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PREFACE

D

* AARAAVAMUDAM *—the Nectar that never satiates—
What a thrilling and honeyed expression of ecstasy
which sweetens the tongue that utters it ! Language
has never found a more appropriate term for God,
whom the Upanishads define as Aanandamaya, °the
Essence of Bliss Absolute.” Such is the name by
which the seers of Tamil Nad, the Alwars, have sung
in their hymns about Sarangapani, the Presiding
Deity of the chief Vaishnavite shrine in Kudanthai,
popularly known as Kumbakonam.

Six out of the ten Alwars have extolled the Lord
of Kudanthai in their hymns. Nammalvar, the fore-
most among them, has devoted one full section of ten
inimitably sweet and profound stanzas to adore Him,
Two of them are rendered here in English to produce
in the reader the psychological environment to enjoy
the present Andadi on the same Lord which is placed
before them :

Oh ! Insatiable Nectar ! B

Thou hast made my very limbs melt into liquid
‘streams of love and flow with undulating
movement towards Thee.

Here, Thou hast come to stay, manifesting
thine enrapturing form in the holy, charming
shrine at Kudanthai.
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Encircled with the limpid and fertilizing streams,
and with sheaves of ripened paddy
waving about like chauries.

Oh ; my Lord, Here indeed I have visualised thee®

* * * * %

Now I weep and now I fall prostrate ;
Now I dance in ecstasy, hoping to see Thee ;
Now I rave aloud in hymnal strains.

Haunted by mine own Fate, I gaze around and
hang my head in shame at my ineffectual
longing.

But Thou hast taken Thine abode, (solely to lift us
all) amidst the fertile and sparkling waters in
Kudanthai.

It is for Thee to manoeuver to captivate this
supplicant with the glances of thine eyes which
vie with red loluses,

And to draw him to Thy feet.**

Religious and philosophical emotion has been
an undrying spring of inspiration to the poets of
India. Following the foot-steps of the Saints, Alvars
and Nayanmars, successive generations of poets have
attempted to realise -the goal of their existence by
contributing to these religious rhapsodies and the
author of this Andadi deserves a place of honour
among them.

—

* Thiruvaimoli V-viii—], ** Thirqyaimoli .V-viiie5,



v

The Andadi, the chain of linked stanzas, one of
the most popular patterns of minor poems, exclusive
to Tamil literature, has been handled by many Tamil
poets as the medium of utterance for the outpour
of their descriptive power and devotional fervour.
Some poems of this category contained in the
manuscripts of this Library have already been
published and some are to follow. This poem by
an unknown author ardently extols the glory of
Aravamudan enshrined in Kudanthai, fervently appeals
to his grace and vouchsafes, with confidence,
happiness in this world and the next, and ultimate
Beautitude to the one who sings about Him,

In the Tamil introduction, the learned Editor
has entered heart and soul into the spirit of the
poem and has provided the reader with sufficient
introductory material to enjoy the beauties and to
admire the sublimities of the poem. No other
purpose except that of a linguistic variation will
be served by repeating them here. But a few words
have certainly to be said about the arduousness of
the task involved in editing this work. Only one
manuscript of the poem, bearing M. No, 139 was
available in this library and it was full of lacunas,
scriptorial errors and with many words and lines
mutilated beyond recognition by the inroad of
inseets. No other manuscript could be. secured
elsewhere except the transcribed copy of an incom-
plete manuscript from the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Libraty, Madras, covering only about
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half the poem. Despite its similar defects, it has
stood us in good stead, as far as it goes and we
are certainly obliged to the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library for the use of their material.

The Editor has made the best job out of it by
editing with clear and lucid rendering into Tamil,
all the stanzas which he could shape out with
difficulty, He has left untampered, in an Appendix
at the end of the book, the few extremely mutilated
or unintelligible stanzas. It is hoped that future
research or discovery of the manuscripts of the
poem may shed light, in course of time not only
on the contents of these stanzas but also on the
identity of the author to which we have so far no
clue, The Library owes its thanks to Vidvan
S. Ramalingam Pillai’ for the scholarly pains he
has taken to edit this poem.

Our thanks are essentially due to the State
Government of Tamil Nad for their munificent
financial aid which has rendered possible for us to
bring out literary treasures like this, which are
preserved in thislibrary.

O. A. NARAYANASWAMI,
THANJAVUR, } Honorary Secretary,

28—3—1968 T. M. S. S. M. Library.
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