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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION 

The late Mr. R. Tirumalai, IAS, was not only an able administrator, 
who held the high rank of Secretary to the Government of India, but 
also a distinguished scholar in historical and epigraphical studies. He 
was a student of the revered doyen of South Indian history, the late 
Prof. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri. He retained his interest in ancient history 
and epigraphy even after joining the LAS and untiringly devoted himself 
to research in these fields throughout his administrative career and. after 
retirement. This book bears the stamp of his keen intellect, his 
meticulous scholarship and his first-hand knowledge of the ancient as 
well as modern systems of administration. His book is a welcome 
addition to the studies in South Indian history which are few and far 
between. 

The Department of Archaeology of the Government of Tamilnadu has 
already published three of his historical works: LRa jendra Vinnagar (1980) 
2Studies in Ancient Townships of Pudukkottai(1981) 3Collected papers(1994) 
The present work titled ‘The Pandyan Townships’ is the fourth and 
the last book written by MrTirumalai shortly before his death in 1997, 
The book is published in two parts - Part I dealing with the ancient 
geography of the Pandyan townships and Part II dealing with life in 
these townships in all their multi-faceted aspects. This tremendous work 
of scholarship, which is the outcome of a lifetime of research on 
Pandyan inscriptions, will be a boon to scholars interested in the social 
and economic history of the Pandyan period. 

My predecessor, Thiru NatanaKasinathan, deserves appreciation for taking 
the initiative to publish this work, and it is my good fortune to see 
his efforts bear fruit during my time. I am especially grateful to 
Tmt.R.Vasanthakalyani, Epigraphist and Tmt.B.Valarmathi, P.C. to 
Commissioner for their unstinted cooperation and assistance in editing 
this Volume. 

K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty, IAS, 
Commissioner of Archaeology.





PREFACE 

The Pandyan Townships Part I and II are the outcome of my intense 

research based on the Pandyan Epigraphs, most of which remain unpublished 

as yet. This was greatly facilitated by the Jawaharlal Nehru Fellowship 

granted to me for two years 1983-85 by the Jawahatlal’ Nehru Trust. I am 

deeply sensible of the honour conferred on me which has: erlabled me to 

intensively research into the vast unpublished material; and bring out this 

pioneer work on the Pandyan Townships. 

I thank the Jawaharlal Nehru Trust for this generous funding of the Project. 

The collection of materials alone has taken over two years. I had also to tap 

other sources, the Tamil Nadu Department of Archaeology and the secondary 

sources. The total output as a result was too much to be compressed into one 

volume. I have, therefore, published the histories of some individual Pandyan 

Townships in my “Collected Papers”. Part-I of this work contains the 

historical geography of the Pandyan Townships. The substantive content of life 

in the Pandyan Townships in all their multi-faceted aspects is dealt with in 

Part-I. The Introduction Chapter sets out the scope and content of Part-IL It 

is appropriate that the three works are being published by the State Depart- 

ment of Archaeology. 

It is my privilege to acknowledge the great interest evinced by the Chief 

Minister of Tamil Nadu, DrMKarunanidhi and the Minister for Tamil 

Development, Dr.M.Tamizhkudimagan in publishing this work. I have had the 

privilege of working with both of them and it is indeed an act of their 

personal kindness and attachment to me that they encourage me in publishing 

these two volumes of original work. It also evidences the interest they have 

in bringing out new aspects of Tamil Culture and original research in the 

history of Tamil Nadu. 

I am grateful to Thiru. V.Palanichamy, Secretary, Tamil Development and 

Culture and Thiru. Natana Kasinathan, Director of Archaeology in expediting
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the printing and publication. I also thank the Government of Tamil Nadu for 

the munificent grant for getting this work in two parts printed in the 

Government Press, Chennai. My thanks are also due to the Government Press 

for the neat execution of this work. 

‘I had made a series of visits to Mysore to collect copies and transcripts of 

the Pandyan inscriptions The then Director of Epigraphy DrK.VRamesh 

evinced a great deal of interest in my work and extending help to me with 

all the transcripts from the Pandyan Kingdom being collections over a century 

by the department. The Chief Epigraphist Dr.Madhav NKatti and the other 

officers of the Department also were generous in helping me at all times. My 

collegues in Karnataka Government made my stay at Mysore very comfortable 

and afforded me all assistance through the Administrative Training Institute 

and its Director. To them all, my thanks are due. 

I have made this topographical study comprehensive. But a mere listing of 

place names and their locations can be meaningful only if it is accompanied 

by maps. The Survey Department of Tamil Nadu Government helped me in 

preparing the original maps under my direction and guidance. They have been 

approved for unrestricted publication by the Ministry of Defence and by the | 

Surveyor General of India, Dehradun. My sincere thanks are due to the Joint 

Secretary Sri AKJain of the Ministry of Defence and to Major General 

L.M.Deothra, Additional Surveyor General of India, Dehradun. But for the 

painstaking efforts of the Survey Department of Tamil Nadu Government and 

its officers, the maps could not have been accomplished. I am greatly indebted 

to the Commissioners and Director of Survey - Thiru. Meikanda Devan, LAS, 

Thiru. KSampathkumar, LAS, and the Additional and the Assistant Directors 

and Sri. Ramachandran, Senior Draughtsman and his assistants in helping me 

in not only preparing the original maps but also in printing them in the photo 

offset press of the Survey Department for being attached to this Part. 

I have pleasure in acknowledging the secretarial assistance rendered to me in 

bringing out this volume by my personal staff Thiru. R.Krishnakumar and
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Thiru. RBalasubramanian. DrARangan and Miss. Sruthi Rangan also helped 

me. My thanks are due to them. My wife took a great deal of interest and 

took on herself arranging the chapters and getting the manuscript ready for 

printing, 

It is hoped that scholars will find this original work useful and it will 

stimulate further studies. 

I have pleasure in acknowledging the generous funding for the study granted 

to me by the Jawaharlal Nehru Trust and the honour conferred on me as a 

Jawaharlal Nehru Fellow. I am proud to associate this work with the name 

of the Great National Leader himself a historian who wrote and made history. 

This work is hence dedicated to the memory of the late Pandit Jawaharlal 

Nehru. , 

R. TIRUMALAI 

(1997) 

The publishing of this work was one of the last wishes of my late husband, 

who passed away on 8th September 1997 after fulfilling his desire to write 

Part I and Part Il of “PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS”. I thank the State 

Department of Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu for bringing out this 

volume. 

(Mrs. SRIVARAMANGAI TIRUMALAI)
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The Pandyan Townships 

Introduction: 

This work incorporates the results of the original research on the Pandyan 

Townships which I have carried out over a period of 7 years. This work has 

been greatly facilitated by the grant in the form of Fellowship from the 

Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund for a period of 2 years from 1983-85. 

The work mainly depends upon the Pandyan Inscriptions The published 

inscriptions are but few, compared to the total volume available. Hence the 

2 years were mainly taken up by the study, copying and analysis of a large 

volume of unpublished inscriptions available with the Epigraphy wing of the 

Central Department of Archaeology. My greatful appreciation is due to the 

then Director of Epigraphy DrK.V.Ramesh and the Chief Epigraphist to the 

Government of India Shri Katti for making available this large corpus of 

unpublished inscriptions in their custody. 

While studying the unpublished inscriptions, it came to light that there were 

a number of inscriptions originally copied by the Department of Archaeology 

but the estampages for which have become worn out due to efflux of time. 

