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-51
428/1912| airpey® | 12 |18~ 8-1177,18- 8-1166
571/1907 sdgari | 12 |21- 1-1178 21— 1-1167
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3. Epi. Ind. IV, Page 266 & VIII, Page 264.
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1218 30 1196-7 1118
1092 31 1197-8 1119
215 | 85 1201-3 1123
111y (4) 6 1212-3 1134
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4. Ins, No, 189 of 1929.
5. Ins, No, 37 of 1825,



133

soperde oomuwsts ACGss genisaien srem’iGup
Sarper. Gednafor CGu umsmn o arie; Gk
Posurtar Fosred soOal HEEer @Qmess Suru
avde. &G @meumd s LflernGaranGL. ampi
gt arerug 2.m®.° (Qoafertan plypGa
Boalwg ererug Yar@e a@pbd SU@Qarseldn
dflars aler&s0U@LD).

QyrerBrraailsr gpl. fé sreomisdr
@Q@aemr g Phues Hpeo
Qurer@rreer WY GU WS ... &, 19 1166

O rreErrFe (QnHs s e &80 1172

QursnBnedr pe o-flev fo @9 117278
LD G

GCars ghser rGshog ... & 9. 1178

&Ceor S Sitis enild @grrarrr‘@mrep} 2.5 1178-80
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aensafier sFeund Bdvemwuud Qur D 5% senolssss
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G055, Qb aparuiyd am_Rsendguwfu LEseTd



134

SFOFS Sewls, curter FTHHpBIGaflsr & Qs
A eorisgert (Qenar ** erGwfen’ erertuGld Sl
‘ STESETER[ T T [ g Ui EET. @)ESTTEB_ (B
ugPaser  grsrmsssrrre  Oeaeflil i Rererar.
erifufe erariL(Bd STOSFEMEHRH Y ITNHFRAEGL
LweruBh g Sifln GuréSeaud @b, @t Itk
&6 TGT @iFL.LD, LTS, $F, Spend, sHyGHID o 8w
waslr HPNtsTe ¢ eTlnfen ’ simrGaran® &8fs e
B, GTeNL_ & &E60hd 3l GHL_eTLD,
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geral AL-gb Cg8 e i AfamIFsnt. @ sy,
L gemiioresr Big-Cilient_ude) 6rphDHHTe) Caurﬂgjm LDLIG
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1- Epigraphia Indieca; Vol, 10, Pags 137.
2. Ins. No. 134 of 1929-30.
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- Qe sGeuBHliug. &60(daut_ (HLling.
12 21—1-1178
11 Q1l—1—1177
10 d1—1—1176

9 21l—1—1175 17—3—~1174

8 21—1—1174 17—2-1173
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0 2l —~1—1168 17-2—-1165

QoUW &5 @rrerSrredr 2111166
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- 3, Indian Ephimeris A. D. 700 to A. D. 1799; by
L. D. 8wamikannu Pillai, Vol. I, Part I
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4. A. R. E. 1947/48 Page 3

5. Ins. No. 504 of 1920
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Prof. F. Kielhorn, Ep. Ind, Vol. 9, Page 213.
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SUMMARY OF THIS BOOK

King Vijayalaya was the founder of the Chola
empire established in the year A. D.850. In his direct
line was born Rsajy Raja the Great who ascended the
throne in A. D, 985. The subsequent Kings in the line
 of this dynasty were :

(1) Rsjendral (8) Vikrama Chola
(2) Rajadhi Raja I (9) Kulothunga II
(3) Rajendra Il (10) Raja Raja II

(4) Rajamahendra  (11) Rejadhi Rajy II
(5) -Vira Rajendra (12) Kulothunga III
(6) Adhi Rajendra (13) Raja Raja III
(7} Kulothunga [ (12) Rajendra [II

Around A. D. 1280 the empire was absorbed into
the Pandyan fold. Modern Thanjavur was the capital
of the empire upto A, D.1025. TLater Gangaikonda
Cholapuram (at present a sm:ll village in Trichinopoly
District) was the capital till the end. Mummudichola-
mandalam or Palayari (now a small village 4 miles south
of modern Kumbakonam) was the seat of the Royal
family.

In this Bobk

In this book “Aruladaich Cholamandalam” I have
dealt in detail with the chronology of the three Chola
Kings namely Raja Raja 1I, Rajadhi Rsja II and Kulo-
thunga IIL in the period between A. D. 1146 and 1182,
The main subject and the thesis established in this book

a2
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are the result of a comprehensive- study and research
work done by me with supporting evidences from

Inscriptions, Ephemerical calculations and relevant
records.

Raja Raja I1

Raja Raja Il commenced his reign in the year
A.D. 11456. He was followed by Rsjadni Raja II after
whom Kulothunga III ascendsd the throme in the
yesr 1178, The relationship among these three Kings
and the circumstances under which the latter became
Kings, sre still under debate. The chronology of events
so far held runs as follows:

In the year A.D. 1162, Raja Raja II fell sick. He
wanted to appoint a heir apparent for the throne.
Bince his two sons were then one and two years old
respectively, Raja Raja selected Edirilipperumal (son of
Neriyudaipperumal, grand son of Vikrama Chola) as
the next heir apparent. However, the Great King died
in the same year. Kdirili was then a young Prince.
During his four years of probation period, the adminis-
tration of the empire was looked after by the frusted
Chief Minister, Pallavaraiyan. In A. D- 1166, Palla-
varaiyan anointed Edirili as King and gave him the
royal (anointed) name “ Rajadhi Raja I1”. Rajadhi Raja
ruled upto the middle of A. D. 1178 when Kulothunga
III ascended the throne.

