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Sri Vedantha Desika
(1268 A.D. — 1369 A.D.)

by Vallimedu Veeravally
Veeraraghavachary

[Retd. Examiner of Accounts of
Municipal Corporation,
Secunderabad-26 (A. P.)]

N-te ;—To enable non Tamil Asthikas also to
understand and appreciate the grestness
of this versatile Acharya, this English
article is given in this book)

Greatness of Sri Ved nta D.sila

Sri Vedanta Desika was foremost in introducing the
three language formula in Bharatha Varsha. He has
written works in Prakrith, Sanskrit and Tamil. For his
works in prose he adopted Manipravala, mixture of
Sanskrit and Tamil words with Tamil alphabets supple-
mented by Sanskrit (Grantha) alphabets and they were
for the benefit of the Asthikas of the North and Sounih.

His Teachings

His teachings are essentially based on Prasthana-
traya viz., Upanishads, Gita and Brabma Sutras. No doubt
these were differently interpreted by Sri Sankara,
Bhagawad Ramanuja and Sri Madhwacharya, due to the
condition that existed at their respective periods but
Nigamantha Maha Desika by Samanvaya (by reconcilia-
tion) overcame the so-called difference and wrote and
proved the indisputability and soundness of Sri Rama-
nuja’s doctrine.
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He belonged to the order or Sriman Nathamuni, the
first Pontiff of Sri Vaishnavism,Yamunamani (Alavandar)
and Ramanujamuni (1017—1137 A.D.). He (1268—1369
A.D.) by his Grantias (works) in the three languages in
prose poetry and gadyas put the teaching handed over
to him by this Acharya Parampara in such a way that
both the learned and the laymen could follow and put
them into practice. Whereas for the purpose of attain-
ing Moksha, final bliss that is brought about by Karma
(action) Gnana (knowledge), and Bhakti (devotion)
Yogas, he insisted on disciplined life based on the order
of Socicty one belongs; for the persons ungqualified for
these he advocated Prapathi Yoga, doctrine of absolute
self-surrender to God. This doctrire is as ancient as the
Upanishads and the Gita has proclaimed it to be thefinal
article of faith and is open tc all and sundry without
distinction of caste, creed or sex (Abhayam Sarva
Boothebhyo).

Vedas of Sanckrit origin revealed by Rishis of Yore
are interpreted by Alwars in Tamil, the regional lang-
uage, in the light of their own mystic experience, in
their Divya-Prabandhas. The commestary on the
concluding portion of this is called Bhagavad Vishaya.
The Visishtadvaita system draws inspiration from both
and is therefore, known as Ubhaya (twin) Vedanta.
Commentaries of Sri Ramanuja on Prasthanathraya
known as Sri Bhashya (on Brahma Sutras), Vedantha
Sangraha and Gita Bhashya were further comment-
ed upon, skillfully, by Sri Desika overcoming all criti-
cisms that were put forward during the intervening
period of a century and half. For the same reason he
has produced commentaries on Bhagavad Vishaya. The
essence of everything he has written in Tamil finds
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place in his Sanskrit writings. His magnum opus in
Manipravala is the Rahasyatrayasara though he has
written several vther minor Rahasyus with the object of
explaining the truth.

The three Rahasyas emphasised by him are Ashtaa-
kshara, Dvaya and Charamasloka. Proper understand-
ing of them requires the guidance of an Acharya, Guru.
The distinction between Achith, Chith and Eswara i.e.,
the destructable body, Atma in it, and Paramatma,
Bhagavan must be clearly understood. Atma is again
classified under three heads viz., Biddhas, Muktas and
Nithyas. Baddhas are the common people haviug circle
of rebirths depending on their Punya and Papa. Libe-
rated souls who have attained eternal bliss are Mukthas
and after attaining this stage they are treated as equal to
Nityas in all respects. Nithyas are those who
are eternally near Him enjoying complete bliss
from which there is no coming back to the cycle of
births and rebirths. For aitaining a stage equal to
Nithyas as indicated above, Supreme Bhakti (love to
HiIM) leading to Prapathi, self-surrender to HIM, is
pecessary. HE is Vasudeva, Indweller in all
created beings. HE is Kesava, Lord of Brahma and
Siva. HE is Sriman Narayana on Whom everything
depends and from Whom this universe is created,
maintained and adsorbed. He is Pundarikaksha, witnes—
ser of everything and showering His Grace on the
virtuous. ‘

Kesava should not be equated with other Gods and
not to be ignored. Nithyakarma and Naimithyaka
Karmas i.e., routine code of conduct and action on
specific occasions should be perfosmed meticulously,
realising that the Indweller of the minor Gods referred
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to in the course of such Karmas is the Supreme Vasu-
deva, Kesava, Narayana, Pundarikaksha, He being the
Head of the Joint family of Gods. If it is not possible
to perform them due to various physical disabilities one
necd not feel sorry and should abandon unauthorised
means. Bhagawsn in His Charama Slokas has assured
that sias of such a Prapanna would be wiped out and
that i~ would be led to Moksha, (Paramapada) by Him
by His infinite mercy, prompted by the Purushakara
(recommmendation) r f His inseparable Divine Sree Maha
Lalshmi. Sriman-Narayana with His Divya Ayudhasand
Pari Janas who are His part manifestation bestows on
the Rhakta what all he desires.