Some new inscriptions also have to be copied and some of the earlier ones 

denovo. The Director of Epigraphy kindly undertook to fill this lacunae and 

has since furnished me with the copies of most of these inscriptions required. 

My work would not have been complete but for this prompt and effective 

assistance of the Directorate and my personal gratitude to the Director of 

Epigraphy has become many fold. 

The copper plates of the period form another good branch of the evidence 

and these have also been harnessed. 

I have utilised the evidence that can be culled from literary sources, but in 

its very nature this is but comparative or corroborative in nature and meagre 

in quantum.
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Hence the work is essentially an interpretative analysis of the data found in 

the inscriptions, This analysis is for a large part original but acknowledgedly 

utilises the results of investigations by pioneers and savants like Hulzch, 

Venkiah, K.VSubramanya Iyer, TNSubramanian and above all, ProfK.A.Nilakanta 

Sastri. 

The attempt ts “to go the fountain and drink,” closely following the texts 

and piecing up the usages from several epigraphs and in relation to the context 

in which they occur. [t is hoped that this methodology has helped in 

improving our knowledge of the diction and terminology of the times and 

brings out the true import of the texts. 

Scope of the work: 

This work aims at reconstructing the social and economic conditions in the 

Pandyan Townships not merely in their contours, but analysing all the 

implications of the data that can be marshalled from the inscriptions. 

While indexing the inscriptions, it struck me that a totally new aspect of 

work is well worth attempting. The available data lent itself easily for 

locating the places important and not so important, the Nadus in which they 

were located and where the division was a Valanadu, such Valanadus could 

also be identified. The more dense the date, the territorial boundaries of the 

Nadu could also be delineated. But the published inscriptions nad left a lot 

of gaps. As a rule, identification was easy and definite if the place name 

occurs in an inscription in its place of occurrence. Hence, at my request the 

Director of Epigraphy was kind enough to furnish me with fresh inscriptions 

copied in the later years and these were of great avail. The result of this 

work is reflected in the reconstructed Historical Geography of the Pandyan 

Kingdom. This work itself has become sufficiently elaborate, fit enough to be 

published as the first part of the work. 

Arrangement of the Chapters 

The whole work is published in 2 parts. Part I consists of the Historical
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Geography of the Pandyan Kingdom. The general features of this reconstruc- 

tion are set out in the introductory chapter of that part The detailed 

territorial divisions and the principal places of interest therein as revealed in 

the inscriptions are set out in the pages that follow. The territorial divisions 

are marked out in the 3 maps included. Contiguity of the Nadus has been 

maintained as far as the evidence would permit. The changes in the formation 

of the nadus or Valanadus and the changes in the territorial ambit in which 

particular places were situated have also been noticed. They are only a few. 

Place names and territorial divisions have been named and renamed in the 

context of Cola occupation of the Pandyan kingdom. These have been noticed 

and the restoration of the names agreeably to the Pandyas after they re- 

asserted their authority has also been brought out. 

This part of the work provides a secure geographical basis to identify places 

and to approximately ascertain the spread of the nadus. Besides, it provides a 

basis on which the nativity of several officers of the kingdem could be 

ascertained. These could blaze the trail for further lines of research indicated 

by me. . 

Part II reconstructs the social and economic conditions not in any general 

way but in the particular context of the data thrown up. The first chapter 

deals with the conditions upto the tenth century, during the period the 

“Pandyas of the First empire”, as ProfSastri has approximately termed it. The 

second chapter onwards deal with conditions during the period of the Colas 

from the end of the 10" century to the beginning of the 13". The Pandyan 

supremacy was reasserted by about the later date. Significant changes in 

tenures and the modes of levy of land dues had occurred. The economic stress 

felt in particular tracts and the land colonisation noticed in the kingdom has 

been described. Particular attention has been paid to the role of the 

community in the creation and maintenance of public utilities like irrigation 

tanks or drinking water sources or construction of dwelling places etc 

So then, the book aims at presenting the community life and organisation 

spread over 5 countries as realistically as possible, based on authentic data that
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can be extracted from the epigraphs New aspects of life like the food and 
dietary habits, the condition and yield of milch cattles and animals and several 
other aspects not hitherto brought out have been now incorporated in this 
Tesearch work perhaps for the first time. 

I wish to express my gratefulness to the Jawaharlal Nehru Trust which 
made this work possible. It isa humble but fitting tribute perhaps to a great 
son of India who not only wrote History but also made it 

My particular thanks are due to Dr.K.V.Ramesh, the Director of Epigraphy 
and DrKatti and his other collegues for unstintingly supplying me with copies 
of a large number of unpublished inscriptions. 

The University of Madras has invited me to deliver a series of lectures 
explaining the results of my research which I accepted. The lectures were 
delivered early in 1993 and the Madras University has graciously accepted to 
print the work in 2 parts of their publication under their Madras University 
Archaeological series. [ am grateful to the University and the Vice-Chancellor 
for this recognition of my work. I am particularly grateful to Prof.K.V.Raman, 
Head of the Department of ancient Indian History who evinced a great deal 
of interest in the methodologies that I have adopted and my findings. I am 
also grateful to a host of other friends The Commissioner of Survey and 
Settlement Shri Meikanda Devan has rendered invaluable assistance to me in 
help offered for preparing the maps on the basis of my studies. The officers 
of the Survey Department also helped me with their expertise. | readily 
acknowledge this technical work of theirs which has made my work more 
intelligible and easy of understanding, 

[ have had the assistance of others like SriR.Krishnakumar and R-VSeshapani 
and Dr.Rangan who spared their leisure in making copies for the print. Others 
like Dr.Vagula went through the manuscripts and offered suggestions. To my 
wife I owe a special debt, as she not only stood by me in my long hours of 
work but also relieved me of all other responsibilities to concentrate on the 
work. ‘To almost all others who helped in this work I owe my thanks.
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Encl : Madurai, Tirunelveli, Ramanathapuram District Maps. 
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THE PANDYAN TOWNSHIPS 

Part - I 

THE HISfORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE PANDYAN 
KINGDOM : AN ANALYSIS 

A succinct localisation of the political divisions of the Pandyan kingdom is a 

felt want. Dr. Subbarayalu’s Political geography of the Chola country! is a good account 

of the political divisions of the Cola country during the period AD 800 to 1300. The 

localisation of places and the territorial divisions into which they fall in the Pandyan 

kingdom, is perhaps, attempted for the first time in this work. 

This work covers the undivided districts of Tirunelveli , Ramanathapuram and 

Madurai. The Pandyan kingdom and the Nadus therein extended to the Pudukkottai 

District including Arantangi Taluk. These have also been included by Dr. Subbarayalu 

in his analysis? Dr. K. V. Subramania Iyer’ has also intensively studied and located 

Milalai Kirram mostly in Arantangi and Tirumeyyam taluks and Mutturru kurram 

which lies in Tiruvadanai taluk and extends into Arantangi taluk. Hence these tracts 
are not covered by this study. 

The title ‘historical geography’’ has been used to convey two segments of the 

subject. 

(a) the political geography of the tract, its divisions and 

(b) the changes they had undergone in the course of six centuries from the 
9th to the 15th century. 

Objectives of the study 

The objectives of this study are as follows : 

(1) First to identify, and locate places as far as possible from the epigraphic evidence. 
It is reasonable to surmise that the larger the number of inscriptions noticed from 
  

L State Department of Archaeology, Government of TamilNadu : 1973. 