Basis

The above mentioned chronolegy was based on the
interpretation given to the Pallavarayanpettai Inscrip=
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tione of Rajadhi Reja (433/1924) engraved in his 8th
regnal year. This inscription was discovered in 1924
and the original text was published in Ephigraphia
Indica Volume 21, page 184. 8ri Venkatasubba Ayyar
has digcussed the subject in detail. |

*Liater discoveries of Raja Raja’s insctiptions proved
that he continued to rule far beyond 1163 and died only
in A.D.1172.1 But according to the interpretation
given to the Pallavarayanpettal inscription, Raja Raja
died in A. D. 1163. Therefore the question arises ag o
which is correct? 1163 or 1172 2 Raja Raja’s inscrip-
tions are true and are not false. Therefore something
is wrong somewhere in the reading of the original text
and the interpretation of the Pallavarayanpettai Inserip-
tion. This prompted me to study the subject in detail.

Surprise

I went to the temple at Pallavarayanpettai near
Mayuram in Tanjore District and took an estampage
of the inscription. Further { started analysing the
subject at the same place where the inscription itself is
engraved. ILine 12 of the inscription decides the crucial
issue. Unfortunately this line is damaged in three
places. There are three gaps where certain letters are
missing. Ephigraphia Indica Volume No. 21 suggested
and assumed three words and inserted them in the gaps
g0 a8 to give an interprefation which furnished the

1. See pagés 52t058 Ante. Also see ‘The Colas' page 354,
by K, A. N, Sastri Reprinted 1975 Editien.



252

history of Rajadbi Raja as detailed above and whick hag
been in vogue for the past 52 years.

I measured the gaps and verified whether these
three assumed lettera can be inserted or accomodated in
the gaps. To my great surprise, I found that there is
not enough space or room to accomodate the suggested
letters in the respective gaps. For example, in a space of |
12 centimeters, where only 3 or 4 letters can be written,
6 letters were suggested which would have required
18 centimeters. In other words the assumed letters
cannot be inserted in the gaps. The words suggested
for the three gaps by Ephigraphia Indica Volume No. 21
(which cannot be written in the gaps) are :

() PERIYADEVAR THUNJU: which gives the
meaning that “Rsja Raja died in 1163”.

(3) PPONTHAR: = which gives the meaning ‘‘as
decided and selected by Rajs Raja at the time of his
death’’.

(83) NICHAYITHU (Nalam Thirunakshathirathile) : =
which gives the meaning “that Rajadhi Raja was
anointed four years after 1163,

Having proved that these assumed letters cannos be
inserted in the gaps, I came to the conclusion that the
chronology so far accepted, becomes unreliable.

In short we go back to the original position of the
lnscmphton ag it was discovered in 1924 or rather to its
‘ag is where is condition”. Once again we have %0
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re-rehd the whole text in the context and light of Ilater
discoveries of Inscriptions and further progress made
in this field upto 1976.

My Theory

I have given a new reading to the text based on
the references related to later discoveries of inseriptions.
'Ephemeris, Literature and to the conven$ional and the
established practice of the Cholas. I have discussed the
sabject in detail with supporting evidences and thig leads
to a revised chronology. My findings are as follows:

(1) A few years before A.D. 1166 (around 1161
or 1162) King Raja Raja facel some troubles from within
from his relatives, officers and a few feudatories. At that
time, hig two sons were one snd two years old Hig
trusted Chief Minister Pallavaraiyan moved the children
and the harem to the well guarded and safe place ‘' Raja
Rajapurum”. The Minister succeeded in his main
object of eradicating the local problems and danger. The
Minister’s efforts consumed some yearss And when
everything was cleared and peace prevailed, the King
decided to appoint a heir apparent to the throne. This
was in A, D, 1166. The sons were then 6 and 7 years
old respectively. Since the young sons were not aged
enough to ascend the throne, he anointed Edirilipperu
mal as heir apparent. Hdirili was the son of Neriyudaip-
peruma, sister of Raja Raja. Edirili was then 14 years
old. The qualifications of a candidate to be heir
apparent are that he should belong to the main stream
of the royal blood and he should be marriel. Oaly then
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he can sscend the throne. Therefore Raja Raja arranged
‘Edirili’s marriage and put him on the throne.

2. Edirili wag given the amoinfed name of Rajadhi
Raja IT.

(3) Rajadhi Raja was anointed between the 4th
and 16th January, A. D, 1166.

The understanding was that, after the demise of"
Raja Rajs, Rajadhi Raja should rule the empire for
sometime and hand over the same to one of the two sons
of Raja Raja at the sppropriate time, when they attained
the proper age. Minister Pallavaraiyan was chiefly
‘responsible in advising the King to take this decision.
He also assisted the King in implimenting this plan
effectively.

King Rsja Rsja and Rajadhi Raja jointly ruled for
six years from 1166. Raja Raja died in A, D. 1172,
Rajadhi Raja continued his reign.

The Pallavarayanpettai inscription was inscribed
in the 8th regnal year of Rajadhi Raja II corresponding
to A. D. 1178-74. From this inscription we come to
know that Pallavaraiyan was then dead. Rsjadhi Raja
in grateful appreciation of the services of Pallavaraiyan
donated 40 velis of lands to the bereaved family of
Pallavaraiyan. In the same inscription, Rajadhi Raja
publicly announces the secrei of how he became the
King. He says that since the sons of Raja Raja II were
young, he was made King under the then circumstances.
He openly admits that the legal heirs are the sons of



late Raja Raja II. From inscriptions Nos. 163 & 166 of
Pudukkottai 8tate (Kudumiyanmalai) we come to know
that Kulothunga I1I was one of the two sons of late Raja
Raja II. Therefore it is clear that in A. D. 1172-74
(as per the Pallavarayanpettai inscription) the two sons
of late Raja Raja were under the safe custody of Rajadhi
Raja. Further Rajadhi Rajs was ever prepared to hand
over the empire to the legitimate sons as and when they
attained proper age.

