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ONE OF FOUR THIEVES
THE REST DECEIVES

Four lodgers with an ancient dame

Received contentedly what came,

Were gainers by what others lost,

And boarded at the public cost.

Now coins and jewels music yield.

'Within a brazen vessel seal’d;

But they must keep the common prey

To charm them on a safer day-

“« Ho, bury this beneath the floor,

Till call’d for, mother. by all four.”

They said, and still their lodgings kept,

And ate and drank, and watch’d and slept.
Once on a day, as o'er the way

In a verandah’s shade they lay.

And of the common good conversed.,

The faithful four were plagued with thirst,
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“ Who'll go to the old dame; snd say
That we must have a pot of whey?”!?
Was ask’d; and. flying like a shot,

One said to her. ““Produce the pot.”
Pledged not to part with it at all
Without an order from them all,

Into the street she trusty went,

And ask’d if for the pot they'd sent,

* Yes, give it him, and don’t be slow. ”
So, turning back, an iron crow

She lent her lodger, and reveal'd

The place where she'd the jar conceal’d.
« With this you’ll turn it up with ease.”
Said she; and he was on his knees.

1. Buttermilk, esteemed none the worse for being sour.
is a favourite drink in India for quenching thirst. It is usual
to take it early in the morning; and no doubt the dry souls
had passed a feverish night. With the exception of the
messenger, they had now allowed their wits to go to sleep.
The direction they gave him,—tondi yeduttuk kondu va.—was
ambiguous; one of its words, tondi, being either a verbal
participle or a noun. The noun means a small earthen vessel;
the participle having dug in the ground. The words therefore
not only signify, “Bringa small jar”. but equally ~Digup.
and bring.”  The intended meaning was evident from the
addition, “to get some whey;”’ bnt that addition the rouge
suppressed, it not being true always that there is honour among
thieves.
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The metal in his hands he feels,

And then the mettle in his heels;

Through the back door he bears the prize;

And like a thief of thieves he flies.
Minutes twice twelve the thirsty three

Had waited, wondering not to see

Their partner with a pot supplied,

When all got up, and went inside,

The cheat perceived. the dame they cursed;
And vengeance now was all their thirst

They hail’d her to the judgment-bar.
And swore she’d stolen their brazen jar.

The Lord Chief Justice weigh'd the case,
Look’d the poor woman in the face,

And said he could not let it pass.

She must restore the pot of brass.

* O dear; what shall T do?” she cries,
And tears are streaming from her eyes.

As bright a youth as e’er you'll meet
Was in the middle of the street,
With playmates busy at the game
Of pitch and toss:! he ask’d the dame,
“ Good grandmother, why all these tears?”

1. ketcheyk-kay, something like a game of marbles; instead
of marbles, areka nuts being used. ~ The aim in it is, froma
fixed distance to pitch the nuts into one or more of two or three
holes scooped in the ground.

wfl-11
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She with her story fill'd his ears.

Then, turning to his play anew.,
As from his hands the nuts he threw,

Exclaim’d the grieved precocious soul,
“ May these as surely find the hole

As earth his mouth shall quickly choke
Who this unrighteous sentence spoke!”T

Some busybodies to the throne
Made Raman’s daring comment known.

The boy was to the monarch led,
And thus the awful Cholan said,

“ Who thinks the sentence so unjust,
Himself the case may try, and must.”

The child of Menu, unappall’d.
The matter sifted, set her free,

And thus address’d the baffled three:
*¢ She will, as pledged, the jar restore,

When told to do so by all four.”
Grief goes the way that treasures go,?

1. The allusion is to the situation of a buried corpse
uncoffined. with the face turned up; and thc wish conveyed the
opinion that the gods would not allow so unrighteous a judge
to live very long. The prophecy of the youth was fulfilled.
The mouth of the unfortunate gentleman was filled with dirt;
he was as good as dead.

2, I. Wealth in possession is grief, in the anxiety it
occasions. The grief ceases when the wealth disappears.
II. When property is stolen, the greater affliction is with the
stealer. The unfortunate loser is less unhappy than the
miserable thief. ’
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They say: the lady found it so.

The king with joy the tidings heard.
The title of “The Just' ! conferr'd
On Raman, made the bench his own,
Sent gifts of honour from the throne,
With specjal countenance caress’d.

And held him a familiar guest.

—“The Unerring Judge
Mariyathay-Raman”
TAMIL WISDOM

Pages: 129—133

O s Samaatend

1. mariyathay, The Unerring.
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THE THIEVES OUT—WITTED

A Gang of four thieves in the Chola country,
boarding for the time at an old woman’s house,
one day, entrusted her with the safe custody of
a sealed brass pot containing their plunder, with
strict injunctions that it was only to be returned
on the joint demaund of all four of them. One
morning. as the thieves were seated on the pial in
front of the house, a butter-milk seller passed
along the street and wishing to have a drink;
they sent the youngest of them to fetch a vessel
from the boarding-house woman. The young
thief saw his opportunity in this and, entering
the house, informed the old lady that his compa-
nions had sent him to fetch the brass pot left
with her.  She, however, demurred to this and
referred to the original understanding, upon
which the arch rogue referred her to his fricnds
seated outside. She shouted out to them asking
if she might deliver the pot to their messenger
and they. thinking only of a pot they wanted for
buying butter-inilk, shouted back & reply in the
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affirmative. Thc safe deposit was accordingly
returned. and the messenger disappeared with it
through the back door of the house. The remain-
ing three, after waiting in vain for the return of
their companion with the required vessel, entered
the house and were thunderstruck on learning
what had actually happened Resolved, however
to make the old lady pay for their own folly,
they dragged her before the City Judge. The
latter after due enquiry. pronounced judgement
in favour of the thieves. As the unfortunate
woman was returning home. loudly bewailing her
misfortune and the injustice of the Jndge's
verdict, a bright and precociously wise-looking
youth, named Raman, who was engaged ina
game of marbles with his playmates, questioned
the woman and learnt the cause of her grief.
He, too. appeared moved by the woman'’s tale of
injustice, and cried out. as his marble dropped
into its appropriate hole, “May Heaven’s thunder-
bolt strike the unjust Judge who decided against
the widow, as certainly as my marble has found
its goal.” The Royal Harkaras, who happened
to hear this as they passed by, took the youngs-
ter up to the king and reported his words. The
king was amused, and thus addressed Raman:
“Well, young Sir! Consider yourself the Judge
in this case, and deal evenhanded justice. if you
can do it better.” Raman, nothing daunted by
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the royal mandate. cheerfully took a seat then
and there, summoned the parties and recorded
their statements, and his judgment., delivered
without a moment’s doubt or hesitation, was that
inasmuch as the original compact was that the
ssfe-deposit was not to be returned unless and
until the whole quartette of thieves jointly
demanded it. the present Plaintiff’s should be
non-suited.

The king was so charmed at this remarkable
display of wisdom and shrewdnees on the part
of Raman. that he literally loaded him with
honors and presents, in consequence of which he
was ever after known as Mariada Raman or the
Honored Raman, and he also conferred on him
the office of a judge in his realm. Many were
the difficult cases of hard swearing in which
Mariada Raman proved by his shrewdness his
peculiar fitness for the discovery of truth and
for dealing even-handed justice.

—Tales of Mariada Raman
Pages 1—4
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Second Edition enlarged with Tamil Texts:
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