


PEOPLE’S POET

(BARATHIAR)

3

C N ANNADURAI M A T
detor “Dravula Nadu” iy

i NEW JUSTICE PUBLICATIOR e
Washermanpet STk Madras. 21 :



' FIRST EDITION : 1948.

ANNAS FOUR ONLY
e SRl




'PREFACE

Hver sines -our inspirer and guide Com. C. N.
_hnnadursi, delivered his first english speech in the
ALR. on* PEOPLE'S POET * letters were Pouring info
- our offics from. students here and abroad asking us to re-

jprodl:u::a the same in the columns of our weekly * New

Justice” and we could ok s&tasfy the Wa,nts of - our
xeaders for sevetal rea.sons. '

, In these c'iays when Anna. has hecome & very
,:iamﬂmr and lovable name, whose penstrabing thoughtis,
mi ravolutlona,ry outlook magnatises the entire youths
SO at‘aemph is made to carry his thoughls on ‘Peoples

. Poat’ (Bha,ra;tshmr) iso ‘the masses,

Hm«a,ccla.xmed umque posmcm ag to<day’s ‘hop.mogt

L Tamﬂ speaker and his unparalled style, matchless mastery
.. aver language, commendable Cicexo’s oration and above all
©Antonian. dehvery in Tamil ; is quite mgmﬁcan‘s ‘and ‘gn

‘diminished in English. In fact it is no ‘exaggeration
- He'ig the best english peakez in" f.he Dravidian Feders:
twn, '.I‘hls speech on ' People’ ‘Poet bxmgs to: ﬁhe

iff"‘:sha roaders.

i Pummms,

o ‘mw msmrcz
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' 'PWNE’S POET

PEOPLES POET!
: mmg anfl significant as the
ferm is, it is a warm tribute
‘not only to the . poet bub

also o the people - for the

“ people had  had  their
~mongrehs - and - ministers,

w f:thei'r warriors and savioﬁrs,‘
“their seers and samts, 1mira-

o cIe«mongem ‘and pmests,
By b it had no poets - -‘and from

ine a.bunda,nce,

vtongue, i were

Char-

- such like sermons -
* that supplemeute& th Toyal
_rodand the whip of
" ages pash there were “poets
: _poets who
- supplemented the seriptures
“ler who pohshed the 'a.laces

S ar]stoer&ﬁ. :
- due course 018 Tore.. 1mp

“tant ‘em in the Royal pars-
4,77phernaha, one more police-

Judgment later on. Theéef
"poets spoke in .a dlﬁerenh‘

very ‘very-

~rare. The. poet’s voice did:
S the funetmn of the fsemple—«
. bell or the pal&ce dram but
;.;»rarely aid thaﬂs volce repre-
: “inne rm o8t
e ﬁhoughiss of the peopl and.

":'fa.r from the people
aesplsed the
* where they - rose, and used.

,Whé?ﬂ ati -Gimes pbeﬁs spoke

about the people, it was to
point. oub %o them, how -,

'greedy and worldly they

have become, how imperma~-

" nent and illusory this world
‘is, how ginful is silverand

how ungodly is gold, and
ermons

Poetd beea»me in

tongue a,lhogebher and wers
“They
cmwd from’

ﬁhen: poetle gemus ’ﬁo gain



‘ moym’s POET -

- a&mzssmn ‘in~ the royal
palace, and when once there,
they -wend

provmed his
The poets

of all sorbs,
gold was pure.

of the Sangam period, are.

" noble  exceptions to- this
gorry rule, and they are

the posi;s leash ¥nown o’
"prospects

: ~ the people. . a
" Poets either beaame ven- WP

dors of virtue in versed or
‘became: pleasure-merchants,

‘the people of oux? d‘ays

*.gnd they “found i ‘hard’ and

ﬁnnproﬁta,ble to became “the

Paoples Post. '.!fha;t is ‘the
- reason why we. ﬁnei no out-
i ‘s{sa;ndmg paoples poeia ﬁaftiet

on  weaving
. wordy wreaths for monarchs.

pa,rtlcular bank of dispensa- '

. ‘tion for which they were
“the’

‘gelf-appointed - agonts. e
Like the clever banker, or
the active insurance agenis
these poots began to pour
forbh rhymes in abundance,

“gbout the soundness of their

Bank, about the dehghtfnl

‘dxwdendz. a.nd the bright.