2. Ibid Map 4, see item 9 - Annavayil Kirram; 14, Ktlcengili nadu; 15, Mél cengili nadu, 16, Chengunra 
nadu; 19, 20, 21 (Ciruvayil Nadu) 40, Ten Kavira nadu; 51, Kulamangala nadu; 54, Kunriyur nadu; 
83, 84. 85, Panangadu nadu; 88, Panriyir nadu; 94, Peruvayil nadu; 117, Turuma nadu; 125, Valla nadu; 
132, Vayalaga nadu; Puramalai nadu - sce particularly 214 to 225 under Pandi mandalam. 

3, See El XXV pp 89-%. .
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a place or the more persistent the name of a place occurs, the more prominent they 
should have been in the period to which the inscriptions belong, The very intensity 
and persistence or repetition of the place names are indices of their importance. 

(ii) From the location of these places and the particulars of the territorial divisions 
given, an idea can be had of the spread of those territorial divisions 

(iit) There were a variety of territorial divisions in vogue—V alanadus, Kitr ram, 
Muttam, sometimes the places grouped together were comprised in the command area 
of the source of irrigation, feeding the area, either a tank, or a river or a stream. 
An attempt is made to locate such smaller territorial divisions in vogue, and to the 
extent possible their spread where the evidence is adequate the location of the 
surrounding or bordering divisions are also given. This is particularly feasible in respect 
of the divisions in Tirunelveli district. But in Ramanathapuram and Madurai districts 
excepting the Vaigai river ribbon, the rest of the areas do not disclose such continuous 
intensity of evidence at present; hence it is not feasible to demarcate the adjoining 
territorial divisions. 

Finally, the evolution of these Nadus, the change, additions or enlargement of 
the divisions during the study period, and also the changes in the names of the territorial 
divisions with the rise and fall of the ruling dynasties are also traced as far as the 
available evidence will permit. But it may be observed even at the threshold, that 
there was a remarkable continuity and persistence in the territorial divisions and 
nomenclature. Even if larger divisions were formed by clubbing the Nadus still the 
latter by and large continued as entities and referred to as such right upto the Vijayanagar 
times, and even later. Tirunelveli is referred to as lying in Kila Vémbunadu in a 
copper plate of AD 1732 of the last of the Nayaks - Vi Jayaranga Cokkanathanayaka* 
Even in an inscription of AD 1800 Singampunari in Tiruppattur taluk is referred to 
as Virapandya nallir in Kéralasinga valanadu, a division formed about the Ith century.’ 

SOURCES 

This work is based mainly on inscriptions, both published and unpublished in 
the collection of the Director of Epigraphy, Archaeological Survey of India. The 
collections are spread over a century. It is quite possible that fresh inscriptions, if 
gathered, may yield additional data. Hence this work should be considered as a status 
of our present knowledge of the subject. Literary evidence is also utilised where available. 
The most valuable aids are the Survey of India Topo maps, and district, taluk and 

  

4. National Muscum Bulletin No. 5. 6. 
5. ARE 70/1929.
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village maps of the State Survey department. ‘The Alphabetical list of villages’ in the 
districts also helps a great deal to identify and locate and map the places. 

The author in the course of his intensive field inspections for over ten years 
in the Revenue Settlement Operations had also gathered personal knowledge of the 
location of the villages in all the districts. 

The spread of the inscriptions noticed in the Annual Reports of Epigraphy is 
uneven. Tirunelveli district has contributed the largest number to the collection. Next 
only to that is the number of inscriptions noticed from Ramanathapuram district. 
Madurai district has comparatively lesser number, and even these are concentrated on 
the Vaigai ribbon, Cumbum Valley, and Melur Taluk and in and around Palani. A 
large area in Palani, Dindugal, Periyakulam, Kodaikanal and even Tirumangalam Taluks 
do not yield much data, as at present. 

The available data yield two main lines of evidence - inscriptions found in sites 
or in places adjacent to the locations referred to. These provide a clinching basis. Certainty 
of location can be predicated and many of the places even retain their names intact 
and in some cases in a corrupted form. But then, villages of the same name occur 

in different geographical divisions. They will have to be distinguished. Examples of 
the same name continuing to the present day are Vindanur (Kurumarai nadu) 
Tolaivilimangalam (in Tiruvaludi nadu) Malli in Malli nadu, Tiruppaccorri (in 
Rajagambhira valanadu) Sirukanpper i in Tirukkanapper Kurram Nettur (in Karungudi 
nadu). Corrupted names easily reveal their original identity, Sérmadévi-Céranmadévi 
Cm, Radhapuram - Rajarajapuram, Marandai-Marandayanallir, Kalijeyamangalam- 
Karisulndamangalam, Tiruppattur-Tirupputtur, Kandrappur-Kandaramanikkam. There 
are two Karungulams in Nanguneri taluk itself. Such instances can be multiplied in 
Sivagangai taluk and in almost any taluk. Mavilangai is a village in Mudukulattur 
taluk but the other one referred to in the inscription of Mudukulattir taluk lies on 
its border in Paramakkudi taluk. There is a third one in Tiruvadanai taluk. One has 
to ascertain the location with reference to the nadu, and the name of the deity or 
other relevant evidence. 

Even the adjacent Nadu bear the same name though the larger geographical 
divisions are different-Mullinadu (western part of Ambasamudram taluk) lay in 
Mudikondacola valanadu. The eastern part of Ambasamudram taluk was also called 
Mullinadu but it was in Uttamacola valanadu in Cola Pandya times. 

The second line of evidence can be discerned in the piaces of nativity of officials 
who authenticate the grant orders of the king. These are found in. inscriptions all 
over the tract. True, the Mandalam, Valanadu, Nadu, Kiir ram end sometimes the tank 
which irrigates the lands are ail given. The significance of this line of evidence is 

203-6—1a
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in its throwing up further aspects for investigation which are outlined at the end 
of this chapter. 

Literature and Lexicographical works yield but little information. The term Nadu 
and Nagara occur the Nadu among the place terms in the Nigandus or Book of synonyms. 
But far from giving a definitive denotation, they tend to give but the general import, 
made the more vague by clubbing other synonyms. The denotation of the term, which 
the inscriptions yield is lost in the literary works. The available evidence in typical 
works on this aspect is examined below. 

“Sendan Divakaram”’ which is perhaps the oldest extant Tamil lexicon (Nigandu) 
gives the synonyms for the Nadu-Paidiram, Mandi(ajlam, Paudil (Padi) Déyam, 
Tannadai, Sanapadat (janapada) Akalil Summai, Kandam Eni, Ulagu. Nadu aiso occurs 
as a genera] name for the world® 

Two verses printed in the Saiva Siddhanta edition of ‘Div 
‘akaram’ are not authentic. They are : 

(i) definition of grama is a village surrounded by abiding water resources and 
fields. 

(i) A large village is one where there are more than 500 residents. 

These are not found in the palm leaf manuscript. The word ‘‘grama’’ itself finds 
no mention in ‘Divakaram’ manuscripts. As prof. Vaiyapuri pointed out, modern editors 
in a well intentioned but misdirected effort to fill in the ‘tomissions’’ they had noticed 
had added verses not found in the original. 

Nagara has two synonyms Padi, Puram’ 

Pingalam, a medieval Tamil lexicon again repeats Nadu among the synonyms 
for the world’, The other synonyms of the Nadu in the Divakaram are repeated with 
the additions, Padi, Nivaram, Kottam and Racciyam (Rajya). 
  

