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PREFACE

The present publication is the first of its kind in our
series. It deals with chemical processes for the synthetic
manufacture of some vegetable and mineral drugs that are in
constant use in our indigenous systems of medicine. Although
we have scores of treatises dealing with chemical processes of
this kind, more especially in Tamil, no attempt has been
made at a systematic study of all the texts, and regular
research in institutions open to students of medicine. These
processes have been always kept as a secret lore and the
texts themselves abound in cryptic technology that can be
uaderstood only by specially initiated disciples.

What with the waning faith of our students in our
ancient texts, and the want of encouragement to the ascetic
order following the path of the Siddhas, the whole system of
chemical and atomic processes which was the exclusive
property of the community of Siddhas has now fallen into
disuetude. This has given rise to many an impostor claiming
to possess the secrets of these Processes.

It is therefore the duty of institutions like the Sarasvati
Mahal to bring to light the existing texts on these chemical
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processes, so that systematic research may be undertaken by
students interested in the subject.

The present work contains oue hundred verses giving
synthetic processes for the manufacture of drugs. The work
is very rare and valuable. There are no other manuscripts
of the work available except the one preserved in the Sarasvati
Mahal. It has therefore been thought fit to include this
among the first series of publications of the library. Parallel
passages in other available works relating to the drugs treated
of in the work, have been printed as appendices. The editors
of the work have been engaged in editing the medical
manuscripts of the library for some years past, and have
edited this work with their usual zest. It is hoped that this

work will serve as a hand-book for students of research and
medical practitioners.

LiBRARY, TANJORE.

S. GOPALAN,
10—2—1951

SARASWATI MAHAL
} Honorary Secretary,
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