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C. ARANGANAYAGAM e Fort: St. George

Minister for Education Madras-600009.

‘Government of Tamilnadu 27-12-80
;‘;‘ 7o . "A’::A .

The Government of Tamilnadu, under a special scheme of
publication of unpublished Tamil Manuscripts have come forward
to undertake the printing and publishing of all the available
unpublished Tamil Manuscripts in the State. Necessary funds
towards the publication have been provided for the purpose. It
is estimated that several hundred unpublished Tamil manuscripts
dealing with native medicines, mathematics, music, fine arts, and
literary compositions of various nature, are lying unpublished in
different Manuscripts Libraries of this State and also in other
parts of the country. Various Manuscript Libraries in the State,
have been approached to make available their unpublished texts
for publication. The authorities of these Manuscripts Libraries
bave come forward with interest and enthusiasm to afford
necessary facilities for the same. Eminent Tamil Scholars,
well-versed in the art of editing have been requested to take up
the work of editing. Under the scheme the texts will be critically
edited with suitable foot-notes and brief introductory analysis
both in English and Tamil for the benefit of researchers and
scholars. The selection of manuscripts, copying and editing
have been entrusted to the Tamilnadu State Department of
Archaeology.



So far the texts of 75'manuscripts have been copied and a
number of them edited and are made available in printed
form in this series. I am thankful to. all the institutions
and scholars who have come forward to join the Government
in this venture. It is only a beginning and I do hope
that all the available texts will be in the hands of scholars,
educational institutions and public Libraries, so that the contri-
bution of the Tamils through the centuries in different fields wilk
be available for the proper understanding and comprehension of
the: Tamil Language, Literature and Culture.

C. ARANGANAYAGAM
27-12-80.
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INTRODUCTION

This interesting work is on a mythical King Susila
Vallal who is said to have ruled with Amirthapura as his
capital. Susila gets a son after performing Putrakaméshti
yaga, and names him Indrakoman. His minister Vibhega
likewise gets a son Indrakesari. Indra Koman, the Prince,
decides to get himself crowned only after conquerring many
countries and goes with his friend Indrakesari on a war
expedition. They attack a King Kuccara, and subs-
equently learn that Kuccara’s daughter Sauri was abducted
by Nagendra and held captive in Patala.. Both the youngs-
ters fight with Nagendra, and rescues Sauri and bring
Nagendra’s daughter Nagakanya as captive. But Indra
intercepts them on the way and carries the girls to his land.
The Prince follows them and rescues the girls. Indra
Ksman marries Sauri and Indrakesari, Nagakanya.

The story, a novel theme is a mixture of many episodes
found in Ramayana, Chintamani and Perunkadai. The
story of Nagakanya, Nagendra and Patala (the neither world)
reminds one of the story of Pilivalai and Killivalavan, a
Chola mentioned in the ulas.

The author of this work is one Kumaraswami Kavirayar
son of Alagiya Chirrambala Kavirayar of Mallaiyur.
Mallaiyur Chirrambala Kavirayar, was an eminent Poet of
17th century and his descendents were also emineng
poets. Kumaraswamy Kavirayar the author of this work
Susila Vallal Ammanai, was his son. His elder brother
Kulandai Kavirayar, wrote Bojarayan caritra Ammanai.

The manuscript of Bojaraya caritra Ammanai is pre-
served in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,



Madras. The son of this Kulandai Kavirdyar, whose name
is Pandikkavirayar composed ‘“Nala Damanyanti Kummi’
His sister is said to have composed “Menaka caritram” and
“Valliyammai caritra”. It is evident from the above that
the family distinguished itself in Tamil Literary poems.

The date of Mallaiyur Chirrambala Kavirayar is
known from other sources. He was a contemporary of
Thirumalai Sethupathi of Ramanathapuram, and Thiru-
malai Nayak of Madurai. He composed a Pillai Tamil on
‘Marungapuri vira puccaiya Nayaka’ in Saka 1569 (1647
A. D.) He is the author of the famous work ‘Mallai civan-
telunta Pallavarayan Ula.

At the end of this work “Susila Vallal Ammanai”
Kumaraswami Kavirayar praises the greatness of his father
Chirrambala Kavirayar and his family. He is said to have
won the King by his composition ‘Vannappa’. Chirrambala
Kavi composed a talapurana (i. e. 1815) on the lord of
Piranmalai. Sethupathi learnt Tamil from him and
gifted four lands irrigated by 48 madais in Rajasinga
mangalam. But of this the poet gifted one madai land to
Kanyakumari temple and another to Brahmins. He retai-
ned the rest of 46 madai lands. The Sethupathi King
composed a poem on this poet. The poet gifted the 46
madai 1ands back to the King (i. e. 1828). He got as gift
Pusari patti (ie 1834-1840) Malavupatti, Pulavankudi,
Kavirayarpatti, Kothamangalam, Konadupatti; Maravan
ental, Manmettupatti, Sevur, Tenatchipatti, Karaicearan
patti and Karukaippilan patti.

A memorial stone was erected to this poet by his son
and his services were inscribed. He belonged to the Kasyapa
Gotra and was a great Sa1v1te

Kumaraswamy Kaviraya was a great devotee of Lord
Muruga dnd says that he composed this work by the grace
of Lord Subrahmanya. In the text he frequently praises
Lord Muruga of Kunrakkudi and it seems that] this work.



itself was a novel theme to extol the presiding deity of
- Kunrakkudi. May be it was sung there during festivals.

At the end the poet pays obeisance to Mallai Kaviraya and
_their descendents.

' “Varga Venba’ by the same poct on Lord Muruga is
-added at the end.

This work is edited by Pulavar Soundara Pandyan, M.A.
of Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.

‘R. Nagaswam y
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