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1. An article ‘The Ancient History of Nagarathars’ by
Dr.V.SP. Maneickam - Collected Papers - Published
by him in 1978.

21 “The Nagarathars of south india’* Dr S. Chandra-

sekaran published by Macmillan. company of India
Ltd'l in 1980v &
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ancient times. The word ‘Chetty’ is derived from the Sanskrit
*shresty’, leader of merchant guifd. The common appelation,
seth’ is also derived from ‘shreshti’. The Madras chettys have
not only played an important part in south India, but they
have spread out all over Burma, even in the remote villages'’
(Discovery of India by Pantit Jawaharlal Nehru - page 351).
Thus Chetty in the south and seth (or sethji, a common
denominator for rich merchants) in North India are popularly
held to be derived from the sanskrit ‘shreshta’, meaning
great or prominent,””
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