6. Chap. V - Vs 13 & 15 p 100 of Séndan Livakaram (Saiva Siddhantha publication 1958). In the critical 
edition of the work from palm leaf manuscript prepared by Vidwan Mu. Shanmugam* Pillai, under 
publication by the Madras University, this is repeaied verses 10 & Il. I am grateful to him for 
sparing his valuable manuscript copy. 

Verse 10 of the Ms gives ‘‘Puvanarn (Bhuvanam) nadu, polil, talam (sthalam) Pudavi, Pavanam, Ulagin 

poduppeyar pala” 
7. Ibid Ms verse 72 

& Pihgala Nigandu-Saiva Siddhantha Kalaga publication 1978 V 458 - p 87. 

*Pillai (A long associate of Fiof. S. Vaiyapuri)
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It also gives the synonyms of Sirrir, Pédu, Kudi, Tannadai, Pattu, Nocci, Palli? 

The commentator of Puranantru though of a later date, interprets Puram verse 

24 in which Milalai and Muttirru Kurram, (the former located in Arantangi, 

Tirumeyyam taluks and the latter in Arantangi and Tiruvadanai taluks)° This usage 

confirms Nadu and Kurram are more or less synonymous. Dr. Subbarayalu’s 

interpretation on the same lines is attested by the evidence." 

In the Divyaprabandam the term Nadu and Nagara occur in Tiruppallandu? of 

Periyalvar. But the traditional theological interpretation does not bring out any distinct 

denotation of each. Nadu understandably, is a wider area, and the Nagara a particular 

or ‘specific’ township. The former is generic in character and the latter of a particular 

or distinct character. 

The 16th Century ‘Cudamani Nigandu’® adds the following among the synonyms 

of the Nadu ,'Polil' ‘Aluvam’. It further defines sirugramams a place with 100 habitats 

and Perungramam as a place of 500 habitats (Kudis). Incidentally, this description of 

a hamlet and a township would indicate the conceptual low density of population. 

A coastal town with commercial activity is ‘‘Pattinam’’ * 

The later ‘‘Namadipikai Nigandu’’ repeats the distinction between Sirrir and 

Periir' It adds “‘Varudam”’ ‘Simat’. (Sima which has become current in Vijayanagar 

times) among the synonyms of Nadu. 

The Agaradi Nigandu' (Circa AD 1594) also refers to Sirrir as located in Kurifiji 

nilam, the tract abounding in hills. 

From the review of the Nigandu and the few literary usages the term Nadu 

far from being defined is only treated as a synonym for world and divisions like 

‘Rajya’ or Simai’.The repetitive occurrence of the traditional synonyms in successive 

Nigandus though occasionally adding later or contemporary usages, ignores the specific 

9. Ibid V 476 

10. Purananiru - UVS Edition 1985 p 65 

11] Opcit. pp 19-20. 

12 V4 - Mayilai Madavadasar Edition of the Divyaprabandam 1962 (Manali Lakshmana Mudaliar 

Endowments) 

13. Arumuganavalar Edn - 1968 V 9 p 19 

14. Ibid V 36-37 - The term Pattinam also refers to mercantile townships in the interior tracts in inscriptions. 

1S. Namadipikai Nigandu - V 484, ed. S. Vaiyapuri Pillai - 1930 ‘Sources of Tamil Lexicon” 

16. Agaradi-Nigandu - Dr. U.VS. Library Edition - 1983 -p 57. 
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territorial divisions, the nomenclature denoting specific formations and the changes 
their names underwent which the terms conveyed in the inscriptions from the 8th 
to 17th century. 

This last aspect is well brought out by the historical geography as reconstructed 
in the following peges. What is most striking from this topographical analysis is that 
there is a rermarkaole continuity and persistence in the nomenclature of the Nadus, 
Kiurram and Mutram etc. right from the time of the Pandyas of the First Empire 
(9h century AD), right up to Vijayanagar times and after. This helps when evidence 
is in parenthesis, We could project backward sometimes with the slender or only piece 
of evidence available. **Pandavamangalam” is a Brahmadéya (in K6vilpatti taluk) in 
Venbaixudi nadu. This is known from the Pandavarmangalam Plates of Jat. Sundara 
Cola Pandya. It was named Paficavanmadévi Cm. A scholar Kadavir Ariyan Tirukkotti 
Nambi, weil versed in Sanskrit and Tamil had two centuries later (AD 1277) hailed 
from that place who is credited with translating many Sastras from Sanskrit Texts 
nito Tamil’ The latter name of the grant village had lingered for over three centuries 
while even today Pandavarniangalam survives as the name of the place. 

The long held consistency has helped in compiling the historical geography for 
about six centuries - trom the %th to the 15th - and the results are exhibited in the 
pages that follow. Where several inscriptions are from the same place only typical 
instances are citec, but when there is a change in ihe Valanddu or the Nadu or in 
tie name of the village the variations are noticed. Topographical maps indicating the 
prices aad the iocation of the Nadus are also appended. Admittedly the map reflects 
the density of the evidence now available. The riverine tracts are richer in the data. 
Uhe dry belis have less and there are large gaps left in the maps due to lack of data. 

The earliest available siratum of evidence itself discloses a long established 
tersytorial division of the kingdom. The Kalugumalai label inscriptions on Jaina images" 
and those at Uttamapalayam" refer to the nadus from which the donors had hailed. 
The evidence from the Tiruccendir inscriptions of Varaguna Maharaja” is clinching. 
The terrHorial divisions and the townships (with their character) among which the 
endowment by the king was distributed for contributing the articles required for the 
services in the tempie out of the interest proceeds are tabulated below : 
  

17. ARE 13195859, The or.ginal copper plates are preserved in the Madras Museum They are incomplete. 
There are reasons to dcubt the authenticity of the copper plate. Mahavidwan R. Raghava lyenngar: 
Ulamudaiyar - the author of research notes published by new Era Publication 1987 - p. 27. 

18 SUV 228, 319, 322, 326, 335, 339 352. 360, 363, 375, 377 ete. 

1 SH XIV. 120. 128, 125 

20. ET XX tOl tt & SIE XIV IGA
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Name of Nadu Name of place Its character 

Kudanadu Korkai Ur 

Kudanadu Nalliir Ur 

Kudanadu Saliyam Ur 

Valudi valanadu Varagunamangalam Sabha (Brahmadeya) 

Valudi valanadu Tiyambakamangalam . Dévadana 

(Triyambakam) Brahmadeya 

Valudi valanadu Alambattam Ur 

Part of Gangamangalam) within 
Gangaimangalam 

Valudi valanadu Manavira pattinam Nagaram 

Srivallabha valanadu Kattari mangalam Sabha (Brahmadeya) 

Parantaka valanadu South east of Sabha 
Paraisumangalam-Tinni 

Parantaka valanadu Maramangalam Sabha 

Parantaka valanadu Tenranallur Sabha 

Amudaguna valanadu Avanipasekhara mangalam Sabha 

Kudanadu Puliyidai Brahmadeya 

Kudanadu Kiranur Brahmadeya 

Kudanadu Sadangavikuricci Brahmadeya 

Kudanadu Kadungomangalam Brahmadeya 
  

This 9th century epigraph can lend itself to the following inferences. First, even 
in the 9th century in the Pandyan Kingdom Valanddu, as a territorial division, was 
already in vogue. It was in use alongside Nadu and Kiran. Though the territorial 
extent comprised in it might have been much smaller than the term denoted in the 
Cola times, the Colas had picked up the term ‘Valanadu’ and applied it to a larger 
territorial division. Was this the need that resulted from a larger imperial domain 
that had been raised from the time of Parantaka-I and met in the time of 
Rayaraja I? 

