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INTRODUCTION

~ Literature reflects the Life of Man. The conditions
of a period can be studied from the writings of that
time. Tamil Literature is no exception to this rule.
A careful study of Literature reveals in a great measure
the essential qualities of the people, customs, manners
and habits. Perunkapiyam and Sirukapiyam are two
great authorities in Tamil Literature. Sirukapiyam
contains 96 Prabandhas. Tutu is one amongst them.
Each of these sections brings to light those aspects
which contribute to the happiness of man. As regards
love, due consideration is given to the important part
played by message and the messenger through whom it is
sent.

Message, as the 'word denotes, is a vehicle of
communication between one person and another. It is
not possible for the heroine to be always in the
presence of the hero, and most often the message
has to be passed on to the heroine by a messenger.
The' love-lorn hero, who cannot bear the separation,
derives consolation from messagess The heroine
desires to know more about the hero through a
messenger. There is always the maid at her disposal
to run errands and sometimes she resorts to other
" methods of contacting her Lord. Even in other
spheres of life, the messenger plays a prominent part.
The king sends spies to his enemies. The messenger in
such cases should be very efficient and tactful lest he
should land the hero in embarrassing circumstances.
More than the hero, the heroine, whose mind is torn by
anxiety and worry, is entirely at the mercy of the
messenger. The agony of separation makes her appeal
to any object of nature, animate or inanimate, to
convey her message to her Lord. She practically
pleads with the moon, the stars, the cloud or she
bemoans her fate to the birds and the beasts, as she
imagines that they would carry the news.

This only shows the fertile imagination of the poet.
Objects of Nature are freely adapted for the purpose.
A classical example is Kalidasa’s Meghasandesa where
the cloud is requested to take the message to a lady
separated form her beloved. The appeal is so
emotional and pathetic that the messenger is

completely won over to fulfil his mission effectively and
quickly-
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This edition published under the name of Tutut-
tirattu consists of six works.

Periyatambi Pillai Peril Man Vidu Tutu. This
work is based on a palm leaf Manuscript bearing
‘R. No. 4977 purchased in 1954 from Sri Singaravelu
Kavirayar of Mithilaippatti in Trichinapalli District.

Vellaiya Rajendiran Tukil Vidu' Tutu. This is
based on a palm leaf manuscript bearing R. No. 4978
purchased in 1954 from Sri Singaravelu Kavirayar of
Mithilaippatti in Trichinapalli District.

Muttuvirappa Pillai peril Man Vidu Tutu. This
is based on a palm leaf manuscript bearing R. No. 4978
purchased in 1954 from Sri Singaravelu Kavirayar of
Mithilaippatti in Trichinapalli District. ‘

Senkunthar Tukil Vidu Tutu. This is based on a
palm leaf manuscript bearing R. No. 1756 purchased
in 1948 from Sri V. S. Dorairajan, 45, Singarachari
Street, Triplicane, Madras.

Sankaramurtti Virali Vidu Tutu. This is based
on a palm leaf manuscript bearing R. No. 316 deposited
in this library.

Manavai Tiruvenkatamudaiyan Megha Vidu Tutu.
This is based on a palm leaf manuscript bearing
R. No. 570 transcribed during the year 1923-24 from
a manuscript belonging to Vanamamalai Sri Ramanuja
Jiyarsvami of Vanamamalai Mutt, Nanguneri.

My thanks are due to Pulavar M. Pasupathy, Tamil
Pandit of this Library, who prepared the press copy
and corrected the proofs and to the Dorson Press for
their willing co-operation. |

Madras : T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
Curator,
22nd June 1957, Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library.
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