In the year A, D. 1178 July, Kulothunga IiI, one
of the two sonsg of late King Raja Raja 1I, ascended the
throne. Both Kulothunga and Rajadhi Raja jointly
ruled for two yearss They were on good and cordial
terms. In A.D. 1180, Rajadhi Rajas handed over full
responsibility to Kulothunga and went to Andhra. Hae
spent the rest of his life in Andhra and died there in the
year A. D. 1215.

During his reign, Rajadhi Raja conducted two
successiul campaigns against the Pandyas who were then
asgisted by the King of Ceylon.* The first campaign
was in the year A. D. 1169 followed by the secondin 1176.
In the second campaign, young Kulothunga also partici-
pated in the war along with Rajzdhi Raja.® 8uch kind
of participation of the youngster before the accession,
was not uncommon in the history of the Cholas.

2. See page 156 Ante. For first campaign refer ins. No. 20
of 1859 and 443 of 12324, For second campaign refer ins. Nos.
465 of 1905; 261 of 1925, Also see S.1.1. VI, 438,

3, See page 163 and 169 to 173 Ante.
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1163 or 1166

In the year 1907, Professor F. Kielhorn fixed the
date of the accession of Rajadhi Raja between the 28th
February and 3Cth March A. D.1163. He published
his statements in E. P. Indica Volume 9 Page 211. His
calculations were based on 5 inscriptions discovered
upto 1904. The astronomical data of these inscriptions
did not mention the names of the cyclic or 8aka years’
but furnished only the months, lunar thithis, days and
nakshatras. Therefore Professor F. Kielhora said that
he assumed Rajadhi Raja’'s commencement year as
A.D. 1163 on the strength of the then (1907) available
materials. Later, more than 77 inscriptions of Rajadhi
Raja were found. 27 inscriptions contain astronomical
data. Oat of these 27, only 2 supply the names of the
years which confirm A. D. 1166 as the year of accession
of Rajadhi Raj» II.* DBased on these two inscriptions
and with the aid of other available materials the
conclusion becomes irresistable that Rajadhi Raja
commenced his reign between the 4th and 16th

January 1166.5

If 1163 is censidered as the commencemant year of
Rajadhi Raja, the chronology of his campaigns against
Pandyas and Ceylonese army gets shiftel four years
ahead of the events recorded in Mahavamssa, the national
histery of Ceylon. This is a serious discrepancy. If
however Rajadhi Raja’s commencement year is A. D. 1166

4. E.P.Ind. Vol. 10 Page 127 and Ins. No. 134 of 1929-30
S. See Page 138 Ante,
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only, the chronplogy of these campaigns tallies with that
of Mahavamsa: Professor K. A. Neeclakonta Sastri has
also confirmed® that the events mentioned in Mahavamsa
will tally only if the date of commsncement of Rajadhi
Raja’s reign is brought down to 1166. Thus the only
view ‘and sastainable conclusion is that Rajadhi Raja
was anointed in A, D. 1166.

Double dates

As per Professor F. Kielhorn’s assumption, the
commencement of the reign of Rajadhi Raja was
A. D. 1163, Later, certain inscriptions confirmed the
commencement year as A. D. 1166. Therefore the
question arose as to which was correct. DBased on the
old interpretation given to Paliavarayanpettai Inscrip-
tion (No. 433/1924) historians came to the conclusion
that Rajadhi Raja was crowned in A. D. 1163 and was
anointed in A. D. 1166. The historical literature of this
period suggests two dates viz. 1163 and 11€6 as the
commencement dates for Rajalhi Raja.” It is believed
that some of his inscriptions refer to A. D. 1163 as the
commencement year and some to A.D. 11€6, There
cannot be two initial dates for one King. We have
already established that A. D. 1166 alone is the commence-
ment year of Rajadhi Raja. Also the astronomical data
of the inscriptions of Rajadhi Raja furpish correct and
equivalent christian dates only if they are worked out
on the basis of A.D. 1166 Janusry as his commencement

6. ‘The Colas'Page 372 and 359, Reprinted 1975 Edition.
7. ‘The Colas' page 360; E.P.Ind, Vol. 31, Page 271
03
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year. Those inscriptions which were worked out by
E. Kielborn also agree with A, D. 1166 as the commence-
ment year.

Rajadhi Raja’s last Regnal Year

As in the case of his commencement year, his last
regnal year 1s also a debatable ome. Till now this is
considered as 16 on the basis of inscription No. 339 of
1921 ipscribed in a Shiva temple at Trivadhi, South
Arcot District. The astronomical data of this inscription
supply the equivalent christian date as 16—11—1178,
Since his commencement year was considered as 1163,
on the basis of Trivadhi Inscription, his last regnal year
was calculated as 16. However, in page No. 33 of A. R.
E. year 1921-22, this regnal year is mentioned as (16).
The bracket clearly indicates that the year 16 iz not
available in the inscription and that it is agsumed. This
prompted me to verify the inscription personally.

When I went to the temple, I found the regnal year
engraved as ( ) 3. The first number is missing. The
gsecond number ‘3’ (written in Tamil) is a little brokens
However, it is clearly visible as 3. This can be easily
ascertained as 13 only. However, it is not 16, Fuarther
gince A. D. 1166 is his correct commencement year,
Trivadhi inscription belongs to his 13th regnal year onlys
Therefore, this inscription cannot be taken as being
related to the last regnal year of Rajadhi Raja.