Desika’s Mandate

Desika wanted every one to do his duty and earn so
that all his spare time and savings could be spent in the
services of God. One should study Sree Bhashyam,
(commentaries on Brahma Sutras) and also the other
two subjects of Prasthana traya, Bhagavadvishaya and
Rahasyatraya Sara, putthem into practice and propagate
them to others. Persons not able to do this should visit
sacred places, provide money and means for the func-
tioning of the temples and the charities there. If thisis
not feasihle they should spend spare time on meditation
in the light of Dvaya Manthra and on hearing and
enjoying the history of the sacred souls and treat
Bakthas with dne respect. God considers disrespect or
insult to Hi« Bhakthas (devotees) as an act of inexcusa-
. ble sin.

Ewphasis on Idol Worship
Of the five roopas of Vasudeva viz., Para, Vyuha
Vibhava, Subalayas or Archa and Antaryamin (in the



cg@m S@id i G,g@s;m 71

heart of every one), Desika laid more emphasis on
worship in Subh:layas, He traveiled widely all aver
India paying respects to Bhagawun in Archa Ronpa (in
Temples).

His Birth, Parentage, and High Erudition

He was born by the grace of Srecnivasa of Tirumalai
on His Thirunakshatram Sravanum (on the concluding
day of His holy festival, Brahmotsavamj in the inonth
of Purattasi (Bhadrapada) in 1268 A.D. (This year the
birthday falls on 2-10-1968.)

He was named by his parents as Venkatanatha. He
is considered an amsa of Ghanta (a hand bell in the
sanctum sanctorum) of the Lord ot the Seven Hills and
he is also known as Ghantaavatara. Later in his life he
visited the temple and engaged himself in His Kain~
karyam, for a long time. While engrossed in his service
to Seshachalapathy he wrote Daya Sathakam of 108
Slokas on H.s Grace. His services in this temple were
continued by Brahmatantra Swatantra Swamy originally
known as Veeravally Perarulalan of Koundanya Gothra.

Desika was born of high par entage, staunch follo-
wets of Ramanuja at Thoppul in Kancheepuram. He is
also referred to as Thoppul Pillai. He finished his study
of all sastras in both languages and Sampradaya
Granthas under equally worthy Acharyas, before he was
tweaty. He has written several Granthas dedicated to
Varadaraja and He was his personal Deity. In token of
his work “Thirchchinna Malai”” Varadaraja Bhagawan
presented him one of his Thiruchchinnams and hence
in this temple only one is used unlike tweo in other
Temples. His son Varadacharya was his first disciple,
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Securing the Grace of Lord Sri Hayagriva

At Thiruvaheendirapuram he secured the grace of
Hayagreeva by his pemance. He wrote his first work
Sree Hayagreeva Sthothra here and he has referred to
Him in several Granthas, as source of intuition. Idols
of Sree Hayagreeva which Ramanuja obtained from
Saraswathi, to be his personal Deity during his life-time,
passed down through the line of diseiples to Desika.
Hayagreeva became his personal Deity (in addition to
Varada) and Desika carried Them for his daily worship
wherever he went. On one occasion Desika had no
food offering to Hayagreeva and with very great reluc-
tance he finished his day’s pooja offering only water.
A white horse, started consuming all the gram that was
to be harvested in the fields of a Vysya gentleman of
the locality. When Desika saw the commotion in the
place due to the appearance of the white horse which
was strange to them, he requisitioned some milk for
Nivedana to the Deity in his possession and when the
offering was finished the Divine Horse disappeared.
White foams from His mouth dropped on the site in
heaps of gram which He was consuming and the grams
continued to remain silvery and that village is now
known as ““Vellimedu’’. This Hayagreeva Vigraha was
passed on to Brahmatantra swamy and is now in Parakala
Mutt, Mysore.

His several Stotras and Achievements

Earlier, while at Tiruvaheendirapuram he kad
his upasana of Garuda fulfilled. It was Sri Garuda
Bhagawan who initiated the Hayagriva Mantra to
Him and it was with the help of this Mantra that
Sri Desika was able to have Darshan of Lord Sri
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Hayagriva and obtain His grace in an abundant
measure He composed Garuda Dandaka and
Garuda Panchahasath in praise of Garuda Bhaga-
wan. As Sree Rama and Lakshmana were saved
from Nagapasa of Indrajit, Desika was saved from
the deadly poisonous snakes that were set upon
him by a snake-charmer instigated by bhis oppo-
nents, He was conferred Kavitharkika Simba for
his scholarship and for his capacity resembling a
lion in vanquishing his opponents in debates rela-
ting 1o religious matters

In this place the well which he later construc-
ted in reply to a challenge for his title of Sarva-
thanthraswathantra, is well preserved along with
the house in which he was staying here.

“Raghuveera Gadyam’ besides other works
was produced here.

At Chidambaram, he got the Pooja of Shree
Govindaraja Swamy restored as it was then neg-
lected owing to local religious rivalry.

