








P

e

b .ﬁma.turkh,? “




SHAMNVD HMmHadH 6)$M63T(H
S sWL &1 D&Gau 6)% a6 ([H

DY ATANTET N6 1A S 63T
U pmf HHe
2_GMRLWAD 2_MWeHe DeTui
2_$4Wi WM GWD
SlusESTRF & A5 é e HWANL

8luaNLESD Wil LG D




U GQuiherisedr ug GazGuih By syavardd o aimud s sir

WYPE &/

Qs owswTag praps@er i  GsuEew LML GELILILE)
wh  apralayemialeye FTEFIUL®G auB@ng. Wwf wapT ook ameret
2ACBs  yougmgmser aT(RSH LUOwTsSHYerer  eamsers@Gn — GCgeal
Corsgdaierer GsamassamsG ymenlmeSmi. @pdwwrs Wh  wanm
doyemaller SfUSTIRIGHT LSE. IYSTOUS LDFFTUSTTLD — SFalfLOTUSTTLD —
WITODTAISTILD — BIFDLTUSTIL ~— QUTLIE@USTILD — @ITTISTILD —
UFSJTIOTQUET ] b— LURITOTUSTIR — yf EGeeneusryw —

&8 JyuSTTD eTTLET. SWV& YuSTIL ST HD  YUSTIESGETOWTLD
wer  ysnsefley oL Quppar. SO  geustroTarg  &Ows sl Suiw
wr  QBSEDS.

SOUFSHD  SNETVSHD  GTHVT DTSRG  LFFow  ThUbBS S5
WGDHETHFLD  FeLmisteruyd — Feulvadoruyd  CurssgLignsTEaD  Cameile
saney efdran eugemsalley USUTEr GT(PHSHONWETOTT. QYUY  TUPHSHETLI
uly GepgsGomsear 108 HruuZsesnd — 18  Sruu&send  alGsay
DLW ywaus@her wfalleumenss Gumomer ererm GuUITHPUILEGL. HHLILS)
Qams_roaus sFrillumeram FOYFSEHM UTSUFOTE DOTHRIFEOHHSE —LIGVET
F%r oS % umBmT. bs QUpLTE®L_ W SHBTLS®SS FTEG Frsliyfe
wheleurens  Qugpomer  Gamaiadley  erppsment  Q)sCGamalaysd  pswLpmer
SEisoTseETer  GrsCHTyTepd  QFIWILLG  YSHG  GLpWSEG aTpT
Baw sTorwss apard s wrsh 20a hsiyr wf CasrdinssmTl
Serlor yauiser wpeweilarm BL&s QLiumss Casl®p  FHCsmafs&Grpib.

eirler  Qyeuriger L B Siw sTAwRGET @BSwreled — SmhsL
uflan  Qewg  amSmpiger. Syer@i  GrositGLogy)ib
Iyoliumigefley  FEULGH LG0T YL W
&S CmpLb.

Q& Gumetm  Hevey
ADSTADSBDG UTSETTTSLbLLG

BT T TweRTeLOl(H5)




Message

[ share with you the joy in the completion and the consecra-
tion of the Tower of the Srinivasa Perumal Temple. As Hindus,
the Tower has a deeper significance. As non-Hindus, who
may not understand its symbolism, we can admire the
art form of the structure, the skilled craftsmen who built
it and the magnificent generosity of one man who bore
the entire costs of building it.

This is a monument for Singaporeans, for devotees and non-
devotees alike. On the commemorating ceremonies we could
perhaps draw the thought - of the acceptance of the different
religious faiths and the tolerance that exist between the
various religious groups in Singapore. Yet we know that
religion can be a divisive force and in its name terrible crimes
and blood-shed have been committed. We value the harmony
in which we live in. May this Tower where many thousands
of devotees will come through to perform their religious
ceremonies, and for the many Singaporeans and sightseers
who come to admire it, represent the harmony of our peoples
and bring peace in our hearts.

,l

DR AHMAD MATTAR
AG MINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS



FOREWORD

The editorial board, in compiling this souvenir magazine,
has endeavoured to make it as worthy a memento as possible to
befit the occasion, that is, the"’Kumbhabishegam’ (consecration
ceremony) of the Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple on Friday,
2nd February 1979.

An event of this nature occurs normally once in about
twelve years in Hindu temples or when a Rajagopuram is built.
The religious significance to the Hindus is therefore obvious.

The editorial board extends a cordial invitation to all
Hindus to participate in this important function and receive the
blessings of Sri Srinivasa Perumal.



Message

The temple—going Hindu public of Singapore has long felt
the need for a Rajagopuram (Tower at the main entrance) for
Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple in Serangoon Road. The Hindu
Endowments Board and the Temple Management Committee
fully recognise the fact that a Rajagopuram is an essential and
integral part of any major Hindu temple. However, financing
the project was the problem.

Fortunately, Mr. P. Govindasamy Pillai, J. P., with his cus-
tomary generosity, offered to bear the full cost of the con-
struction of the Rajagopuram. During the last several months
experienced temple sculptors, specially recruited from India,
have been meticulously decorating the imposing five-tier
Rajagopuram with relevant idols of the Hindu pantheon in
accordance with Hindu Sastras. The opportunity has also
been taken to carry out a general renovation of the whole
temple.

The consecration ceremony or Kumbhabhishekam takes
place on Friday, 2nd February 1979, followed on by special
poojas for 41 days. I invite the Hindu public to participate in
these ceremonies.

I wish to place on record the profound gratitude of the
Hindu Endowments Board, the Temple Management
Committee and the temple—going Hindu public to Mr.
Govindasamy Pillai, J. P. for his generous assistance.

W

G. RAMACHANDRAN
Chainnan, Hindu Endowments Board




Message

The “Kumbhabhishekam” (consecration ceremony ) for the
Rajagopuram of the Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple is an im-
portant event not only for the temple itself but also for the
Singapore Hindu community as a whole. In addition to the
religious significance which it depicts, the Rajagopuram en-
hances the devine beauty of the temple and its surroundings.

Standing 21.4 metres tall and inlaid with intricate works of
art, the Rajagopuram is a monument which adds another im-
portant Landmark in Singapore. The cost of building the
Rajagopuram was entirely borne by Mr. P. Govindasamy
Pillai, a noted philanthrophist and a benefactor. The Hindu
community owes a debt of gratitude to Mr. P. Govindasamy
Pillai for this gift.

I thank all those who have assisted in the completion of this
project and those who have made invaluable contributions
towards the planning, organisation and in the execution of
the Kumbhabhishekam ceremony.

V. K. RAJAN
Chairman,
Kumbhabishegam Organising Committe.

N
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'BLESSINGS TO THE
BENEVOLENT SOUL

(Kavi Yogi Maharshi Shuddananda Bharatiar)

LET SRINIVASA PERUMAL
BLESS GOVINDASAMY PILLAI
Who works and saves and gives for all
His heart and head and help comply

He earns money by means so fair
He leads a perfect moral life

For charity he has a flair

As he thinks, thinks his lovely wife

He leads a life clean and simple

His words are few and deeds are more
His life is a'lofty example

He gains to give us more and more

Whatever he touches becomes gold
In business he keeps account
Honesty is his great stronghold
His philanthrophy is a fount

He built a Ramakrishna mutt
A Kalyan hall grand as his heart
A Vishnu temple with a tower
As high as his endeavour

It is a song of gain and give
His longing is to live and love
He has a magnificient home
Busy around his Pooja room

When Japs occupied Singapore
When violence reigned everywhere
His good heart kept an open door
His table spread a welcome fare

He has helped my dreaming pen
My muse is always blessing him
Like him there are very few men
Let God grant him long life; AUM
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Statues on the wall of the Gopuram
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With the Compliments of

FdE ) BARRLE

THYE NAM LOONG
(SINGAPORE) PTE. LTD.

16, CARPENTER STREET, SINGAPORE-1
TEL: 981111
G. P. 0. BOX 2045
TELEX: TSHIP RS21067

CABLES: “TINALO’” SINGAPORE
ACME — NEW BOE " CODE
BENTLEY’S 2ND PHRASE

Importer & Exporter
Rice & Feedmeal Wholesaler
Shipping agent.

LSRRI PRI AL A
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With Best Compliments

from

BUARSE SN S SN SRR AT AR SR SR SR SN S

Glychem Singapore Private Limited

55, PENJURU ROAD, SINGAPORE-22

TELEPHONE: 2680244/5 TELEX: RS 25919
: i - CABLE: OLEIN

] e e e PR RN
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. GREAT UNITED GOLDSMITH & JEWELLERY :

75, Serangoon Road, Singapore 8
Tel: 39648

115, Scrangson Road, Singapore 8.
Tels 2944664

- S WLl Gaisd@sivibd
: 75, Syrmsner Gon(@), Anisiyi-8 Gurein: 39648
115, dyrmsnen Gor®, Amaiyr-8 Gumen: 2944664

-
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With Best Compliments

from

Hock Huat & Co., (Pte) Ltd.

93, CROSS STREET, SINGAPORE, 1.

TEL: 437133-431622
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it'sa
breat Life...

t'sa

Great Life...

Safe. Secure. Always. Give your family the best assurance
they can have. Give them the Great Life.

THE GREAT EASTERN LIFE
ASSURANCE CO.LTD.

Head Office: 16th-18th Floors, OCBC Centre,
Chulia Street, Singapore.1. Tel: 94331, 918077 & 95181

Principal office in Malaysia: Great Eastern Life Building
44 Jalan Ampang Kuala Lumpur 01-06 Tel: 23691-4

With branches throughout East and West Malaysia and Brunei

Assets exceed $420 million Business in force exceeds $2,000 million Claim paid exceeds $163 million




SHOPPING IS
REALLY SOMETHING
AT MOHAN’S

Nowhere else can you find such personalised
service from such hospitable and informed staff.

pleasure. And the remarkable choice in reputable
merchandise is surpassed only by the very i B (m“m

moderate costs. 321 Orchard Road, Singapore 9. Tel:2357722.
(next to Mandarin Hotel), Open 7 days a week.
0 . . : 5 Branch:101,1st Floor, Tanglin Shopping Centre,
That’s why shopping is a real experience at Mohan’s. singapore 10.%el:2351249

The quiet elegance of the decor and air-conditioned
comfort will certainly add to your shopping 'Im

* FASHION WEAR ¢ LADIES/GENTS TAILORING ¢ CHILDRENS WEAR ® TOYS & SOUVENIRS
e JEWELLERY ¢ WATCHES ¢ HI-FI & VIDEO * CAMERAS ¢ SPORTS ¢ ARTS & CRAFTS
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%EMMARES TRAVEL AGENCIES
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98

11-B, MALACCA STREET,2ND FLOOR, SINGAPORE 1.
TEL: 430751, 910769
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With Compliments from

PRIEISICIO
PRESCO PTE LTD

UNIT No. 102, 1st FLOOR,
37, JALAN PEMIMPIN
SINGAPORE-20

CABLE: RESISTORS
Telephone: 2545809

Telex: RS 25533




With Best Compliments

from

S.APPAVOO

GENERAL CONTRACTQR
No. 79, BUKIT TIMAH ROAD,
f SINGAPORE-9
"> TEL: 34583

MANAGING PROPRIETOR:
A. NARAYANASAMY




With Best Compliments
from

Malayala Ayurveda Vaidyasala

DISTRIBUTORS OF ALL AYURVEDIC MEDICINES

IMPORTED FROM KOTTAKAL (KERALA)

SOLE PROPRIETOR:
M. A. K. APPU VAIDYAR

251, SERANGOON ROAD,
SINGAPORE 8.

