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UNDER SEA EXPLORATION

Poompuhar, the celebrated capital and port city of
the illustrious Chola of Sangam age is said to have been
situated on the confluence of the river Kaveri with the
Bay of Bengal. It is also said that it extended upto four
Kavatam on both the banks of Kaveri. This city seems
to have been in existence even from 3rd century B.C. as
the carbon date of alog of wood recovered from
Poompuhar clearly shows.  An inscription from
Barhut, datable to 2nd century B.C.  also states
that a Buddhist nun of this city known as Soma
had donated a stone slab for an enclosure of a stupa.
Kakandi is referred to in Manimekhalai as one of the
names of Kaviripoompattinam. It is described that
when Parasurama was destroying the race of Kshatriyas,
the then Chola king who was also a Kshatriya,
Kandan by name had entrusted the care of city
Kaveripattinam to Kakandan, a son of Ganika and
went to forest,

Poompuhar was known by several names in ancient
period wviz ~ Pubar, Kaveripattinam, Kakbandi,
Campapathi, Colapattinam and Kaberis Emporium.
Sangam Literature such as Ahananuru, Purananuru,
Silambu, Manimekhalai, the prakrit works like Milinda-
pana, Abhidammavataram,  Buddhavamsattakatha,
Buddhist .Jataka tales and the foreign notices like
Geography of Ptolemy. the anonymous Periplus Mari
Erythriya, the work of Pliny and few ancient inscriptions
shed valuable light on the nature and function of this
vast city. ‘



Poompuhar is said to have been divided into three
major divisions, viz. Maruvurpakkam, Pattinappakkam
and Nalangadi. Maruvurpakkam was situated on and
adjacent of the sea shore, Pattinappakkam was on the
western side while Nalangadi was in between the
Maruvurppakkam and Pattinappakkam.

Settlements of foreign merchants who used ships for
their commercial purpose, streets of vendors who were
selling spices, perfumes and flowers, habitaiion of
weavers who were manufacturing cloths by silk, hair and
cotton, wide streets of those who sold precious stones,
streets of shops which sold grains; artisans, musicians,
artists, sculptors and fishermen were located in

Maruvurppakkam.

In Pattinappakkam, the temples dedicated for Siva,
Arumugan, Vishnu, Baladeva, the palace building and
the adjoining big streets where the residences of royal
personages, military officials, wealthy merchants,
cultivators and the performers of classical arts .were

situated.

Since Nalangadi was located in a natural grove, in
between Maruvurppakkam and Pattinappakkam it was
easily accessible both by the residents of those “two

divisions.

In addition to these three major divisions, there
were number of groves, gardens like Ilavantikaiccolai,
Uyyavanam, Kaveravanam, Campapativanam and
Uvavanam and Manrams such as Vellidaimanram,



Hanjimanram, Pavaimanram, Nedungalmanram. The war
trophies like Toranavayil (Gateway) and Muthuppandal
(Pandal made of pearls), brought from various other
regions were also placed in prominent places.

The port of this city is described as very busy and
crowded during Chola period. The merchandise exported
were stamped with tiger symbol indicating that they were
from Chola country. Merchants from all parts of India
and from South East Asia thronged at this city seeking
marketing for their commodities. Articles from Ganges
r:zion, food products from Ceylon and spices from Java
had been imported. Not only the merchants but also
thz artisans of different regions such as Avanti,
Magatham and Mahratta had also gone over here to
create a number of religious edifices dedicated to various
gods and secular buildings for royal personages.

From Sangam literature it is understood that this
city was ruled by successive Chola kings viz.
Ilanchetchenni of Neytalanganal, Chetchenni Nalangilli,
Killivalavan and Karikalvalavan. The following famous
poets are also said to have hailed from this famous city
Kantarattanar, .= Karikkannanar, Centan Kannanar,
Chenkannanar and Napputanar.

