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Prefatory Note

“ THLRL 15 a great mass of noble writing ready to
hand 1n Tamil and Tclugu folk-hiterature, especially m
the former.  To raise these books 1n public estimation, to
exhibit the tiue products of the Dravidian mind, would
be a task wo.thy of the ripest scholar and the most en
lighte ned government. I would especially draw attention
to the Eightcen Books that are said to have received the
sanction of the Madura College, and are among the oldest
specimens of Dravidian hterature  Anvy student of Dra-
vidian writings would be able to add a score of equally
valuable books. If thesc were carefully cdited, they
would form a body of Dravidian classics of the highest
valuc” Thus wrote Mr. Charles L. Gover, member of
the Royal Asiatic Society, n his mtioduction to the Folk-
Songs of Southetn Indiq, printed in 1871 Hisdesnc was
to a great extent accomplished by veterans like \rumuka
Navalar, Damodaram Pillai, and Swaminadaiyar (Maha-
mahopadhyaya). The Mahamahopadhyaya rescued 1n
time most of the “ score of equally valuable books ™ con
demned to oblivion m  private and public hibraries 1n
Southern India. These publications have helped Archaco-
Yogists and Epigraphists 1n making many discoveries, and
Historians in determining their perspective  Two more
of those ‘“ valuable hooks "' gmiCg1as and s@f%ar have
recently been published by other scholars.  Very few yet
remain to be published.



iv PREFATORY NOTE

Of the Eighteen Books only about half a dozen have
been edited by scholars of repute. Some, very badly
printed long ago, are not available now. Two or three
have not yet been printed. One of them was a puz/le to
the Tamil world for a whole century. Sriman Swarnam
Pillat of the Hindu College, Tinnevelly, deserves all credit
for reclaiming 1t from Lethe. It 1s a copy made by (&
sgBear saflgmwr) Kari Ratna Kaviroyar, commentator
of Maran Alaugaram, a Tamil scholar of vast erudition,
who hived 1n the sistcenth century.  This book 1s (@6
uui”s\)) Innila1 by (@ n|£|mauun?) Poikaryar, author of Kala-
valt Narpadu. This will, 1t 1s hoped, come cat ere long.”

Acharakkovai, one of the Eighteen Books, was first
published by Thillaiyambur Chandrasekara Kaviroyar
with the old commentary 1n 1657 A. D. I 1ssued two
editions, one 1n 1893, and the other in 1898. I now 1ssue
a third edition, adding only a few notes here and there.

PLRAMBUR, MADRAS, }

15th Feb. 1916. T.C.

" This book has been printed recently by Sriman V O Chidam-
baram Pillai (with his own commentary )—~ED
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