


TS CUMINGT,

Walter irp.



























MEGALAMA NUCHALI S, Gould.
Embroidered Barbet.

Me_?alwma muchalis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc. 1862, p- 283.—Swinh. in Ibis, 1863, p. 387.
Hoé-kwa-cheow (Embroidered Bird) of the Chinese colonists (Swinhoe).

I suspecr that the ingenuity of man would have been sorely taxed had he been required to ring the changes
in spots, markings, and colourings which we see displayed in the various species of the genus Megalema;
not so with nature, for in no instance has the arrangement of colours been more beautifully diversified than
in the various species of this form. In structure the Barbets are as isolated as any genus of birds in the
whole range of ornithology ; to a certain extent they are allied to the Siztine, while their zygodactyle feet
remind us of the Picide, and their colouring of the Phyllornes and Psittacide. In their food they are
omnivorous, feeding, as they are said tol do, on insects and their larve, young birds, fruits, and berrieé;
insects, however, are thelr most favourite diet, or that which is most freely taken.

About twenty species of these curious birds have been characterized : some of these inhabit India proper,
from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin, and, on the eastern side, from Bootan to Malasia ; one or two more
frequent the forests of Southern China; others are peculiar to the Island of Ceylon; Sumatra, Java, and
Borneo are tenanted by several mot found in other countries; and the Island of Formosa furnishes one
which differs so considerably from all those previously known that I have had no hesitation in pronouncing
it to be mew: it is the bird here represented, and to which I have given the name of Megalema nuchalis.
In size it is intermediate between the larger and smaller members of the genus, which vary in dimensions
from the size of a Sparrow to that of a Jay. 3

1 must now turn to Mr. Swinhoe’s notes for some information respecting the bird as observed by him in
the country of which it is a native, the Island of Formosa :— &

«The only species of this genus known from South China is the great M. virens, which is also numerous
in some parts of India. In Formosa it is represented by this smaller but more lovely species, the Hoe-kwa-
clheow, or Embroidered Bird of the Chinese colonists. This Barbet is a true forest-bird, frequenting the
higher mountains of the interior, where it may be met with in great abundance, though generally scattered
through the wood singly or in pairs. It affects the highest branches of large trees, sitting solitary and often

. motionless for hours together. From the colouring of its plumage being very similar to that of the general
foliage of the trees, it would ofteni be passed by unnoticed, did not its loud and discordant voice indicate its
presence. When seen flying from tree to tree, it looks like a cross between an Oriole and a Parrot, if such
a thing could be imagined. Tt feeds on berries, and occasionally on insects ; also, I am told, on small birds.”

The sexes appeat to be alike in size and colouring. Forehead greenish yellow ; immediately before the
eye a small patch of red; posterior to the eye a broad, and below the eye a narrow stripe of deep: blue ;
throat sulphux-yellow ; remainder of the cheeks, ear-coverts, back of the neck, and a band across the

lower part of the throat pale greenish blue, to which succeeds a band of red, separating the sulphur-yellow

of the throat from the yellowish green of the under surface ; - upper surface, wings, and tail green, with an
obscure patch of red on the mantle; primaries blackish brown, externally margined witk green; ¢ bill light
bluish grey at the base of the upper and on the basal half of the lower mandible, the rest deep greyish black ;
legs leaden grey, with a tinge of green ; sole-pads dingy brownish ; claws brownish white, greyish black on
their arches and sides; ivides reddish brown ™ (Swinhoe).

The figures are of the size of life. ;
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COLUMBA RUPESTRIS.

Mongolian Rock-Pigeon.

Columba cenas, var. ». rupesiris, Pallas, Zoogr. Rosso-As., i. p. 560.

— rupestris, Bp. Consp. Gen. Av., ii. p. 48.—Gray, List of Columbz, 1856, p- 29.—Swinh. P.Z. S., 1863, p. -
306.—Jerdon, B. Ind., iii. p. 470.—Swinh. P.Z. S., 1870, p. 434, 1871, p. 397.—Gray, Hand-list B., ii.
p- 232.—Taczan. J. f. O., 1878, p. 97.