TEL. No. 2932760

\.xxx‘\.x‘\.x\.x.x‘\.‘\.,\‘\.x
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With Best Compliments

from

PANACHAND & CO.
(PTE) LTD.

40/40A MARKET STREET
SINGAPORE-1
MEILS=97852
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With Best Compliments

of 3

TAN PHENG LONG CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

NO. 15, PASAR LANE, SINGAPORE 8.

SRS SRS SN SR SR SN S SR ST SR S ST S

OFF. TEL: 2940111 RES. TEL: 534100

SO
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And

Film Songs.

] RECORDS, CASSETTES, REEL TAPES

AND CARTRIDGES FOR PERFECT
RECORDINGS

VISIT

MUSIC CENTRE ¥ 4%

19, KERBAU ROAD, SINGAPORE - 8.
TEL: 326414
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With Best Compliments

from

I

DHAN international

509-A, SATNAM HOUSE, 67, HIGH STREET, SINGAPORE, 6
MAILING ADD: COLOMBO COURT P. O. BOX 791

TELEX: DHAN RS 24106 CABLE ADD: JASHSONS

TEL:1323611
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69, SERANGOON ROAD, SINGAPORE-8. TEL: 320776

72, SERANGOON ROAD, SINGAPORE-8. TEL: 2933450

66, SERANGOON ROAD, SINGAPORE-8. TEL: 321779 &
323841

CABLE: SITTHICO
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With the Compliments

of

Perpaduan Stevedoring Sendirian Berhad
JOHORE BAHRU

S. L.Perumal & Sons

JOHORE BAHRU

»Q%“\

S. L.Perumal & Company

SINGAPORE

Leo Properties Pte Ltd.,

SINGAPORE

S.L.Perumal & Sons

;é

SINGAPORE (

Perumal Charan And Partners ?‘\

SINGAPORE N

Leo Travel And Transportation Pte. Ltd., X
SINGAPORE

)

REALTY CENTRE

15, ENGGOR STREET
SINGAPORE-2

TEL: 2202312

2202800 )
2200713 X
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RAKI CORPORATION

Singapore Head Office:
Suite 19-20, Nunes Building, 9 Malacca Street
PO Box 3906, Singapore 1.
Tel: 434724 & 434894 (After Office Hours: 649243)
Cable: ‘RAKICORP’ Telex: 24674 A/B: RAKICOR

Malaysian Office:
Raki Corporation Sdn. Bhd.
80/86 Jalan Lumba Kuda Johore Bahru, West Malaysia.
Tel: 554584 Cable: RAKICORP JOHORE BAHRU

Factory:

Singapore Spice Processing Plants
No. 7, Block 19, Road 9
Marsiling Industrial Estate
Singapore 25

Malaysian Spice Processing Plants
80/86, Jalan Lumba Kuda
Johore Bahru

(Ground/Whole, Spices, Herbs, Seeds, Pulsases, Roots)
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With the Best Compliments of

* SINGAPORE COMMERCIAL
SCHOOL

15A MACKENZIE ROAD, SINGAPORE—9
TEL. NOS: 361448/327787

* REGENT COMMERCIAL
INSTITUTE

STH FLOOR, GRTH BUILDING,
66 EAST COAST ROAD, SINGAPORE-15,
TEL. 400180

* REX COMMERCIAL SCHOOL

768G UPPER SERANGOON ROAD,
SINGAPORE-19.
TEL. 805600
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A Short History of

SRINIVASA PERUMAL
TEMPLE .

By T. P. Naidu

During the period when Singapore island was
under the rule of the East India Company, the
Company conveyed to one Mr. Narasingam a
piece of land measuring 2 acres 19 poles at
Serangoon Road on 20th July 1855 at a cost of
Ruppees 21 and annas three. A temple was built and
was referred to as the Narasinga Perumal Kovil.

On the site there had been a fairly large pond
which was used as a source of water before the
advent of piped water facilities. Devotees washed
and bathed in the pond in the mornings and after
praying in the temple started their day’s business.
Post cremation ceremonies were also conducted at
the pond. The pond was filled up about 50 years
ago.

With the increase of the congregation, three
seperate parcels of land were added to the temple
viz:—

1. by a conveyance dated 25.4.1867 to the
Trustees of the Renganayakkar Perumal Temple.

2. by a conveyance, of 25,792 sq. feet at
$425.00, dated 8.5.1894 to a trustee, ‘‘upon trust for
the Hindoo Temple at Serangoon Road, known by
the name of the Narasinga Perumal Kovil” and

3. by a conveyance of 3,422 sqg. feet, on a
lease of 999 years dated 15.8.1912. The total land
area is approximately 120,000 sg. feet and abuts on
two roads, Serangoon Road and Race Course Road.

The old temple which was known as Narasinga
Perdmal Kovil faced Serangoon Road and was
reached by a narrow lane running through the
gardens. Narasinga Perumal, Andal, Mahalakshmi
and Anchaneya were housed within the main
precincts and Pillaiyar used to be outside at the foot
of the “arasa maram’’.

The temple had been administered since 1907
by the Mohammedan and Hindu Endowments
Board. In 1952 the Board decided to rebuild and
reinstate the Perumal Temple which was in a bad
state of dilapidation. The Board had also proposed
to let out on a 99 year lease the land facing
Serangoon Road for building shops and houses.
Under this scheme the temple would have been very.
much smaller than the present one and would have
faced the back of the buildings. No adequate reason
had been given in the petition to the High Court for
such sub-division and leasing Objections were raised

by members of the Hindu public to the scheme and
the petition was adjourned sine die.

Fresh plans were drawn up and presented by
the Board to the “Ubayakarars’ at their annual
general meeting held at the Mariamman Temple on
30th June 1957 and the “Ubayakarars’”were satisfied
with the plans. The scheme was then approved by
the High Court in February 1961. Building opera-
tions were started in March 1961 by local con-
tractors. Skilled craftsmen “stapathies’’ from South
India took over the wark in 1963 to complete the
ornamental, plastering and painting works. The
present temple buildings minus the Pillaiyar
sanctum and Rajagopuram were completed in 1966
under the joint supervision of Mr. V. Pakkirisamy.
Pillai, J.P., and Mr. G. Kandasamy.

Pillaiyar was housed in a temporary shed
outside the main temple. However subsequently
a sanctum was put up for Him, adjacent to the Alvar
sanctum.

The name of the temple was changed from
Narasinga Perumal Kovil to Srinivasa Perumal Kovil.
It was felt that the new deity (moolavar) should
have the appearance of Tripathi Venkatesa Perumal
and new statutes to represent the deity were
brought from India.

The Govindasamy Pillai Kalyana Mandapam
was constructed and completed through the
generous donation of Mr. P. Govindasamy Pillai,
J.P., B.B.M. 1t was officially declared open by the
first President of the Republic of Singapore Inche
Yusoff bin Ishak on 19th June 1965. The
Mandapam is used for weddings, prayer meetings
and for other religious, cultural and recreational
activities.

Ever since the completion of the temple in
1966, Mr. P. Govindasamy Pillai has been anxious to
complete the construction of a Rajagopuram. Plans
were drawn up in 1975 and the Hindu Endowments
Board approved the construction and donation. Mr.
V. Krishna who was then a member of the Hindu
Endowments Board and Srinivasa Perumal temple
Management Committee volunteered to supervise
the construction. He has spent a lot of time outside
his office hours in supervising the entire project and
other renovations which have been undertaken. The
precincts wall has been raised and new wall lamps
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installed. Anjaneyar’s sanctum has been redesigned
to allow devotees to circumambulate the diety.
Pillaiyar and Alvar sanctums have been reconstructed
with a ““Vimanam’’ for Pillaiyar. The entire temple
has been re-painted. The flag pole has been encased
with brass plates prepared by craftsmen in India.
Special entrance doors were made in India, which is
to be fixed later.

The cost of construction, renovation, painting
and other associated ceremonies has been borne by
Mr. P.Govindasamy Pillai. To celebrate Kumbabishe-
gam, Mandalabishegam will be conducted for 41
days sponsored by devotees. Cultural programmes
by Mrs. M. S. Subbulakshmi and Pulavar Keeranhave
been arranged in conjunction with Mandalabishegam.

The. main deities in the temple are, Srinivasa
Perumal, Mahalakshmi, Andal, Anjaneyar, Alvar and
Pillaiyar. In the Pillaiyar sanctum there is also a
““Vale'" representing Subramanya.

The temple and Govindasamy Pillai Kalyana
Mandapam are managed by a committee of five
members appointed by the Hindu Endowments
Board for a period of two years. All the temple
funds and properties are vested with the Hindu
Endowments Board, a Statutory ‘Board, under the
care of the Ministry of Social Affairs.

The Preservation of National Monuments
Board has declared the Srinivasa Perumal Temple as
a national monument with effect from 1st Novem-
ber 1978.

O LORD'!

O GOD'!

Whatever way we turn, O Lord, we find

Thy ever-present rays that indicate

And point to where Thy glorious Self doth shine.
Revedling the form of the universe.

The universe and what goes on therein

From immemorial time are verily

One endless hymn of praise to Thee, my Lord,
And for approach to Thee but an attempt

In various ways that are open to man.

Life-giving power Thou behind us all
Thou, the allayer of all miseries,

Thou art the source of happiness and bliss,
And Thou verily great in all respects,

And the creator of the universe.

Thy laws are ever-active, never change.
And Thou art, O my Lord, truth incamate.

Rig 15,50, 10
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Back view of the Rajagopuram “Dome’’ at Mahalakshmi Sanctum
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GOPURAM

By A. Palaniappan

The term gopuram, stands for an entrance
tower in a Hindu temple. Such towers are the hall
mark of south Indian temples. So far as the Tamil
country is concemed, the earliest structures that
have survived dates back only to the 7th Century
A. D. All the structures earlier to this period have
either been altered or disappeared during the pas-
sage of time.

In the early period of Hindu temple develop-
ment, importance was given to-the main sanctum
tower (called Vimana), that is the tower over the
garbhagrha (sanctum sanctotum). The entrance
tower was a small one; smaller than the main tower.
This was the case till at least the end of 11th Century
A. D. From the 12th Century A. D., gopuram
began to assume importance. Two or four gopurams,
one in each direction were built, However, it was in
the 16th Century that the tallest gopurams were
erected. Gopurams in most important temples like,
Thiruvannamalai, Kanchi, Chidambaram, Srirangam,
Madurai and other places were erected during this
century.

Vijayanagara Ruler Krishnadevaraya (1509-
1529), a great emperor of his time, was responsi-
ble for erecting such large scale towers in various
parts of south India and they were called Raya
Gopuras. Soon they also assumed the meaning of
Kingly tower (Raja Gopuram) that is, built by
Kings or Kingly tower. Generally, the gopurams
are designated according to the number of tiers, as
seven, nine or eleven tiered gopurams. The lower
tier is generally divided into two parts, carrying a
number of niches. The niches in the upper tier will
carry various aspects of the deity who is the princi-
pal God of the temple (pradhana devata). For ex-
ample, if the temple is a Vishnu temple (like this
temple,) various aspects of Vishnu will be found in
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deities are housed. In construction, the inner part of
the gopuram is kept hollow, so that despite its
massiveness, the gopuram remains light. The upper
storeys could be reached by flights of steps.
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“Gopura Darshanam Kodi Punyam,” “Gopura
Darshanam Papa Vimochanam™ proclaim the Hindu
sastras. The Hindu book on the construction of
temples also places importance to the gopuram.

