Sepma svgovasd wanTsd dassfuf@ 120

SO sarL. GFart Gu B

BT BHTH

[ smigus o_ s yuyL e |

Sepanapi
109DTFTRT FaCuruisr awgavesd 0D TV

mIs0 BEVwn

3

& 1890] % . 2-50 . [4. 4. 1968

e )




HSHEDE W IV S 102D 150 e ui g 120

BEEDIOED Far 1 @ pard (ur H 5
[ ]
WHeHIIHHT S
[t1smpu s 2 >nyu s |
*
oA Siflwi

NG goursr &b ypsara P Awk,
s CGurrfud,

&7 b B Ypat s rfl, SEHFTT.

. sepme evgevear S wamred Hieurss Gupelnars

Qsaryeus arflwgfd,
O. A srgaurs»ravargiil, B. A., B. L.,
f Ui & T e

Qeveflude_ it g,

»
s&b  1890] % ., 2-50 (0. 4.

1968



PREFACE

« Of what avail can all the learning be
if one adores not the feet of Omniscient God?"

So sang the immortal Saint-poet of Tamil Nad,
Tiruvalluvar. It is the second stanza in his great
and glorious work, Tirukkural, but second to none
in the wealth of wisdom contained in it. The phi-
losopher-poet of our own century, Dr. Rabindra-
nath Tagore, has substantiated the dictum of
Tiruvalluvar by setting up divine devotion as the
goal of all his learning and he beseeches God thus
in his Gitanjali:

“ Let all my songs gather together their diverse
strains into a single current

And flow to a sea of silence in one salutation
to Thee. "

Milton who has combined Earth and Heaven in his
great poem, ‘¢ Paradise Lost "’ set before himself as
his poetic mission ¢ to justify the ways of God to
Man . By the consensus of the great poets of al
nations and of all ages, who have survived the
ravages of time, the true purpose of all poetry
that lasts for ever, is to glorify the Lord.

Thalaimalai Kanda Devar, the author of Marudur
Andadi comes of the heirarchy of such poets who
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have laid their poetic achievements as an offering
on the altar of the Omniscient Lord. His sweet
Tamil Muse is as sacred as she is charming and she
would not choose for her hero any one less than the
Supreme Lord Siva, enshrined in Marudur. In one of
his stanzas (St. 73), the poet says :

“ Oh my Lord that abideth in luxuriant

Marudur!
Where the kine revel in feeding on the red

water lilies in the blooming ponds around !
1 shall continue to extol Thee in songs of

purest Tamil,
till my very tongue gets fatigued *

Unlike many poets who set monetary benevol-
ence of rich patrons, or public approbation and
fame as the reward for their literary achievements,
the illustrious author cf this Andads declares in one
of the stanzas (St. 94) that the blissfal approval of
the God of his adoration is the only reward he
expects for this poetic compostion :

Even like two ripe myrobolans, held in the palm

of my hand,

I shall keep before my vision, the well matched

pair of the feet of my Lord of Marudur.

I shall extol him with the stream of my flowing

song till it pleases Him to nod in sweet
approval

His head, adorned with the flowing stream of
Ganga.

The poet har et before himself the highest possi-
ble iiterary idsal and we leave it to the readers to
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satisfy themselves how far the poet has achieved
his end. We cananot know whether Siva nodded his
head. We are sure we do so and we may well
conclude that Siva might have done so too.

We have offered to our readers several Andadi
poems already from out of our manuscripts. Here
we add one more to the list. Unlike many other
authors of Andadi who have chosen to give vent to
their thoughts in spoantaneous and cimple expres-
sion, Thalaimalai Kanda Devar has set before him-
self a highly literary and enbellished pattern of
verse. Madakku is a literary technique in Tamil,
consisting of the employment of pun and it is min-
gled here with the figure of sound called Yamaka.
According to this t« chnique, a word, simple or com-
pound, is repeated with the symphony of alliter-
ation, yielding at every repetition a different inter-
Pretation, either by panaromasia or by various

syllabification of the expression. While yielding
Sweetness of assonance, it contributes to deepen the

scholarship of the reader. The author bas adopted
this technique with remarkable success in this
Andadi. His maintaining this style throughout, with
uniform elegance, testifies not only to the poet’s
skill in versification but also to his profound mas-
tery of the Tamil vocabulary. The sentiments are
of a very high order and the allusions and references
are both profuse and profound.

This publication is based on manuseripts No.
M. 698 and M. 142, preserved in this Library. Al-
though the work has been published before and
elsewhere with or without commentaries, we are
now giving our readers, for the first time an old and
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unpublished commentary. The learned editor of
the book, Thiru Adigalasiriyar, Professor of Tamil,
in Karanthai Pulavar Kalloori. is really, as his
position implies, a teacher of teachers, and he has
brought to bear on the work of editing this book a
rare acumen and scholarship. We are indeed grate-
ful to him for his service to the Library and,
through the Library, to the world of students and
scholars of Tamil everywhere.

Our thanks are due, in no small mrasure, to the
State Government of Madras for their munificient
grant for our publications, which has rendered it
possible for us to bring out of obscurity many of
the priceless gems like this contained in the mine of
this Library.

O. A. Narayanaswami,
Thanjavur, ) Honorary Secretary,
30—3—1968. ) T. M. S. S. M. LIBRARY.
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