He spent a major portion of his life-time at
Srirangam imparting secrets of Sree Bashyam and
other Sampradayic literature. With great tact he
saved their commentaries from falling into the
hands of the ethists who were upto destroy every-
thing sacred to Asthikas. In appreciation of his
service in strengthening the Sampradaya (and
thereby pleasing Sree Ranganatha and the Divine
Mother), Desika was conferred the title of Vedan-
thacharya and that of Sarwatanthraswatantra by
Lord Sri Ranganatha and Goddess Ranganayaki
respectively, and he composed here Ethiraja
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Sapthathi, Bhagawadyana Sopanam, Dasavathara
Sthothram. Sudarsana Ashtakam, Sankalpa Suryo-
dhaya in reply to Prabhotha Chandrodaya, Paduka
Sahasram in reply to Pada Kamala Sahasram,
Yadhavabhyudayam in reply to Ramabhyudayam
Hamsa -Sandesam, Subhashithaneevi and other
granthas in the form of message to his followers
far off as also Anushtana Granthas as Sree Vaish-
nava Dinachari, Ahara Niyamam, Tiru Aarathana-
krama, Paramapada Sopanam and several other
works.

He visited in this way several Divya Desas
spreading the Doctrine of self-surrender, writing
treatises on the three Rahasyas and meeting the
criticisms put before him He found no differences
in the meanings of the texts, though views taken
on the texts may differ. Procedural differences,
might have crept in due to conditions existing in
the region, time and changed circumstances. Such
differences are bound to occur and are approved
by sastras. But quarrels arise only when denuncia-
tion or rights and privileges are apprehended.
These were set right by him appealing to the
common-sense of the concerned individuals. For
the ignorant ones Desika put before them truths
in simple Granthas. For the learned ones he has
written works with exhaustive commentary quot=
ing profusely from the Sruties, Smrities, Puranas,
Ithihasas, Divya Prabandas and so on. He con-
vinced those of different philosophical views that
there can be no two truths and how a particular
emphasis given by an Acharya due to the then
existing environments had become obsolete; and



BT SmLd Hyrenr GsPadr 78

by his Samsznvaya (reconciliation) of various
common Texts, he won over several to his fold
winning for himsclf the title of Kavi Tharkika
simha.

His high sonse of detachment (Vairagya)

Desika acquired no wealth. He lived on
«Uncia Vrithi” i.e., from materials contributed to
him for his daily use by his Sishyas and other
worthy Grshasthas. Knowing this, Vidyaranya,
his Sahapati (Class-mate) offered to introduce him
to the Vijayanagara king in whose court he was
himself Asthana Vidwan and secure for him costly
presents. He replied him in a collection of 5 slokas,
known as Vairagya Panchakam, that he was in no
need and that though he had neither ancestral
property nor an acquired one, he had his invalu-
able property at the top of the Hill shrine at
Kancheepuram in the shape of Lord Sri Varada-
raja which was acquired by the Grandfather of the
Universe, viz., Lord Sri Brahma.

On a certain occasion, when Desika was ap-
proached by a Brahmachari (bachelor) for mate-
rial belpfor his marriage he invoked the grace of
Sri Maha Lakshmi bv his Sri Stuti when it began
to shower Kanaka Dhara (Shower of pieces of
gold). The Brahmachari was content with the
gold, just sufficient for his purpose but Desika in-
sisted on his taking away the entire riches bestow-
ed by Sri. These show that Desika was renown-
edﬁ)ot only for his Gnana, but for his Vairagya as
well.
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His Works

He has written 32 Sthothras, 8 Kavyas, 24
Anushtana Sasiras, 32 Rahasyas, 24 Prabandas
and one on Bhagavad Vishayam totalling 121
works in the four languages with identity of mean-
ing and message- No new doctrine was created
and what was coming down, was put down in
various manners as situation necessitated. All of
them are for the betterment of the people.

Successive generation of Acharyas that
followed Sri Desika

His illustrions career ended in 1369 A. D. after
a Sathamanam (century) and a little more. Hints for
his life sketch are found scattered in his works. Bio-
graphies were written by his son Varadacharya,
Prathivathi Bhayankaram Annan, and Brahmatantra
Swamy IT abridged by his successors and this article is
based mostly on the last one.

For the propagation of the Doctrine coming down
from Bhagawan, through a chain of successive Acharyas
e.g., Nathamuni, Yamunacharya and Ramanuja, Desika
left behind him a number of worthy Sishyas with defi-
nite instructions to propagate the Siddhantham, give
Panchasamskara and Bharanyasa to the disciplines of
the fold and train at least one successor to maintain
the chain of Acharyas without a break.

One such institution is the Parakala Mutt already
referred to. Successive Saints of high erudition and
szhaiaxshtphas adorned the Holy Acharya Peetam and
the present Jeer is the thirty fourth Pontiff in this line,
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This also branched out from Ghatikasatham Ammal
(Varadacharya) immediate disciple of Brahmatanthra
Swamy 1. Conspicuous in this line was Gopala Desikan.
It is now represented by Srimad Andavan of Peria
Ashramam and Swamy of Chinna Ashramam of Sri-
rangam besides several Grahastas.