Inscriptions of his 14th regnal year are numerous.
Therefore, we have to find out the subsequent and the
last regnal year inscription. Inscription No. 11 of 1929
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at Pallavarayanpettai belongs to his 15th and last regnal
year- As per this inscription his rule in the Chola
country came to an end after June A.D.1180. He
completed 14 years rule and his 15th year of reign was
only partial. His inscriptions from 16th to 49th regnal
years are found in Andhra.® This clearly proves that
he left the Tamil country in the middle of A. D. 1180,
' gettled down in Andhra in A. D. 1181 and died there
‘around A, D. 1215,

12th Past 14th

In the insoription No. 209 of 1932 at Punganur,
the regnal year of Rajadhi Raja is mentioned as ‘' Padi-
nalavadana Pannirandavadu’. Since historians believed
in two sets of commencement years for this King, one
beginning from A.D. 1163 and the other from A. D.
1166, the regnal year mentioned in the inscription No.
209 was interpretated as 14 equal f0 12.° The difference
is 2. However, it becomes difficult o reconcile this
interpretation with the two initial years A. D. 1163 and
1166 whers the differenceis 3. As we have already
shown, there cannot be two different sets of initisl dates
for this King. A. D. 1166 alone must be taken as the
commencement year,

The general rule in reading Tamil inscriptions is
that, if two dates are given for the regnal year, then

8. See page 129 Ante; Alsc sse ‘The Colas' page 358;
Edition 1975.

9, E.P. Ind, Vol. 31, Page 271; A.R,E. Ins. No. 209 of
1932; A.R., E, 1931-32, Page 37, para 18,
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they must be added.’® Accordingly the regnal yegr in
inseription No. 209 is 26. As Rajadhi Raia ruled over
the Chola country only for 14 years, the question will
arise as to how it will be possible fo interpret inscription
No. 209 as belonging to his 26th regnal year. But we
must remember that after 14 years of rule in the Chola
counfry he went to Andhra and continued to reign there.

The meaning of this regnal year is that Rajadhi
Raja inscribed this inscription in the 12th yesar counted
from the end of his (previcus) 14th regnal year (total 26).
In other words this is 12th past 14th which belongs to
A. D. 1191-92. From the above Punganur inscription,
it can be infered that ‘

(1) Rajadhi Raja ruled the Chola country for

14 years. His 14th regnal year ends inm
January 1180.

(3) He left the Chola country in the middle of his
15th regna! year i. e. in the middle of 1180.

(3) In the 12th year past his 14th regnal year, he
caused another ipscription to be made at
Punganur which corresponds to A. D. 1191-92,

Duaring his reign in Andhra, Rajadhi Raja was
respected by Velanadu Chiefs who were then the feuda-
tories of the Chola Empire,!* Ths territory of Vela-
nadu Chiefs extended upto Kalahasthi'? which is nearer

10, South Indian Temple Inscoription Vol. 3, part 2, page
239 and 369,

11, E. P, Ind. Vol. 31, Page 272.
12. E. P.Ind. Vol. 29, Pages 228, 232 and 237,
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to Punganur, Therefore, Rajadhi Raja who was then
living in Andhra made this inscription at Punganur.

At that time Kulothunga was the sole monarch of
the Chola Empire including Telugu country. Theretore
the question will arise whether the 26th regnal year
ingeription of Rsjadhi Raja was acceptable to Kulo~
thunga. I§ was acceptable to him.

Tribhuvana Chakraverthin Rsjadhi Raja Deva was
always respected in Chola cocanfry. Knuloshunga in his
17th regnsal year inscribed an inscripion at LThirnvannai
Nallur which belongs to the year A. D. 1195 June. In
this inscription he borrows the prasassi of Rajadhi Raja
Deva and orders the reader to insert that prasasti in the
beginning of his inscription before proceeding to read
the text.!® This clearly shows his love, affecfion and
respect towards Rajadhi Raja Deva. Therefore, it
becomes apparent that the Panganur inscripfion of
Rajadhi Raja belonging to A. D, 1191-92 was acceptable
to Kulothunga since he proceeded even to the extent of
borrowing the former’s prasasti in A. D. 1195.

Kulothunga III ruled the Chola Empire upto A. D.
1217. Throughout his life, Kulotbunga was ever grate-
ful to Rajadhi Raja. He expressed his sentiments and
gratitude to Rajadhi Raja by way of renovating and
eonfirming the charitable endowments made by Rajadhi
Raja during his reign.'* He even borrowed Rajadhi

13. Ins. No. 313 of 1902; S.I.I. Vel. VII 942.

14, 171 of 1925; 259 of 1925; 262 0f1913; 1£9 of
1929 ; 270 of 1927;137 of 1925.
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Raja’s prasastis and prefized them in his own inEcrip-

tiong.18

To sum up, the chronology of events batwesn A. D.
1146 and 1182 is ag follows:

1146
1161
1162

1166

1169

1172

1173
1176

King Raja Rajs I[ ascended the throne,

The King moved to the new place Rajarajapu-

ram with his one and two year old songand
harem,

King Raja Raja crowned Edirilipperumal,
Edirili was the son of Neriyudaipperuma, sister
of Raja Raja. Edirili was given the anointed
(Royal) name Rajadhi Raja II. He was anoin-
ted between the 4th and 16th Japuary. Palla-
varaiyan played the major role in the imple-
mentation of this scheme.

Rajadhi Raja IT conducted successful campaign
against the Pandyas and the Ceylonese army.
Pallavaraiyan, the trusted Chief Minister was
responsible for the success in this campaign.

King Raja Raja II died. Rajadhi Rsja con-
tinued to rufe the Chola Empire as monarch,

Pallavaraiyan died.

Rajadhi Raja conducted successful campaigns
agsinst Ceylon and Pandya country. Young
Kulothungs, one of the two sons of late Raja
Raja II, participated in the campaign againsé
the Pandyas.

15. A.R.E. 176 of 1908 and S.I I Vol. VII, 942,
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- 1148 Kulothunga III ascended the throne in July,
Both Kulothunga and Rajadbi Raja jointly
ruled the Empire.

