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PREFACE

(Thiru C. ARANGANAYAGAM, Education Minister, Tamilnadu)

The Government cf Tamilnadu, under a special scheme of
publication of unpublished Tamil Manuscripts have come forward
to undertake the printing and publishing of all the available
unpublished Tamil Manuscripts in the Siate. Necessary funds
towards the publication bave been provided for the purposc.
It is estimated that several huudred unpublished Tamil Manus-
cripts dealing with native medicines, matihematics, music, fine
arts, and literary compositions of various nature, are lying unpub-
lished in different Manuscript Libraries of this State and also
in other parts of the country. Various Manuscript Libraries
in the State, have been approached to make available their
unpublished text for publication. The authoritics of these
Manuscript Libraries have come forward with interest and
enthusiasm to afford necessary facilities for the same. Eminent
Tamil Scholars, well-versed in the art of editing have been
requested to take up the work of editing. Under the scheme the
texts will be criticaliy edited with suitable foot-notes and brief
introductary analysis both in English and Tamil for the beniflt
of researchers and scholars. The selection of manuscripts, copying
and editing have been entrusted to the Tamilnadu Siate Depari-
ment of Archacology and the printing and publication of the
text have been undertaken by the Tamilnadu Texi-Book Society.

So far the texts of 75 manuscripts have been copied and a
member of them edited and are made available in printed form
in this series. Following the lead given by the Tamilnadu Govern-
ment, other institutions are also coming forward to publish as
many texts as possible. I am thankful to all the institutions and
scholars who nave come forward to join the Government in this
venture. It is only a beginning and I do hope that all the available
texts will be in ti:c hands of scholars, educational institutions
and public libraries, so that the contribution of the Tamils
through the ceuturies in different fields will be available for the
proper understanding and comprehension of the Tamil Language
literature and Culture.

C. ARANGANAYAGAM
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INTRODUCTORY

The collection consists of four Kuravanchi dance dramas
published for the first time. They include:

1. Poyyamozhi Isar Kuravanchi composed by Chidam-
baram Thattuvalingan (Manuscript D. 2338).

2. Gangeyan Kuravanchi by one Ponmani Chellappan
(Manu. No. 751: A)

3. Navaneetheswaraswamy Kuravanchi by Chockalinga
Pillai of Tiruvarur (Manu. No. 217)

4. Mannippadikkarai Neelakantar Kuravanchi Natakam
by Swaminatha Iyer (Manu. No. 232).

The first work is edited by Thiru M. Arunachalam and the
other thres works by Pulavar R. llankumaran. All the four
Kuravanchis are sung in praise of the presiding deities of the res-
pective temples and are specially intended for enactment in the
respective temples probably during festive occasions. The first
one Poyyamozhi Isar Kuravanchi is from the manuscript pre-
served in the Government Oriental Manuscript Library, Madras
and the other three are from the manuscripts collected and pre-
served in the Dr. U. V. Swaminaiha Iyer Library, Madras. We
are thanktul to the authorities of the Government Oriental
Manuscript Library and the Dr. U. V. Swaminatha lyer Library
for very kindiy permitting us to publish these texts in the series
and also we record our thanks to Thiru M. Arunachalam and
Pulavar R. Ilankumaran for having taken great care in critically
editing these texts. The importance of these collections will be
evident from the fact that during the 18th and 19th centuries a
number of such Kuravanchi works were composed by poets of
no mean achievement and probably were enacted in the respec-
tive temples giving a great philip to music and dance. A point
worthy of note is the importance given to kuravan and kuratti



in these compositions which have attracted the common masses
to a great extent and attested to the popularity of the type of dance
and drama. The collection is valuable for understanding the
dance movement and also the creative field during 18th and
19th centuries. The general introduction to the Kuravanchi
dance drama composition occurs in the first work, viz.,
Poyyamozhi Isar Kuravanchi.

Dr. R. Nagaswamy,
Director of Archeology Department.
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INTRODUCTION

Minor poems, or what are called n Sanskrit Laghu Kavya,
are known in the Tamii language as the Prabandha poems, The
word prabandham simply means wel! constructed. The songs of
the twelve Azhvars in Vaishnavism are known by the collective
name of the Divya-Prabandham, the Divine Songs.