Yet another iostitution was originated by Satako-
pacharya of Thirunarayanapuram. He was very learn-
ed and acquired proficieney in the Sampradhaya from
various sources . He had kalakshepam urder Ghatika-
satham Ammal (Varadacharya) for Sree Bhashyam,
Bhaga wad Vishayam and Rahasyathrayasara. Under
the Divine grace of Lord Sri Lakshmi Narasimha of
Ahobilam he assumed Sanyasi Asrama as the First
swamy of Ahobila Mutt under the Holy Name Sri Audi-
van Satkopa Swamy. This institution is having a
successive line of illustrious Acharyas and the present
Saint is the forty fourth Pontiff in this line.
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SRIMATH VEDANTA DESIKA
AND
HIS LAND OF GLORY

by

C. R. DesikaN, B. Sc.*®
Tiruvaheendirapuram, South Arcot District

On this 70Ist birth-year of Srimad Vendanta Desika,
the greatest of Gurus after Sri Bhagavad Ramanuja, the
entire religious world of Vaishnavism, has a right to rejoice
and celebrate. Why ? The cause is not unknown. For any
doubt in Sri Bhashya or any scripture text, we can find the
answers in one of the several treatises of this Great Acharya.

During the marriage ritual, the Kanya Dana Mantra is
repeated thus: ¢‘For the benefit of seven generations before,
seven generations after me and me included, I am peforming
this gift.” The life of an individual as given in Vedas is
100 years. On that basis one hundred years will “be equal to
one generation. Thus we have seen that this year heralds the

eighth generation of the great preceptor. (Seven generations
are over now.)

Born at Conjeevaram, this Acharya learnt all his religious
teachings from his uncle “ Appullar”., In his ‘“Sankalpa
Suryodaya »’, this Acharya speaks of himself as “one who has
recited the Sri Bhashya of Sri Ramanuja 30 times over”.
This piece of information is significant. His ability to master
all the subjects taught so early in life, shows him as a prodogy.

- Having learnt, he wanted to acquire Grace and spiritual
powers. For this he undertook a penance at the top of the
small hill at Tiruvaheendirapuram village, three miles west
of Tiruppapuliyur, South Arcot District. After some period
of penance the Acharya was blessed with a  Darsan”
Sri Garuda Bhagawan, who in turn, gave upadesam of Sri
Hayagriva Mantra and also presented him with an idol of
this manifestation of God. By the Grace of Sri Lakshmi

® Qur grateful thanks to the learned author.— LIFCO Publishers
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Hayagriva Sri Vedanta Desika attained complete mastery of
knowledge and became the ¢ Sarva-Tantra-Swatantra® which
may be translated as one who is a free master in all arts and
crafts.

The lovely village of Tirnvaheendirapuram which TLord
Sri Devanatha is gracing with his presence in Idol From, had
a profound influence on the Acharya’s later life. We are
told that immediately after the fulfilment of penance, our
Acharya formally worshipped at the temple and was all haste
to return to Conjeevaram (his birth-place). Well, imagine ¥is
surprise, when on the way, a huge serpent refused him way to
proceed further and compelled him to stay on the banks of
Pennai. In the dream the Acharya had that night Lord Sri
Devanatha ordered Him thus: * Mayest thou speak so, that
the precious Vedas may survive.” This Divine Command, set
the Acharya in the path of consolidating the philosophy of
Sri Ramanuja, the Alwars and the like. Propagation of
Religion was the goal and life-mission of this Acharya
thenceforth.

Has He fulfilled these expectations? Verily a glance at
the number. of His works is enough. In these days of
dictaphone, computers and teleprinters, etc. it appears
probably easy to prepare the total number. If it is borne in
mind that it was the palm-leaf that was used for writing down
the manuscripts, it would be staggering to mnote the number
and length of works completed by this Acharya in more than
one language (Sanskrit, Prakrit and Tamil). The command of
Sanskrit and Tamil poetry, the logic of His arguments, his
unrivalled Bhakthi to God, all shine forth in a glory by
themselves. R

Out of various life-time works, the pieces concerning
the Deity at Tiruvaheendirapuram village are rather unique and

mpletely different from the rest of his works either on Sri

Ranganatha of Srirangam or on Lord Sri Varadaraja of
Conjeevaram. Classified by the Acharya Himself at the end
of Navamani Malai, thes¢ are the following nine works
dedicated to Lord Sri Devanatha :

1. Devanayaka Panchasat (Sanskrit) 53 stanzas

2. Achyuta Satakam (Prakrit) 101 "

3. Mummanikkovai (Tamil)

b Yy £
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6. Kazhalpa (Tamil)
7. Ammanaippa ,,
8. Usalpa v
9. Esalpa u

The rare works of 5 to 9 are lost (- alas!). Their existence
valso would be doubted but for the Acharya’s own version in
the concluding stanza of Navamani Malai.

The Bhakthi of this Acharya to the Lord at Tiru-
vaheendirapuram was so intense that the Acharya forgot his
gender and just like Alwars, took on the ‘ Nayika Bhava’® or
the attitude of a maiden towards her beloved. In continua-
tion thereof he spoke the language of maidens in Prakrit.
He played the lady’s game of balls with her beloved, the
game of throwing flower balls and last the game of wordy
duel. This Nayika Bhava and its permeation in Desika’s
works is exclusively the luck of Lord Sri Devanatha only.
The Acharya has given this much to this Lord only—highly
monogamic !

