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PREFACE. 450&

It is the instinctive faith of the lamb in his Shepherd that
makes me smile in the face of the frowning clouds of cares and
save myself from being drifted along aimlessly with them, as an
anchorless raft. For I feel through the dim moving fog, a smiling
Light, a charming Flute, a protecting Power and in my steadfast
gaze at my Lord I see, that all the clouds disturbing and distress-
ing me are only passing ones and become less opaque the more
concentrated my yearning gaze develops. Faith is the Anchor of
life.

The drama of Rukmani-Krishna is the conquest of Faith, over
worldly obstacles. The steadfast belief of the Princess of
Vidharba in the entity of the Divine Protector — the Lord of Lords:
the Slave of His Bhakthas — and the marvellous mannerin which
apparently unsurmountable adverse conditions yielded in the fierce
ray of her faith and hope is a revelation, which must enhearten all
struggling souls.

At present, mythology and music are tabooed on the stage,
if academic critics have to smile. But if mythological themes,
which have so far kept the Hindu religion intact, have no place
on the Stage or the Sereen, where else can we enjoy them and light
the Divine Spark in us. If musie, the grand creation of the Flutist
has no place at the theatre, where else would you have it. Music
and Dramas are inseparably interwoven and cannot be divided
without killing both.

In the unwavering faith that the world opinion will, in spite
of temporary misdirections, revert to the same opinion, I am
writing this mythological plot, at a time, when fashion demands
a jeer at such tales.

In the preparation of this drama, I wish to express my thanks
to Sri K. M. Sivaramakrishnan B.A., B.L., for his help during the
drafting and to SriS. Nagarajan B.A., for helping on editing.
My thanks are also due to the members of the Coimbatore Music
and Dramatic Association, who first staged this drama and
secured for it a popularity.

Ist July 1938. : M. SUBRAMANTIAN,
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NOTICE.

404,

Those who intend staging this Drama are
respectfully informed, that they should obtain
the permission of the author before doing so.

All rights are reserved.
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