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Dr. M. Varadarajan
a humane scholar

FroM 4 mere taluk office clerk, he rose to the
prestigious position of a Vice«Chancellor. But before
the frail-looking khadi - clad scribe donned the
ceremonial robes of the VYice - Chancellor, he had
acquired a Ph. D. in Tamil (the first in Madras
University), joined the ranks of eminent authors who
ushered in Tamil renaissance and won the hearts ‘of
thousands of students and teachers.

This was Mu. Va — Dr. M, Varadarajan —
who passed away last month abruptly ending a
glorious academic career. After his death, as one
talked to his friends and admirers, one got the impres-
sion that his endearing qualities as a man and teacher
formed the most outstanding aspect of his personality.
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His kindness and concern to all those who came in contact
with him seems to be legendary. His numerous friends and rela-
tives remain grateful for some little help or other he did to them
at the right time. He was the hero of thousands of young men and
women, many of whom had been his students. He took a fraternal
interest in his students and helped them solve their academic as well
as domestic problems. Ounce a handicapped student—he had only
two fingers on his right hand—met him after making unsuccessful
attempts to join the M.A. course insome college or other. The
colleges rejected him saying he could not cope with the studies on
account of his handicap. Mu. Va. straightway asked him to
demonstrate his capacity to write with his two fingers and when
he found the boy could write really fast, he admitted him to the
M.A.course.

Mu. Va. remitted the tuition fees and examination fees for
his students who could not afford to pay. [Itis stated that a
young man who worked in the Post and Telegraph department and
attended the part-time Tamil degree course had to abandon it as.
he could not remit the fees. Finding the young man, who happened
ta be a promising student of his, absent. Mu. Va. learnt he had
dropped out.because of financial difficulties. He promptly paid
the fees for the student and asked him to atiend the classes. - After
completing his studies, the former postal employee has become a

Professor in Malaysia.

Dr.Varadarajan shunned publicity and was so modest that
there were occasions when he did not tell his own family members
about his achievements. When he was conferred a Doctorate by
the Illinois (US) University, excepting a handful of his intimate
friends nobody knew about it. His family members came to know
about it long after the event. He was the first Tamil scholar and
writer to be honoured by an American University.

A greal lover of Nature, his boyhood days were spent
wandering over the Javvadu Hills near Tirupattur (North Arcot
District) where he studied. As the Vice - Chancellor of the Madurai
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education. Hisnovels generally dealt with the complex problems
faced by the youth; the evil effects of money power on society; the
shortcomings in family life in modern times; the emancipation of
woman and nobility of woman-hood.

Mu. Va did not believe in talking. He rarely accepted
speaking engagements,although he was a fluent speaker, because he
felt talking was a waste of time. On the other hand, he thought,the
time devoted to writing would be useful to posterity.

THE HINDU, 3—12--'74
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