The formation of the Nadu was already well established. It does not appear to 
have been the result of a royal fiat or decree, though some territorial units had resulted 
from the creation by the royal grants, as noticed below. They could have come into
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existence with the natural spread of cultivation and settlements, thus reflecting kinships 
or inter-related social formations. 

The Nadus had constituent units which were varied in character. The Tiruccendur 

inscription itself refers to these types among whom the King’s donation in cash was 
distributed. The Sabhas (of Brahmadeya villages) were the largest. Next were the Urs. 
There was only one Nagara among them. 

There were three terms often in use to denote the cluster or group of villages 
- muttam (Kil Iraniya muttam in which Alagarkoil was located), Kurram (Paganur 
Kurram in which Solavandan was located). Others are Tuvvur Kurram (Paramakudi 
Taluk) Makoluvirkurram (Tirupattur) Talaiyur Kurram (Tiruvadanai Taluk) 
Tirukkanapper Kurram (Sivaganga Taluk) Mutturru Kurram (Tiruvadanai Taluk). 
Muttam seems to refer, among others a village or township" or it may mean side 
or slope” of the hills or mountains which formed a natural boundary or delimitation. 
It is used even today to refer to the land abutting the sea (as Kumari muttam). 

It should be noted that when larger divisions of Valanadus were formed, the 
smaller divisions within continued to be in vogue. 

Townships were grouped also under the tanks irrigating the command areas therein. 

This is particularly noticed in the Vaigai belt of Madurai, and Ramanathapuram districts. 
Madurai itself is always denoted as Madakkulakkil. Maranur, Sirukalattiir, Velliirkuricci, 

and Vellur under Alagiya Pandyakulam; Rajendram and Tiruppuvanam under 

Rajasingakkulam* 

Similarly the rivers or streams by which the command areas in villages were 

fed, and the upper or lower reach thereof served in addition to distinguish and locate 

the townships.) Tenkarai nadu south of Tambraparani (in Naguneri taluk) 

Paccaiyarrupokku, villages fed by Paccaiyaru or Nattarru pokku (Vijayanarayanam) 

are examples from Tirunelvéli District. Ramanathapuram also had several command 

areas. Tiruppattiir on (West Kindar) Mikundaru, Suraikkudi on Tenarrupokku, 

Nattarruppokku in Sivagangai Taluk, are other examples. But together with such 

distinctive commands the nadus or Kiirram or Muttam also are given. Sometimes when 

the larger territorial unit like Madurantaka valanadu (in Cola times) or Keralasinga 

valanadu is given, these specified command areas under the tanks or rivers serve to 

help locate the villages referred to, particularly when the villages of the same name 

sometimes occur else where. 
  

21. Tamil Lexicon cites ‘Cidamani Nigandu’ as the authority (T L VI p 3237) 

22. Ibid - Also Perungadai - Dr. U.V.S. Edn. 1958, p. 693. 

23. El XXV p 89.
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The following classification of the names of the Nadus can be struck. 

  

  

Name of After a place Geographical — After the Others 
District within location ruler 

Tirunelveli 7 5 4 B 

Ramanathapuram 24 4 5 “14 

Madurai 5 5 [ 10 
  

It is however noticed that the Nadus were not delimited by any geographical 
or natural boundaries. Tenvari nadu had villages on either side of Chittaru. Tiruvaludi 
nadu had villages on either side of the river Tambraparani. So also Tenkallaga nadu 
had within it townships on either side of the river Vaigai. Even the limits of villages 
had spread on either side of the river (like Koil Kuruvitturai). Such examples can 
be multipied on the course of the river Vaigai. But some nadus falling on the rear 
side of the hills like Puramalai nadu or Tirumalai nadu in and around Piranmalai, 
Kil and Mél Iraniya muttam on the eastern and south-western side of Alagarkoil hills 
appear to follow the geographical delineation. 

The size of the Nadus, too, was never uniform. The available evidence tends 
to show the density of the nadus was more in the river fed irrigated tracts like 
Ambasamudram, Tenkasi Taluks and much more in Srivaikuntam, and northern part 
of Tiruccendir taluks. Similar examples can be had in the Vaigai belt and in Tiruppattir 
taluk. But one should not hasten to conclude the dry uplands had no occupation or 
settlements. The Nercura nadu (in Kovilpatti taluk) and the Nadus in Sattir taluk, 
on the rising lands across the Vaipparu will dispel such an impression. The location 
of early grant villages also confirm this fact. The Dalavaipuram plates refer to a land 
lying close to Nercura and Asinadu. (Kovilpatti taluk) The Srivaramangalam plates 
refer to the village Vélangulam in Tenkalavali nadu (Sivagangai Taluk. The Sivakasi 
plates refer to a grant in Mélavémbu nadu® ie. to the western part of Tirunelveli 
Taluk. Kovilpatti a dry red upland area had an inscription of Marafijadaiyan indicating 
its early settlement’ The epigraphic evidence examined also confirm the location of 
occupied townships in Mudukulattiir, Aruppukkottai taluks, and in the arid tracts 

  

24. Pandyan Copper plates Ten p 128 

25. Ibid p 60 

26. Ibid p 206 

27. 297/941 

203-6--2:
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of Sankarankoil or Dindugal taluks. While therefore settlements were not confined 

to the riverine tracts the density of population should have been comparatively less 

in the townships formed in early times in the uplands. This view is strengthened by 

the historical fact that the dry uplands were very largely occupied during Vijayanagar 

and Nayak times. Dry cultivation of cotton, pulses, Chillies and Corriander picked 

up in that period, harnessing tanks and water harvesting of the rains. Dindugal taluk, 

in Madurai and Kovilpatti taluk in Tirunelvéli district can be cited as proof. It should 

be noted, however, assiduous efforts to construct anicuts across streams and lead the 

water into tanks or build tanks in rain fed tracts for water harvesting were even practised 

even in early times. Chieftains like Iruppaikkudi Kilavan initiated such public works. 

Works which were incomplete or damaged were completed or renovated by the scions 

of the family in the next generation. The founding of the Brahmadeéyas and the Devadana 

grants were themselves instruments for extending’ cultivation and bring land to 

productive use. The spread of cultivation and settlements was a continuous process, 

extending right upto the present. The pressure of population and growing needs would 

have rendered the use of even sub-marginal lands to be of increasing marginal utility. 

As stated already Valanadus were in existence even prior to the Cola conquest 

of the Pandya kingdom. But after that conquest the Cola times had witnessed quite 

a few changes. These changes can be ascribed (i)to the reign of Rajaraja I (AD 985- 

1014) (ii) to the Céla Pandyas (AD 1017-1040) and (iii)during the reign of Kulottunga 

1 (AD 1070-1122). The changes have resulted in, perhaps, aimed at the larger formation 

of Valanddus, comprising therein several Nadus. 

The reason could be this. The Pandyan Kingdom was compact. Nadus and even 

Valanadus were small (hardly of the size of a Block in present day administrative 

phraseology). The proximity of the king and his frequent touring (as of Jat. Kulasekhara, 

Jat. Srivallabha and Mara. Sundara 1) had kept them in touch with the Nadus and 

the people. 