“Gopurae sigare ithvare prahare
Pali peedake archahe moolalingese
Sandase asthadarshanam”
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When the Srinivasa Perumal Temple was
re-built and consecrated on the 28th of March
1966, the temple had no rajagopuram or tower.
gate because it entailed heavy costs. In 1975,
Mr. P. Govindasamy Pillai, JP, BBM, a business
magnate and a philanthrophist, committed to
the Srinivasa Perumal temple ever since he came
to Singapore, offered to build a gopuram for
the Srinivasa Perumal Temple. The Hindu En-
dowments Board was delighted at the offer and
immediately gave all assistance for the project to
be. started. At about the same time, Mr. V.
Krishna, an engineer, who was then a member
of the Hindu Endewments Board volunteered
to supervise the entire project.

On the 16th of November 1975, the pi-
ling work for the construction of the gopuram
was started with a simple prayer ceremony.
Four stapathis (sculptors) under the supervi-
sion of N, Ganapathy, the chief sculptors, were
specially brought to Singapore to work on the
gopuram. The dexerity of the sculptors can be
seen in each and every statue they have made.

The 21.4 metre gopuram costing a sum
of $400,000, stands not only as an entrance
tower to this temple but also stands as a reli-
gious and cultural symbol of Singapore Hindus.




She YDenen......

By V. K. RAJAN & M. PARAM

The Rajagopuram (main tower) which domi-
nates the St Srinivasa Perumal Temple is a gift not
onlyto the temple butalsoto the Hindu community in
Singapore by Mr. P. GOVINDASAMY PILLAI,
who has so generously helped the cause of charity
and welfare in Singapore.

Mr. Govindasamy Pillai built avery successful
business enterprise through sheer hard work-and
perseverance over the past 70years but he has not
allowed wealth to affect his simple ways and spartan
life. Nor has his advanced age (92) affected his in-
tellect or his zest to propogate the virtues of simple
life to the younger generation. In many ways he is
one of the best examples of the pioneering spirit of
our fore—fathers in Singapore.

He reminisces: “I was forced to leave India to-
wards the end of 1905 due to poor economic condi-
tions prevailing there. My parents were very poor
and I could find no employment in Madras. I man-
aged to pay Rs. 20.00 (about S$13.00) for the pas-
sage by boat to Singapore. I was only 19 when I
landed in Singapore. I had with me only clothes I
was wearing and a tin can for drinking and bathing
purposes. Having made Singapore my home I vowed
never to visit India without having established my-
self financially.”

Even today he reflects very much his early in-
domitable spirit and dogged determination to
succeed in whatever he sets out to do. “When I set
my mind on a goal, I must achieve it regardless of
the problems involved. I do not believe in lucky
breaks. From experience, the only road to success is
sheer hard work.”

Despite his determination to succeed he did
not get his first break from relentless poverty till six
months later, when he found a job asa shop assistant
in a provision shop in Serangoon Road at a salary
of $4/- per month.In 1920 and at the age of 33 he
visited India and married Miss Pakriammal who was
16 years younger than him. That year was indeed a
fateful year to him as upon his retum to Singapore
he bought over the property i.e. 50 Serangoon Road
wherein he established sundry goods business and
thus became his own boss. That was the start of
what today is a flourishing import—export and ma-
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nufacturing business network which is managed by
him and his sons.

What motivated Mr. P. Govindasamy Pillai to
build the “Rajagopuram”, a project which has cost

him to the tune of $500,000? This is best explained
in his recollection of his initial association with the
Sti Srinivasa Perumal Temple. “God has helped me
in many ways and in various forms,” he says. “I
have not seen God,” he continued, “but there was
one incident, which I shall always remember of how
God came to my rescue. I was walking along
Serangoon Road one night soon after my arrival in
Singapore. I felt hungry and I could not find any
food, as all shops were already closed by then. In
my search for food I saw a chariot from a nearby
temple moving in a procession. I prayed and just
then an elderly gentleman tapped my shoulder and
invited me for dinner at his residence. There was a
wide range of sweet meats and other Indian delica-
cies. I thought to myself then that, as the gentleman
was unknown to me, God must have sent him as his
agent.”

From then on he felt a force within him urging
him to help the cause of charity. Another significant
social amenity which owesits existenceto “P. G.P.”,
as Mr. P. Govindasamy Pillai is commonly and
affectionately referred to, is the “Kalyana
Mandapam™ (wedding Hall) in the temple grounds.
There were many problems in erecting the Manda-
pam, the most important being finance.

Mr. Govindasamy Pillai chose the site for the
Mandapam and together with officials of the Hindu
Endownments Board and Mr. V. Pakirisamy Pillai,
another well-known figure in South Indian com-
munity, called for tenders. He was shocked when
the cost was estimated at $220,000. A local bank
was only able to provide an overdraft of $70,000
and therefore he did not have enough funds to meet
the cost. Nevertheless, he started the project in the
hope he could raise the funds some how. His prayers
were answered shortly in the form of an unusually
profitable transaction which enabled him to pay in
full the cost of the Mandapam.



Even with the completion of the Kalyana
Mandapam in 1965 and the consecration (Kumba-
bishegam) of the temple in 1966,Mr.P. Govindasamy
Pillai was still not contended. His heart was set on
building a Rajagopuram for the temple which
would fully depict the Hindu way of life and tra-
dition. From then on he spared no efforts to plan
and seek expert advise from various authroities in
this field towards the construction of the Rajago-
puram.

Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple with which
Mr. Govindasamy Pillai has very long and cherished
associations, is not the only recipient of his genero-
sity. Charitable institutions like the Ramakrishna
Mission have also received his benevolence. The
name Govindasamy Pillai will continue to live on
for generations to come not only in the business
word but also in the numerous charitable and re-
ligious monuments and buildings that owe their
existence to his generosity and benevolence.

Yajnavalkya, the great teacher.

“The moon indeed is his light.”

person here have?”’

“Fire, indeed, is his light.”

Self.

the straight path, is the shortest one.

Straight Onward

One not knowing a land asks of one who knows it,
He goes forward instructed by the knowing one.
Such, indeed, is the blessing of instruction,

One finds a path that leads him straight onward.

There is a parable in the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, a dialogue between Janaka and the sage

“Yajnavalkya, what light does a person here have?’’
“He has the light of the sun, O King,” he said.

“But when the sun has set, Yajnavalkya, what light does a person have here?”’

“Quite so, Yajnavalkya. But when the sun has set, and the moon has set, what light does a

“Quite so, Yajnavalkya. But when the sun has set, when the moon has set, and the fire has
gone out and speech is hushed what light does a person here have?’

And the great sage answers: ‘““The Self, indeed, is his light, for with the Self, indeed, as his
light one sits, moves around, does his work and retums.”
And finally, thus, when one is in the midst of an utter confusion, he has to rely on his own

Our intent desire is to be led to our destination on a path which goes straight onwards. There
are many paths leading me from the place of stay to the place of my destination, but I am told,

Ry X307

121



The Vishnupurana occupies the third place
among the eighteen puranas. This is counted as one
of the important puranas because it satisfies to a
great extent the five characteristics laid down by
Amarasimha the fifth century lexicographer. A ma-
hapurana should deal with the creation, secondary
creation, genealogy of gods and sages, Manu periods
and genealogy of the kings.

This purana is divided into six sections. In the
first section we get a description about the process
of creation made by Brahma.

The duration of one creation is said to be a
kalpa. After the end of one kalpa the process of
creation goes on again. After describing the nature
of the hell, the purana gives an account of the crea-
tion of the celestial gods, demons and mortals. It is
followed by an account of the story of Dhruva and
Prahlada. The description of the greatness of Vishnu
and hymns in praise of His glory are quite captiva-
ting.

The second section also is devoted to a de-
scription of the process of creation. In that connec-
tion we have an account of the world, heaven etc.,
we have a description of King Bharata and his gen-
ealogy. We also find here the well known story of
Jadabharata. Then we have a praise of Lord Vishnu.

The third section describes the manvantaras or
the Manu periods which may be explained as follows.
A human year is a day and night of the gods. 12, 000
divine years or 4, 320, 000 human years constitute
one Chaturyuga or four yugas which is divided into

THE
VISHNUPURANA

BY DR. N. GANGADHARAN

Lecturer in Sanskrit, University of Madras.

four ages in decreasing proportions in the ratio
4:3:2:1, respectively for Krita, Treta, Dvapara and
Kali. Each of these Yugas is preceded and followed
by Sanhyas containing a tenth of the period of
the Yuga. A thousand Chaturyugas (ie. 1000 x
4320, 000 human years) constitute a kalpa which
is a day or night of Brahma. Each kalpa comprises the
periods of 14 Manus each of whom presides over
71 Chaturyugas and a fraction thereof. Hence the
period of each manu is known as the Manvantara.

We also have in this section an account of the
division of the Vedas by Vyasa and the names of the
28 Vyasa. The Yamagita here in the form of a dialo-
gue between Bhishma and Nakula describes the
greatness of Vishnu, and the characteristics of the
devotees of Vishnu. The section concludes with the
description of the duties of thé four castes and the
four stages of life as well as the rise of Buddhism.

The fourth section deals with the genealogy of
kings of different dynasties. The fifth section des-
cribes in detail the manifestation of Lord Vishnu as
Lord Krishna and the episodes relating to Him. The
last section describes the nature of Kaliyuga and
how one has to adhere to one’s own dhama. There
is also a description of the different kinds of the
dissolution of the world.

Thus the Vishnupurana has much material to
throw light on episodes relating to Vishnu, His
greatness and the Hindu scheme of calculating the
passage of time.
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THE SRI RAMA AND SRI
KRISHNA AVATARAS

by S. M. Ponniah, B. A. (Hon), M. ED.
Vice President, Malaysia Hindu Sangam '
Adyisor, Malaysia Hindu Youth Organisation
Malaysian Representative, World Hindu Council

“With love as lamp,

Abiding faith as oil,

The devoted mind as wick,

Llit the flame of spiritual wisdom
That melts the soul,

For the Lord Naranan;

I who composed divine Tamil.”’

(Putat-alvar)

This special volume commemorates the
official opening of the Rajagopuram and the re-
consecration of the Sti Srinivasa Perumal Temple, the
largest Vaishanavite Temple in Singapore, on 2nd
February, 1979. Hindus have assigned three places
for the worship of the Supreme-within the human
heart; the human hearth — the home; and within the
properly consecrated temple. Within the body He
is the Antaratma; within the home He is the
Honoured Guest; Within the Temple, He is the Ruler
of the Universe. It is for this reason that the main
entrance to the temple is called the Rajagopura.
The Sri Srinivasa Perumal Temple has now a Rajago-
puram in keeping with its importance as the largest
Vaishnavite Temple in the country.

The new Rajagopuram serves as a reminder that
the Lord who reigns within is the Lord of the
Universe. It is a towering reminder to Hindu devotees
who, as his subjects come to pay homage, at the daily
sound of the temple bell, to the Lord of the Universe,
who is manifested within as Sti Srinivasa Perumal in
the consorting company of the twin-shaktis, Shridevi
and Budevi. Let us all pay homage and seek the
Grace of the Lord of the Universe, while recalling
tomind the hymn of Tiru-p-panalvar:

Like the vast ocean waves

That rage and foam;

Settle and subdue in calmness,

All are born; move hither and thither;
And cease to be

All within You,

O Lord of the Universe.