Such a great and magnificient city is said to have been
submerged under the sea due to non celebration of Indra
festival. But-according to the hymns of Saiva saints and
inscriptions it is found that the entire city had not been
lost. Because the Saiva saints sang the principal deity
of Pallavaniccuram as the God of Puhar Pallavaniccuram.



It means that Pallavaniccuram was situated as a suburb
of Puhar during 7th century A .- Hence it is understood
that Puhar had retained its fame and predominent
position even during 7th century A.D. :

- The _excavations conducted on the shore of
Kaveripoompattinam revealed that there are some
structures still on the shore itself. The wharf at
Kilaiyur, the water reservoir 4t Vanagiri and the
Buddha Vihara at Melaiyur are the unmistakable
evidences for the existence of ancient city under the earth
of the shore. But the possibility of the submersion of
a part of the city is still not ruled out.

Hence the preliminary survey. on the sea off the.
shore of Kaviripoompattinam began in the year 1981.:
This exploration was carried out by the joint effort of.
Tamilnadu State Department of Archaeology and the
National Institute of Oceanography, Goa.

The exploration was made by deploying Side scan
sonar, Echo sounder and  Megnetometre. These
sophisticated machines showed some tangible results
on the graphs. Three peaks measuring about two to
three metre height have been located. The National
Institute of Oceanography had suggested the undertaking
of intensive exploration by sending divers into the sea.

- On the advice of the National institute of
Oceanography, State Departmest of Archaeology
submitted a proposal to Government for carrying out
the intensive exploration. Government were pleased
to grant an initial sanction of about 10 lakhs Rupees
for the year 1990-91. After having made necessary



arrangements for the survey, the exploration had
started- on 25th February 1991 on the sea off the shore

of Poompuhar.

Durmg this season Geophysical survey was also
conducted first to locate the objects. This survey was
done.by a team of Scientists of C.S.I. R. First they
located a shipwreck under sea, about 70 feet in depth
and about 4-5k.m. away from the sea shore. When
this shipwreck was examined by trained divers, it was
found that there were considerable number of ingots
some of which bearing the legend W. Blackett written
in English script on one side and the year 1792 on
the other side. Hence it is clear that this shipwreck
might have occurred in the year 1792 or after.

* Further survey had revealed that there is a row
of structures under sea in shallow waters about 200 to
300 metres away from the sea shore. A group of
structure is located near the Kaveri confluence,
another just opposite to the present Kannagi statue
and a few just. opposite to the present light house.
When one site was examined by sending divers, it
was found that the structure was completely covered by
sea sand, and is about one metre below the sea bed.
Due to. the transportation of sand by tides the clear
visibility was not found. However with great effort
the divers could collect few sand stone slabs, a
brick and some potsherds. These artefacts confirm
that there could have been habitational structure.

During the closing period of exploration the
Scientists were able to locate one big site surmising

)



that it could be a big structure of Sangam age
Then it became the centre of intensive survey.
Divers were sent to explore thoroughly. First they
pald the1r attention to decide if it could be a structure
or a sea rock. Finally they came to the conclusion
that it was a - man made structure Then they took
measurements and drew drawmgs on graph sheet.
They br ought‘some sample "of stones that were found
used for construction. These stones appear to be
either candstone or laterite. “

This - sggucture appears to be.in apsidal shape
facing to North.. The thickness of the wall runs about
one to two metres. At some places the height of
the wall goes upto five to six metres. Total length
of .the structuré is about 20 metres and the width
about 15 metres. Hence the total area comes to
about 300 square metres. It is about 23-5 metres in
depth o

. This place was tradltlonal]y knOWn as Karaiyappar.

This site is about 4'5 k.m. away from sea shore
If this structure is proved .to be one of the
structures of ancient city Poompuhar, then the city
could have been extended wupto this part. So
there could be the possibility of having about half
of ‘the city submerged under sea. The reference to
the submersion of Poompuhar in literature has clear
bearings and is proved beyond doubt by the material
evidence. Further survey would reveal more facts
about the glorious city Poompubhar.
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