If one poeh gave
sweet song
about the . powers - of -
Géru&a -of Maha Vishnu up

'rose another to: supply s
“with & sacred sonneb a.bou{&

the stately bull. of Siva,

“or:the beam.tlful pea,oock of
'Muruga. or- eveu the ugly



their duby to lend thelr .
- poetic strength ‘o supple-

» ment the sound - duty. or 1o
duby, it was such a. paying
job that there was a rush

in  that direction. Poets
assumed an attitude of supe-

r1or1ﬁy - they enjoyed the

-COMMOnN, » Man's confuszon,~~
they  tried to" compromise
 contradictions and  beautify

absurdlﬁles they were: loud

in thelr denuneciat tion “of

thmgs worldly ; the worth-
lessness of huma-n llfe, the

hntleness of manklnd andi ‘
they presented B poeﬁm pma
_fure of the unknown world

heaven up:above the clouds,

and tha hell underneath the
‘earth - the Telescope Was in :
. ong ha,g to- aross’ hurdles

‘thess are eriough 0 secure a -
- place of honour in the paeﬁs»

BOLE OF PEOPLE S
PORT |

Tt s not easy to take up

. the role of & people’s poeb -

Bharathi rose equal o this

 stupendous task. Ib i iy easy

t0 heecome - the paet of " the
classes, some sweet sonnets
about . the sﬂvery moon
smmmmg in'a sea of blue,
Some poems about the twm-

-klo of the stars, fine poems
‘ about
_the -
in. rivers, lyries abbu’ﬁlc'xvs ‘

the :
~flower,

fragrasnee of ‘
the rhythm

an& verses about valour i

gallery. But to discharge
the dusies of & peoples post; -

5 had;red take. many 9 dwe u
le to dangers and should nob

wxbh 1ma,gmary desorlp’ﬁlon«

a,bout the :
worlds l .The 1gnomnt stood

thought. i

theologlc&l -
J,elrele of friends knew an&

spoke
a.ma.zed aJnd bhe 1nhelhgenh it

adored the art and noh the

. think about patronage and

populanty. Thotigh a selecis .

a.boub ‘the - poehm ;

- genius of Submmama Bha-
”:ra.thl the people as a whole.
" were almosn

~unaware of




PEQPLE'S POET -

" thear poet $il st a later
j ,sﬁage, and ‘then oo, it was
of & political

‘‘the posms
golour that was presented to
the people, and not the
- poems, which a peoples
- poet alone can conceive and
Vdeh‘ver
in abundance. The shepherd
gleeping inside a temple

forgetful of his home and.

vocation, the goddess rebur-
:aing after  her midnight
supervision; the smile on

- her lips onseeing  the sim-
curions ides

- pleton,. her
;?’ﬁo make him & poet. the

» ,gentle pat’ and the touch of
»”_,’(;he d1v1ne rod, the Woﬁ&er. 05

We had had poets -

;fzontler of two eras--the

’Et‘ta.yapnmm ‘
_ surrounded by hubs, a,ge old
y cas{;es were still mﬂpower,

moderms‘ was peepmg m, :

vﬁll cast a look of conﬁempﬁ ’
and suspicion on one who
says boldly”. I am the peo-

ple’s poet, I ming for them
and sbout them, because I

am one. of them.” Thers
would be no recognition and.
the more radical - his. poems
are, the more vehement Wﬂl :
be the opposition. “And in
this dangerous ground, we

find - Subramania  Bharathi -
taking stea.dy steps vmtow

'rlously

BHARATHI’S AGE

Bhamtha was bo:cn on the :

n&ustrzaﬂ revoluﬁlon was

_ya_agw;;mgabhe old. ,or&sqg metj :



G WA

bhe new Wath sorrowful and

scornful eyes, and there was
‘ahallenga in 'the look of the
was -

new '.Bharathl
‘born durmg that period
and - more could have
lmagme& that he will be-
eome the warrior in the Mduel

bebween the old- érder -and

the New-for .in the -old

order of things his was af

‘ oomfort;able place

dn thls anc’l of ‘pa,mdoxes a
Tland where_ arrog&nge a.nd ,';

‘§he energy, a land of some

dazzling ideas and millions
cof mufte peopl,e 8 land

~where there i§: a,poplexy af

‘the. centre- and “anamis at -
tha exiiremes, the lanil of
‘courage se well 8 fear, the

land of faith

ag well ‘as

despair, Byron and Burke .

