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PATHINI - K - KOTTAM

{ TEMPLE OF KANNAKI ]

— R. Rajasekaran, B.sc., B.L.,

Poompuhar popularly known as Kaveripoom-
pattinam, was one of the most flourishing ancient cities
of Tamilnadu (South India). Being a great sea-port at
the mouth of river Cauvery it was a thoroughfare for
foreign wvessels carrying several races of people
speaking different languages, and a wide varietv of
merchandise to be exchanged for that of Tamil Nadu.
No wonder then Poompuhar was a very prosperous city
in which merchants of international reputation led
princely life. One among them was Manaikan, a
famous philbnthrophist. His daughter Kannaki-the
heroine of the famous first Tamil epic Silappathikaram
was more beautiful than the word beauty itself. Her
charmness and purity of mind-the two laudable
qualities were lavishly praised by all who knew her.
She was given in marriage to Kovalan, son of
Masathuvan, another equally wealthy merchant. The
marriage was performed with such pomp as was
seldom seen even in the rich city of Poompuhar.

Sweet and pleasant were the early years of their
married life. Kovalan grew poetic in describing the
beauty of Kannaki who reciprocated the love through
the silence of her modesty.



Mathavi, a popular dancer of Poompubhar, sang
and danced with such exquisite skill and grace in the
court of the great King Karikalan as she became the
recipient of the highest award namely a necklace of
1008 gold coins. As if Fate which seemed to be
jealousy of Kannaki - Kovalan’s happy married life
decided to play its role. Thus being charmed by
her performance Kovalan purchased that mecklace to
be presented again to Mathavi. He had been
enslaved by the charmness and histrionic talents of
this damsel. He had not only deserted Kannaki,
his hitherto beloved “wife but even forgotten her
altogether.

To Kovalan and Madhavi who lived almost a
married life, a child was born. As everything has
an end Kovalan Madhavi’s life too had to meet with
an cnd under tragic circumstances; again the
role of fate!

Indira Vizha, a national festival of Tamilnadu
for which people from far and near places used to
congregate on this Poompuhar beach, was celebrated
in a grand manner. Madhavi accompanied by
Kovalan went to the beach when the latter sang a
Iyric to the accompaniment of a harp conveying the
cravings of a loving hero’s heart. As ill-luck would
have it, Madhavi misconstruing the song as an
expression of Kovalan’s love for some other woman
got the harp from her partner and sang as though she
oo was in love with somebody else! And Kovalan
who was overtaken by suspicion quit the place
abruptly with a wounded heart, leaving Madhavi
alone in the beach,
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As an ideal wife, Kannaki, the embodiment of
Tamil Culture, received her husband Kovalan (who
had already lost all his health and wealth) with a
warm heart and a smiling face when he came back
to her from Madhavi after a long interval.

Being moved by Kannaki’s grief-stricken thin
body, Kovalan consoled her with kind words and felt
ashamed and sorry for the loss of his entire wealth on
Madhavi. Promptly came Kannaki’s offer of her pair
of anklets. With a firm determination of regainin‘}?}—fi‘s~
lost wealth Kovalan suggested that with the anklets
as capital he would again trade in the city of Madurai
and Kannaki should accompany him to the city.
Scarcely had Kovalan made this suggestion when
Kannaki got herself ready for the journey-implicit
obedience !

On the way to Madurai they met Kavunthi, a
jain nun who was very helpful to them throughout
their journey. She then entrusted the couple to the
care of Madhari, a shepherdess in the outskirts of the
city of Madurai, emphasising at the same time the
greatness of Kannaki-the very divine form of “chastity.

Then Kovalan took one of Kannaki’s anklets
and proceeded to the bazzar to dispose it off.
By an irony of fate he happened to meet the chief
jeweller of the Pandian King. Being an arrant rogue
of the goldsmith class this jweller had stolen a similar
anklet belonging to the Pandyan queen. To conceal
his stealing and to label Kovalan as thief he asked
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Kovalan to wait in his cottage till his return from the
Palace after meeting the king who alone might pur-
chase the anklet.

Accordingly, he informed the king of the
discovery of the stolen anklet. King Nedunchezhian
instead of saying ¢ Bring him to be killed.”” had in a
thoughtless manner uttered the fatal words: ¢ Kill
him and bring the anklet”,

An illiterate intoxicated executioner beheaded
Kovalan.

This news spread the whole city of Madurai.
The shepherdess Madhari noticed all kinds of ill
omens-milk not curding in the jar, eyes of bulls-full of
tears, butter not melting in the pan, silent lambs,
droping out of the tiny bells froms the cow’s necks all
indicating,

¢ Tragedy was about
Disaster was abroad
Catastrophe was in” -

Kannaki who beard the news burst into tears,
fainted and then regained consciousness. Finding the
whole shepherd folk mute, the anguished Kannaki
addressed the Sun to be the witness and say whether
her husband was a thief. A voice from the sky (as
if the Sun replied to her) that her husband wag not a
thief and the city of Madurai would be doomed to be
destroyed by fire, was heard. ’
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With tears in her eyes, Kannaki rushed to the
place where Kovalan was executed. She saw his
body in a pool of blood and embraced him, She fancied
that he stood up, wiped the tears and after asking her
to stay, ascended to heaven.

