neatly caned nn
the floor.

Nellaiyappar temple was extended by new mantapas, new shrines and prakaras
since the time of middle cholas. These activities are well attested by the records
engraved on the pillars and walls bearing these mentapas and shrines. So the
architectual history can be easily traceable by these records. One record reveals
the donation made by one dancing girl fromMadurai Meenakchi temple who was
also honoured by the title "'Thalaikkoli.Fromthese evidences the great name and
influence enjoyed by this temple in the whole pandya region can be known.

Palayamkottai inscriptions :

Present Palayamkottai town is mentionea in the medieval inscriptions as Sri
valnapna Chaturvedi Mangalam,named after a Pandya king Sri Vallabha (may be
Srimara Srivallabha 815 - 865 AD). It was included in the kilvembanadu and
kilkalakkurram sub division. At the centre of this thickly populated brahmin settiement
one vishnu temple existed and called as Sri Vallabha Vinnagaram. Among the
vattduthe inscriptions found in this temple,the records of Rajaraja chola | are worthy
to mention. By these inscriptions donations made as Bharatha Vridhi,Jivitha Lands
provisions for temple accountants and musicians are known. This temple was well
protected by the liberal donations of later pandya and Thiruvithankur rulers.

Some herostone inscriptions now located at the government museum,
originally errected at llavelankal village are very useful to know the later history of this
region. These are the memorial stones errected for the dead heroes who lost their
lives in the war between Vettumperumal of Kayaththar and Venkalarajan of Vijayanagar
during 1547 A.D. These dead heroes had belonged to the kondaiyankottai marava
community.

The inscription noticed at Tharuvai Village states the construction of one vishnu
temple by an individual Raman from Malaimandalam (Kerala) and his land endowment
for the maintenance of the same temple.

Four inscriptions fromSankarankovil taluk find place in this volume. One
fromKuruvikulam village written in 10C AD. Vatteluthu characters denotes the
construction of balipita (altor) by one Natiya chattan fromMenachi village. The other
two inscriptions found in the same village are the 19th century records providing
informations regarding the land donations by some individuals. A record from
Muvirunthali village reveals the creation of Madavilakam, settlements of temple
servants by one later pandya king in his title kaliyuka raman. The ancient name of
the village is mentioned as Neythazhi.
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Six inscriptions noticed at a vishnu temple in Udhayaneri (a) Palamadai village
are included in this volume. These records belong 12 - 13th C. AD. Later Pandyas.
Two inscriptions mention the creation of one Mukokilandi Chaturvedimangalam by
merging so many villages into one. This brahmadeya was created in the name of
Mukkokilanadikal, the elder sister of Jat. Kulasekhara Pandya (1162 - 1177 AD) The
other two documents mentions the existance of a high road between Manappadai
vidu and Madurai (the Pandya capital) and creation of a watershed on this high way.
A well was dug and lands were donated to a brahmin to look after that watershed.

Inscriptions from Valliyur village in Nanguneri Taluk belong to later Pandya
period,13C A.D. mention the land and ornament donations to the Kailasamudaiyar
Siva temple. Another important document narrates the construction of
Munruyukamkanta Amman temple by one dancing girl Ulakamuluthudaiyal by
name,who was an expert in Santhi Kuthu.

Rajavallipuram village provides 11 inscriptions, all are belong to later Pandya
period. Some records deal about the donation of perpetual lamps to the temple. The
traders who settled at this village had played a crucial role in the well being of this
temple. Their association with this temple are well attested by the inscriptions.

Records from Thiruvenkatanathapuram describes the endowments made for
the lighting of perpetual lamps. It is known by some records that the name of the
village has been changed as Avani Narayana Chatur Vethimangalam.

Manappadaividu inscriptions provide the original name of the village as
Ampalaththadi alais Manappadai vidu. Donations made for lighting perpetual lamps
and to recite devotional songs are mentioned in the records.

Sivalapperi Village is the birth place of Mukkudarpallu, a later period literature.
This village is famous for its vishnu temple which consists of the records of early
pandya,middle cholas and later pandya rulers. The earliest record belongs to 8-9 C.
AD. Maran Sadaiyan period mentions the donation of 22 sheep by a lady Anukkan
Appi Nangai,for burning a perpetual lamp. He was the wife of one chief Sathru
Bayankaramuththaraya of Irunjonadu (present Sathur taluk region). Considerable
number of Rajaraja Chola | records reveal the varsious donations made for perpetual
lamps and for the up keep of the temple. Kulothunga chola | document and the
records of Mar. Sundarapandya are the evidences for the development took place in

this temple during their times.

Thiruppudaimaruthur is another notable saivite centre in this region. Inscriptions
copied in this temple explicit the various works done by the cholas, pandyas and the
chera rulers. The early Pandya Maran Sadaiyan record deals with the donation of 25
sheet for burning a perpetual lamp. Liberal land donations were made during the
days of Rajaraja chola and the later pandya rulers. The temple musicians
were provided with lands for their lively hood by the chera king Bhuthalavira

uthayamarthanda.
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Inscriptions of the village Mela sevval deal about the land and lamp donations
for the temple. This village is known as virakerala nallur in the inscriptions.

Kallidaikkurichi inscription reveals an interesting social conflict existed between
the vellai nadars and vellala community people. Three persons fromvellainadar
community had induiged in some mischevious activities with the vellala women. So
vellala community people banned the vellanadar peoples not to interfere in their daily
cooly works,not to handle the offical duties,and not to work as accountants etc.
Hereafter they were not allowed to marry the vellala women. The three culprits were
sentenced to death.

One similar record is found and reported from Thiruvithancode village in
Kalkulam Taluk in Kanyakumary Dt. This record is dated to 1452. This shows the
prolonged enmity existed between vellai nadars and vellalas in the southern region.
By these records some researches has claimed that vellai nadars were once
exercised some royal power in this region (see TAS Vol IV. part |, Page 38)
(Kanyakumari Mavatta KKalvettukal PP 112 - 113)

This volume sheds a flood of light in the region still to be stuided in various
perspectives. It will be more useful for the people who are engaged in the feild of
social sciences and the students of history.
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