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Bw. . Gs. Faflourser— * Maratha rule in the
Carnatic’ “ Among the Sanskrit works Shiva
Bharat by the poet Paramanantha is the most
authentic and accurate one and it gives a very
good picture of Shahji’s life in the Carnatic and
describes his conquests in these parts. Although
the work is incomplete its historical frame work
is found to be remarkably accurate confirmed as
it is, at places, by contemporary records Maratha
or English.” Little confusion is noticed in the
arrangements of facts and ou the whole the work
may be said to embody a good account of Shahji
and Shivaji.

Bm. prgprs sisni —  * House of Shivaji’
Shivaji’s Court Poet Paramanand (to whom he
gave the title of Kavindra or Jupiter among poets)
wrote a Sanskrit epic on the Bhonsle Royal house,
This epic (dubbed by its modern editor with the
title of Shiva Bharat) is merely a laudatary poem
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written by a Brahman flatterer to extol his patron’s
family to the seventh heaven. The very training,
mode of life and literary model of these Brahman
poets made them unfit to be sober recorder of facts
...... the Hindu Court sycophant ascribes super
natural feets to his hero! ”

5w Qs . &Urwesfwi— ‘Maratha Rajahs of
Tanjore. ‘Sivabharata a Sanskrit manuscript
dealing with the ancestry and achievements of
the great Shivajiand his fore fathers is considered
an important contribution to the Biographical
Literature of the hero. There is also a Tamil
version of Sivabharata probably from this reign
(Sarabhoji I) called Shivaji Charitram.

@59 Dol jhsm Dbsieww oPept Qupdaer
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PREFACE

-

The present publication is a rendering in
popular and often colloquial Tamil prose, of
Sivabharata Charitram. the story of the famous
Shivaji the Great, founder of the Maratha dynasty.
The author of the original woik himself gives reas-
ons for calling it Sivabharata Charitram. though
it is thestory of a single hero. The historical
accoutns of Shivaji are as vast as Mahabharata
itself. Further he holds that a study of the stories
will expel the sins of the readers as Mahabharata
does. The author attributes the origin of this work
to the divine inspiration and grace got from the
Goddess Ekavira devi. In those days parts of
Bharatakhandam was experiencing a critical
situation by the attack of Muslim rulers. At that
stage Shivaji the Great. arrested their advance,
won victories over them and established the
Muratha Empire.

The author at the outset has enunierated the
important points expounded in this Sivabharata
Charitram : like the glories of Sambo Mahadeva,
the supremacy of Tulaja Devi, the description of
the four eternal and everlasting values known as
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha. details
about holy places, accounts of the wars with the
Muslims, the cicumstances leading to the birth of
Shivaji for supressing the Muslim marauders,
characteristics of horses and elephants, details
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about forts and forces, rules of conduct for Kings
and the stories about the Kings of the Solar
dynasty.

The name of the author of the original
Sanskrit work is Paramananda Kavindra. He is
also meuntioned as Paramananda Sarma. This
Brahmin poet, son of Govinda Bhattar. lived in
Kasi for many years and it was during his stay
here that he happened to write this work.

In the Tamil section of this Library there is a
single manuscript of this work (D. 630 / M. 214).
In several places the detailed description. in the
original are omitted while the narrative portion
follows the origihal Sanskrit version closely. NO
mention has been made in the colophon, about the
person who copied the original manuscripts or the
vear in which the copy was made. as is usually
found in many manusecripts. In the Sapskrit
section of this Library there are four manuscripts
(D. No. 4223-4226) of the original Sivabharatam
in Sanskrit. The Bharat Samsodhak Mahamandal
Poona, has published in 1927, for the first time
this work with a commentary and elaborate
introduction in Marathi. In 1930, the Sanskrit
original only was published in the Anandashrama
Sanskrit Series, Poona. It is the unique privilege
of the Sarasvati Mahal Library to preserve the
manuscripts of both the Sanskrit original and
Tamil translation of this work. It is understood
that the Tamil translation of Sivabharatam
was written during the reign of King Serfoji—I
(A. D. 1712-28).
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The original Sanskrit poem is composed in a
grand and classical style, whereas the Tamil
version is in very simple and colloquial language.
In the Tamil manuscript, there is no division into
chapters beyond the second and no division into
paragraphs at all. But to facilitate the understading
of the readers. this publication is divided into 32
chapters, pased on the division made in the
Sanskrit original. The division into paragraphs
is based on the sequence of ideas.

Regarding the Linguistic point of view, the
Tamil narrative is given exactly as it is found in
the manuscript without altering anything except
scriptorial errors, as it will be useful for scholars
of Linguistics who work on the evolution of
Tamil language in those counties. Iun soio
places. the necessary Tamil meanings arc given
In the footnotes. The words which are probable
in the blanks in the manuscript caused by insects
are suggested within brackets.

It is my duty to express my gratitude to the
HODO.rary Secretary, Thiru N. Kandaswamy Pillai
fqr his permission to publish this work and to the
Librarian, Thiru V. Gopala Iyengar. M. A., for the
help rendered by him in the comparison of the
work with the Sanskrwit original. I am also
thankful to Thiru T- R. Bhima Rao, Marathi
Pandit far his assistance in making out the
Marathi translation in the printed edition.

-
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I consider the editing of this small historical
piece in Tamil as a special privilege extended to
me. I hope that this small publication will evoke
a good response among scholars so that a
detailed and critical edition of this work in book
form may be possible soon.

Thanjavur } M. SEERALAN,
Assistant Librarian,
8—6—1972 T.M. S. S. M Library.
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