In keeping with Hindu Agamic tradition,
this temple is being re-consecrated-after the period
of renovation and reconstruction, in order to re-
sanctify this shrine, so that devotees may once
more receive in full measure the Grace of the Lord,
a process which is performed customarily every
twelve years.

Hindus have conceived of God as Tirumal
(Maha Vishnu) the Immanent Being, as the One who
creates, sustains and dissolves this universe as an act
of his infinite play. Tirumal is often depicted in
Puranic lore as Sriman Narayana, reclining upon the
sea-serpent Ananta (eternity), afloat upon the
ocean waves, at the beginning and end of each Yuga.
Sriman Narayanan is also depicted with four arms
holding attributive weapons, the disc (Sudarsan),
the Conch-shell (Panchsanya), the bow (Saranga)
and the thunderbolt (Gada).

Sriman Narayanan is the Protector of the
Universe (Jaganath) and the Defender of Dharma
which sustains the universe. Whenever Dharma is en-
dangered by the forces of adharma, He descends
upon the earth as an ‘avatara’ to re-establish Dharma
and to restore the Dharmic order in the universe.
This Hindu concept of Avatara, the periodic des-
cent or re-incamation of God onearth is substantiat-
ed by the words of the Gitaachariar in the Bhagavad
Gita:

When goodness grows weak,
When evil increases,
I make myself a body.
In every age I come back,
To deliver the holy,
To destroy the sin of the sinner,
To establish righteousness:
(Gita-Chapter IV)

Hindu scriptures speak of a total of ten avata-
ras of Sriman Narayana, to restore and re-establish
Dharma on earth — Dasavatras. Of these ten, the
Seventh and Eighth avataras of Sriman Narayana as
Sri Rama and Sr Krishna, have become part and
parcel of the life of every Hindu, wherever he may
dwell. The divine descent of the Lord Narayana as
Sri Rama and Sri Krishna are observed by Hindus
without fail. The festival of Ramanavami marks
the birth of Sri Rama and the festival of Gokul-
ashtami commemorates the birth of Sri Krishna.
The Lord Narayana is popularly worshipped through
His two manifestations, Sri Rama and Sri Krishna.
(The last utterance of Mahatma Ghandi, the great-
est man of the twentieth century and the greatest
Hindu, was the name of Rama).
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The Rama and Krishna avataras of the Lord
Naranan have become more real and meaningful to
Hindus. The life and message of both these avatars
are immortalised in the twin-Indian epics the Rama-
yana and Mahabharatha. Both these epics which
have for their heroes Rama and Krishna—have help-
ed to spread the fame of their respective heroes be-
yond the boundaries of India to reach all Asia. The
Ramayana is indeed the Epic of Asia for the name
of Rama is a household world in almost every land
in Asia. The heroic deeds and exemplary life led by
Rama have crept into the legends and literatures,
dance and dramatic forms of these distant lands.

The Ramavatara: Stri Rama, the Seventh Avatara

The Seventh avatara of Narayana as Sri Rama
took place in the ancient city of Ayodhya, in the
kingdom of Kosala in the Gangetic valley, watered
by the Sarayau river. This divine descent was neces-
sitated by the abuse of Dharma by an earthly ruler
Ravana, the titian king of Lankapuri, who through
long years of Tapas attained immeasurable powers
from Shiva and gained overlordship of the three
worlds. King Ravana, his brothers and children had
become a formidable force for evil on earth, thus
endangering the Dharma that sustained the universe.
In answer to an eamest appeal by the celestial beings,
the sages and seers on earth, the Lord Naranan once
more consented to descend on earth to destroy
adhamma and to re-establish Dharma, in the human
manifestation of the person of Rama.



So when the great and goodly king Dasaratha
appealed to his Rajaguru Vashitta for a successor to
his throne at Ayodhya, the omniscient sage saw in
his mind’s eye once again the ‘beatific vision’ of Lord
Narayana upon the ocean waves, assuring the saints
and seers and celestials, of his intention to descend
once agair: to destroy the forces of evil. Vashitta en-
visaging the imminent descent of Narayana upon
earth as Rama, urges Dasaratha to invite another
sage of great repute to conduct a Yagnya on the
King’s behalf, to ensure the birth of sons to Dasaratha,
“sons whose fame shall spread to the seven-seven
worlds.”

In answer to this act of sacrifice, the Lord
Naranan, accompanied by his attributive forces and
the sea-serpent Ananta, take human form and are
bom as Rama, Bharata, Laxmana and Satrughna in
Ayodhya city, a city whose glory is now unmatched
as a result of this divine descent.

The epic-poet Kamban, the author of the 10th.
Century Tamil Ramayana depicts the birth of Rama
to Queen Kausalya in the following manner:

On the night of the full moon,
Under the beneficient influence
Of the stars Pusam and Katakam,
The Queenly Kausalya gave birth
To One who gave birth to the
Universe;

The embodiment of the sacred
scriptures;

The cloud-coloured, flame-like
beauty,

The radiant Light of the World;
To the great glory of mother earth
And the rejoicings of the celestials.
Saints, sages and seers.

For the establishment of Dharma on
earth.

This auspicious birth of Rama was followed
soon after by that of Bharata, the human mani-
festation of the Lord Naranan’s chakra Sudarsan, as
the child of Queen Kaikeyi. In appearance Bharata
resembled Rama. The poet Kamban proclaims
Bharata’s birth thus:

To the great joy of Indra

And the heavenly hosts,

The faultless Queen Kaikeyi
-Gave birth to a beautiful boy,
Born under the benevolent stars
Pusam and Meenam.

Likewise, Queen Sumitra gave birth, to
twin-boys, Laxmana and Satrughna, the manifes-

tations of the sea-serpent Ananta and the Conch-
shell (Panchasanya). The birth of four sons to
Dasaratha, marked the descent of the Lord Naranan
and His attributive forces on earth. (The lotus-
seated Laxmi, ever resident in the bosom of the
Lord, was destined to rise from the earth at Mythila
as Sita). The divine birth of thee four princes at
Ayodhya was, according to the poet’s pen.

“Heralded by the heavenly beings
Who revelled and rejoiced,

While the celestial maidens danced
And heavenly ministrels sang
Accompanied by many instruments
Of different kinds,

For their birth proclaimed

The death and destruction

Of the Rakshsas on earth.

At the request of Dasaratha, the Sage Vashitta
named all the four princes: and in doing so recalls
to mind their divine origins:

He who reclines on the serpent-couch,
‘He who once raced to resue the
elephant

Which sought refuge in his glorious
name,

When ensnared by a crocodile;

The True-Being, the first-born

Was by Vashitta named RAMA.

He who resembled the first-born

The very embodiment of the Dharnma
chakra

Shining bright upon the Lord’s hand
Was duly named BHARATA, the
noble.

The radiant One

Destined to remove

The sorrows of the celestials

And to reduce the burdens

Of mother-earth was named
LAXMANA, the illustrious.

The One who resembled

The pearl-white-lotus

That glitters on the Lord’s hand

As the grooved-conch shell,

That proclaims the primordial sound
Was named SATRUGNA, the truthful.

As these princes grew to manhood the sage
Viswamitra took Rama and Laxmana away from
Ayodhya to guard over his Yagnyas, Rama destroys
the Rakshasi Tataka and her son Subahu. Rama is
taken to the kingdom of Mythilla by Viswamitra.
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On the way the touch of Rama’s redeeming feet re-
surrects Ahalya from her husband’s curse Viswamitra
takes Rama to the Court of King Janaka at Mythilla,
where Rama is wedded to Sita. In attempting to des-
cribe the divine beauty of the bridegroom Rama,
the poet Kamban reminds his readers of the divinity
of Rama:

Is it possible to portray

The Primordial One

The foremost among

The Triune Beings;

One whose redeeming feet

Is the refuge

Attained only by those

Who ve renounced this earth.
He indeed is the nectar
Engendered by the ocean-white;
The singular One

Who is matched

By none, but Himself.

On Rama’sreturn to Ayodhya, Dasaratha plans
to crown Rama King of Kosala but his plans take an
unexpected tum and on Kaikeyi’s request Rama is
exiled from Ayodhya for fourteen years. Rama is
joined by Sita and Laxmana on his exile, while
Bharata is commanded by Rama to rule Ayodhya
on his behalf, much against his will. Bharatha rules
Kosalain the name of Rama’s Padukas.

After his exile from Ayodha, Rama spends
thirteen of the fourteen years in Dhandaka, protect-
ing the Rishis who dwell in the forests against the
attacks made by the Rakshasas. After a brief en-
counter with Ravana’s sister Surpanaka who falls in
love with Rama and is driven out by Laxmana, Rama
destroys a number of Rakshasas who came in de-
fence of Surpanaka. All this results in Sita’s abduc-
tion by Ravana and her imprisonment in Lankapuri.
Rama is greatly angered by the death of the bird
king Jatayu who had given hislife in defence of Sita.
Rama resolves to obey the wishes of his ‘father
Jatayu’ which were:

to regain the sorrowing Sita;
fulfill the hopes of the celestials;
remove all the forces of evil by the
root; and

the re-establishment of Dharma on
earth.

These four-fold aims become uppermost in
Rama’s mind. In pursuit of these aims Rama sets
forth with his brother Laxmana. Once again he is
confronted by a demon who is released from a curse
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and becomes the celestial Tumburu. Once released
the celestial sings in adoration of Rama as the
Supreme Being, while Rama remains unaware of his
own divinity.

The Creator, you are;

The Destroyer, You are
Beyond all beginnings!

You are the Light!

And its brilliance also.

You are the illustrious Being
That the Vedas proclaim
Your nature to be thus.

Will not the faithless few
Hang their heads in shame?

After his meeting briefly with the Saintess
Sabari, Rama moves on to Kishkinta where he meets
the great Hanuman and befriends the Simian King
Sukriva. Rama reveals his great prowess in war by
the destruction of the valiant Vali with a single
arrow. Rama sends forth Hanuman to seek Sita. At
Lanka Ramaduta Hanuman confronts the Rakshsa
King Ravana. In answer to who he was, Hanuman
introduces himself as Ramaduta and refers to
Rama'’s avatara at Ayodhya. In the words of Kamban,
Hanuman introduces Rama as Tiru-murti, the
Triune Being.

“The great Origin,

One without beginning or end:
The Triune Being;

One who is beyond time and
measure;

The Great Cause, who

Leaving the trident the chakra,
The Conch-shell, the Al-leaf, the
lotus-seat,

And the silver-topped mountain
abode,

Shouldered his invincible bow
And descend upon Ayodhya.’’

In the same interview Hanuman tells Ravana
of the divine purpose and true significance of
Ramaavatara, in these memorable lines:

To establish righteousness on earth,
The Dharma born of the Scriptures,
To ensure on earth the reign

Of eternal truth and justice;

To destroy dll evil that exists;

To defend truth and to remove
The sorrows of the just,

Was he descended upon earth;



He whose golden feet
Shall cut asunder
The endless births
Of his devotees.

In these words of Hanuman to Ravana are
echoed the message of the Gita quoted earlier in this
article.