During the Cola period with the Cola Pandya Viceroy located at Madurai, it 

was perhaps more necessary OF conducive to group the nadus into larger territorial 

divisions. There does not, however, appear to be any special bureaucracy or hierarchy 

of officers for the Valanadus as distinct from officials in the Nadus. Also the Nadus 

have continued to exist and the location of village is referable to it with the additionality 

of Valanadus. 

The available evidence, somewhat satisfying for Tirunelveli District and less so 

for Ramanathapuram and the least satisfying for Madurai when tabulated and analysed 

yield _the following results. 

28. On this aspect please see the author's “Land grants and agrarian reactions-Lect. Madras University 

publication 1987.
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Name of Valanadus” 

Parantaka valanadu 

Amudaguna valanadu All in Tiruccendar 

Manavira valanadu Srivaikuntam taluks 

Srivallabha valanadu 

Valudi valanadu 

A Maranjadaiyan inscription of the 4th year refers toa Brahmadéya in the Nattar 
command called Vaikunta valanadu and the Mahasabhaiyar of the place is mentioned. 
Kalakkudi is said to be in Pandi Marttanda valanadu in the reign of Rajasimha III 
(907-925). 

In Rajaraja I’s reign 
Rajaraja valanadu 

Mulli nadu (west) } Ambasamudram Taluk 
Mulli nadu (east) 

Kila vembu nadu - Tirunelveli Taluk 

Nattarruppokku - Nangunéri Taluk 

Others like Kil kalakkiirram, Sri Vallava valanadu and Kudanadu, are located 
as in ‘Rajaraja Pandi nadu’, or Mandalam. Excepting the name given for so wide 
an area extending from Kovilpatti to Ambasamudram and Nangunéri, no territorial 
re-distribution seems to have occured. ‘‘Kil Kalakkurram’’ however, is said to be in 
‘‘Trattapadi Konda Cola valanadu’’ in a fragment of an inscription of Vira Rajendra’s 
reign in Sivalapperi.>* 

In the Cola Pandya times a conspicuous re-organisation had taken place. The 
available data are tabulated below : 

Mudikonda Cola valanadu 

Kurumarai Nadu - Tenkasi taluk 

  

29. SII XIV 16a Varaguna II Pandya's inscription at Tiruccendir. 

30. SIU XIV No, 19 Tirukkurungudi. This is ascribed to AD 760. 

30A.ARE 415/1906.
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Mulli nadu (west) - Ambasamudram Taluk 

Kilavembu_ nadu - Tirunelveli Taluk 

Melvembu nadu - Tirunelveli Taluk 

Ari nadu - Sankarankdil Taluk 

Kallaga nadu - Sankarankoil Taluk 

Nercura nadu - Sankarankoil Taluk 

Siirahgudi nadu - Kovilpatti Taluk 

However, the eastern half Ambasamudram also called Mulli nadu (‘East’ added 
by me to distinguish it) is constituted into a separate Valanadu, in Uttama Cola valanadu. 
But there is another Uttama Cola valanadu comprising the following : 

Nattarruppokku - Nanguneéri 

Tiruvaludi nadu - Srivaikuntam 

Kuda nadu - Tiruccendur 

Kuda nadu in A.D. 1023 is located in a separate Rajendra Cola valanadu. But 
in Maravarman Vikrama Cola-Pandya’s reign it gets included in Uttama Cola valanadu. 
If the two Valanadus of the same name are identical then it traversed from the eastern 
half of the Ambasamudram Taluk, southward in Nanguneri, and proceeded east to 

Tiruchendur and Srivaikuntam taluks. Further evidence to confirm this hypothesis is 
however needed. 

But Cola names are promptly dropped and the old names were restored with 
the rise of the Pandyas. For example, Tiruvaludi valanadu drops its Cola rechristening 
as Uttama Cola valanadu. 

In Kulottunga’s time the Mudikonda Cola valanadu had included Kilavembu 
nadu (Tirunelveli taluk) 

Kilkalakkurram (Tirunelveli Tk.) 

Parantaka valanadu (Srivaikuntam Tk.) 

Tiruvaludi valanadu (Srivaikuntam Tk.) 

But Kuda nadu continued to be in Uttama Cola valanadu as it was in the reign 
of Mar. Vikrama Cola Pandya.
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In Ramanathapuram district after the advent of the Colas the following changes 
are noticeable. It too formed part of Rajaraja Pandi nadu. The tract to the South and 
east of Madurai was named as ‘‘Madurantaka Valanadu’’. [1 comprised the following 
Nadus in the Cola-pandya regime : 

Anma nadu - 

Trunjo nadu - 

Punga nadu - 

Vembu nadu - 

Manavira valanadu - 

Alagiya Pandya Kulakkil - 

Vadatalaiccembu - 

Rajapalaiyam taluk 

Sattur 

Aruppukkottai 

Aruppukkottai 

Sivagangai 

Mudukulattur 

In the reign of Kulottunga [, the following nadus are found added to Madurantaka 
valanadu. 

Malli nadu - 

Karuntlakkudi - 

Sundarapandya valanadu_ - 

Srivilliputtur 

Sattur 

Mudukulattur 

This made for geographical continuity and cohesion. 

Rajendra Cola valanadu 

  

Karungudi Paramakkudi - Sivagangai 

Tenkalavali Sivagangai 

Kalavali Sivagangal - Tiruppattur 

Milalai kurram Arantangi Taluk 

Kil, Naduvil | Tirumeyyam Taluk 

Vadapamparu 
Puramalai Tiruppattur 

Adalaiyur 

ColaPandya valanadu 

Mel Iraniya muttam - Madurai taluk 

Vadapimpéiny is saidto be in Géyavinédavalanidu in the reign of Kuldttunga
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The reassertion of the authority of the Pandyas could not tolerate the continuance 
of the names like Madurantaka valanadu. It was changed as Madurodaya valanadu, 
Rajaraja Pandinadu or Pandimandalam becomes merely Pandimandalam. 

The Rajendra Cola valanadu was dropped, and a new Nadu, Keralasinga valanadu 
comprised the following : 

Perumbu 

Adalaiyur 

Tena okk enarruppokku Tiruppattir taluk 
Kalvayil 

Kilkundaru 

Colapandya valanadu 

A new radu Rajagambhira valanadu was formed by Jat. Kulasekhara-I on his 
granting a Brahmadéya, Rajagambhira Cm, in his 26th year (AD 1216). 

This Valanadu had comprised several townships in the former Nadus - Kiranur, 

Panangalir, Tiyandaikudi, Merkudi, and Purapparalai.* 

The Tiruppivanam copper plates which bring out the formation of this new 

Valanadu is significant. It lists several villages comprised in the above Nadus. The 

old land grants to the temples (Dévadanas) and Jains shrines (Pailiccandam) and 

Karanmai (occupied holdings) were excluded and on the remaining lands the occupancy 

was extinguished (Munnudaiyarum, Palamperum, Vellan Vagaiyum mudalum 

thavirthu) and the land demand from the occupants and dues therefrom were given 

up and the whole was reconstructed as one Nadu, one Ur one holding (oru nadum 

oru irum, oru puravum akki). The grant viilage was large enough to form a separate 

Valanadu in this case. 

The formation of the Valanddu as of the Urs or grant villages had aimed at 

preserving the integrity of the tenure of the lands/villages comprised therein. The same 

principle can be deduced from a record of AD 1322. Lands comprising Sakaraneri in 

Taniyanai Virapandya Cm, a Brahmadéya in Arinadu to one mudali of the king from 

Arukaikunrathur who had agreed to pay the (Vadakkadamai) immutable demand to 

the deity of Vikramapandisvaramudaiya nayanar in Colapuram. Sakaraneri so sold was 

separated from the tax register of the mother village, Virapandya Cm in Arinadu 

  

3. EL XXV pp 104-106
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and added to the holdings of the deity of Colapuram in Anmanadu” Perhaps on the 
same analogy the lands held by chieftains (Nadalvan) like Kalavali, Adalaiyur were 
also formed into nadus as Jivitaparru. 