1180 In the middle of 1180 Rajadhi Rsja handed over
full responsibility of the empire to Kulothunga.

1181 Rajadhi Raja settled down in Andhra and con-
~ tinued his rule there.

1216 Rajadhi Raja died in Andbra.
A Noble King
Rajadhi Raja became the Chola King under circum-

- stances only. The legitimate heir was Kulothanga,

one of the two sons of late Raja Raja. Therefore when

Kulothunga attained the proper age, Rajadhi Raja

crowned him in A. D. 1173 as the Chola King. Kulo-

thunga and Rajadhi Raja jointly ruled for two years.

Having done his duty Rajadhi Raja handed over full res-
pongibility to Kulothunga and went to rule in Andhra.

““Thus we see in Rajadhi Raja, A true ever
faithful, Honest and a Sincere King, Who kept
up his promise made to his Uncle late Raja Raja,
in very Letter and Spirit. Rajakesarivarman
Tirubhuvana Chakravarthin Sri Rajadhi Raja
Deva is the Personification of a most Illustrious
and Noble King.”

A, D. 1070

The Pallavarayanpettai inscription mentions that
Raja Raja Il enquired into the previous practice and
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precedence of selecting heir apparent when there was an
- anticipated break in the regular direct line. The passage
says that the King did the same thing * as was done in
the earlier days ”. This statement refers to the accession
of Knlothunga I who ascended the throne in A. D. 1070,
He was, (the then King) Vira Rajendra’s sister’s son.

In A.D. 1070 when there was a break in the direct
regular male line, Vira Rajendra’s sister’s son Kulo-
thunga I became Chola King. As per this precedence
of the earlier days, Raja Raja 1l (also anticipating such a
contingency) followed the same pattern and accordingly
made his own sisfer’s son as heir apparent.

Accession of Kulothunga I

%ome scholars are of the opinion that the accession
of Kulothunga I should not be taken asa precedent
since he is congidered as an usurper.'® Therefore I was
prompted to go into this aspect of history and prove
that Kulothuga I accended the throne by right only and
he was not an usurper.

Evidence from Literatare

Those who consider Kulothunga as an usurper-
support their view on tue basis of Vikramangadeva
Charitha, a Sansirit hissorical sketch written by Bil-
hana.'? Bilhana was the court poe: of western Chalukya
King Vikramadithya VI contemporary of Kulothunga L

16. E. P. Ind. Vol. 31, Page 224, Foot note 2.

17. South Indian Temple inscription—Vol, 3, Part 2, Tamil
portion page 85 onwards,
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In %his book Bilhana has written the story of Vikrmas-
dhithya. There are references to Kulothunga I in this
book.

Bilhana’s references to the historical events are
trae. However, his personal opinion regarding Kulo-
thunga [ is not justifiable. The poet crosses his limit
and proceeds further fto abuse Kulothunga in hosiile
and harsh terms. He is very liberal in the use of non-
diplomatic, unparliamentary and unorthodox words in
describing Kulothunga’s character. His statement of
Kulothunga is born out of prejudice. His expression
reflects the age old enemity and jealousy of the wesbern
Chalukyas $owards the Cholas in 11th century. in other
words the poet indulged freely in the charzcter assassi-
nation of Kulothunga. Therefors his statements which
were made out of prejudice cannot be relied upon in
assessing the accession of Kulothunga I,

There are scholars who are of the opinion that
Kulothunga I ascended the tarone by right. They
gupport their view on the basis of *“Kalingathapparani”
a Lamil Kavya written by Jayankondar, court poet of
Kulothunga I. Jayankondar has categorically aszcertained
that Vira Rajendra himself invested Kulothunga as heir
apparent.

Accession of Kulothunga I
Historiang hold the view that!®
(1) Vira Rajendra died late 1069 or eariy 1070.
After his death his son Adhi Rajendra ruled
for a few weeks and died.

18. *The Colas' page 258, reprinted 1975.

34
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(2) After the death of Adhi Rajendra, Kulo-
thunga I ascended the throne on 9th June
1070,

Jayankondar however says that Vira Rajendra him-
gelf crowned Kulothunga ! as heir apparent — whereas’
in the above Chronology we find Kulothunga was
crowned in June 1070, by which time Vira Rajendra
was glready dead. "Therefore the question arises as to
how the staiement of Jaysnkondar is to be reconciled
with the above chronology. If Jayankondar’s statement
is to be relied upom, then we must prove that Vira
Rajendra was alive in June 1070 when Kulothunga
ascended the throne- I have done this with the help of
Adhi Rsjendra’s inscriptions.

Vira Rajendra

I went through the inscripions of Virs Rajendra
which contain astronomical data. I arrznged the corres-
ponding chrisfian dates in an order and found that he
ascended the throne between April and September
1063.1® Inpscription No. 15 of 1890 of Adhi Rajendra
(Vira Rajendra’s son) refers to an order made in the
beginning of the 8th year of Vira Rajendra. This
proves that Vira Rajendra ruled 7 full years and con-
tinued his 8th regnal year for sometime. Therecfore
Vira Rajendra’s 7th year ends and the 8th year begins
in the period April and Heptember 107C. Now we are
very close to June 1070. VJ/e musé further prove that
Vira Rajendra was alive in June 1070, if Jayankondar’s

19. See Page 221 Ante.
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statement is authentice This iz done through the ins-
criptions of Adhi Rajendra.

Adbi Rajendra

Inscription No. 5 of 1945=46 (found at Biddhamalli)
balongs to the third year, 329th day of Adhi Rsjendra.
The christian date of this inscription is 3—5-—1071.
From this we can easily infer that his third regnal year
gtarted from 9th June 1070. Further we can algo infer
that he ascended the throne on 8—6-—~1068.79

Thiruvallam inscription

Inseription No, 15 of 1890 (8. 1. I. Vol. III No. 57)
belongs to the third year of Adhi Rajendra and its
chirigtian date is 25th December 1070, From this ins-
cription we can get the truth about Vira Rajendra.
According to this inscription, Vira Rajendra had already
made an order in the beginning of his 8th regnal year
regarding certain taxes #o be paid by 2 villages. Natu-
rally the taxes must be calculated only from the beginn-
ing of the 8th year of Vira Rajendra. However, as per
this inscription, the order was implemented only on
25th December 1070. The implementation was carried
out by Adhi Rajendra and not by his father Vira Rajen-
dra. This clealry shows that as on 25th December 1070,
Vira Rajendra wae dead.