Apart from this, the ecstacy of the Acharya at Lord Sri
Devanatha’s Mercy is very profound. We do not see anywhere
ejse, the opening stanza of Tamil Prabandham of Sri Desika,
speaking out the “Glory of the Goddess” and in the next piece
of work on the “Greatness of Lord’s Feet>”. The Acharya
exemplifies in this prominence, the concept of absolute surrender
to the Lord which fulfils everything when done, only in the
presence of Goddess, to His Feet,

The Tamil works of this Acharya dedicated to Conjeevaram
are given their titles as ¢‘Adaikkalappatthu”. “Panniru Namam”,
““Atthigiri Mahatmyam . etc. whereas the Tamil prabandhams in
praise of the Deity at Tiruvaheendirapuram all have a feminine
approach in title. The “Three Jewels Combine ™
(Mummanikkovai), and the ¢ Garland of the Nine Gems™
(Navamani Malai) are both ornamental in origin and is
intrinsically feminine. It is this portion that is rather novel and
marvellous.

The Great Acharya lived in this village for well over 20
years and the sacred place where He lived is still preserved as
the sacred Tirumaligai; Also tradition speaks highly of the well
which the Acharya has built there (as a challenge to a mason),
with ‘‘His Own Hands”. Not satisfied with those two
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personal relics we find that the “Yoga Hayagreeva ™ inside the
sanctum sanctorum is the One worshipped by the Acharya, after
receiving Him from Sri Garuda Bhagawan., In addition, the
present Idol of Srimad Vedanta Desika in the temple which is
worshipped by all of us, was also the workmanship of the same
Acharya as a result of a challenge by an icon-maker (sthapathi).
On all these accounts, this village has the folowing list of relics
at the place and a pilgrimage to this place is really worthwhile to
show our reverence and respect to the Guru this year :—

The top of the hill where the Acharya did penance.

The Yoga Hayagriva Deity inside the Temple and
Sri Lakshmi Hayagriva’s shrine at the Hill,

The idol of the Acharya at the Temple.

The Tirumaligai.

The well inside the Tirumaligai.

Such is the tradition that binds Tiruvaheendirapuram and
the Great Acharya. From a very rare utterance to one of the
rapturous moods in the Tamil Prabandham Sri Desika speaks,
« Thou Hast arrived to the town of Ahindirapuram only for
« My Sake’ ! This Deva Rahasyam is found out by the Acharya
only. This is the essence and purpose of Lord Sri Devanatha’s
Archa manifestation in this village. Lord Sri Devanatha was
waiting to meet this Acharya and they both joined forces to
drive away misconcepts in religion. The ¢ saylabhya” of
Sri Devanatha and the greatness of the Gnanam and Bhakthi of
the Acharya have combined to form a golden Gate * that encases
the entire Vaishnavite philosophical mansion’’. There is no aspect
or cardinal point of Vaishnavite religion that has not been dealt
with and adorned by this Acharya. The Nataka, Stotras, Kavya,
Mimamsa, Vedanta and every branch of study were dealt with in
clear expositions and they w%stinctly indicate a rare flair for facts
from this Greatest of Gurus .

The impact of the Acharya on the Vaishnavite religion
de gauged from the various title that adorn His name.

- We bow to Him and in all humility try to comprehend His
 May Glory be to HIS FAME AND NAME for several
centuries to come ! ‘ ‘ ‘

‘ Srimate Vedanta Gurave Namaha!

Pages (33) to (48), (97) to (104) Printed at Sulekah Printars, Madras-15
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Sribi

(Sri Vedanta Desika of Melkote, Mysore)

Vedanta Desika - Philosopher
AND

Man of Faith

by
Prof. K. SESHADRI
Professor of Philosophy (Retd.)

The great Acharyas of our land have been philo-
sophers in the best and most substantial sense of the
term. They have been not only men of superior wis-
dom, profound in their insight and authentic in their

* Extract from A.L.R. Broadcast on 9-5-1968.
MM. 7 EOYB r RLXXX
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intuition, but also perfect exemplars of virtue and devo-
tion, touching the rarest heights of excellence in the
moral and spiritual history of humanity. Sri Vedanta
Desika, whose seven hundredth birth anniversary India
celebrates this year, is unexcelled in many respects.
He is almost unique in a sense, for he presents the
pattern of a well-integrated life and personality,harmoni-
sing and unifying the best that belongs both to the head
and to the heart, one in whom the deliverances of reason
and the dictates of the heart blend to a perfection. His
logic is never at variance with his mysticism, but bears
abundant testimony to it. He discovers truth in the
depths of his soul, reinforcing Scripture ard Tradition,
and wields logic to carry conviction and demonstrates it
to others, demolishing error and exposing untruth. His
vision encompasses the whole of Being, revealing the
soul of things as Divine.

Visishtadvaita to him is not merely a creed or a
doctrine, but a way of life, indeed, the way of life,
the path to perfection, the whole truth of Being and
Becoming. szisht’advaita is the final word of Vedanta,
Desiks and Ramanuja’s Sri Bashya is the final statement
of it. That sets the seal not only on Vedanta Desika’s
philosophy but on his devotion to the Master, from
whom ke imbibed the philosophy.

Vedanta Desika speaks the laniguage of poetry even
when he propounds or discusses philoscphical ideas,
Even when he wields the weapon of dizlectic in defence
of his faith, we seem to hear muffled strains of poetry
that reach us from a transcendental realm ruled by a
spirit of dedication and a sense of mission.

This “‘lion of logic” is obviously a very ripe soul,
disciplined to the core, but delicately semsitive to the
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deepest and suhtlest intimations. This talented philoso-
pher with an extraordinary power of the intellect is,
indeed, a1 inspired poet of Grace. This austere, un-
sparing, incisive dialectician is a paragon of devotion
and faith,—firm, unswerving and ane-pninted—who
had from his earlv vears awakened to a profound cons—
ciousness of an innafe state of surrender to the Sunreme,
and dedicated his life for the Mission of his Master.

