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TO THE READER

The system of Tamil Phonetits expounded -
" in this book is not a mere improvisation of
symbols prefixed or suffixed to the existing
Tamil characters, but a thoroughly scientific
one based on fundamental phonetic - princi-
ples enunciated in Thdl’kappiam, the oldest
of existing Tamil grammars written, perhaps,
.,some three thousand years ago. The reader
is therefore requested to delve deep into the
~ book and 'try to understand the basic princi-
ples of 'I:amil, Phonetics before he attempts
to ‘translitefate_ any Ianguagé in‘the system.
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