After Ravana’s death in battle, Rama crowns
the virtuous Vibishana King of Lankapuri and re-
tums to Ayodhya with Sita, to the great relief of
Bharata. With Sita’s return Dharma is returned and
re-established. The Ramayana epic ends with the co-
ronation of Rama at Ayodhya, vividly described by
Kamban in the following lines:

Upon the singgasana seat,
Supported by heroic Hanuman'’s
hand'’s;

The stately sword by Angadan borne;
The silken umbrella of state

By beloved Bharata raised aloft;
The yak-tailed white wisks

Wafted by the brothers Both;

The kingly crown handed down

By descendants of Sadayan s clan,
Ragurama was by Vashitta crowned
At ageless Ayodhya city,

Ruler of this resplendent earth.

In his Ramavatara, the Lord Rama conducts
himself as a human hero risen in the defence of
Dharma. He does so by his own example. He endures
all human suffering and does not deviate from the
path of Dharma. Rama becomes the very embodi-
ment of the Dharmic way of life and therefore finds
a place in the heart of every Hindu.

THE KRISHNAVATARA: Sri Krishna the eighth
Avatara

The eighth descent of Narayana as Sti Krishna
takes place in a different age (yuga) for the same
purpose—the re-establishment of Dharma on earth.
This eighth descent is marked by the festival of
Gokul — ashtami. Once again in answer to the pray-
ers of the many' and for the defence of Dharma, the
Lord Narayana, in the fullness of his Grace took hu-
man form and descended upon earth at the an-
cient city of Mathura as Devaki’s child. The divine
child Krishna who was bom inside prison walls,
spoke at birth and assured his earthly parents Vasu-
deva and Devaki not to lament his birth, as he was
not going to be killed like the seven children born
before him. The child instructed Vasudeva to bear
him in a casket across the Yamuna river, to place
him in the home of Nanda Gopan and his wife
Yasoda at Gokulam. Bom Devaki’s child Sri Krishna
grew up as Yasoda’s beloved son.

The poetess Antal of the 8th. century sings
endearingly of the incidents in the child Krishna’s
life in her well known Tiru-p-pavai stanzas:

“We worship Mayan

Of eternal Mathura,

Washed by the waters of the
Yamuna,

On whose banks was born
Dhamodara,

To en-noble his mother’s being
A jewel among the cow-herds.

He dwells in our midst

As Nanda Gopan's heroic son
Doe-eyed Yasoda's darling child!
The dark-cloud-coloured One

With eyes like the rich red lotus bud,
And a face that like the sun

And soothes like the gentle moon.

Born one woman's child

O'er night to become

Another woman's beloved boy:
Raised in hiding

From evil enemies.

Unable to bear his wrongs

He struck terror

In Kamsan's heart.

Most Hindus love to conceive of Krishna as
the child Krishna,Gopala, Gopi-Krishna and Govinta.
They give expression to their limitless love and de-
votion to him in this form. The child Krishna be-
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comes the object of devotion to all devotees. Many
a devotee has directed his intense love and adoration
to the child Krishna and made him the subject of
their songs and the theme of the poems. The poet-
devotee Tiru-p-panalvar sings of his own devotion to
Krishna whose childhood he recalls in the following
song:

“The eyes which beheld Him

The dark cloud coloured One;

The divine cow-herd,

Who consumed the chumed butter;
My heart’s paramour,

The Lord of heaven,

Who rules o er splendid Arankam
Shrine,

These eyes of mine

Shall behold none other.

The poet-devotee Tontar-ati-poti-alvar gives a
picturesque description of the child Krishna in one
of his well-known songs which reflects his own de-
votion to Sri Krishna:

Your gracious form,

Green as the distant hills;
Your lips coral-red;

Your eyes, lotus-like,

Achuta, Lord of the Celestials!

Darling child of the cow—herds,
Such names taste sweet:

I seek not the joys of

Indra’s abode to share,

In Kamsan's Heart.

O Lord of Arankam Shrine.

The child Krishna grows up to become the
Prince of Dwaraka, befriends the Pandavas and be-
comes the Gita-achariar. The great spiritual event of
the Gita-upadesa takes place before the commence-
ment of the Mahabaratta battle at Krukshetra.In
this episode Sri Krishna assumes the role of Guru
and the Pandava warrior Arjuna becomes the Sishya.
In this divine discourse between Arjuna (Nara) and
Sri Krishna (Narayana), Sri Krishna expounds the
very essence of Hindu Dharma, not only to Arjuna
but through Arjuna receives instruction from the
Paramatman Sri Krishna. For this divine knowledge
we and posterity are deeply indebted to the Sages
Vyasa and Sanjaya. This divine discourse has come
to be known as the Srimad Bhagavadgita. The Song
of God, and Sri Krishna as the Gita-achariar, the
greatest teacher of Hindu Dharma. The Bhagavad
Gita is the inner shrine—the sanctum sanctotum,
within the enormous temple edifice of the Maha-
baratha epic, first written by the Sage Vyasa.
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In the words of the eminent classical scholar
Juan Mascro, “In the Bhagavadgita, Arjuna becomes
the soul of man and Krishna the charioteer of the
soul. The spiritual reader of the Gita will find in it
the great spiritual struggle of the human soul. The
central themes of the Bhagavad Gita are three,
Jnana, Bhakti and Karma; Light, Love and Life. The
essence of this great poem is the vision of God in all
things and all things in God. The Bhagavadgita gives
man a faith, a faith based on spiritual vision. As
such the Bhagavadgita expounded by the Gitachar-
iar Sri Krshna Paramatma continues to guide
Hindus towards the path of Moksha as well to
exercise the minds of men of discemment all over the
worild, to this day.

It is in the Bhagavadgita that we find the first
reference to the singular theme of surrender to God
which takes the form of Bhakti or devotion to a per-
sonal God-ishta deva. In Chapter XVIII of the Gita,
The Yoga of Renunciation, the Gita-achariar says to
Arjuna:

“Give me your whole heart,
Love and adore me,
Worship me always,

Bow to me only,

And you shall find me.

This is my promise,

Who love you dearly.

Lay down dll duties

In me, your refuge

Fear no longer,

For I will save you

From sin and from bondage.

Our doubts and delusions of the mind will be
dispelled if we can but surrender ourselves and seek
refuge in the Lord, who descended upon this
earthly realm to save mankind. Let us Hindus the
world over, surrender ourselves to Him, with un-
divided love and adoration in order that we may
find communion in Him and dwell within Him. Let
us recall this day the words of St Krishna to Arjuna
and find solace:

My face is equal

To all creation,

Loving no one

Nor hating any;
Nevertheless,

My devotees dwell

Within me always;

1 also show forth

And am seen within them.
Though man be soiled
With the sins of a life-time,
Let him but love me.



Rightly resolved

In utter devotion.

1 see no sinner,

That man is holy.
Holiness soon

Shall refashion his nature
To peace eternal,

O son of Kunti

Of this be certain;

The man that loves me
He shdll not perish.(Chapter IX)

The message of both the Ramayana and the
Mahabharatha epics is the call for man’s surrender to
God. In his prefatorial stanza to the Ramayana epic
the poet Kamban gives the key to the message of the
Ramayana—sumender.

We surrender only unto Him

Who does this entire universe
Create, sustain and dissolve,

As an act of His infinite play,

He alone is our Lord and Leader.

May we Hindus surrender ourselves and seek
refuge in the Lord Naranan, who in the fullness of
His Grace descended upon earth as Sri Rama and Sri
Krishna who for our sake walked this earth in order
to lead us all to the attainment of jivanmukti, for
in surrender lies our salvation. The Lord Naranan is
manifested within this sacred shrine as Sri Srinivasa
Perumal and unto Him we pay homage and seek his
divine grace for the well being of his subjects and
this land.

Hare Rama! Hare Rama!
Rama, Rama, Hare! Hare!
Hare Krishna! Hare Krishna!
Krishna, Krishna, Hare! Hare!

God always protects him who speaks the truth.

them.

others.

accept what is true.

and vice remain under all ci-cumstances.

prosperity.

If we drink wine, we invite disease.

are grown up.

Thoughts of Mahrishi Dayananda

God is one. He alone should be worshipped, and none else.

Always fear God. If you do so, you need not be afraid of anybody else.
The Vedas are books which are full of true knowledge. It is the duty of every good man to study

Knowledge is wealth which thieves cannot steal.
We should not think only of our own good, but we also should try to think of the welfare of

My body is perishable and can be cut into pieces, but I have yet to find that bold man who will
destroy my soul. Under these circumstances, I am not prepared to sacrifice truth.
He alone is wise who knows how to distinguish the true from the false, and is always ready to

Some people regard their own weak points as strong points, and other people’s strong points as
weak points. This is something one cannot understand. It should be remembered that virtue

A person is not good merely because he is the near relative of a rich man. He alone is good who
does good things. Such a man deserves everybody’s regard.

He who does not work hard, remains always poor. Wealth has always been the fruit of labour.

He who does evil things becomes evil-minded. This type of man is the greatest foe to his own

We should follow in the footsteps of our parents unless they have not led a gool life.
It is the duty of parents to educate their children. They should never get them married unless they

He alone is great who is prepared to speak the truth at all times and at all places.
Do not injure anybody’s feelings, otherwise you will come to grief.
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When a determined nation elaborately plans
for its own development and progress, apart from
its political plans and economic schemes, it must
necessarily look for its own cultural genius in order
to impart, mould, and polish the character of the
individuals. The nation-building work starts with
the discovery of a mental poise and a physical
dynamism in the young intelligent citizens.

All the great thinkers, through their varied
philosophical flights, have in their final conclusions,
realized the need for programmes to evolve the
individuals. By disciplining and thereby improving
the individual, every culture tries to raise the tempo,
quality, and beauty of the total national life. A
world ordered for progress through improved
individuals constituting the community is the
direction in which all philosophers and scriptural
prophets preach and work. Bhagavad Geeta is a
scripture which tries to integrate the personality
of the individual student and make him capable
of facing dynamically all his challenges in life.

This will sound as a strange conclusion to all
those who are educated in our modem concepts
of the materalists. As exclusive students of the
secular scriptures, today’s politicians, economists,
and scientists all over the world, in their totally
extrovert considerations, come to the natural
conclusion that the individuals are saved when the
world has improved. Thus, we have instituted
daring experiments in political thoughts, have
pursued heroic adventures in the economic fields,
and have accomplished spectacular achievements in
science. Politicians strive to bring concord into
social life and maintain law and order in the
community. Economists conceive schemes and plans
to increase the wealth in the nation and redistribute
it with equity and justice. The scientists with
selfless dedication continuously seek to discover
means of exploiting the rich treasures concealed
within the folds of Mother Nature, to explore
sources of energy and to tame them in order to
help the people to hamess ana thus make their
life more comfortable, more rich, and more luxurious.
By creating such an order in society and by
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WHY STUDY

GEETA?

developing the untapped wealth of a nation, through
planned economy, by applying the revealed know-
ledges of science, Materialism strives to raise the
“standard of Living” of the people.

It is obvious that the blessings of materialism
can remove the agony of poverty, the sorrows of
illness, the discomforts of a limited life, within any
underdeveloped community. But the philosophers
unveil with convincing logic, that in spite of highest
standards of living that we may create for our
community in the nation, man cannot yet feel happy
in his ambitions, and live contented in his relation-
ships with others, merely because he has plenty of
food, clothing, shelter and all other amenities of a
peaceful and efficient national life. It is here that
we feel the irresistible logic behind the view put
forth by the Bhagavad Geeta.