Vedanta Desika is great hoth as a pnet and as a
philosepher, but he is greater still as a man of faith
and devotinn. He is a mystic and a ycgin more than
a man of reason. All his utterances spring from the
depths of his soul’s experience and echo the authenti-
city of an inward ‘‘anubhava’’. They are forthright and
categnrical, for there can be no shadow of doubt inter-
vening between the knnwer and the known in a direct
encounter with truth. Vedanta Desika’s expression is
radiant throuch and through with the twin excellences
of Jnana and Vairagva.

Taving seen and known the Suoreme he has no
need of anything else. Whatever he has, belongs to the
Lord for he himself is the Lord’s, totally and unreser-
vedly. This is the basis of Vedanta Desika’s vairagya.
Indeed, he richly deserves the description ““Vairagya
Bhushanam” for tradition has recorded how and with
what majestic disdain he rejected the offer of wealth
and position in a royal court, utterly unmindful of the
severe conditions of abject poverty envelping him.

When he had God, the Supreme as his glory and
wealth what need would he feel to ask for or accept any-
thing from anyone.

Our grateful ackowledgments to the learned
author.




108 SO so Yram CE5aHs

wf:
sT0GeT(HID 6D DIGHLOWITS 6uT LPGHHTED

ovib H&FGauld el S Seud evtb Gaur wpmbed] gmpSTLD |
Gganr ursth wam iGas evibgom s 2. LmwGs |
ovorQrm wEST: el §: evms
v B WE: wan HSSD gapmid |
ewwom b wE S s SrCuw au:
avwrGrp Car analeyr g~Cammid |
ovwmE o o5 VLT BT aD@hSWTE i |
eviorpLh gevg Caur wBEr wm au: ew~manTaws |
—if&Gau Bib.
RAT WIS 519 S sp gy CusCurd. gCsTiiss werd
gGLar gulg erplaurh. 955 55 Cosumssmss
ghulL. garursses pugatser gCsriiss wers
L& Thm 2euedugGure, B GEmEsd, Sl i,
S5, Apslwser wreb 6Ty UL oauwrs @) wms
sLB. ereBampiy Qurgé srfubselsy gbmperiownrs
FOLGSeuTms. ‘
26w LC@uralSgiL-cr TS lsLTar aapbLIep
Bery pmd pb afur@seliss FRUEGAITLLME@®, BL G
QT PSS 6N b SL0FE eoLoujQUoETLG) ST,

ot Gay ewpm: ew~K8sr Larsg !

ETDDILPEND  SHFLOLD
L. Rphwey Fysrle whg 2 adwnd Cralsg), o 6r
Qurr g pweang ougCur Curppid Qur@er Caemmil!
Quppis Guoilsd g 2 smgmitd @580 Uppgl 5
GO0 paue eThs%n & Qarerermnd Cursrg;
@ fen pLs Liee p@EmeTauTer Q6 s Camedssm!
THDPESGH g pah Upeégh 2 sérC@E@
2 pCwCw wrlamd 2 ar4Gs pmd gy QauiBaurib
wpenp pd STwisear wrHGpGemri erthLimeumr .
2. awilss L& S 5B wTgauinds Caseulsr .
Baiser Bwwssgé Celiepumi Qs ey G pesH



S sED yrew Csfady 109

ozl Lew pOSTETL. Y Hwm yewf L gemear

auEsLe & Sear@siflwe ule i yrer Care s Qs merer
Fiss spwrdy wplugtd scimGn

@Que @uufls e.eplurt Filar® wirdaenr G smer
Qerisar SEuwssgdF OFdaud S@Lomwmed

TEGLL Bmauer Gubn @)6trL peurt eTIbLITGITES,

U166V 630T (1)

L @Tes @ LdwTET® uderidy s srean®,
vueGamy. mropudyib
LOOT L. SebrGLrer LoeflauaTE, 2.6
Qrdiug Graied SEmesriL.
<9 CwrCGom®ib Beir CEy@Bib,

Iflefer Purmudrid LdVTITE,
ougeuriBlelr sievLomit 19efiey

QT h&l6lr ) LOBIen G ib= LI T 655 (),
aganrir CFrs aue S g6 pajb

SLgriflujih Lees dr®,
v Curi @G WPPpBRS -

WOILITEsF Fereiuaptb- LO@TeRTGCL .

oviuGss HsrsHTGov

witey CH& sFmarCacyeasnrans LTy |
FrwTEgTiY QuTSEsT et s srwiiartsssmib |
o m g Sénumgesm L Sarevgapgaren |
Bapsawumrds ywrs evraf) Curs aflen saflest |
wfwp! wfrissiu 1o puigrenr 5@ evbet s |
wfwp! wfriissflu wpugrems 5 S B evbatssu |
B8wmr grwr mggmiwumw Cusrisriss LysmuiGs |
9 $Crw ugwpruTiu g GeursTeGs |

TITON 3183 SWTLT SFih SHETS @agméu Yepemtd |
wfiws Guims premiwn wiCs Casrhs Cs8s0 |