——— leucozonura, Swinh, Ibis, 1861, p. 259.

—— rupicola, Hume, Lahore to Yarkand, p. 273.

Tais is the eastern representative of the Rock-Pigeon of Europe (Columba livia), whichi it replaces through-
out Eastern Asia. Severtzoff has procured it in Turkestan, and, during the first Yarkand Expedition, Dr.
Henderson met with it in Liadak. “One specimen,” he writes, ©“ of this species was procured at Lé on the
4th of July, where enormous flocks of Pigeons were observed 3 but it was not at the time discriminated, and it
is not certain whether these colonies consisted entirely of this species, or whether other species were inter-
mingled in the flock.”

Regarding its distribution in India, Dr. Jerdon observes that it was procured by Major Boys in Kumaon,
< where it is known as the Pale Blue Rock-Pigeon. It is also, perhaps, as suggested by Blyth, the Hill-
Pigeon of Mussooree, which is said in summer to fly in small flocks to the Deyra Doon in the morning,
veturning to the hills in the evening ; and it is" certainly the pied variety of the Blue Pigeon observed by
Adams in Ladak.” Commenting on the above passage Mr. Hume remarks :—*This species never
occurs near Massuri, nor in any other part of the Himalayas, to the best of my belief, below 12,000 feet.”

Pallas originally discovered thisi Rocl-Pigeon in Dauria, and there is a specimen in the British Museum
from: the same locality. Dr. Dybowski says that in Eastern Siberia it “lives in a semidomesticated con-
dition, nesting in the roofs of houses and in clefts and fissures of the rocks. It breeds more than once in
the year, and the males court the hen birds all the year round. The latter begin to nest in February, and
finish in September. The cao » of the male is somewhat different from that of the European Rock-Dove,
and| the flight more rapid, so that the Sparrow-Hawk cannot overtake it. In the villages Cats, and among

" the rocks the large Eared Owl (Bubo sibiricus), create the greatest ravages among them.”

Pere David met with the species in Thibets and Mr. Swinhoe gives its habitat as ““North China™ in his
latest list. The latter gentleman, in his paper entitled * Zoological Notes of a Journey from Canton to
Peking and Kalgan,” writes as follows :—* On the 6th of July we visited a large cave about a mile from our
temple. It is on the side of a low hill which stands alone. Its mouth is about 20 feet in diameter, opening
into an abyss floored with broken rocks, among which water has collected. Its internal dimensions are large ;
but it offers no means of entrance. Along the walls of its interior the rock was broken into shelves; and
here the Rock-Pigeon (€. rupestris, Bp.) resorted in hosts to rear its young, and find a cool retreat from the
noonday sun. A shout and a few stones thrown in brought them out in swarms.” Again, n his account
of the ¢ birds observed about Talien Bay,” Mr. Swinhoe describes the present bird as C. lexcozonura, and
observes :—¢ This Rock-Pigeoun, at once distinguishable from C. Lieia by its white tail-band, its purple breast,
aud the reversion of the resplendent tints that adorn the neck, is found in immense numbers in Talien Bay,

ing in dark limestone caverns afford it a safe retreat and present it with

where the precipitous rocks abound
The cayerns these birds generally choose were dark and unwholesome-

cradles for the rearing of its young.
looking, with the damp trickling from the roof. In these places out of arm’s reach the Pigeons chose

rocky ledges to place their stick-built nests on ; rude construetions they generally were. You never watched
long before seeing some bird either going or returning with food. They mostly went on these excursions
several together, and dashing by with rapid flight, made for the fields of newly-planted grain, into which they
would drop and commence 0 scarch for food. On our first landing we found no difficultyin approaching to
within a few yards; but they very soon learnt to dread the gun. The ships of war that visited this bay
_ during early spring, report these birds as wandering about the country, associated in immense flocks. One
officer, I was informed, brought down thirteen at one shot.”