The evidence from Madurai district is scanty. 

In Rajaraja’s reign Madurantaka valanadu had included Tenkallaga nadu 
(Tirumangalam taluk). As noticed above, the name of the Valanadu was changed by 
the Pandyas into Madurodaya valanadu. 

In Cola Pandya times, the Rajéndra Cola valanadu had included 

Kil Iraniyamuttam ] Madurai 
Mel Iraniyamuttam north & south 

Other Nadus like Alanadu and Tenkallaga nadu were merely repeated indicating 
their location in Rajaraja mandalam but no Valanddus are given. The same is the 
case with the Nadus in Palani taluk where the Kongu Colas held sway. 

Two reasons militate against the marking of the Cola valanadu divisions in the 
maps. First the name changes from Rajaraja’s time to that of Cola Pandya rulers and 
later in Kulottunga’s reign. Secondly they were mostly dropped after the Pandyas had 
regained the Kingdom. Hence only the names of Valanadus that were stable are noted 
in the maps. Moreover the available evidence is inadequate to reproduce the Valanadu 
and their spread with some certainty. 

Undoubtedly some changes are noticed in the location of villages. Kattarimangalam 
was in Srivallabha valanadu in the 9th century® but it figures in Amudaguna valanadu 
from the Ul" century.* Kurrilamainadu seems to be a later formation separated from 
Tenvarinadu in the 15" century, Vitarana Vinoda valanadu (near about Tenk4si) seems 
to be a similar addition in later Pandya times. Korkai nadu is noticed to have been 
separated from Kudanadu. The Nadus were generally named after the principal village 
important enough at the time (eg, Nercuram) but some have taken names after the 
rulers (Manavira, Rajagambira etc.) Some others are named with reference to the 
geographical location (Puramalai, Tirumalai, Ki] [raniyamuttam, etc.) But frankly, some 
are inexplicable as in Uttamapalayam Taluk,* like Alanadu. 
  

32. SI XXVI. 514 For the formation of a single revenue village of scattered parcels. Please see the author’s 
“Rajendra Vinnagar’’ p. 12. Similar cases are also noticed in SII XIV - 157 & SII XIV - 161. 

33. Sil XIV 16 A 

34. Ibid 250 

35. There are no Salt pans there, and Dr. Subbarayalu’s surmise does not fit in, (Ibid p 31). But it might 
suit the Alarru nadu in Mudukulattir taluk.
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The craze for the change of place names is pronounced. Sometimes the places 

were named after a principal donor or benefactor who helped in regranting a village 

endowed but resumed or lapsed. Colapuram in Srivilliputtur Taluk was named after 

Uttama Colapperiyan, one such benefactor. 

Place names too got changed with the changes in the fortunes of dynasties but 

the earlier names were restored when the displaced Pandyas reasserted themselves. 

Vembattur was renamed as Uttama Cola Cm in Kulcttunga I’s time.* In the reign 

of Jatavarman Kulasékhara I it was again renamed as Sri Kulasekhara Cm.” 

Srivilliputtir was renamed as Vikrama Cola Cm® in the Cola times but that 

was dropped after the Pandyas of the Second Empire rose to power. 

Some of the townships were composite. Colapuram was both a Brahmadeya and 

a Nagara.” Tirunelvéli had comprised two Brahmadeyas (at different times of grant) 

Kulasékhara Cm and Anavaradadana Cm Sivapuri (Tiruppattur) had a Brahmadeya 

and a Nagara constituents. Tirukostiyut was a Dévadana-Brahmadeya. 

To complete the evolution of the territorial divisions, in the Vijayanagar times 

a superimposition of the Sima (tract) (from Sima in Telugu - land) or M agani, Usavadt 

came to be added. Tiruppattir sirmai, Viravanallir magani, can be cited as illustrations” 

It now remains to examine some of the views expressed by scholars in the light 

of the evidence gathered. Dr. Subbarayalu has done a good piece of original work 

relating to the Political Geography of the Cola country. He has adduced evidence and 

critically examined original texts and argued his way to conclusions. He also rightly 

stresses the utility of a compact tract and periodisation as prerequisites for such a 

study.’ But his observation that ‘there is no record expressly referring to regrouping 

or rearranging of any Nadu would need revision in the light of the evidence marshalled 

here from the Pandyan kingdom. But that such instances are far and few between 

is correct. Such rearrangement could have largely followed the grant of the land or 

tract cutting across the Nadus. 

Dr. Subbarayalu does not subscribe to the view that the nadu had comprised 

the variety of townships - like the Brahmadeéya, the Devadana, the Ur and the Nagara. 

  

36. 330 / 59-60 

37, 331 / 59-60 

38 551-1926. 

39. SII-xxvi - 522. 

40, On this aspect more can be seen in “Towards a new formation’ by Dr. Noboru Karashima (OUP\1992) 

AL Opcit. - T. N. State Dept. of Archaeology - p4.
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He seems to rest this on the concept that the term ‘Nattar’ referred to the Vellanvagai 

holders of the Vellala caste, to the exclusion of the Brahmadeya Kilavar and other 

occupants. 

The term ‘Nadu’’ has two denotations, First it was a geographical area, marking 

a unit of a territorial division. The concept certainly admits of the territorial area 

of nadu as consisting of the variety of townships of different: tenures. The Nagara, 

the Brahmadeéya, the Dévadana and the Ur are all relatable to the Nadu in which 

it is situated otherwise the ubiquitous adjunct......... nattu. ‘‘Innattu’’, ‘‘Brahmadeyam’”’, 

‘‘Nagaram’’ has no meaning, The clinching evidence is afforded by the Sivakasi plates 

of the Vira Pandya. The grant village of 3 vélis of wet land, the habitat 10 ma, renamed 

as ‘‘Sasanamangalam’’ was granted as ‘Ekabhoga Brahmadeya’. It was circumambulated 

by the elephant and it was sequestered from the uranmai (Le. the village revenue and 

holdings account) and made into a separate unit and added to the ‘Nattanmai’” 

(Sasana mangalamena Véerru perudaiyaday Ekabhoga Brahmadeyamay pidi 
Sulvittu uranmayil véronrakki nattanmatyodudan kutt) 

The term ‘Nadu’ has another significance referring to the collective body of 
the Nadu, consisting of its occupants the ‘Nattar. In this sense, it may refer to the 
Vellalar or Vellanvagai occupants in some instances specifically cited by Dr. 
Subbarayalu, as the Mannargudi inscription of Rajaraja IL clearly conveys. 

The Nattar of the ad joining Nadus were invariably pressed into service as Samantas 
while demarcating a grant village. The Dalavaipuram plates use the term ‘Nattar’ in 
this sense சட்ட Nattarum Maccuruvalam ana Virendra Nercuranattu nattarum 
udanagi ninrellai katta® 

The Nattars’ function was to implement grants, to demarcate boundaries, fix 
the stones and plant prickly pear and publicise the grant“ and admit the grantees to 
possession of the land so granted. 