-landed hexe just then, only
‘to  meet ' Bharatam
, Bagavaﬁham.The booming of

the gun bgeame familiar - bo:
“the ears of . the people and

and

the. age-long . temple. drun’

was not silent in such a
land of paradoxes and per-

plexities, ~Bharathi was

‘born,'and in -such a land "

BHARATHIAR s GLAIM :

* history moves but slowly L

a,nd it needs a sbrong push T

because he" .wa,s the. beople ;
' poei‘, He was ‘angry- Wlth the -

forexgner,f and wanfed. hlSy.f’

 country 0. ‘become fres bub
 that was not his goal that ‘
was nob to be his end. Tt -

was but the. beginning - be



PEOPLE'S POET

o

' Vwanhed'to free his country,
men  from  all  shackles,

. wanbed them to rise upin.

~ the  estimation = of  the
‘world, wanted to see, a new
land peo'pled by ' men and
“women  of & new type
altogether, | He found ' the
- people enveloped in fear.

Fear was written on their’

very faces.  They were: ai-
raid of mnythmg and every-
thing, not only did they
~ dear the foreigner and his
gun but t/heiif own brethren
: .chanbingsome slogams-fhey

_were afraid of ghosts and

: ';phantoms

: I‘IGHT FOR FREEDOM

| Sueh a people, cannoﬁ be-
'."come the standard  bearers -

‘of. reedom, &nc“g o land

. ’shsir‘,

“out to  fhem,

‘Bharathi saw clea,rly,

ed ﬁhe peopla ’tsc fight

‘mind-t0 shed off
inferiority = complex. ~ He-
ingtilled into their minds®
hope and couraga he placed
before ‘$hem  their own
bidden: powers and pointed -
~how = that
power . i s . being -
wasted,  the slumber of
the - masses, * their ‘dross
ignorance and superstition,
their inferiority complex
and their caste. prejudices-
‘and
he deﬁelmlned to i root
out these evils, and none
but & peoples -poeb c0uld ,

innate

‘have been 40 deeply inte-
,5meshed in these problems.
- Bub" Bhara,tshl knew £u11]_

WGH that it was ‘the age of
the common ‘man - the era
of democracy - and- he wanh— ‘




plough the womn at theu' :

eradls, and even the . ehﬂa-=

®n st the play- grounds, -

He did not, llke the poets of
g bygone age, pom{ung oul,

anclenﬁ scrlpts o supporh’
placed‘

“but
the m&ssas, :

of freedom

brefore “the

world evenﬁs of 1mp0rﬁa,nea"

the freedom movements of
distanﬁ lands ‘He announ-
ced’ to'the people thé. dawn
of freedom in Ita,ly through
hhe marvellous

the revolutloﬁ"‘ and placed’
-a-hrand new plchure aboub
from

- Russia, free

‘:‘:Bussm - these were the
“pw‘hures that

of Indra or

IBES'IIITBG- '

t;he'f

he’ placed o
" vot “the ‘tyheologlcal Iands'
Brahma .

j peoples poet.

countrymen at Fiji- islands, -
and like Shakespeare he
asked, look at this picture '
and at that I That' is the
One ‘who is g
not afraid = of pomtmg out
the follies and foibles of his

* own people, ons who is not
afraid of showing to his

own people, how slow they

- whereas peoples

are in thought and action
of
lands were movmg fasb a‘n&?

faster to s nobler sphere of

foundy a,nd.he d1d th&t -wﬁ;h"‘i}_"‘

~and having pla,ee& these pic-. : 7

- tures, he

f t,hem Wiﬁh a pén plebure Of‘i"
Vi ‘mlif‘ ‘p

also : presente&f.i 1

“adtivity. and 1ife. -

‘unmask canb and thocrisy

/ ‘He'was
a,fraad of the pnvﬂeged,,; :
s, and did not ~falter o

piace the full " fachs before‘“”
- the people

Ag the peoples;‘;
post . it was hls ‘duby ﬁc,‘_

remarkable -
enthusmszn

_courage: a,n& .

