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GENERAL EDITOR’S NOTE

We have started publishing a critical edition of a work in
each volume from the 20th number onwards in our Balletin. The
20th volume carried a work in Sanskrit by name ¢ Brhadyatra of
Varzhamihira” critically edited by Dr. David Pingree of Brown
University, U.S.A. .

Accordingly in this 2lst volume we are publishing a critical
edition of a rare Tamil work on poetics by name * Prabandha
marapiyal * critically edited by Thiru M. Arunachalam, M.A,
Director (Tamil Division) of Tamil, Sanskrit and other Indian
Languages Research Institute, Madras,

This Library possesses only one paper manuscript (R. 411) of
the work “ Prabandhamarapiyal’’, which contains many omissions
owing to the fragmentary condition of the palm leaf manuscript.
The palm leaf manuscript is not available to-day.

The learned editor Thiru Arunachalam has taken much
pains to edit the work with all care and supplied the omissions
and written valuable notes on the text and also written an
exhaustive introduction tracing the literary history of the Prabandha

literature.

I take this opportunity to express my profound thanks to
Thiru Arunachalam, for having edited such a rare work which has
a valuable historic importance.

In consideration of the work’s importance and usefulness to
the scholars and students of Tamil language and litcrature it 18
also printed separately as a pricad publication. The publication
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of “Prabandha Marapiyal” as a separate book, has been sanctioned
in the G.O. Rt. No. 2423 Education, dated 12-11-1973.

I hope thls pubhcation w:ll be of mudh “intcrest and use to
_the_scholars in general and to the Post Graduate students of
;Tamll language and literature in particular.

C. R. VITTOBABU,

MADRAS, } General Editor and Curator-in-charge,
16-12-1976 Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library.



INTRODUCTION

The ancient Tamil language has been considered to have three
branches—iyal, isai and natakam (poetic literature, musical composi-
tion and drama). However, the tradition has been continuous only
in respect of iyal; isai had a broken history, while natakam had
been defunct for quite a long périod. Tolkappiyar, the earliest
grammarizn, took up the grammar of Tamil poetic literature and
dealt with it in three divisions—eluttu, sol and porul (orthography,
etymology and syntax, and poetic themes). Under the last division
he included prosody, and what we may consider as the beginnings
of rhetoric. Some centuries after him, prosody seems to have
_ been evolved into a separate division, called yappu, as we may
conclude from a reference in Iraiyanar kalaviyal. This was by the
8th century A.D. During the period, there seems to have been
quite a large literary effort in the field of poetics. A very large
number of books seems to have been written then and three
distinct scholls of grammatical theories known as the Tolkappiyam
school, the Avinayam school and the Indrakaliyam school had been
in existence. But unfortunately the latter two schools had disap-
peared, while the Tolkappiyam school alone flourishes to this day,
Api-ipal as a branch of grammar makes its appearance now, but
along with other treatises on poetics, the first book on this branch
has also disappeared.

A study of the fragments from the various books of poetics
which have come down to us through citations by commentators
gives us a glimpse into the subject matter which was dealt with
- by the new branch of grammar. This laid down rules for poeﬁc
© composition and for happy relations between the patron, his name,
his star etc. on the one hand and the type of verse, the initia)
word, the initial letter etc. in the new composition on the other



This was called porutta-iyal. It was generally believed that adherence
to the laws laid down in this section was conductive to the welfare
of the patron, while -violation' of the rules resulted in calamity to
the patron. |

" A ‘second section of the new book of poetics deals with what
we now call prabandha (minor poems). This lays down rules for
‘the different types of poems, the typs of verses, their number,
their them=s such as romantic or heroic, and the like. This was
called pattiyal or even prabandha-iyal. These two sections namely
porutta-iyal and pagrival did not exist before the 8th century.
However, after this period there had been quite a large growth
‘of this type of treatises till the 17th century. An important
treatise of this series is the Prabandha marapiyal, now being
published.

Prabandha marapiyal is a rare work defining the nature of
. the prabandhas or minor poems. It was written in the 16th century.
The treatise consists of 35 verses in the nZrpd or blank verse
metre. The first 21 verses define the 96 prabandias. Verses 22—27
refer to the naming of the poems, appropriate metres and other
details. Verses 28—30 definz the poct. Verse 31 deals with the
publication of the poem; 32 & 33 personify the poem as a damsel
and indicate her kith and kin. Verses 34 & 35 state that the
- patron will come to grief if he does not honour the poet in a
. fitting manner.

This treatise has two aspects of importance in the history of
Tamil literature. Oae is that this mentions for the first time the
+ prabandhas as 96 in number, Till the publication of this treatise,
the earliest reference was only an allusion by Padikkasup-pulavar
- of the late 17th century, in his Sivantelunda-pallavan ula. The date
of the present treatise is fixed as the first quarter of the 16th
“century, and therefore it takes back the concept of the 96 prabandhas
“{n Tamil literature to a period earlier by a century and a half.
“This "is a remarkable coatributioa to Tamil literary history.
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. The .second - aspect is the personification  of 'a poem.-as 8.
damsel. The writer says (verse 33) the poet is the father of the:
damsel (poem); poverty-her mother; the audience constitute the
sages; the person who reads the script—elder brother “of ' the
damsel; those who commend the poem—kith and kin'; the patron’
who gives a prize—her husband. This is an unusual feature, not’
met with anywhere in all literature. _

Only a very imperfect paper manuscript is available for this
work in the Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
copied from a palm leaf which was itself in a very bad condition.
The original palm leaf is not available. The text is now seeing
the light of print for the first time; it has been considerably
reconstructed from that manuscript. Many lines and phrases of
the text are missing. The copyist had not done the copy well
and this has added to the difficulty in the decipherment of the
text. However this was to some extent easy because of the
similarity found in another treatise by name Cidambarap-paytiyal,
whose author (Middle of the 16th century) closely follows this
treatise.

The colophon at the end of the paper manuscript leads us to
conclude that the work considered of five chapters of which this
is the concluding chapter, The earlier chapters are not available,
Still we are fortunate that at least this much has been preserved
for us, The text gives a complete treatment to the subject and
to that extent I am happy that it has been possible to edit and
publish this text.

I had studied this manuscript in 1940 and now I am thankful
to the authorities of the Library for having assigned to me the
work of editing it. The introduction to the small text is very
exhaustive and deals with the histiory of the subject over the whole
rapge of Tamil literature. A complete historical picture of the
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grammar - of ‘.pamyal and prabandha-fyal is bere drawn fot the

-Lovers of Tamil are certain to be grateful to the Madras:
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library for having taken this,
work on hand published it. ' .

M. ARUNACHALAM

“r
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