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L Perumul Pallis nianavar 7

.3 (By Vldvm P 'K.'Padm inab

Kerala the land of Parasurama {s=21ch
_in its tradmons, anted’? uvian  customs,
More than
—everything else il\ affords ample ,cope
! for the survey and%crutmy/of the ar tiqua-

rian. Apart from (mytholspby and Itradiy
‘tion which are for the mosg purt the' out=
comsz of supersutn inand idle imaginationy’
thc hrstoiy of Kefala has nol: yet been
breuvht to the searchmr daylwht of rea-
* son in a pure, impartial and scientific spirit.

Who were the erumals that reigned:
supreme in our land for «centuries ? With
whom'did that illustrious line of rrulers
come fo aniend?

Remote from the ancient capital of ‘the
Perumals, " in an out-of-the-way village
close to the backwaters of Vempanad,
lay deep in the bosom of the floor of an
-old dilapidated building, the statuette of!
Pallivanavar, a famous Perumal® of Ker-
“ala. Tradition says that the Perumal

" yetired to ithis village named Neelam-
percor, after renouncing the glory and the
p]easures of this transitory world, to]
. spend the evening of his life in ralmous

_contemplation.

On what gro{‘gd can such an assertion
be justified apart from Lhe traditional |
bchef, the historian may ;\sk AllL jmpar-|
‘tial critics u.naglmo.xsly Admit that the

eople of Kerala arE\mor‘ conservative'

“than ihelr brethren in the c'her parts ofr
South Indla. In sqch a» com, - ity it }s
absolutely _z;e:tam tha! no cpstom “an.
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\.,
coxy espema’ﬁy i’ matters touchmg weli-
{ gious functions. Hence the attention of
the reader is invited to an important
custom associated with the  fuficlions of
the Poaram festival held ‘annually at *ha
temple of Neelamperaor,. soon ' after - the.
Onam idays of the month" of Chingam.

Tradition connects the orig'n of Pooram

a Pa:ﬁfmﬁ. #

place. The original trustees of tic,*=~ &
‘used to begin the functiors of Pooram

fter formally getting the verbal sanction
zzf Pallivanayar who presided over all
those functions. This custom ‘is still in
its full force. The eldest members of
Alappurath and Puranatt, two of the
families of original trustees, walktowards
the building which in days ‘gone by was.
dignified by the presence ©of Pallivanavar,
and formally-pray in silence ‘for Toyal
sanction to begin the Pooram functions-
The enthusiastic multitude of visitors and
allithose who take an ‘active part in ‘the
Pooram celebration, will'be watehing ‘the
ceremony with bated breath and a ‘s0-
lemn ; silence: pervades ‘the whole at-
mosphere. The functionaries of thiscere-
mony o[ silently. praying for sanction be-
haye in such.a way as ‘to indiedte the
awful .qn",' august -presence of rthe

bath evillently. bear testimony-to th= faat
lhat lh& Perumal P.auwanavar ‘took up

resrdm%e in Neelamperoor m-a-reman
as
axgwgs' from the flooy, of siu alargsaid

crqp up. w“hqnt lhe sla”qctloq of orlho-!
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with the coming “of ' Pallivan.var to thi/

Pgmmal‘p-l-ﬁence itradition ‘and custom

bullding that fhe pﬂgnt stamm:
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ydus and Christfins combined. In'former.
“iimes there wis a ﬁ))ex rstizion? t’mt unless
Chrlsna,n F{?st pulled a chariot it could

t be meved.
ow I shall writg of  what has been an
v L_.‘prax tice, the first item of every
tar. festivil following Onam,
alh\ramv«r, it is believed, used to pre-
Mside in the former building near the gate
(4 to wnduct'-‘ﬁe above festival = The Hin-
~dus of Neelamperoor are divided into twa
,g;ames the Northerners and the Souther |
ers who vie with each other to mike their
erto jce the more successful.  The
1 dewsn;?t;he parties would g0 to the pre-
. sence of the proesidegt and ask his permis-
. “sion with much ven3a'tion and solemnity.
‘to begin the festival. After the death of
i Pallivanavar, the leaders used to offer
three chakrams (coins) each on a piece of
silk at the dofr of the tomb-shed, stanc
<with the palms'of the hands joined togetller
| in solemn silence and mentally reql;%;f

‘the unseen présndent to forgive their st
frespasses and to allowa them to begin ; e
Husiness of the festival.
germination of the request and the assi fned
“receipt of sanction, there comes a suﬁd‘en
outburst of tom-toms, petards, and  deafe-
ning cheers of the people.. After a pada-
yani, or mock-fizht conducted in imitation
of old warfare, they begin to skip, hop,
and dance with all springiness of body
.and limbs, keeping time with the monoto-
nous chant beaten on theddrums,
The temple of Neelamperaor is situated
-on a beautiful little, gra\&{.ally sloping hillk
covering anarea of half a square mile,

*surrounded by widely expanding paddy-

-

ﬁelds About two furl&ags to the T‘.JE
of""‘mus anather Smaller plet:eFc ' fidof
similar descrlg"ion, with a compouna nd .
house called - Tiruvancuikkulam During -
lhelr anaualm “uit the authorities of ‘the
Tlruvanchlkkuldm temple in Cochin, rece.
ive the tax on tjs compound along wrth
that of varjous lher propertias” Scalitered
as far as Qullon in Trdvancore The two
pieces of Jand are connecifd by an em-
bankment. Every year duking the araut
or bathing fesbval Siihe deity in the star
Uthiram irythe m+nth of Meenam, Palliyil
Bha zavatlly £rte 0at on a pompous proces-
sion to perform hei sacred ablution ina
tank adjacent to'the‘said compound.  Tie
temple was origigally” celed Pallippadik-
kal, literally the threshold of a'church;
-As to the date of the foundation of the

‘temple, there isnota single datum, but

the general trend of opinion is that it was
built during the reign of the Perumals,

‘The accountant already referred to fur..

nished me with some isolated facts, names
raqd fizures revardnw the early hlstory of
th teniple. | 18 sto; ‘es connot claim his-
tarmal pretenstons as rewards sequence or

Soon after tha‘ perspectlv.e of vk, " but they throw

some s alde'llﬂ’ﬂt'ﬁ o ancient history. Ex-
tensjve landed property is said ‘to ‘have

bech bestowed upon gll il Blmgavathi
fox’hex maintenance, in round Nee- a
Janfperoor. It is said that Siva set up by
Palfivanavar was removed by one of the =
Tekkumkur Kings of Kottayam, in Tra- =
vanco g and (FE preseht goddess Kartya-

Chnsnans also had until recently, to do :
certain functions in the temple. They
also used to dance during the {estiv?
Makam angl Pcoram. I have seen a sfvan
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