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INTRODUCTION
Rspssicd)

Thamizhaham, adorned with Nature’s choicest gifts of
beauty and ennobled with one of the most ancient and yet
unbroken lines of literary traditions, has produced a galaxy
of great poets who can take their place with pride n the
Universal brotherhood of poets. Apart from their numerous
master-pieces of classical poems, which, ia richaess of literary
beauty and universality of appeal, are a standiog source of
envy and emulation to the rest of the world, these great
children of the Tamil Muse have bequeathed to posterity an
unbounded treasure in the form of stray and occasional stan-
zas of great merit. Some of these have been collected and
published as anthologies under the caption *Thanippadal” on
different occasions by different compilers. There is still a
vast amount of unpublished poetic pieces of this category,
preserved in palm leaf manuscripts in the Sarasvati Mahal and
elsewhere. The Library has planned to print and publish as
many of them as possible and to make them available to the

Tamil reading public..

Pulavar S. Balasundaram of Karanthai Pulavar Kalloori
has undertaken on our behalf this pleasant but difficult task
of compiling, from the several manuscripts, the unpublished
stray stanzas of serveral Tamil poets and of editing them with
a lucid rendering of the substance. The difficulties which he
bad to surmount in collecting the manuscripts and in sifting
the published verses from the unpublished ones have been set
out in his own preface. The Administrative Committee of
the Library is indeed thankful to the learned Editor for his
commendable performance. It is our hope to continue this
edition of Thanippadal Thirattu in another volume, even now
under preparation.



We are thapkful to the Curator of the Government
Oriental Manuscript Library, Madras for having kindly lent
us for our collation, comparison and selection, tbe transcribed
copy of the manuscript of Thanippadal Thiratry from his
library.

I am sure that the vast number of readers of Tamil
language and literature will join the authorities of the
T. M. 8. S. M. Library, Thanjavur in voicing forth their deep
sense of indebtedness to the Government of Madsas for their
financial ajd to the Library for publishing this and other
similar unprinted works, It is our fervent hope and prayer
that the Government may come fosth with greater and
greater aid in futare to ugearth the vast treasures in this
library in larger numbers and at quicker pace.

Sarasvati Mahal Library, § 0. A. NARAYANASWAMI

Th K.
25:“:}3:!67 Honorary Secretary.
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