] may, in conclusion, remark that Professor Schlegel considers the.present species to be only one of the
many varieties of the ordinary C. liwiz; and, in his Jately published list of the Columbz in the Leiden
Museum (p- 64), he mentions specimens from Lake Baikal, Amoy, and Japan; but he says nothing to
indicate that they ave C. rupestiis, excepting in the case of the Baikal examples. ’

The figure in the Plate is life-sized.
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horseback not by stallsing could he approach them.  After being many times disturbed th,e‘y beFool( themselves,
flying with no small noise, to the bank of the TParei and eastwards over the high steppe, ahgl_]tmg on two places
where herds of cattle had been folded in the winter, and consequently covered with a thick layer of dung,
trodden so hard that no vegctation appeared through it. Here they settled! closely s andi as night came on
he left them, making sure of finding them the next day; butin the morning they had vanished, and throughout
the summer he did not meet with'a single example in that district. The herdsmen assured him they would
veturn's but it was not until October and in another locality, near Abagaitui, that he again saw them. They
were then flying in skeins, like Plovers, bigh and rapidly towards the north. The Cossacks who accompany
the caravans to Pekin across the Gobi told him that Syrrhaptes also inhabits those plains in great numbfars,
and serves them for game on their march. From the aboye passages it will be seen that the bir(l_is‘ subject
to sudden movements on a very large scale, and of a kind which, at first sight, appear almost capr1c1ous."’
«During winter,” says Mr. Swinhoe, “ flocks of hundreds constantly pass over the plains between Pekmg
- and Tientsin with a very swift flight, not unlike that of the Golden Plover. The_ market at Tientsin is
literally glutted with them, and you may purchase them for a mere nothing. The natives call ther.n
¢ Sha-chee,” or Sand-fowl, and told me they were mostly caught in clap-nets.  After a fall of snow their
capture is greatest; where the net is laid, the ground is cleared and strewed with small green beans.
This clear patch is almost sure to catch the eyes of the passing flocks, when they descend and crowd
into the snare. It only remains. for the fowler, hidden at a distance, to jerk the strings, and in his
haul he not unfrequently takes the whole flock. Numbers, however, are shot with matchlocks. When
on the oround they are rather shy and difficult of approachs but on the wing they will sometimes dart
witliin a few yards of you. The only note I have heard' them uiter is a rather melodious chuckle. The
natives say that during summer they are numerous on the vast plains of Tartary beyond the Great Wall,
and that they breed there in the sand.” : z
The male has the face buff, deepening on the lower part of the throat into a large gorget of light
chestnut-red ; on each side of the neck a mark of the same tint; head, ear-coverts, sides of the mneck,
breast, and abdemen blue grey, passing into gréyish.'buﬁ' on the flanks, a few of the feathers on each side
of the breast edged at the extremity with black, forming a band which: nearly meets in the centre; beyond:
the grey a broad band of black-crosses the abdomen in front of the legs, posterior to which® the abdomen,
the vent and under tail-coverts, the legs, and feet are creamy-white s all the upper surface sandy-red crossed
by numerous crescentic bands of black, anterior to each of which'is a wash of grey; wing-coverts grey,
stained! on the edges with reddish buff; tips of the first row of the greater coverts bright chestnut-red, the
the second row black; centre of the primaries and secondaries black, the inner webs bordered with greyish
stone-colour, and the outer webs bordered with grey next the shaft and outwardly with buff; tail similarly
marked to the upper surface, the outer feathgrs tipped with white ; the filamentous extremity of the outer
primary on each side and those of the two) central tail-feathers black bill olive-green becoming darker towards
the tip of the upper mandible.:; irides dark brown naked skin round the eye olive-grey ; toe-nails greenish
black. ¢
The above description is taicen from a specimen killed ip the Altai : I mention this because the bird seems
to be subject to some slight variation in colour. ;i .
The female has the cheeks and chin light buff becoming gradually deeper on the lower part of the threat,
where it is bounded by a narrow erescentic line of black ; feathers of the head sandy-red, each with a dark-
brown centre ; the colouring of the upper surface is similar to that of the male, with this exception, that the
dark bands assume the form of arrow-heads; the breast is dull greyish stone-colour, numerously spotted on
the sides with black; the wing-coverts have each a spot of black near the tips in other keapects the
colouring is similar to that of the male, but less vivid.
The Plate represents the two sexes, of the natural size.
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