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°
I doesn’t require any very detailed statement of the
reasons why a very correct knowledge and appreciation of
the literature of a country are needed. For, the literature
of a country is a mairror which reflects the civilization and
instibutions of a country very vividly in all its stages
of “development. That a knowledge of the country’s pasb
and of its progress or transition is essential by way of
stimulus to future progress, is conceded by all. The Tamil
land owes a deep debt of gratitude to Mahamahopadhyaya
V. Swaminatha Ayer, for reintroducing the great classical
epics and pieces of* heroic poetry, thab possess in a pre-emi-
nent degree the merits and excellences due to literary master-
"pieces. Of them Pathirruppattu wholly, and Silappathika-
ram partly, deal with the Chera dynasty of the immorbal
lines of Tamil Kings. The History of that dynasty 15 still
shrouded in considerable obscurity. Any works that bear
upon them, and any exposition of works that would serve
to enlighten the public as regards their history and the
achievements of their Kings in peace and war, and any
narrebive that would popularise the stories of those kings
would *meet with a sure welcome from the eager Tamil-
reading public
Ip gives' me considerable pleasure to write a shorb
prefatory note to the work of my friend, who, in undertaking
to write in an easy elegant and classic prose, the life and times
of such of the Chera Kings as can be gleaned from the said
works and from the other historical sources, has renderad a
public service. Mr. Pethachi Chettiar’s love of Tamil, and -
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his readiness to help Tamil writers, and nstitutions, are
well-Bnown to the public. And his encouragement of the

author in bearing the cost of this publication is highly praise

worthy. ' e
This short work is carbain to give a correct insight into
the social and governmental polity of those times, and in
particular, those of Cheran Senguttuvan. His prowess, his
knightly virbues, his generous appreciation of his rival kings,
his sense of tha responsibilities of a king for the welfare, pros-
perity, and progress of hissubjects, and his golicitude for the
same, his piety, his councils of ministers, generals and learned
men, and his deference to their advice, the equipment of his
army, and his victorious march right up to the Himalayas
and his generous recognition of the heroism of his victorious
troops by personally conferring on them decorations and
honours on ths banks of the Ganges are described by Mr. M.
Raghava Ayengar in the present work in easy and interesting
prose with apt quotations at intervals. The major portion of
his work is based on some of the chapters of the third
book of Silappathikaram. The illuminating commentary of
Adiyarkkunallar not being available for the Vanchikkandam
of Siladpathikaram, the students that seek to study that por-
tion of ths epic are sure to find instruction and guidance in
the pages of this book. And it goes without saying that
Silappathikaram is itself a unique work in the literature of
the world; for we have no instancs of a similar work in any

-

other literature by a Royal author who had given up the -

“worldly pursuits, and taken holy orders. and yet was called
upon to compose an epic dealing with many lay and temporal
institutions, pleasures, and pastimes, the lives and habits and
ideals of various castes and professions, in commemorating
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ths life of an ideally chasts and virtuous woman. Nor can
we find a similar instance anywhere of a same Royalauth-
Or dealing impartially with the life and times of his broth-
er and King Senguttuvan as also those of his rival kings.
The moral fervour and the aesthetic perfection of thab
work are unsurpassed; and the descriptions of natural scen-
ery are vivid and his narration of the story is entrancing.
A stimulus to the study of that work and similar works 1s
greatly added to by Mr. M. Raghava Ayengar in writing
and publishing this work.

His dedication of the book to the memory of the foun-
der and first President of the Madura Tamil Sangam, while
it expesses the agbhor’s gratitude for him, isalso appropriabe
in illastrating the principle for which the late Mr. Pandith-
arai Thevar, lived and worked, namely, the popularisation
- and improvement of the Tamil Tanguage and Literature.
Further, Mr. Pandithurai’s labours in the vindication of the
claims of the Tamil Langnage and Literature somewhat
bear an analogy to the achievement of the hero of this work
in vindicating the greatness of the Tamil Kings of those

fimes.
Madura, T. C. SREENIVASA AYENGAR,
EOL= T 1985 Secretary,

The Madura Tamil Sangam.
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haps Nanniya-Deva), came from the South. He was
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