The taxes must be calculated from the date of the
original order only. 'The original order was made by

20. The general practice of a Chola Emperer was that he
would appoint heir apparent during his life time.
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Vira Rajendra in the beginning of his 8th year which
lies in the period April/September 1070. However, the
officers of Adhi Rajendra calculated and collected the
taxes from the beginning of Adhi Rajendra’s third year,
i. e. from 9—6—1070. This proves that the date of the
order of Vira Rajendra, (proclaimed in the beginning of
hig 8th year) is equal to ¥=-6--1070. In other words
Vira Rajendra was alive on 9th June 1070.

The inscription ssys that the order wag made by
Vira Rejendra in the beginning of his 8th year, This
means that he must have lived a few months or weeks
further and then died. Veppankulam inseription (8.1.1,
Vol. VIII No. 4)of Adhi Rajendra belongs to 16-11=1070,
This inscription also mentions the beginning of the 8th
regnal year of Vira Rajendra. Therefore we can easily
infer that Vira Rajendra was dead even prior to Novem-
ber 1070,

True Picture of A. D. 1070

To sum up, we arvive at :—
(1) Vira Rajendra was slive in June 1070,
(2) He died between July snd November 1070,
Bince Kulothunga escended the throne on 13th
June 1070 (A. R. B. i947/48, Page §) paturally it was
done under the auspices and blessings of Vira Rajendra
himgelf. From inscription No. 128 of 1912 of Thiru-
vottiyur,”' we can infer that in A. D. 1070 Vira Rajen-

21. The queen of Vira Rajendra Prays God, ‘ For the safe
gaurd of her * Thirumangalya’ (Marriage badge), for the recovery
of her husband from disease, for the recovery of her sen from
some disease and for male issue for her son,” A,RE,1913.1I 32,
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dra fefl sick. His son Adhi Rajendra was also suffering
from a chronic digease; Adhi Rajendra had no sons.
Therefore Vira Rajendra anticipated the certain death
of both himself and his son. In order to avoid « break
in the regular direct royal line and as a precautionary
measure, he made hig sister’s son Kulothunga as heir
apparent on 13--6-—10790.

In the light of this chrorology of events, it is
proved that Jayankondar is right and the Tamil
literature Kalingsthuppsrani correctly chronicles the
events of this period.

Liater events of history confirm the forethought
and wisdom of Vira Rajendra. Vira Rajendra died after
July 1070. His son Adhi Rajendra died in the middle of
1071.23 Kulothungs who was salready made fhe heir
apparent in June 1070, became the sole monarch of the
Chola Empire by Right.

Raja Raja and Vira Rajendra

Thus, it is seen that $he statement in Pallavarayan-
pettai inscription regarding the precedence of {he esrlier
days refers to the accession of Eulothunga [. Vira
Rajendra, in order to avoid & break in the direct line,
made his sister’s son Kulothunga [ heir apparent in
June 1070, In tha same manner, Raja Raja II, in order
to avoid a break in the direct line, made his sister’s son

22. His insoription 5 of 1945-46 belongs to 3==5—1071.
His insoriptions belonging to later pericd are not found so far.
Therefore he must have died in the middle of A, D, 1071,
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Rajadhi Raja heir apparent in January 1166, Raja
Raja I himgelf ig the great grand-son of Kulothunga I.
He will never consider Kulothunga as an usurper. He
will not accept the statements of Bilhana or Vikramadhi-
thya. Bince Raja Raja himself belongs to the same Chola
Chalukya line, in his own assessment, Kulothunga I,
will always avpear as one who ascended the throne by
righ$ only.

Finally

My statemenis, arguments, interpretations and
thesis explained in this book are entirely new. I have
given supporting evidences from Inscriptions, Ephimeris
Literature and relevant records. 1 have personally
visited many temples and read the related inscriptions.
I trust the readers will find this book an interesting
study of Hphigraphy and History and I do hope my
findings will be duly acknowledged by the world of
historians,

Note

I have summarised the gist of this book in Engllsh
for the benefit of various Universities, Colleges, Archaecs
logical Departments and Historical Research Cenfres
and allied inssifutions. #inee the book is written in
Tamil, she summary given in English will be useful
for those who are more conversant with Fnglish so that
they can verify the contenis of my book through their
regpective Oriental Research and Study Wings.

PG, AT T T



ON ASSUMPTION

In 1907, Professor F. Kielhorn consulted five
inscriptions of Rajadhi Raja IT and published his calcu-
He
assumed A. D. 1163 as the commencement year of Raja-

lations in Epigraphia Indica Vol. 9 pages 210-213.

dhi Raja. I consulted the same inscriptions and found
the equivalent christian dates based on the ‘commence=
ment year of this King as A. D, 1166. These dates are

tabulated below :

ORI urrarnes

E. 1. V. 9| Regnal | Date as per | Date as per T

No. year Kielhorn author Hﬁ_‘_ril‘"_lj

145 2 30-3-1164 | 27-3-11867 1

146 8 10-8-1179 6=-8-1173 2

147 071 27-2-1173 § 24-2-1178 3

148 L3 15-8-1173 | 11-8-1176 4

149 13 £-T=1181 | 12-7-11798 3]
Remarks.

