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PREFACE

The three plays published in the following
pages. entitled “Madana Sundara prasada Santana
Vilasam”, Pandiakeli Vilasa Natakam” and
“Puroorava Natakam” belong to a type of Tatil
operas in vogue in the Tamil land about a century
ago. They appear to be modelled on the Telugu
drama callod Yakshaganas, perfected under the
Telugu Kings of Tanjore. in the seventeenth
century. They were popular plays enacted in the
court and in villages under the direction of here-
ditary teachers and even today they linger here
and there, like the Yakshaganas,

Sri K. V. Jagannathan, the able Editor of
Kalaimagal, has edited these works for us with
his characteristic ability and thoroughness, His
introductory remarks ot the Tamil Drama are
invaluable to students of T4mil dramatic litera-
ture, We are grateful to Rim for the excellent

piece of work done by hitn for the Saraswathi
Mahal.

We are grateful to the Government of Madras
for the timely financial help given to us to

publish these and other manuscripts in the
Saraswathi Mahal,

S. GOPALAN,

Honorary Secretary,
T, I‘W S. S. M. Library Committee,
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AN APPEAL

R

Manuscripts on Palm Leaf or Paper of the ancient
works of the wise men of the past, are the great treasures
solely inherited by the Nation and it is the moral
obligation of persons who possess them to preserve them
safely for the future generations of mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession OT
you know friends or neighbours who possess them. You
can make a great contribution to the cause of the presef-
vation not only of our National Culture but also to the
Culture of Humanity as a whole by arranging to present

such manuscripts to the famous T. M. S S. M, Library.
Thanjavur.

The manuscripts so presented will be accepted and
acknowledged with pleasure and gratitude by the authorities
of the Library, preserved with meticulous care and made
available to successive generations of readers and scholars
for study and research. The hitherto unpublished works
found among them, will be printed and published in due
course, as facilities occur, with the expression of the
Lihrary’s gratitude for your gift.

The great Scholar-King of Tanjore, Rajah Serfoji, has
attained immortal fame by dedicating enormous time anfl
wealth to the expansion and firm establishment of this
world-famous ‘Sarasvati Mahal Library.’ It is open to
you to share the honour of Serfoji, in your own measqre
by contributing your manuscripts to the great institution
built by him.

This great Honour is beckoning to you to ae?ept it.
Will you hasten to take it up ? The Library waits for
your answer,

_ DIRECTOR,
Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur.

——
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