Man is an animal — an intelligent animal. Had
he been just an animal he would not need anything
more than his physical comforts and security; but
as a highly developed psychological being, he wants
his emotional satisfaction, and being an intellectual
being he is restless at and impatient with imper-
fections. He is not merely a physical structure
consisting of his body, he has a mind and an
intellect. The materialistic needs of the body can
satisfy only the physical-man which is only a third
part of an individual; two-thirds of each individual
is not taken into consideration when materialism
strives to satisfy merely the basic needs in a
community. It is here that the process of total
satisfaction revealed in the Bhagavad Geeta shines
out as a Beacon Light for all the lovers of mankind
and its destiny.

In short, when the modem world in its
materialistic view-point strives to bring about a
higher standard of living, by improving the world
around man, the deep thinkers of the scriptures
and the rational philosophers, conclusively indicate
that the happiness and glory of the world depend
upon the standard of life that the individuals come
to live.

Every nation must determine its own political
institution and economic system and work out



diligently schemes that they evolve. So too, philo-
sophers of the world have their exhaustive theories
and detailed schemes for the development of the
human personality. Bhagavad Geeta not only
indicates theories of the Hindu-way-of-life, but it
reveals certain definite schemes by which every
individual can work out his own self-improvement.
The nation is constituted of individual citizens. If
the citizens are strong, efficient, industrious, self-
sacrificing, that nation becomes great; if the indi-
viduals are selfish, immoral, idle, and corrupt; it
would be a sad nation indeed. In the individual
redernption lies the national redemption and pro-
gress. In the Bhagavad Geeta, philosophical theories
are couched in a language of least confusion and
she suggests schemes for self-improvement which
are unique in their variety and effectiveness. They
are most acceptable to the intelligent modem
youth.— as they are direct, simple, and easy-to-do
exercises for the unfoldment of personality in the
students.

Geeta addresses herself to the teenagers. Their
mental problems such as their nameless restlessness,
impossible aspirations unending desires, utter dis-
illusionments, and suffocating despairs, entombing
dejections, shattering confusion—nay even their
self-deluding sense of materialism in life are all
depicted in Arjuna, and Krishna’s psychological
treatment for the Pandava Prince constitutes the
main theme of the Bhagavad Geeta.

Youth is experiencing today the need for an
ideal that can supply for them a consistent motiva-
tion for self-sacrificing and dynamic action. It is
natural for the youth to have the daring to plan,
the irresistible urge to act, the enthusiasm to
conceive, the energy to work, along with their shy
impatience with all inefficiencies and ugly defects
that they find in the world all around. Each one
of these can release an avalanche of power and
strength, energy and vitality, thought and action.
To channelize these resources in the bosom of the
heroic youth, they must be trained to study the
problems of life and to evaluate each of them
correctly. This calls for a special mental balance

in each and an unerring intellectual self-application.

With such a balanced mind and intellect, the youth
will be able to arrive at potentially creative judge-
ments and constructive conclusions. In the very
midst of confusing situations, how does one train
the mind and intellect, to evaluate and judge
explosive conditions, threatening challenges and
suffocating situation? This know-how is explained
exhaustively in the Bhagavad Geeta.

SWAMI CHINMAY ANANDA

Budhevi (the Goddess Earth) the revered con-
sort of Lord Narayana, took avathar as Sri
Andal in the bed of Thulasi plants in the flower
garden maintained by Perialwar. She was
brought up by Perialwar as his own daughter.
Even from early years Andal was not for wed-
ding any mortal, but set her heart on Lord
Krishna. Thiruppavai and Nachiar Thirumozhi
by Her, portray Her inaffable experience in
the ecstasy acheived in Love Divine. To relieve
the anxiety of Perialwar Lord Renganatha
appeared in his dream and expressed His willing-
ness to wed his dear daughter. With the royal
escort and paraphemalia supplied by Vallaba-
deva Pandian, Sri Andal was taken in a palan-
quin to Sri Rengam, the sacred abode for Lord
Renganatha. The Palanquin was put near the
Kaveri bund and attended to by her mates. St
Andal mysteriously disappeared to the be-
wilderment of Her mates and father. On Perial-
war's search in Sanctus Sanctorum, of Rengana-
tha he found Sri Andal there sitting at His feet
doing holy service she eagerly longed for. In
answer toVishnuchit’s fervant prayer, Rengana-
tha, asked Perialwar to make preparations for
the conduct of marriage on Panguni Uthram
day when he promised to go over there as Raja-
mannar with Andal and wed her as he desired.
This was done. This marriage festival is annually
conducted in this temple during the Brammour-
chavam festival with great pomp attracting
crowds of devotees.
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ORIGIN AND WORSHIP
OF TULASI

Abridged Version of article by
Dr. C. S. Sundaram

(Lecturer in Sanskrit, University of Madras)

Tulasi, the basil plant, is considered to be
sacred to Vishnu and is personified as one of His
consorts. The place where this plant is kept and
worshipped is called Brndavana. It is customary to
keep this plant in the house and offer worship for
prosperity, longevity and several other good things.

Tulasi is so called because she puts down
anything similar to her. Being the holiest, she has
no equal to her. Tulasi becomes fresh even after
extinction.

Origin of Tulasi

It is said that once Radha saw Gopi Tulasi
sporting closely with Krishna. Enraged at this
Radha cursed her to be bom in the mortal world.
Tulasi became dejected and Krishna consoled her
saying that in the mortal world she will be united
with the amsa of Vishnu after performing penance.

Tulasi was born as the daughter of Madhavi
and Dharmadhvaja. At that time, by a curse of
Radha, Sudaman was bom as demon Sankhacuda.
She married Sankhacuda, who with the power of
the Vishnukavacha harassed all gods. Siva waged a
war against Sankhacuda. Meanwhile Vishnu taking

the form of Sankhacuda enjoys the company of
Tulasi and spoils her chastity. This leads to the
death of Sankhacuda in Siva’s hands. Tulasi under-
standing Vishnu’s part curses him to become the
Salagrama stones. Her body in turn becomes the
Grandaki river containing the stones while her
locks of hair become the holy Tulasi plant. Thus
the two came to be united in the mortal world.

Brindavana Dvadasi

One of the important days of worship for
Tulasi falls on the 12th day of the bright fortnight
of Karttika. On this day the marriage of Tulasi with
Vishnu is performed.

The festival is important for the women. On
this day the Tulasi plant is worshipped. A small
twig of mysobalan is kept as a symbol of Vishnu
near Tulasi and the symbolic marriage is performed
in the evening. Wicks dipped in ghee are placed on
five or seven mysobalans and lighted. Traditional
devotional songs are sung by the womenfolk and
this forms an occasion for social gathering of the

ladies.
Thus Tulasi occupies an important place in
the pantheon of Hindu deities.
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Maha Vishnus Symbols

Maha Vishnu is depicted in mythology
and in temple imagery in human form with
four hands holding a mace, alotus, a disc and a
conch-shell. He is usually shown either as reclin-
ing on the serpent Ananta or riding on his
vehicle Garuda, the white eagle. He may either
appear alone (as usually in South India) or in
the company of his divine consort Lakshmi.

Gada (Mace)

The Gada is an earth symbol which shows
Vishnu’s sovereignty on the physical plane. He
is the God of the manifested world. Though the
Physical world is impermanent it is not non-
existent. As its substratum there is a neccessary
reality. This is none other than the reality (sat)
of Vishnu or Narayana who is the immortal in-
dweller of everythig (ataryami anritah).

Padma (Lotus)

The Lotus is both a symbol of the sky as
well as water. As a sky-symbol the lotus stands
for the wisdom of a Guru. As the tlower of a
water-plant it represents the best blossom of
bhakti. The lotus has a silent message for us.
The roots of the lotus are buried deep in the
mud. So are our roots lost in the mud of
society. The stem of the lotus flower is shaken
and tossed by the waves. So are we subjected to
the emotional fluctuations of samsara. But the
flower of the lotus stands far above the reach of
mud and water. Its bosom is only opened to the
glory of the benign Sun. Even so should we
keep the lotus of our heart unaffected by the
dualities of life and must offer it to the Ab-
solute.

Chakra (Disc)

The Chakra or disc is a fire symbol. It
deals with the realm of action. In the Bhagavad
Gita, Shri Krishna says to Arjuna, “The Lord
dwelleth in the hearts of all beings. O, Arjuna,
by His power of illusion, causing all beings to
revolve, as thoughmounted on a wheel of maya’

This wheel is identical with Maha Vishnu’s
Chakra. The Chakra rotates on the axis of His
will. His will keeps the world moving. The
Lord is the Supreme Truth or Sazya and the
whirling wheel is the reality of functional exist-
ence, the Ritam.

The Sankha or Conch-Shell

The Conch-Shell is an air-symbol repre-
senting the declaration of the Supreme word of
the Lord. Sri Krishna declared the great message
of the Bhagavad Gita by first sounding his di-
vine conch Pancha-Janya.

Lakshmi

Lakshmi is the divine consort of Maha
Vishnu. Vishnu is not a god of negation. He
affirms life. His grace brings to us the good be-
longing to the phenomenal world (the Preyas)
and the higher values of the noumenal too (the
sryas of the para). The embodiment of this
grace is Lakshmi. According to mythology
Lakshmi is the most precious value which
emerged from the churning of the milk ocean.
Our own mind is an ocean of milk. When the
divine and demonic forces in us clash and chum
our mind, if we could dialectically balance our
buddhi or intellect between the perceptual and
the actual and keep our reason firmly rooted in
the adoption to the Absolute (Vishnu), our
sffort will be blessed with the grace of Lakshmi
to enjoy both the aparz (here) and the para
(beyond).
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Ganapati comes first. The first obeisance
is to him. Everything auspicious should begin
with a consecration to Ganapati. Ganapati or
Ganesa is the Lord of the Hosts (Ganas). The
two Ganas are the shining ones (devas) and
the dead souls, ancestors or Pitris. The devas
belong to the ascending path and the pitris to
the descending path. The ascending path leads
to the world of the intelligibles and the des-
cending path binds us to actualities with the
strings of action. Being the lord of both,
Ganesa can offer us obstacles as well as release.

The Lotus-Carved Seat

Ganapati is seated on a pedestal resem-
bling the fully opened petals of a lotus flower.
The lotus is a sign of wisdom born of devotion
or contemplative mysticism. To sit is to be esta-
blished. To sit on a lotus'seat is to be a Guru to
proclaim the tradition. This symbol refers to
Ganapati’s Guruhood.

The Crown on the Head

To have a crown or a halo is the same as
being anointed, with chrism or sanctified oil.
The Christos or Christhood of Jesus refers to
the same anointing. The “‘Anointed One’’ is
the divinely blessed or commissioned teacher
of the supreme wisdom. As a crowned king has
full authority over the region he rules, so Gana-
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GANAPATI

pati has absolute authority over both avidya
(nescience) and vidya (knowledge).

Big Ears

Being elephant-headed, Ganapati has very
wide and long ears. Ears are for hearing. Wis-
dom never comes unsought. True wisdom is
well-established in such a knowledge which is
beyond the dualities of subjective-objective
division. For all those who have not attained it
there is the absolute necessity to sit at the feet
of a Guru. Wisdom literature in India of the
highest order is called sruzi, which literally
means that which is heard. In ancient days
there were no written books to read. The tra-
dition of India was to listen to a Guru. Lis-
tening , in Sanskrit, is sravana. One who has
listened to many great Gurus is known as a
bahusruta.