The usage of the Natrar as a general term to refer to the occupants ts also noticed. 
This is illustrated by the Kaficipuram inscription cited by Prof. Sastri,* and by the 
use of the term in the Periyalvar’s, stanza cited already and in Tiruvasagam “‘Nattar 
  

42. L. 67 -L. 71 Pandya copper plates Ten: p 192 Tami] varalarru Kalagam 1967. 

43, Opcit p 128 Dalavaipuram plates. 

44. SII II p 516; Bahir grant for a vidyasthana. A vatteluttu inscription of the 8th century found at 
Kulasékharapuram (Sattir taluk) states it was the boundary-stone for the residential locality of the 
Brahmins at Mannargudi. (ARE 254/11977-78). 

45. ARE 556 of 1919. 

AAS சூ ஆ.
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nagai seyya’’.* It is not uncommon that the same term can convey different denotatiors 
especially in Tamil and Sanskrit, or any other language for that matter. The explanation 
afforded above perfectly reconciles the interpretation of the term ‘Nadu’ by Prof. Sastri” 
and the meaning attributed to the word Nattar’ by Dr. Subbarayalu. In other words, 
the term ‘nattar’ can be interpreted in terms inclusive of the Vellala occupants in 
the nadu; the term Nadu cannot apply to the occupied townships of Vellalas alone. 

Whether the term ‘‘Natrar’’ refers in general to the residents or occupants within 
a nadu or to the vellala or Vellanvagai revenue paying occupants specifically can only 
be construed with reference to the context in which the term occurs. 

It is indeed relevant to quote Dr. Karashima’s observations from his latest book 

‘‘Subbarayalu once suggested that the Natrar or (Ndttavars) of the Cola times 
would have been Vellala land holders and this interpretation may apply to the 
Vijayanagar Nattavar also to a certain extent. However, we have evidence that in 
Vijayanagar times they seem to have included other communities also. The Tevir 
inscription speaks of the Nattavars of the nadu which inclided Brahmadeya tenure 
together with someother tenures and we have a Pandyan inscription in Ratnagiri 
(Tiruchirappalli district) mentioning Urali Nattavar which means the Nattavars of the 
Uralt community. It seems therefore that the nattavar of this period belonged to a 
diverse community’, What is true of the adult-to adopt Max Weber’s phrase - could 
also be true of the youth. The modern mind craves for exclusive denotations. These 
would have only confounded the medieval age which throve on the definiteness of 
their concepts. 

Before this chapter is concluded it may be pertinent to point out that this study 
affords the basis for further investigation of some new aspects. They can only be 
indicated here. 

Examples can be easily cited for the nativity of the officials who attest and 
convey royal orders. A grant made to the temple of Rajéndra Vinnagar in the 13th 
year 39th day of Jat Sundara Cola Pandya, the Viceroy of Rajéndra Céla-I was 
authenticated by the following” 

The oral orders of the King were conveyed by Tirumandira Olai Kaliyan 
Namasivayam of Kacciram in Arvalakkurram in Arunmolidéva valanadu in 
Colamandalam. 

The Thirumandira Olai Nayagam also hailed from the Cola mandalam, but from 
46. Tamil Lexicon p 2205 

47, KAN. Sastri - ~The Colas’* 1984. p 503. 

4% Towards a new formation - Noboru Karashima (OUP) 1992-pp. 153-154 The term ‘Urali” whether 
it refers to a “community” or those who attend to the township affairs is meant will bear a recheck. 

48A. SIT XIV 145, Mannirkdil.
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the Uttama Céla nallir in Nenmali nadu. Another Jayangonda Cola Brahmadirayan, 

a Brahmin officer hailed from Ayudasahaya Cm in Tiraimur nadu (T iruvidaimarudur) 

in Uyyakkondar valanadu.” 

Among the lower officials the following occur - 

Adikarikal : 

Adisaya Pandya muvendra velan alias 

SOlaikumaranar, the kilar of vetei in Mel- In Madurai north Tk. 

Iraniyamuttam in Ra jéndra Cola Valanadu. Madurai Dist. 

Kankani : 

Poduvan Sattan of Semmandai of Parantakanallur 

in Neduvil Kou of Mibbikimam of Ragndra Co Varad 

Mukavetti : 

Arantangi Tk. 
Pudukkottai Dist. 

in Sivagangai Tk. 
Ramanathapuram Dist. 

Tongal Araisu’ of Cola Pandya Nallur in 
Tenkalavali nadu in Rajendra Cola Valanadu. | 

These details by themselves are valuable. But 
unless corroborative testimony of 16 

inscriptions in the specific locations are 
forthcoming it is difficult to be certain 
about the identity of the places. 

In fact these details are adequate enough to warrant a separate line of investigation. 

Once the historical geography is discerned and fairly settled, it will be interesting 

to investigate the official, change of the officers who authenticate the grant documents, 

their nativity, and the area in which the grant land is located. 

A second aspect will be to investigate as in the Cola, ColaPandya periods, the 

extraction of the officials according to the higher or lower designation whether from 

the Cola kingdom or the Pandyan tract. The instance cited above seems to suggest 

the higher officials translating the King’s oral orders were from the Cola mandalam 

while the lower communicating officials were drawn from the Pandyan tract, but 

from outside the nadu to which the grant order was relatable. This should remain 

at present only an impressionistic hypothesis yet to be tested by a detailed inductive 

process after collecting evidence. 

49. Political Geography: Subbarayalu p 108 

203-6—3a
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A third aspect for further investigation is conditioned by the availability of 
chronologically contiguous evidence. The data thrown up under the first two aspects 
would lead to the identification of the places of nativity and the persons. Thereafter 
whether in a given period there is any change or transfer of officials and over a 
period whether the office is inherited by succession by scions of the same family 
can also be examined. 

Within the scope of the present study these aspects can only be thrown up for 
Separate investigation. 

Note : The evidence has been chronologically arranged as far as ascertainable. 
The identity and chronology of the Pandyan rulers (early and medieval) 
is still beset with unsettled problems, and hence where the ruler’s identity 
and date are not definite, the name and the regnai year available are 
given.
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INDEX OF NADUS AND THE TALUKS IN WHICH THEY ARE 
LOCATED IN MADURAI DISTRICT 

SENGUDI NADU 

TENKALLAGA NADU 

TENMUTTA_ NADU 
(in MADURODAYA VALANADU) 

KUDI NADU 

PAGANUR KURRAM 

MADURODAYA VALANADU 

KUNNATTUR NADU 

KILIRANIYAMUTTAM 

MELIRANIYAMUTTAM 

TENPARAPPU NADU 

VADAPARAPPU NADU 

SURAVI NADU 

ANDA NADU 

VAIGAVUR NADU 

PONGALURKKA NADU 

PALLI NADU 

KARAIKKOTTU NADU 

ARRUR NADU 

ADAMBA NADU 

MEL NEDUNGULA NADU 

ALA NADU 

TIRUMANGALAM TALUK 
(SOUTHERN PART) 

TIRUMANGALAM TK 

” 

MADURAI SOUTH 

MADURAI SOUTH & NORTH 

MADURAI SOUTH EXTENDED 
INTO SIVAGANGAI TK. OF 
RAMANATHAPURAM Dt 

MADURAI NORTH 

” 

” 

MELUR & MADURAI NORTH 

MELUR (?) 

PALANI TK 

” 

” 

DINDIGUL 

” 

(SITTADAYYAN KOTTAD 

DINDIGUL 

PERIYAKULAM TK 

PERIYAKULAM TK & 
UTTAMAPALAYAM TK
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