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“PRELUDE”

“THIRUPPUNGUR?” as it is called, is famous
for its Siva Temple. The name and fame of this
temple is unique in the annals of the ancient history
of Tamil Nad. Gnanasambandar, Sundaramoorthy
Nainar and Thirunavukkarasu have sung the glories
of the main deity Sri Sivaloganathar. The place has all
the unique features of a sacred place namely, THALAM,
MoorTHY and THEERTHAM. The art and architecture,
Cleanliness and compactness the purity and sanctity of
this temple together with its historical and mythological
importance attract the men and women from far
and near.

The biggest Nandhi, huge in size and rich in style
and architecture moved aside in order to answer the
call ‘of the great Harijan Saint Nandanar, so that he
may have the clear Dharsan of Sri Sivaloganathar. The
one and the only epic of this kind has taken place at
this sacred place. Nandanar, who had made up his
mind to leave behind a permanent mark of honour and
homage to the temple, prayed at the altar of Sri
. Sivaloganathar.  Thereupon the blessings of God,
came in the shape of Vigneswarar, who with the help
of demons, made a biggest tank in the backside of
the temple in one night which is named after
‘Nandanar”. There is another tank in the front side of
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the temple, which is named after/ I;Rdyfa who has al}
said to have worshipped in this anée‘ﬁt shrine. /‘T
il 4" A

Sundaramoorthy, during hi@ %Jlgmmégé to His®
place, paid a voluntary visit to“KJal;lkkanaLs»how
at Perumangalam, the adjoining \lgllagb and © thﬂr
misunderstandings were cleared and they-'h&ve made
considerable improvements in this temple into hand
in hand. Sundarar was able to convince the then
Chola King and got 24 velis of land in the name
of God, for getting rains in the famine — sticken
Chola region. The songs of Sundarar are there to
prove the episode.

The proverbial seven virgins, Agasthiar, Brahma,
Indra, Rajendra Chola, Chandran, Sooryan, Pathanjali,
Vyagrapadhar, Chirsabesa Cholar, Viranmeenda-
nayanar, Kallikkanar and Nandanar have worshipped in
this place. The timely and splendid blessings of God
can be had by all in all places and at all times. But to
see, to enjoy and worship in this particular place will
be a red letter day in anybody’s life.

The latest thiruppani was done by Sri T. K. M.
Chidambaram Chettiar of Kanadukathan before 50
years at a cost of nearly 5 lakhs. The temple was
brought into the control of Kumbakonam Temple
committee in the year 1938 when.a Paid Officer was
appointed as per scheme framed thereunder.
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Now the temple is uuder the immediate control
of the H. R. & C. E. (Adm.) Department and there
are three trustees namely T. RM. Ct. Lakshmanan
Chettiar, S. N. Sreenivasa Reddiar, G. Radhakrishnan,
M. A. B. L., and an Executive Officer to look after the

administration.

Executive Officer.
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