Small Eyes

Eyes are to see. There are two poles. The
outer organ is to contact the various and var-
iegated objects; the inner pole brings the orien-
tation of unitive vision. The wide opened eyes
of the extrovert sees the big bewildering world
around him in which he is only an insignificant
individual caught in the competitive world of
technology, and mechanism. To have a compre-
hensive vision of the cosmos with its starry
heavens as a complementary counterpart of the



awareness within introspection is necessary. We
should turn our eyes inwards and look into our
own mind to discover our real self. We live, as
it were, in two worlds, the cosmological world
of objective phenomena and the subjective
world of values within our own being. To link
these two worlds in one’s own knowledge and
to be nondualistic, we have to be contemplative.
Contemplative introspection is symbolically
expressed by the small halfclosed eyes of
Ganapati.

Introspective contemplation in Sanskrit is
known as manana. Svadhyaya or study of the
scripture is to be followed by critical contempla-
tion. It is not mainly for adoration that we
stand before the altar of Ganapati. We should
" be able to read the silent language of contempla-
tion in his symbolic features. His eyes require
us to meditate and ponder on the values of life
and the nature of our self.

The Long Proboscis

On hearing some intriguing news we say
we smell danger. On hearing something unplea-
sant we screw up our nose, as if it had sensed
some foul smell. A dog recognizes its master by
smell. Even a pig will not care to eat some-
thing which does not give it a favourable smell.
In all these instances we find the nose is asso-
ciated with the function of discriminating be-
tween the pleasant and the unpleasant, the fa-
vourable and the unfavourable. This discrimina-

tive faculty at its best enables us to recognize

the perennial from the falschood. In Sankara’s
Vivekachudamani the first qualification of the
wisdom-seeker is viveka or discrimination, fol-
lowed by wvairagya (absolute detachment).
Keeping oneself detached is a discipline. It re-
fers to the practical aspect of spiritual life. The
symbolism of the ear teaches us to listen to the
wisdom teaching. The symbolism of the eye re-
fers to its critical consideration and sympathe-
tic appreciation. The symbolism of the nose
consequently teaches us to apply that wisdom
in our everyday life. In Sanskrit it is named
nidhidhyasana.

The Broken Tusk

Ganapati is shown with a broken tusk. Ac-
cording to tradition this deformity was caused

by Parasurama who was an advocate of pure
brahminism. Ganapati as the son of Siva was na-
turally his opponent. But the latter’sacceptance
of brahminical values amounted to his tusk
being broken. The tusk, as we know, shows his
individuality. Even those who become adepts of
of the highest wisdom develop a spiritual ego.
The story Visvamitra illustrates such an instance.
This spiritual ego is much worse than a worldly
ego. It should be broken. Narayana Guru in his
Atmopadesa Satakam says

With skin, bone, refuse, and many an

inner factor of evil end,
Wielding these, lo! one ego looms: This
which passes,
Is the other: That Self which grows to per-
fection,
O grant the boon that it may not the ego
swell!

The pathetic humiliation of having the tusk
broken is no shame to Ganapati. He requires
that our egoistic homs also should be broken.
That is why the hard shell of a coconut is bro-
ken before Ganapati.

The Pot-Belly

The pot-belly is a sign of contentment. A
beggar or a hungry man cannot settle down to
peaceful meditation. Like Ganapati we should
also be content. A maxim of the Chinese con-
templative life is, “Empty the mind and fill the

belly.”
The Rice Ball and the Vedas

Ganapati has a rice ball in his left hand and
the Vedas in the right. Sometimes instead of
the Vedas alotus or the broken tusk or a jnana-
mudra (the gesture of wisdom-teaching)is shown.
All these are symbols of wisdom. This is a deli-
cate expression in the language of dialectics or
yoga. With the ball of rice he wants to fill our
belly and with the wisdem symbol he wants to
nourish our soul. All good things of this world
come under the category called preyas. The rice
ball represents preyas. The Vedas, the lotus or
the jnana-mudra represents sreyas which in-
cludes all spiritual values. A really wise man
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never gives up one for the other. He accepts both.
Enjoying a good meal is not against understan-
ding a book of wisdom like the Bhagavad Gita.
Each has its respective place in our life. A
woman can plait her hair and put on her best
jewels without sacrificing her spiritual virtues.
Most of the excesses in the name of spirituality
like eating bitter leaves, or fasting to death, and
all such mortifications of the body are unneces-
sary. This simple but profound lesson was
known to all great Gurus.

The Hook with an Axe

In one of his raised upper hands Ganapati
holds:a hook which has also the blade of an axe.
A determined seeker has to restrain his thoughts,
words and deeds from going astray through
dissipating channels. According to the Gita, a
mind which gets bifurcated and is running in
different directions seldom reaches truth. A
contemplative has to bring his mind again and
again back to one central issue. It is not an easy
task. The mahout of the elephant controls the
animal with a'hook. Similarly, we should also
have .the hook of restraint to keep ourselves
always on the path of the Absolute (brahma-
charya). Like wild creepers which choke the free
growth of a tree, irrational and sentimental ties
prevent most of us from being free. It is with
the axe of discrimination that we must chop
them down.

The Noose

Ganapati has also a noose in another hand.
A noose is a sign of bondage and an obstacle.
Another name of Ganapati is Vighneswara, the
Lord of Obstacles. One who can create an ob-
stacle can also remove it. According to Saivite
belief, to which context Ganapati also belongs,
all beings are cows. Siva is the cowherd (Pasu-
pati) and all beings are held bound by Him with
a noose. He saves the stray cows from going in-
to the wilderness by pulling the noose of de-
structive forces or of deliverance. Mind alone
binds the mind. By knowing this we can dili-
gently work out our deliverance.
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The Mouse with a Little Rice Ball

A mouse for an elephant to ride on! Is
it not ridiculous? But herein lies the beauty and
dialectical subtletyof the contemplative artist of
the past. In Indian religion humour is not ta-
booed, particulady in the South. Saint
Thayumanavar addresses Siva as the Mad One’
and Narayana Guru calls Subrahmanya the
‘Beggar’s Son’. But beyond the humorous situa-
tion of an elephant riding on a mouse there is
something which is akin to the inexpressible
wonder in this dialectical picture which is re-
ferred to in the Kena Upanishad by the mere
sound “Ah’ and in the Bhagavad Gita as the
woider with which one speaks of Brahman, the
wonder with which one listens to Brahman.

Among the animals on dry land the ele-
phant is the biggest and the mouse is one of the
smallest. Both Ganapati and the mouse keep a
bail of rice in their hands. All beings are thus
linked together on the physical plane with food.
The first impulse of life is the eating of food. As
soon as the child is born it cries for food. It is
the same with a puppy or a newly born calf.
Soon after they are born, they suck from
mother’s breast. The greatest wonder of the
word is the provision in nature for every
living being to get feod and drink to suit its
requirements.

In the Taittiriya Upanishad food is first
equated to Brahman, the Absolute. Because
the first joy. of life is the joy of nourishment.
Life itself is nothing but nourishment. Decay is
death. The golden thread of food links all forms
of life from the highest to the lowest. Psycholo-
gically viewed, the joy of taking food is as
much spiritual or belonging to the Atman as the
joy of meditation. It is in this joy, Ganapati and
the mouse get related.

The universal is never seen but in the par-
ticular. The ideal never exists but in the actuals.
Even so the incomprehensible Paramarma is to
be perceived in the Jiva. The allegory of the ele-
phant riding on the mouse refers to the all-per-
vadihg Almighty God residing in the tiny
heart of his devotee.



Janmashtami or Krishna Jayanti or
Gokulashtami is the day in honour of the birth
of Lord Krishna, an incamation (avatara) of Vishnu.
He is one of the most popular of Hindu Gods.

The anniversary of Krishna’s birth is held late
in the evening as he was born at midnight.
Gokulashtami falls on. the eighth day (ashtami) of
the black fortnight in the month Avani (August/
September). On this day the birth of Lord Krishna
is celebrated in South India. The corresponding fes-
tival in the north is known as Janmashtami. In the
house bronze or silver image of Lord Krishna is
kept in a small mandapa and worship is offered to
the deity. The house is decorated with floral. designs
of liquid rice paste. Small feet are drawn with this
rice paste to indicate the entry of child Krishna into
the house. Special fried sweets like murukku, salt
and sweet cheedai, are all prepared as offering to
the devity. Various types of fruits as jambu, gava
form offerings besides butter, milk and parched rice.

Scenes from Krishna’s life are also enacted. In
Gujarat, Rasa leela, Dandiarasa with sticks and
Talarasa with clapping of hands, is performed on
this day. This is similar to the kolattam and kummi
of Tamilanadu.

Krishna’s birth is celebrated in the Vishnu
temples also. Two important events of the celebra-
tions are the Uriyadi and Valukkumaram.Upto
this day these two events form a very important
part in the temple of Lord Venkatesa at Varahur in
Tanjore District.

Uriyadi is a symbolic festival held to celebrate
the childhood pranks of Lord Krishna who took
away the butter and milk kept in pots kept in a
rope net hanging from the roof.

The decorated image of Lord Krishna is
taken out in procession along the main streets of
the city. At one or more places in the processional
path the Uriyadi takes place. It is fascinating to
witness this. Some cash is placed in a pot hanging
from a pulley high up on a pole. This is pulled up
and lowered down. Youngsters, especially cow-
herds, try to catch hold of the pot using sticks. But
the task is not that easy as the pot is going up and
down and as also water is poured through syringes
on the persons who try to catch the pot. Finally

BY Dr.C. S. Sundaram, M. A, Ph. D
Lecturer in Sanskrit, University of Madras.

the person who catches the pot, gets the booty.

Slippery pillar is another highlight of this
temple festival for Krishna. A pillar smeared with
slippery gum, Castor oil is erected. On the top of
this pillar a pot containing cash is kept. Similar to
Uriyadi people try to climb this pillar. In this also
the onlookers try to pull down the efforts of people
who want to climb the pillar by pouring water using
pots and syringes. Finally the one who faces the
ordeal and climbs the pillar wins the cash.

During this festival Bhajans, with songs on
Krishna, are a‘regular feature.

In Maharashtra, also groups of youngsters go
about in procession breaking pots of curd hung up
in the streets as Krishna is said to have done.

One of the important fasts associated with
Vishnu is Ekadasi. This falls on the eleventh day of
each fortnight. Some important Ekadasi days are
the Ashada ekadasi or Sayana ekadasi, Kaisika e-
kadasi and Vaikuntha or Mukkoti ekadasi.

Ashada ekadasi occurs during the beginning of
the rainy season in the bright fortnight of the
month of Adi (July - August). Vishnu is believed to
have gone to sleep on the couch of Adisesha on this
day. Hence the name Sayana ekadasi for this day.
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His sleep continues till the ekadasi which falls on
the bright fortnight in the month of Aippasi
(October - November). On this day Vishnu gets up
from his long Slumber. The next day to this is
known as Brindavana dvadasi. The symbolic
marriage of'Vishnuand Tulasi is performed on this
day.

Kaisika ekadasi is held in the month of
Karttikai (November - December). This has a special
significance in Guruvayur Temple at Kerala.