(1) BMr, Kielhorn altered the nakshatra in his

There is no

working and arrived at the christian date.
alteration of astronomical data in my working. (2) No
problem in both the cases. {3) This is inscription No,
540 of 1904 published in page 252 of 8. I. I. Vol, XVII.
In the actual inseription the regnal year is mentioned as
In Tamil the letter *“ 07

means 10 or the first symbol of the double digit numbers

D, anrne... BaTEremm?,
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from 11 to 19. There is a gap after this symbol. Mhere-
fore, this may be either 10 or any number between 11 and
19. Mr. Kielhorn himself referred this anomaly in foot
note number 5, page 211 of K. 1. V. 9. However he took
it for granted as 10. As per my calculation it is 1 (1
However, one has to assume only and cannot rely on
this incomplete number. (4) No problem in both the
cases. (5) Mr. Kielhorn suggested to correct the regnal
year 13 as 19. This is not proper. At the same time in
foot note number 1 of page 2i3 of E, L. V. 9, he raised
his doubt regarding the solar day 13 of the month
mentioned in the inscription. If the solar day is
corrected as 16, we get the equivalent christian date as
12—7—1178 which confirms 13th regnal year based on
1166 as the King’s commencement year. The solar day
of this inscription mentioned in E. I, V. 9 page 212 is
got after putting some worls in brackets. This raises
doubt and therefore it can be only 16 and not 13. This
supports my calculations. (6) Noae of the inscriptions
consulted by Mr. Kielhorn contains the name of the
year. Therefore he relied only on assumption.

In the above calculations of Mr. Kielhorn,
“ Assumption ” played its msjor part, to infer 1163
as the commencement year of Rajadhi Raja. Even
the astronomical data and the regnsl years were subjected
to assumption and correction. As per K. I. Vol
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21 interpretation of the Pallavarayanpettai inscription
(433 of 1924), three words were assumed for three gaps
even though these words cannot be written in the
respective gaps. All these assumptions put together
yielded only a MAJOR AB8SUMPTION related to the
history of Rajadhi Raja II which has been in vogue for
the past 52 years.

I have already explained my findings in the sum-
mary.. I have done my best in recasting the whole issue
in an acceptable manner and I trust my findings and
thesis will be duly acknowledged by the historjans and
the scholars of Epigraphy and History.

Bxrason o

Spssn
1. u&sh 138-Qe, aifl 4-Qd 2 6rer Gg8 21-1-1171
ereruglnr 20-1-1171 erer p M58 arfissa),
8o




MY EXPERIENCE

“BELIEVE IT OR NOT?” isan American book
which confains wonderful and surprising tales and
information. The book reveals %$hat there are certain
real and fantastic facts in the world, unbelievable, but
true, which modern man is unable to eXplain. In the
following passages I record a similar experience of mine.

Astrology is an age old art in India. This is prac-
tised in different ways., An Astrologer usually reads
one’s horoscope, studies the positions of the plsnets at
the time of hig birth and predicts something. Some
specialise in Palmistry and predict the fufure. Whether
one should believe in this art or not, itis left to the
individual’s experience snd faith.

Mr. R. V. Ramani

I had a uniqne experience in my life. My friend
Mzr. R. V. Ramani is a young genfleman employed as a
salesman in South India Corporation Agencies Private
Ltd., 3/1, Bouth Usman Road, T. Nagar, Madras. In
the year 1961, Mr. Ramani had been to Haridwar,
There he met a great Baint “Mahavilvatbala Maharish”
at the foot-hills of the Himalayass The Saint taught
and trained Mr. Ramani in the fundamentals of Astro-
logy. He gave Mr. Ramani 1800 bundles of palm leaves
written in Tamils The Baint told him that they are
predictions written by sri Bujender, The Baint furiber
asked him to read the predictions to persons who would
come to Mr. Ramani automatically by force of destiny.
Mr. Ramani returned to Madras with the bundles.
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Readings

It is true—even today persons for whom the predic-
tions are written in the palm leaves by 8ri Bujender,
do come to Mr. Ramani and hear the readings. The
procedure is very simple. One has fo take his horoscope
and give it to Mr. Ramani. Mr. Ramani after offering
prayer for a few seconds, immediately takes the bundle
and then starts reading the leavess The horoscope of
the listener and the contents of palm leaves agree. The
readings reveal the exact name of the listener, his
occupation, hig relatives, family efc, in precise terms.
The readings also make certain predictions. Many have
experienced the truth and the correctness of the reads
ings. Bometimes the readings also tell about the events
that happened in the listener’s previous birth. In the
case of certain individuals, the predictions are given on
the spot even without the horoscope,

My Experience

On March 5th 1975 myself and Mpr. Ramani with
two other of my friends went to the Bhiva Temple
-at Darasuram (bnilt by Raja Raja II) 4 miles west of
Kumbakonam. After worshipping Lord 8hiva, we sat
down in the Ardha Mandapa. Mr. Ramani took the
palm leaves and started reading them. Instead of the
future of our lives, the readings told us about certain
hirtorical events in our previous birth, 800 years ago!
I was perplexed; bewildered, puzzled and surprised. I am
also just like any other common man who forgeis things
that happened even an houor before! As such, how can
I understand and know aboat my previous birth, 800
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years ago ? Nevertheless the readings went on. B8ri
Bujender (of the palm leaves) told me about certain
things done by me and my friends during the Chols
period- He described the historical events daring the
period of Raja Raja Il in whose court we were then
said to be officers. 8ri Bujender told me that in course
of time I would come to know more about the history
of this period through the resdings. The narration
stopped there. Mr. Ramani does not know anything
about history but he reads orly what is written in the
palm leaves. Therefore this cannot be taken as a cooked
up story.

