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INTRODUCTION

When a few stanzas of this thrilling devotional
lyric were read out to me from the manuscript by
our Librarian, I did not take long to conclude that
this was a “ gem of purest ray serene ” and I
decided to lift it out of < the dark unfathomed
caves” of our literary ocean. Here then it is placed
before the public with the fervent hope that the vast
number of its readers will ratify my first impressions
of the poem.

Pullaiyandadi is not, like many other extollatory
poems belonging to the category of Stotra literature,
a mere string of conventional epithets or a stale
list of habitual vocatives. The tone of profound
sincerity and earnest devotion is ringing forth in
every stanza and the whole poem therefore produces
an impression of a spontaneous overflow of the
emotion of a devout poet and not that of a self-
conscious workmanship of a consummate versifier.

The poem, consisting of a hundred stanzas,
verbally interlinked by adopting the literary tech-
nique of andad: which is the proud and exclusive
possession of Tamil literature, is addressed to Lord

Vishnu enshrined in the temple of Thiruppullans,
one of the 108 sacred shrines of the Vaishnavas,
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Tradition has it that Sri Rama, in the course of his
expedition to Lanka for the recovery of Sita, per-
formed here the invocatory ceremony of lying for
three days on the bed spread out with the (darbha)
holy grass to court the aid of the Sea-god to cross
over the ocean to Lanka, along with his host of
monkey chieftains. This accounts for the holy

place being called Darbhasayana in Sanskrit and
Pullani in Tamil.

Nothing is known about the name or identity
or the date of the author from the manuscript, nor
has any external evidence been traced about him.
Yet, between the lines of the poem, we can have a
few glimpses at the distinctive traits of the author.
He eloquently emphasises on the deceptive and
fleeting nature of the pleasures of the senses. (Vide
stanzas 3, 6, 79, 94). He condemns categorically the
futile and arduous quest of worldly treasures and
the servile eulogy of disdaining lords (stanzas 9, 10,

35, 44). He contrasts these, with effective and con-
| vincing force, with the perennial Bliss of divine
grace which is by far easier to attain than the
- will 0’ of the wisp of earthly comforts (Stanzas
17, 21, 37, 40, 59). These examples reveval the
personality of the author to us as one imbued with a
-sublime spirit of renuncation, most probably
developed after some keen disappointments in the
conflicts of life. Through his numerous but slight
,and passing allusions to religious traditions, theo-
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logical concepts and puranic legends, the author’s
scholarship in the lore of the scriptures stands out
prominently. The author reveals himself through
his poem as a votary of Bhakti cult, aiming at the
attainment of God-realization through the medium
of emotion like the Alwars and Nayanmars and not
an adherent of the dialectical school which aims at
the same goal through the medium of intellect like
the Acharyas and Bhashyakaras. He contents him-
self with graceful, plaintive appeals to divine mercy
and does not embarrass his Muse by making her a
hand-maid to metaphysics as many scholastic
hymn-makers do.

From the proverbial sweetness of the Tamil
language, the author of Pullaiyandadi has drawn out
the essence of melody. He has attempted many
types of particularly musical metres, following the
model of Arunagirinathar’s Thiruppugazh, and many
of his stanzas are models ot ¢ linked sweetness,
long drawn out.”

Of this exquisite poem, we have but one Mss. in
our library bearing No. M. 233 (g)/D.249. Defaced by
time in some places, eaten up by mothsand worms
elsewhere and often faulty with scribal errors, this
single Mss. has almost posed a challenge to the
editor. Moreover in the Mss., some stanzas are
totally missing (26 to 27, 34) and others partly
missing (30, 91, 99). Some words are mutilated in



4

the original, but they are all left to be emended
authoritatively after scrutiny of some other Mss.
which future many bring to light.

It was such a hard task which Sri K. Kodanda-
pani M. A., B. 0. L.,Professor of Tamil, Sri Pushpam
College, Poondi, has undertaken to perform for our
library and fulfilled very creditably and to him our
thanks are due in an abundant measure.

We wish to record here our sense of gratitude
to the Government of Madras for their financia)
help to the Library, but for which, priceless trea-
sures like this will have to lie hidden for ever.

0. A. NARAYANASWAML

Honorary Secretary.

Thaniavw,

Sarasvuli Malnal Lit)rary,}
14—3—"07.
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