Vaikuntha ekadasi or Mukkoti ekadasi is a
very important day for the Andhras as well as
Tamilians. The importance of this day and the festi-
val associated with this are found described in the
Vaishnava agama texts like Sriprasnasamhita. In
most of the Vishnu temples in South India an en-
trance known as Vaikuntha vasal (the gate way to
heaven) is found. This is always kept closed. On the
Vaikuntha or Mukkoti ekadasi day which comes off
on the bright fortnight of the Margali month
(December - January) the deity Vishnu is brought in
procession from the sanctum sanctorum before

this door very early in the moming, puja is perform-
ed to the holy door, and then it is opened. Then the
God along with the devotees enter the Vaikuntha
Vasal. g

There are some legends associated with this
ekadasi day. One is that when people were troubled
by Mura, during the Kritayuga, Vishnu fought with
him for along time. Unable to put down the demon
even after a long time, Vishnu entered a cave
for taking rest. The demon entered the cave in
search of the God. A Divine maiden came out of the
body of Vishnu and killed Mura. This day is the
Mukkoti ekadasi. Thus the observation of this day
came into vogue.

On the Vaikuntha ekadasi day strict conti-
nence and absence from food are practised. Vishnu
puja is performed in the house. The fast is broken
on the next day (Dvadasi) by taking food very early
in the moming. The merits for the one observing
the fast on ekadasi day are that the person acquires
prosperity both in the earth and in the heaven. By
observing this ekadasi fast one reaches the Vaikuntha.

covent not the wealth of any creature existing.

at hand. He pewades inside and outside of all.

as dwelling in all beings?

Ishopanishad

By one Supreme Ruler is this universe pervaded, even every woild in the whole circle of
Nature. Enjoy pure delight, O man, by abandoning all thoughts of this perishable world, and

Aspire, then, O man, to live by virtuous deeds, for a hundred years in peace with thy neigh-
bours. Thus alone, and not otherwise, will thy deeds not influence thee.

To those regions where evil spirits dwell and utter darkness prevails, surely go, after death,
all such men as destroy the purity of their own souls.

There is one unchangeable, etemal, intelligent Spirit, even more vigorous than mind. Mater-
ial senses cannot perceive Him. Therefore, the sage withdraws his senses from their natural course
and perceives the Supreme Being everywhere present.

He moves all, but Himself does not move. To the ignorant He is far, but to the wise He is

He who considers all beings as existing in the.Supreme Spirit, and the Supreme Spirit as per-
vading all beings, cannot view with contempt any creature whatsoever.

How can joy and sorrow overtake him whom through wisdom, perceives the Unitary Spirit

He overspreads all creatures. He is entirely Spirit without the form either of a minute body,
or an extended one, which is liable to impression or organisation. He is the muler of the intellect.
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68, Fyrmim et G, FRISULLT-8. QasTCGuP: 81546

ygsn yFu geel emsaar! eTanearpp wrdfiser! veelgwrer L mesesir!
&&n Swr s s UL BFCFEvEer! Coul’ly goT, SiswTHaer, FL L &6, GL Ly HEaar!
Ger&m aeré@ GCsoawrer FLoLser Burwwrer d%uie) ef psUnEEDE.

o disdt Bourmanl uRtadTLL &1 GarmEGmip!
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With Best Compliments
of

G.K. International Pte. Ltd.

10, ALBERT HOUSE
SINGAPORE 7.
PHONE: 328329 TABLE: GK SINGA
TELEX: RS 25893 GK
IMPORTERS, EXPORTERS, INDENTERS,

DISTIBUTOR FOR FERN BRAND PURE GHEE

With Best Compliments
of

STERLING SHAFINA
(MERCHANTS) PTE LTD

Financial Consultants

303, 3rd FLOOR, LIAN HUAT BLDG.,
163, TRAS STREET, SINGAPORE 2

GP: 0. BOX 973
CABLE: SHAFINACO — SINGAPORE
MELEX: SHAFINRSI25679
MEI:"2222421%




- With Best Compliments

from

M& FERNANDO & SONS

General Ship Stores Suppliers — Importers & Exporters
Commission Agents
Member of ISSA

Pure
Sri Lanka
Tea
45, Winchester House,
P.O. Box 256
Singapore 1.

Tel: 433586

912459
2223953 Cable: “FERNCO”

2841893 (Factory) Telex: RS24891 A/B FERNCO

z't Bet Cmpmes fm
g BOON CHANG ENGR. &
“« CONSTRUCTION PTE LID

INDUSTRIAL & CHEMICAL PLANT WORKS
MACHINERY & PIPING INSTALLATION
VENTILATION, DUCTING & BLOWER
FURNACE, OVEN & DRYER WORKS

STEEL FABRICATION
HEAVY & LIGHT STEEL STRUCTURE,
TANK, SILO & CONVEYOR

RIGGING WORKS
HEAVY MACHINERY, CRANE & STRUCTURE
HOISTING & ASSEMBLY

CIVIL PILING & CONSTRUCTION
SUITE 808, OG BUILDING 915536

UPPER CROSS STREET, OFF: 917588
SINGAPORE-1. RES: 802864
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With Best Compliments
of

P7INS
SAGAR

TRAVEL AGENCIES

A\ /4
SAGAR TRAVEL AGENCIES

62-A, Market Street, Singapore 1.
Tel: 918136.

Do Call or See Us For The Best Reliable
& Cheaper Air Fares
To Any Part Of The World.

With Best Compliments
of

Rex Book Store (Pte) Ltd.

24, DHOBY GHAUT, SINGAPORE 9.
DBE232377 61
BRANCH:
273, SELEGIE ROAD, SINGAPORE-7.
TEL: 362440




With Best Compliments from

SENG LONG ENTERPRISES
PTE. LTID.

38, CARPENTER STREET
SINGAPORE-1

General Merchants
Importers & Exporters

983949, 436560
CABLE: SUCESSLONG

With Best Compliments

from

Jurong Brick Works (Pte.) Ltd.

26, UPPER CIRCULAR ROAD,
SINGAPORE-1
TEL NOS: 436616/436620
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WAH SENG TRADING (1970) PTE. LTD.

10, Hong Kong Street, Singapore, 1. Tel: 97418 & 911694
Store: 850, Lorong 17. Geylang Singapore, 14. Tel: 493990

IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS OF FRUITS AND VEGETABLES ETC.
AR ANPESRAREEE2LFARRBEELAHTE N R

With the Compliments of

3] 2 F&ﬁ(/\ﬂ\)% ‘ﬁ'ﬁ ﬁx%‘n
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SINGAPORE SIN SENG LEE TRADING CO. (PTE) LTD.

IMPORTERS, EXPORTERS, MANUFACTURERS
REPRESENTATIVES AND COMMISSION AGENTS.
No. 23, NEW BRIDGE ROAD, SINGAPORE, 1.
TEL: 430813, 430814, 430815, 984810 : &
€ R4 4f Cable Add: ‘‘SINSENTRAD”




With Best Compliments

of

Wing Wts Loong Chun Hee

DEALERS IN ROSE BRAND COOKING and COCONUT OIL

No. S CHANG CHARN ROAD,
OFF ALEXANDRA ROAD,SINGAPORE -3
TEL: 641604

ysso yHw srGEYTD, Hrawfl, yssousrafl. sSHTH, UT,

srepSry Ul @O YLmusst, Bred YLemassr, ulGmre Cailypser

2508snm Hiaw@ast wHnd ubhEms afliysdar, Coey aldiyser,

swlkwm o.cp&dr, ULGHEID UrTUTELS FHanOseT TS U
urmia Sraer Glaee 6 a6y g

@i orernssdar 5500 Aubm

&S50 gayefl Bldownn

[ DlLIolo]s

(SPONSORED BY THE GOVT. OF INDIA)

85, £yvnsanciv Cpr®, Frimsiyyi=-8. Gursii: 29522861

67, ossris Cpn(p, Corevrevingyi. Cursr: 28821
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With Best Compliments from

uh agesraps afvrev mFeu 9 6WT6USLD

Sei Shaamugs Vilas
Restaursat

THE BEST VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT IN THE CITY

119, MARKET STREET SINGAPORE-1.

3 : Bl WY o
Spiwenrd WHYD UL DUUNEEHES FDDD pen mui 6
o omay swurfggy Crilen wns uflwr nUu@LD.

ANI MANI PORCHALAI

94, SERANGOON ROAD, SINGAPORE-8. PHONE: 2931918
9wl wewt GluTmHFTHV
94, Fyrmis st GG, Fmsiyyi=8. Curar: 2951918
o msar yfereripn HFroyn S mbyn Howf wesl Qufned |
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ARRIVALS OF ROM [NDIA

“PARNAR lmporters & Sole Distributors-
N.ANNALAKSHMI COMPANY Gt
HL.NGI Aol Hivauiar

188-8 RACE COURSE ROAD, SINGAPORE-S8. dudeen
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With Compliments from

UNITED COMMERCIAL BANK

(Head Office: 10 Brabourne Road . Calcutta . India)

BRANCHES IN SINGAPORE:

RAFFLES PLACE,
SINGAPORE 1.
123 SERANGOON ROAD TEL: 93126 16 ENGGOR STREET
SINGAPORE 8. SINGAPORE 2.
TEL: 2931133 TEL: 2203474
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With Best Compliments

from

M.A. EATING HOUSE

eTLD. 6J. 2 _GWIGU&HLD

71, MARKET STREET, SINGAPORE-1
TEL: 96659

With Best Compliments

from
ugssusTr. Cared(hevlg

Batu Pahat Goldsmith (Pte) Ltd.
AREEAN VAR LS

Head Office: Branch:

84, Serangoon Road, 81, Serangoon Road,
Singapore, 8. Singapore,8.
Tel: 2931731 Tel: 2939548
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With Best Compliments

from

ASIA SILK STORES

HOUSE OF SAREE

NO. 58, SERANGOON ROAD, SINGAPORE-8.
TEL: 361605

With Compliments
of

UTH 6UlaTUIeD LOGHTI
VASU BANCILE STORE

NO. 64, SERANGOON ROAD,

SINGAPORE-8

TEL: 329566
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X Wedding Invitations

X Ear-Boring Ceremony Invitations

X House Warming Invitations

X Matured Ceremony Invitations

X Weekly & Monthly Magazines

X Programmes

X Tamil & English Type-setting Service

And

for all your quality printing requirements. ...

Consult

ad. o9, Cs. HFFHLD
VGK PRESS PTE LTD

1SFATSEIIEGIE R@ABR  SINGAREBRE =7 - uIELSSSi7ESs

@Hhe vy 94C G ualuWWhaudi 6u whipay 6)aiam G
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AirIndia is one of Asia’s most
experienced airlines. And today
one of its busiest. Flying to more

- destinations than most other

Asian airlines.

To South East Asia, to the
Far East and Australasia.

To the Middle East, Africa,
Mauritius and of course to India.

To the USSR, Europe. And to
the US.A. ,

The truly international airline.

When you fly with us you’re
flying with someone you already
know. Enjoy a unique brand of
Asian hospitality. Gentle,
considerate service on board.
Efficient, courteous service when

you check-in.  *

Isn’t it awfully nice to see a
familiar face when you’re
travelling to places you might'not
know sowell? :

Call your travel agent or
AirIndia 2205277 '\ .

SAINE-FRIEDIST

More flights tomore places than most Asian airliiiés"
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