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PREFACE
By Mr. T. C. Srinivasa Aiyangar, B.A., B.Li, M.LO:;
Advocate & Vice-President,
Madura Tamil Sangam, Madura.

SREE KRISHNACHARITRA VIMARSAM.

My friend Mr. V. S. Ramaswami Sastri has placed the Tamil
lovers under yet another debt of gratitude by rendering *Krishna
Charitram™ a work of the great Bengali author Bankim Chunder
Chatterjee into Tamil. “Krishna Charitra Vimarsam” is an
appropriate name for this translation. It is not a mere narration
of the entrancing story of Sri-Krishna, nor is it a panegeric, nor is
it an exposition, of the profound philosophy associated with Him.
No subject has created so vast a devotional literature as Sri
Krishna, and yet no subject has in recent times provoked so large
a quantity of polemical literature, The Krishna tradition has
exercised a lasting influence on the lives, thoughts, and beliefs of
India, through the ages and Sri Krishna's life and teachings pre-
sent lessons and problems from many aspects. Doubts and
difficulties, now regarding the personality and again regarding
the accounts in the diverse works held sacred, arise; whether He
has a historical personality or He is simply mythical and is the
creation of the imagination of Pouranics or the Epic Poets. It
is no wonder that Sri Krishna is a subject of considerable interest
to students and savants as well as to devotees.

Bengal, though largely Saktaic, yet has developed a Vaishna-
vaism devoted to Sri Krishna. The excesses of unthinking devo-
tion and belief have added further layers of fiction and legend to
the already heavy thick crust enveloping the life and message of
Sri Krishna. In the conflict of the sectarian schools, and in the
onslaughts of certain foreign missonaries, Sri Krishna's life and

- purpose have been the objects of attack and defence, but neither
afford useful data for serious study and constructive criticism.

Bankim Chandra took up the subject and the older literature
in Sanskrit bearing on it, for critical study.
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Bankim Chandra lived in a period of transition in Bengal.
Intellectually, he was a product of the modern renaissance in
Bengal. He had his roots in the old Hindu culture. His out-
look was modern, and he derived his critical and historical method
from his European culture, The work bears the impress of the
author in the severely modern critical approach he has adepted.

In the nature of things, it would be difficult to expect a
general agreement to his views. But few would contend that a
large quantity of legend has mnot gathered round the subject.
Bankim Chandra’s treatment of the subject has opened a line of
research.

The subject of Sri Krishuna is dealt with in seven parts. The
author subjects some of the Puranic accounts to searching analysis,
rejects some as unauthentic, and builds on a foundation of un-
questionable authorities and historical probabilities. The author
presents, as a result of his researches, Sri Krishna, as a super-
man, endowed with superior capacity, intellectual and moral,
carrying a high sense of public and individual duty, playing His
part with a relentless will, to purge society and state-policies of all
that was unrighteous and oppressive and to steadily restore the
reign of law and order, tending to progress and welfare of peeoples
and kingdoms, and stressing all through, the supreme dictates of
“DHARMA”.

Bankim Chandra’'s work deserves to be known to the
Tamilians. ‘

Mr. V 8 Ramaswami Sastri's qualifications to translate the
work are many. He is a Sanskrit poet and scholar. He is a
keen student of Tamil, commanding an easy and fluent style. He
possesses a good knowledge of Bengali and Hindi. His love of
letters led him to change his practice at the bar for the Principal-
ship of the Rameswaram Sanskrit College. His friends were
anxious about his health when he retired from the principalship.
The rest he earned has somewhat improved his health. and the
leisure he acquired has stimulated his literary activities and not
the least of his recent contributions, is this translation.

%\gf?;f%g } T. C. SRINIVASAN.
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