Though Kannaki had no desire to live anylonger
her husband’s request to stay was interpreted by her
as to indicate that she might live to prove that her
husband was innocent and to take revenge on the
nefarious king who had caused the death of her
beloved husband.

Then she rushed to the king’s Court and
accused him of killing her husband, The king justified
his action by saying that her husband was put to death
because he was a thief. Immediately she broke the
anklet considered to have been stolen by Kovalan and
the rubies in it, fell out, some striking even the
king’s mouth. (The Pandya Queen’s anklet was filled
with pearls. So the anklet brought by Kovalan for
sale was not the stolen one) Being convinced that he
had been deceived by the mischievous jeweller the
king lamented that he had brought disgrace to the
long line of Pandya Kings, and crying that he was not
a King but a thief swooned on the throne and
breathed his last. The Pandya Queen too droped
down dead. Then Kannaki, with bitterness of anguish
went off the Palace, twisted and tore her left breast
from her chest and threw it in the street of Madurai
the capital city of the Lord Vaigai. And Madurai was
enveloped by fire.



Kannaki then cried, ““I entered the city through
the eastern gate with my husband. Now I go alone
through the western gate’. Therefrom she walked
along the banks of Vaigai and reached the hills of the
Chera Country. The Kuravas (hunter folk) of that
region saw her and exchanged word with her.. Before
the very eyes of the hunters she ascended to heaven
in a chariot brought by Kovalan accopanied by Indra
and other Angels.

Chera King Chenkuttuvan with his Queen and
the Royal party was enjoying the beauties of Nature
on the banks of river Periyar. It was there he knew
the famous episode of Kannaki from the Poet Sathan
and his Queen requested her husband 1o raise a
temple for Kannaki. The equally proud King in
ready compliance with the request nerved to obtain
stone from Himalayas to make image of Kannaki.
After ceremoniously immersing it in the holy waters of
Ganges and Cauvery he got the statute of Kannaki,
the Goddess of Chastity, carved out of it Soon the
temple was ready,

History repeats itself.

Today one may be tempted to fancy that as
though - of course in accordance with Codes of Silapp-
athykaram - the Queen and King Cheran Chenkut-
tuvan have reincarnated themselves in Thasilpannai
Gouri Amnial and her husband K. S. Ra

malingam at
Poompuhar, the native town of Kannaki,
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The famous historical Silappathikaram Con-
ference was held in the year 1951 under the able
presidentship of Sri. R. K. Shanmukam Chettiar, the
first Finance Minister in the Independent India.
Thasil Pannai Ramalingam was the chairman of the
Reception Committee. It was at that time the idea
of installing a statue for Kannaki flashed in his mind.
And he got the graceful statue” by the adept sculptor
Ganapathi Sthabathi. The statue was put in exhibition
in the Second World Tamil Conference at Madras and
was indeed admired and appreciated by all-Indians as
well as foreigners.

But later on, his consultation with his wife

Thasil Pannai Gouri Ammal brought a better counsel

,and the idea of mere installation of the statuc was
iimproved by that of erecting a temple.

To translate this modified but noble idea
into reality Sri. Sa, Gansesan’s counsel was sought.
And the foundation stone for the temple was laid on
4-11-1968 by Kalaingar Karunanithi, then P.W. D,
Minister for Madras State, under the presidentship
of Silampuchelvar M. P. Sivanganam.

The statue was duly installed in the sanctum
sanctorum and the consecration took place on a
.grand scale on 8-6-1972.

This Pathini-K-Kottam (Temple of Kaunaki )

-is a private Temple belonging to Kaviripoompatiinam

Thasil Pannai family which met the entire expenditure

for the erection of the above temple. Thasil Pannai
a
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Gouri Ammal and her sonR. Rajasekaran B. sc,, 8. L.,
are the trustees. Thus the erection of temple is the
the sweet fruit of the mature delibrations of Gouri
Ammal and her husband K. S. Ramalingam - Rein
carnation of the Queen and King Cheran Chenguttvan
indeed !

Kannaki’s (Statute) divine appearance

Chistled in classical style the image wears a
divine appearance from top to toe. The radient
crown on the head, the mother star on the right side,
attractive ornaments, the beautiful fore head resembl-
ing the teened moon, bow like brow, fish like eyes,
Gingly flower like nose, smiling lips, the flower like
face, hair locks kissing the face (like bees) the right
hand holding the anklet while the left hanging freely
and gracefully, the thin waist, the straight posture with
both the feet resting evenlyon the pedestal indicating
the impartial attitude, the mezciful look, the expression
of meekness of the tendex hear contribute tg the
divinity.