110 ST o o anCshsdy

ands Spprion
Criflens Qeausirumr

aurlf) WIgmom mels W6rermer T SEaTER
aurp el 5% o b &@ @ —anr sy 6ir
LOIT D GT LDGW DUJLATT (DT E@IFGT 1ITILg W ApLD
Bsmub Ligu T EGEH FIF.

s Egrdifu efmssn

@@EsFL ugFwb wrbpasCsmrear anrfGw

LoGHT @IS IPLT L) STrmesr e wpsLiGumrer aur G
&CHF S5 Bwwiens YsssubCsmer arrGuw

sHlweieny GyQamrer & gem Curer ariflGw
Qee5QFme sllpioen paer @ el b g enrriGumrer aryfGu

Hmwivwred Smwenlurii® & pésanGsmer aimiflGu
BepFl upsPaw g S5 s5merCaurer aumrflGw

SO S &rLiLey S Courst &sL_oueir(per euryflGuw!

Crflens Qausrur

prafloeps SmeranTy Bmetroem &6 SmbanTp
Lor BSMeT W PET e» Mo p —@hm el &eir
Qe erafluenf Cerr griyd Cusrss GasfaCer!
QiereAwm @ mrHpeTLy (5Ld.

B Camsvd 511 LT §

arfwenll grinye eimBswrs srlNwer,

arifluaiér urgry o soor—arPusicr

CsrBorg sramveays QsrarLmy.d Q&Eretoriy m&@Ld,
B9er paBeoar Syer.



ST SWLd 0w CsEiaetr 111

Bmpren ur’_ G
arsrearay fablyar au@or Lrgwib amsGL g prer
augarrugels Queomer su8flér aur® wllsHEmmer,
Cusm Custy Yruwlueyaems Grwk G safley pypmeir
CuEblerer Y&GF ¢5 sroyefieowls CuBw GsPspmer,
Borw uwwrws sdlows AsOser Qauer @ srer
8&s_ B ysh Furyusewss G sl aeor s
_ ) [8Gpmer,
@5TCST I Gm,grr/_s:gmﬂu @ SWwEs Ot Q@ 5Emer
2 ggwiorer YriLrfg SwCurew GugysprGer.(1)
Qehis e S S5W arararalQreary Yshss LRk meir
& Qameflgmwr mFCaigy w5Srh u,@a;gr%a'é)@;s
T b S@pTer,
Qerrswe aurdrsear Cerawed Ghss armst 8ns9@-
‘ rer,
Spgir OQuplieo & Qeerny Saprs SFug- g
T DS EB BT,
O5m0sT® wrrsef Ggeralar Cums &g~
YppsE@mmer,
8w wrsw Quearddss Cafar L9ps - i
e S GBTeT,
UBSW DTN iewms Gemnsdn s G gelu-
Qaelud@pmer,
umrit gep urS8russ SmCamey Qg b
Bmpan @Cer.

WEIGGTT FT 6w BLD

wfor bCausisL srsmiw:sasmisfs Ceen |
Cagrhgreriu aiCurGw ewiBsssmb war apms |
uoesywey Cun8idir efgamrss of gwsaelb |
ol r eGorsd LS arsmiw wapb LGg |
ewiaus sy evaushSrmw o aprw sefamrPpmd |
Cugmpsreriw sutwmw Cums@Lgmw whgertd | 1]
puevwired FCrmeywh o Srieanmy worCy | ”
Sdwmbgpmp aunwnang CamsCLemw wiserd | 2 |



114 méh s@d Yoaw Cashsdr

Osr wovwrsss ol ; e Fareay whap : |
Quer 58ymwed Spwev CHTST FbUTWTE Sevw
omisertd || 3 |
Covidts B gmGraswd $ssarmblsrssarr LGas |
wEisSomibCemrgasCuend fSisumweng rigerd | 4 |
wof LmewETy: LBSTE LT SWET STHSD L @ |
2 $aisg LrsCsm BIElSYsSTLT G wiiserid | 5 |
Cuwmr umeGuw eug Sriiwenw LIFTEFTTWeL LFTdD Swmb |
STl @SS s s Cursumw wHseT |6 |
grworggriur STECrums wrgeors ewser: som ;|
aury elibe SwiG s we Sevewis Ly m @@kt whisertd | 7 |
FwsLiyerPsr yower Cupr@ser uflgadsm |
Lpetg8sr & ursGrey™ sevenw &Graymu wrsarib|8)
awrbew &GS : Somifherd : yeneld : ST opmh |
wewenepgefanuimomd®d Savenn Ceveiwmw wBigert | 9 |
w: gwrBeoru yeomav— algpGar eneuaiyent G 205 |
gpwenfw SEmd LFTLS @ Sewend LT hiFerd | 10 |
wewom G say wreviaud Frev SrosrTas) priusg : |
savenio CauBISL. BT ST Lo I Smil whigenid || 11 |
195Cr Liyan BwriGseu Gr Gw Grlal ewsusrw & |
vgriwme OprasTure g CakisGLFmw wirsertd | 12 |
w : S@BS oy S Guest CarSTHESTFTITILI LDAGGTLD |
Yerav@s smBp Cevmsi LGausp wiser Lmrgpd | 13 |

signrédls allDapmu sOUTEr GTTasn |
Buls Caumal sru Caugnmss Gréau mo : |

us&w&m 49 5@ 96 mmu', 105 gpse 112 eueng
wres .gw&a;_g@w J;E@L.ULH—L_@



wb:
S ewEHsinalsr omibyapir
(Blessings of the Godly and the Good)