T OONSEBVATISM e

GONDDMNED
There ls an a.{aﬁempt by‘zﬁ‘

fm&ereated partles ‘so enla,rge

-other -~




. PEOPLE'S POET

the portrait of Bharathi the

National Bard, not *entirely

because they love that por-

“trait - bub - because, they
ﬁhmk that that portrait’s
mmensmy will conceal from
* the publie oye, the - obher
‘porbrait,,
Bharathi the people’s poet.

Bharathi’s poems  are 10’

‘mere hornests, The peo-
ple s. poet, was not afraid to
lay bare the aabsurdltles of
‘ancient Syshems aaid
i:houghts, and in almost in-
fu:na,ﬁed %i;one he asks those
fwho, champmn the eause of

thaﬁ f;hmgs ancient ought
n - that- accounﬁ be “frue

and «noblel fﬂ'allacles and
falsehoods f,here were from
tlmes ‘ mmemorma

dare you a,rgue ﬁhat hecause
anc1ant ﬁhese i

"t'he asr.af,
,'should;preva.l 7

the portrait of after

-from the a.nclenb codes ana
‘ place& before the people, &
* new vision altogether.
- refused to. allow the bheught N
of Mafya phllosophy to have
""*a; hold on’ ‘the people he

LIVE IN THE PRESENT
SHAPE THE FUTURE
’

- In ancient times, do yon
think -that  there was nol
the ignorant, and the shal
low-minded ! ' And why
all” should Loyet
embracs 0 fondly & CArcags -
dead thoughts. - Live in the

- present and shape the future,

do not be casting lingering

looks to the distant pash,

for the past has - pasged

away never a.ga,m o rehuru—‘ G
‘50 says Bharathi-and. there-

in we meet., He gave a

“moral code for the masses,
: v~noﬁ unrela,ﬁedf to

 conservabism in very sbrong’, ‘Some- B

Woras, ‘Fonls ! Do you argue,”

licul ed hh at th@ory,‘ e
strongly and mfurmﬁe& the
Asmmlﬁes, i he wa:s«n‘ ‘

llfﬁ, L ‘,

Ho




Cama

afraid of the' consequences..
A people immersed in such .

a thought, Bharathi said,
will become inactive, un-
‘progresslve and - such s

:people will’ become worbh-"

B
HIS RELIGION

Hunger and pover{iy and -

,1g‘nomnce. he will not tole-
~zate, and he raises his
~powerful voice against the

fyranny of fhe  rich, and

 threatens the” whole world

* with dire consequence even
'if a single individual is

made to starve. He wants
. the people to lead & fulllife-

; 'develop their faculties  im~

prove : Vthexr

joy all the benefits of
- the new era. His rehglon,
“is not to be ‘priest - craft

'~,and sloga,n shouﬁmg = hig.

"rehglon is servlce fo huma~
nity and: brotherhood in the
broa,desﬁ sense.

:  commercs - -
\;'O.Sfili, lige hen land a:na,[

“TASK UNFINISHED"
WILL - BE FINISED
The task that lies before
the people’s poet, is & ,might‘y
one. Tt is his task to make
the - people realise new
truth, take a new ' path,

and geb 2 new process of

valuation altogether. I is

his task to release the peo-

ple from the clutches of the

‘be  fought out,

Astrologer, and place befbra :

them the Astronomer; his is.
~ the task to drive out the
- Alchemist from the people’ B
~'mind so ﬁhat the. chemist

can ‘come in. . His is the

task to. push aside the
priest so that the teacher

. can got & place. The people’s
poet has the mighty task of
"&rwlng out the influenca =
of the - Miracle monger §0
that the Medical man can

“find & place in the order of

things. Superstition is to

80 that

f‘sciene‘e can  floyrish. In

ff':f”*; 13

shorh the people 8 poeﬁ hm.
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the task of a revolutionary-
and more difficult than that
of the revolutionary, for the

people are apt to mistake
the tyrant for the saviour

and the - saviour for the

tyrant. He. fought with-
courage, and though the
* batitle is not over yet, and
though he is no mote alive,
he has given an armoury of

suceessful

thought, enmough for .the
1l termination of -
the fight, and" the best and

lasting - tribute that ome

_can pay to this people’s.

poet, is to continue the
fight - the fight for freedom.

“of the people, in its fullest

and noblest sense. And -

there are men. for the job
- and it will be finished,
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