According to the hoary sculptural tradition of
the Tamil when an image is tobe carved out, more
consideration will be bestowed on the traits of the
character of the person than to the physical features.
The statue silently but amply echos the impressions
gained about Kannaki. This is what is known as
“image” in English *“Pradiman® in sanskrit and
“padimam > in Tamil. Expressing of the mental
vision is the real art.



.

XIixX

Elangovadigal, the author of the Epic story by
introducing the following lines which form the essense
of our idea about Kannakiin Silappadhikaram presents
before our mental eye the characterestics of Kannaki.
Such a mental piciure gets the name vision.

“Curfled o4t Hmelieer yspe_mL augey srermb,
g8 QeoraLfefldr Apb Bewr Spibd erermd,
wrerrr CQgrwg g5 awhdw Cukhesrsgs
srgeorer ; QUWT weTglb s eTUTST LETGE”

From these lines we get an idea about Kanunaki’s
physical features and her chastity. Kannaki’s beauty
resembles the praiseworthy beauty of Goddess
Laksmi who abides in the Lotus. To her chastity, the
constancy of the Northern star Arunthathi can be
cited as an example. All the virtues held in high
esteem by the women folk are in her possession.

This is the concise but sweet and praiseworthy
description given by Elangovadigal. So Lakshmi’s
beauty and Arunthathi’s chastity have become her
characteristic features. Both of these are indispensable
for a Sculptor. Giving shape to the former viz. the
beauty of Lakshmi is the noted dexterity and craft-
menship of Tamil sculptors but bringing out the pro-
minence of chastity remains a problem. The sculptor
is confronted with the great task of bringing out an
idea about conduct in the figure. Incidents make
posssible for the readers of Silappadhikaram to under-
stand and appreciate the chastity of Kannaki. Like the
sculptor, Elangovadigal also had to face this difficulty
in the beginning. In order to impress our minds regar-
ding the chastity of Kannaki, the constancy of the



Northern star Arunthathi has been pointed out as a
symbolic representation of Kannaki’s chastity by
Elangovadigal. The sculptor also felt that through
such symbolism alone it is possible to impart this
idea. So the Northern star had been carved out on the
head. In the traditional sculptures, carving out the
salient features and special symbols of every deity is
quite common. Thus three eyes for Siva, four heads
for Birma, wheel for Vishnu are used to be carved out;
50 also to Kannaki the symbol of silambu for easy
cognizability of the statue at the very sight had been
employed,

More over, itmust be mentioned here that the
presence of courage and meekness on the face of the
divine image being skillfully carved out, has won the
admiration of all the artists. As this idol has been
made out in 2 meek form, its worshipers will enjoy
innocent pleasures, prosperity, fertility of the soil; and
wealth will be augmented.

That some of the noteworthy features of
Kannaki’s statue which has been recently found out in
Kerala are also present in this idol can be realized by
those who have seen both the statucs. Ancient sculptors,
here carved out in thé old statue, the ear-ring known
as Kuthambali, elongated ears with lobe and the hair
fastened together upward over the head.

In the epic Silapathikaram there is a reference
about the heroine’s loss of a breast. Some are of
opinion’ that the statue also must be made accord-
ingly. The sculptor who carved this statue is not
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unaware of this fact. But as per the convention of the
sculptural art, the image should not be made with any
such imperfection.

Deity has power to see all the directions. As the
meaning of the term Lakshmi is one who could see
everything, this graceful Goddess also has capacity
to know everything.

"The Temple

The temple erected for the worship of
Goddess of chastity is simple but has an atiractive
appearance. There are four entrances to the temple.
In this temple the entrances can be fastened. But in
temples generally the main entrance will be built only
near the shrine and in other sides closed entrances
are built with a view to point out the need of the
entrance. Hence the main entrance gets the name
“Sannathi’ while the closed entrances ¢ Ganathu-
varam*’ Books on sculptures make the point clear, In
Tamil Nadu, there are temples with an open entrance
on one side and windows on three sides like the temples
at Tharasuram and Kanchipuram.

This building construction pattern is based
upon the Pallava style. The roof erected over the
shrine is known as “Kooda Vimanam”. The sight of it
reminds one of the Draupathi Car which is one
among the five cars at five single stone temples at
Mamallapuram. Though this roof only resembles a
hut, it is an artistic roof visualized by an artist.
Sculptural authors ar¢ of opinion that such a
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square-roof known as ‘Sathura Vimanam > will
represent meekness. The deity inside is of meek
nature, hence this roof best suits. This model used
for Poompuhar, Patthni-K-Kottam, has gained
historical importance because nowhere else in
Tamilnadu except Mamallapuram such a model is
used.

The sculptor’s view, that the five cars of
Mamallpuram and other temples there are the models
of the Sangam period, is reflected in this temple.

The revival of the ancient glory of this historical
city is being realised by every one in Tamil Nadu.
And recently efforts are taken with redoubled vigour
and enthusiasm. This, Pathini-K-Kottam, we feel will
play a prominent role in making this city an attractive
tourist Gentre in the South. We hope, with the blessings
of the Almighty, our aspiration will become
an achievement !
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