[Qurmars evsdrbgshadr Qaafd@aussr apab LSS
OgErmh Gl eribapu pBev b, GHOUTS GFEriL safar
Smoapgrasdr gparel ® wrn Qeiiyd & Curarp Sau
@EBSTLBSTHTLD U eSSl QUABGUTTSEnb Sy SEpD
urrrily gepEradsmrerari. SIS  gguETepusan

i Ko afiedr w G Guls Qsr@iamarGarri,

—eftiBay uPdus s sri]
1. eo@duiuer i8S, dgarar GG rrwesfl of Swr
derrs uf evw Ga. aumdyyd pafsn UHyID

Caflgrsniu aveurd :

« LIFCO packets wor Qup gy wéBuy_esr wBpFH
g QasABESTTEEN ... ... .cu o EEISOT COSEEIUIED S
ysps g Qearmrser. LIFCO QursGapwgemsiiupms
orQurapgib SrrigBsss Qareawp.me@Cper. o&
sor ensmsiwn GuearGuann aerrs.”

2. SriP.K. Aravamudhan, Asst. Engineer, P.W.D.,

44, Anaikatti Street, Kancheepuram-3 :
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5. The Hindu, Madras-2 (9-2-1958):
| «“...The LIFCO should be commended for the
sense of service which alone should have prompted
them to publish these handy introductions to the
Tamil Classics. »

6. Sri A. L. Mudaliar, M.D.L.L.D., D.5C., D.C.L.,

Vice-Chancellor, Kensington,

Kilpauk, Madras-10:

« .Jam glad you are doing this great work,
I wish your enterprise every success,,,”.

7. Sri Rama Mandir, Calcutta:

« _..Many of our friends greatly welcomed the
gift donated by The Little Flower Co., Madras and
expressed their appreciation of the valuable work,.. "

8, The Executive Officer,

Sri Athinathar Alwar Devasthanam,

Alwarthirunagari, Tirunelvelly Dt.:

“ _Your gracious gift was greatly appreciated
by one and all,. In fact, your packet was the one talk
of this sacred town on that sacred day...”

9. A retired Government Official
- of Srivilliputhur :
s1 really appreciate the work done by you in the
cauce of uplifting the degenerated Hindus in these
days of Atheism and Agnoticism.”
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i1. Sri K. S. V. S. Manian, New Delhi-1:

“1 am jealous of the LIFCO founder for collecting
all punyas (yerwmaser) by these valuable publications.”

42. SriS. Sampath, Calcatta-29 :

“...Iread your book ¢Purattasi Tiruvona Tirunal ’.
But for your gem book I would have continued to be
in ignorance of many great things and ideas. *’

13, Brahmasri K. Venkatrama lyer, B.A., G.D.A.,
F.C.A., T. Nagar, Madras-17 :
“...The LIFCO books are unique, for no other

Publishers, as far as I know, combine spiritual services
through their publications.”
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14. Sri K. Rathnam, Madras-24:
“ ...May Lord Sri Rama bless the LIFCO to

progress from strength to strength ! ”

15. Sri Ubhaya Ve. K. S. Thathachariar, General
Manager and Power of Attorney Agent to H. H.
Sri Alagia Singar of Sri Ahobila Mutt, Srirangam :

«« The dist'ribution‘of Srichoornam and Tirumann
by LIFCO on this auspiéious day...is indeed a unique
and reformatory service to enfold our present day Sri
Vaishnava youngsters in the sidhantic tradition of
Sri Ramanujacharya, enshrined, nurtured and portrayed
by this great Acharya Sri Vedantha Mahadesika.”

16. Prof. N, R. Tiruvenkatacharya, B.A.,
Scientific Astrologer, Madras-2 :

«« I do rejoice over your fervent spiritual attitude
and enthusiastic religious activities. >

17. Sahityalankara, Tiruppani—Thilakam, Pandit,
Siromani, Sri Ubhaya Ve. A. S. Ranganatha-
charya Swami, Thanjavur-1:

. Q&sr swbuafurs 8pés opss F6stks
yrer aeiGurs OQeefld  @emd wue i gré

sEré@, eoan Guifgun &6 L 1T QEOL_I FTELD . ...
aoorepfpn Aern oagss Gured, « arylued
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18. Sri Ubhaya Ve. V. Annaswamy Ayyangar,
President, The Asthika Sabha, Tanjore :

¢ ..We pray that yourself and co-workers and
your firm LIFCO should grow from strength to
strength to spread these saintly kainkaryams all over
the country,,.”

19, uf P. sunlprser, smwyD :

dLCsr Qeuialsl yEsas Sewsri Seomls urrd
Y uré@wun QupBper. @ésewsr @l uefl ws
ewgruermser OelwQGaergwma. @s%r O01G&HT
ysas Howgsrr Qg s Bs e wrts Qs we.

20. Sri A. S. V. Varadachari, Madras-4 ;

s It is really appreciable of your immense
service towards our great Acharyas and our valuable
tradition in this modern and hard days in bringing
out the book, « QuAwrperi Qurmer”...... It indeed
shows your eagerness in propagting many hidden
truths which are endowed to us by our great
Acharyas,., ”
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