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PREFACE

The history of Tamil Nadu can be traced from the Pre-historic
period with the chain of discoveries made by Sir Robert Bruce
Foote, who accidentally discovered a stone tool at Pallavaram
in the year 1863 CE, followed by the finding of number of artefacts in
and around Poondi, near Chennai. This tremendous breakthrough in the
field of Pre-historic archaeology pushed back the antiquity of man in
Tamil Nadu to more than half a million years. Subsequently, various sites
were explored and excavated by different agencies in Tamil Nadu. The
Archaeological Survey of India, Tamil Nadu State Department of
Archaeology, Madras University, Tamil University, Tanjore and other
organisations were actively involved in bringing to lime light the historical
importance of Tamil Nadu. A

Since then the Department has identified and carried out
excavations at historically important sites. It has so far excavated 27
sites and unearthed various artefacts. Some of the excavated sites have
also been converted into site museums and the antiquities collected in
the excavations are displayed there. Kovalanpottal, Anamalai, Thondi,
Korkai, Pallavamedu, Boluvampatti, Panayakulam, Kurumbanmedu,
Palayarai, Kannanur, Alagankulam, and Perur are some of the important
sites which have yielded excellent artefacts confirming the location of
the ancient capitals, trade centers and their relationship between south
India and north India and between ancient Tamil Nadu and Rome. Though
the Mesolithic (Microlithic) period artifacts were discovered far south in
the Teri sites of Tirunelveli, it is for the first time that microlithic stone
tools were found in the excavations at Tiruthangal and Mangudi. Hence,
to continue the chain of occurrences, it was proposed to carryout
excavation in the northwestern part of Tamil Nadu where many Neolithic
stone implements were found during exploration.

Two sites, namely Modur and Andipatti were selected for carrying
out excavation during the financial year 2004-05,. The Government of
Tamil Nadu was pleased to allot Rs.5.00 lakhs under Part II scheme and
approved the excavation. Modur is about 15 km from Dharmapuri town
in Palacode Taluk of Dharmapuri District. The antiquity of Modur village
goes back to the Neolithic age (about 10,000 years). Three distinct
habitation mounds were identified by the Archaeological Officer of this
district during field exploration. In the surface collection, the site yielded
large number of Black and Red ware, Red ware, Black ware, Red slipped
ware, few Grey ware, and potteries of the Megalithic Period (about 3000