I took keen interest in this subject and used to
meet Mr. Ramani several times. 8ri Bujender (of the
palm leaves) directed me to visit many temples and hear
the readings there. And so I did. Thus I heard the
readings several times in the course of 5 months, I tape
recorded them. 'T'here are 10 cassets with me in which
the entire readings are recorded- I have described this
experienca of mine in detail in the first 44 pages of this
"book. While hearing the readings, I used to ask many
questions related to history. I got snswers on the spot-
They are also tape recorded. The summary of the
readings is as follows :

A. D. 1146-82

King Raja Raja II had two sons. The first son
was born in the nakshatra * MULA” and the second in
“ CHAITRA”. The court astrologer * GNANABIVAR’
told the King that the birth stars of the two sons were
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opposed to each other and they were not good for the
family. The astreloger further told the King that the
two sons must be brought up in a secret place for 14
years. The first son was destined to follow a religious
life and the second alone would rule the land at the age
of 18. Therefore the %wo sons were brought up in a
secreh place at Gangaikondacholapnram snd later ot Raja
Rejapuram. In the mesntime the King had a hears
attack. The King knew that since he wasa heari pitient,
his life was always in danger. Therefore, he dacided to
appoint someone a¢ heir apparent. Since his iwo song
were then very young, he crowned his own sigter’s son
Rajadhi Raja. He did this sccording to casiom and
precedent. In an earlier period Kulothunga I, sister’s
gon of the then King Vira Rajendra was anointed asg
heir apparent by Vira Rajendra himself who was ailing
from a serious illness and whose son was slso suffering
from digsease and was not expected to live long. In the
same manner Rajadhi Raja, sister’s son of Rsjs Raja Il
was crowned by the latter. :

The understanding was that after the demise of
Raja Raja, Rajadhi Raja must rule the empire for some-
time and hand over the same to the King's second son
Kulothunga when he atisined the proper age. Raja
Raja died six years later. Rajadhi Rsja continued to
reign. When Kulothunga complsted 18 years, Rajadhi
Raja crowned him ag per his promise made to his uncles
He jointly ruled with Kulothungas for sometime and
then went to Andhra. Rajadhi Raji ruled Andhra for
more than 30 veirs. Kulothunga ruled Chola country
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for a long time. During their life time both Rejadhi
R aja and Klothunga were on good and cordial terms.

The first son of late Raja Raja II was Gnanasekara-
rajan. He opﬁed religious life and went to Ceylon. There
he lived for sometime. In Ceylon he renovated meany
Shiva templess He had also left some inscriptions in a
temple, south west of Jafna. Those inscriptions will be
discovered in the future. They will reveal the truth®
about himself and the family affairs of Raja Raja [L

Predictions

8ri Bujender also predicted that excavations will
be conducted by the present Government at Darasuram,
seat of the royal family of the Cholas and also at Gangai-
konda Cholapuram, the capital of the empire. The
Government would, he has predicted, excavate the under
ground tunnels of the two temples in these places and
many historical and Archaeological findings would come
to light in the future. The Government would also
open museums in these places.

This Book

The above is the.concise summary of the readings.
8ri Bujander also asked me to visit and see the inscrip-
tion at Pallavarayanpettai. To my surprise I found it
there (This is inscription No. 433 of 1924). 8ri Bujen-
der also gauidel me as to how I should study and make
research on the subject. He further blessed me that in
coarse of time I myself would get sufficient knowledge
to read the inscriptions and interpret them. He directed
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‘me to write this research work in a book form and
publ'ish the same as # service to the Natiom. He also
told me to write the book starting from the first word
“ARULUDAICH-CHOLAMANDALAM?” and also
name the book accordingly. 1 have carried out his order.
I am not publishing this book with any profit making
motive. I shall supply this book free of cost to Histori-
¢al Btudy institutions, Archaeological Departments,
TUniversities, etc. The research work consumed several
months and very considerable expense. Nevertheless
I am satisfied that I had an opportunity to contribute
whas little I can to the study of ‘‘ History *’ and * Epi-
graphy . The result is * This Book” which you are
reading now, DBelieve it or noit: the above facts are
true. Tape records are still available with me. Anybody
who wants to check up the statements, is always at
liberty to call on me and verify them. Regarding
Ephimerical czlculations and inscriptional evidences,

the reader will find them in the appropriate places in the
book:

Facts through Science

8ri Bujender told me that ‘‘ Truth must always be

told through Hcience. Then only one will understand.”
Therefore he advised me to write this book on the
strength of insecriptional evidences, KEphimeris and
Mathematicss Therefors I request the reader mot to
dismiss my experience as s mere myth, miracle or some
gort of trick. Whether one believes in this or not,
1 am sure he will definitely find it interesting it be reads
the chapters in this book related to history.
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F(qr exunple, I would like ‘to" quote a concrete
prook.of the correctness of 8ri Bujender's statements.
8ri Bu?en_der geve me astronomlcal data regarding the
accession of “Rejadhi Raja IT.  They correspond to 8th
January A.D. 1166. On the strength of inscriptions,
I heve found Rajadhi R ja ascended the throne between
the 4th and 16th Janunary 1166. The calculations are
described in peges 136 to 138. Likewise many of his
narrations, chronology and history of the period tally
hundred per cent when compared with inscriptional
evidences and Ephimeris.

Believe it or not; It is true

If anybody has got any doubt on this, I request
him to please meet Mr. Ramani and hear the readings
personally so thet he can comvince himself. 8ri Bujen-
der’s blessings and guidelines enabled me to write this
book. Inscriptions given in my book can be verified
and Mathematical calculations cannot go wrong. There-
fore the writings in the palm leaves which refer to
those inscriptions are also true. In other words (like
the American book ‘' Believe it or not ”) I would like to
state that bere is an art (astrology) in India which is
backed by divine power for which modern man kas no
explanation. :

““ Where Science Ends, There the Greatness
of the Divine Power is felt. Faith Starts
from, Where knowledge Ends.”

Raman & Baman} / -_%t%“éa»ea:n.

Kumbakonam 5th Mareh 1976,
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