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PREFACE

——n, e

Saiva Siddhanta philosophy, Which is considered
to be the choicest product of South I[ndian intellect,
has taken deep root in the life of a large section
of Tamilians and has flowered into many wmonastic
institutions  since the fourteenth century A.D.
The monks and heads of those nionasteries were
men of Light and religious experience, who have
gathered sincere  disciples  around  them. As
teachers and guides in religion, they have compiled
easy ireatises for the benefit of their diciples.

Siddhanta Vischaya is one such treatise compiled
by one of the pontiffs of the Dharmapuram Muut,

Siddhanta Cn(ochaya q/(rai, is not a regular com-
mentary, as its title mmakes one expect. It is only a
collection of authoritative passages from religious
classics just meat to strengthen the ideas express-
ed in the text. Before the advent of printing.
most of the teaching was personal and confined
to a limited circle of disciples. The disciples,
unierstanding the exposition communicated by
the preceptor, noted down the important and
cuthoritative passages for their future meditation.

We can reasonably expect this <Y rqai to be one

belonging to this category.



it

The editor has followed the traditions of the
institution which produced this text and commen -
tary by adopting the monastic language and
narrating  episodes prevalent in those circles
which may look improbable and out of tune with
the times. However, those things also deserve to
be preserved for future information.

This  publication is mainly based on  the
following two palm leaf manuscripts  preserved
in our Library :

M. 734 (u) Siddhanta Nischayam
M. 735 (v) Siddhanta Nischaya Urai

We are thankful to Panditha Vidvan, Thiru
Erama Govindaswami Pillai for his having taken
pains to edit this work for our Library. As the
retired Pandit of the Library and as the experien-
ced editor of many of our Tamil publications, we
are deeply indebted to him for all his services,

We wish to record here our sincere gratitude
10 the Government of Tamil Nadu for their gene -

rous grant which has made such pubdlications
possitle.

N. KANDASWAM],

THANJAVUR Honorary Secretary,
18—12 —69 } T.M.S S. M. LIBRARY.
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