Prabandhams have been existing in the Tamil language from
the Sangam Age. the first poem of the celebrated Pattupattu,
The Ten Idylls, Thiru Muruhatruppadai is itseif a prabandham and
it belongs to the category, Atrupadai, The numbering of the
prabhandhams as 96 is a later classification beginning from
the 16th century. But grammatical traditions defining these
prabandhams are available from the 1l1th century. The first
such grammar is the Panniru-pattiyal. It mentions a kurattip-
pattu but this is not kuravanchi,

Kuravanchi is a new type of dramatic poem or opera, where
dance, music and drama have equal share. The term
kuravanchi means a damsel of the Kuravar clan which is a kind
of hunter-gipsy tribe, dwelling on the hills and occasionally roaming
through the adjacent plains, hand-reading and sooth-saying to
he love-sick women and obtaining handsome presents from them.
The feature kuram had been one of the elements making up a
kalambakam poem in the later centuries. Probably this feature,
which was just one verse, developed into an elaborate poem
having several verses known by the same name as kuram. This
theme had been there in the ballad poetry on the Mahabharata
stories but this seems to have taken a special form as a distinc-
tive type of poem from the Minakshi Ammai Kuram of the 17th
century (wrongly attributed to St. Kumaraguruparar of the
middle of the centurv). This poem simply deals with the read-
ing of the hand of a love-sick damsel by the kurathi and her pro-
mising damsel that the Lord of Madurai would bestow His love
‘on her. This is a good poem written in the days of Thirumalai
Nayak of Madurai. The character here is only one and that
is the kuratti. There are also similar poems of a later day on St.
Nammazhar and Vellaippillaiyar of Thanjavur.



The kuravanchi poem is much larger in scope and is more
ambitious in construction. While the kuram is a sort of
monologue, the kuravaanchi is a regular opera, a musical drama,
embracing all the elements of dance and music. The poem has
a story as its core and there are five characters taking part in
the story such as the heroine and her maid, the kuratti, her
husband and his friend. Characters other than these five are rare.

The heroine and the kuratti are the central characters. The
heroine sees the Lord of the local temple going in a procession
along the streets during the temple festival and falls in love with
Him. She confides her love to her maid, who brings in the
kuratti to read her hand and console her. The kuratti is the
most colourful characer, extremely ingenuous and always per-
forming the rustic dance so natural to her. She assures her

that the Lord would return her love, gets many presents from
her and departs.

Meanwhile the kurava, a singa as he is often called, who
is her husband, spreads his net for catching wild birds and with
his bag full, goes over to this place, along with his friend the
kulava, in search of his wife singi, the kuratti. After some wander-
ing, he finds her but is amazed at the various jewels worn by
Ler, got by her as presents from those to whom she had been
sooth-saying. The two have a slight sulking, then an interesting
talk, finally returned home and are happy.

Though there are no specific divisions of act or scene here
according to the modern concept of a drama, we can have here
a clear division into three separate sections or acts wherein sepa-
rate characters occupy the entire stage. They are one, the heroine,
who sees the Lord in procession, falls in love with Him and then
gives forth various laments including the sending of her maid as
a messenger in some cases to the Lord, and then the sending of
the maid to fetch the kuratti. Her whole act is one of a superior
kind of dance, unlike that of the karatti in the next section. The
maid also has her part in this classic dance.

Tae second section is the kuratti act where she occupies the
entire stage—her arrival, dance, her description of several things

il



like the country, the various shrines, rivers, hills, her own tribe,
the presents she had received, and then her reading the hand of
the heroine and getting presents from her. The whole is one
ceaseless dance.

The third section is occupied by her husband, the kuravanm,
his bird-hunt along with his comrade, his search for his missing
kuratti or singi, their duet, and lastly their union. Here also the
kuraven and kuratti dance, but this dance has completely dege-
nerated in to the vulger street dances of the modern kuravan-
kuratti familiarized by the ugly carricature of the films and copied
by all the mass communication media today.

This is the general pattern and story content of the
Kuravanchi poem. The poem has been named afier the kuratti
as she occupies the entire stage from the moment of her debut.
The poem was originally sung in praise of thc local deity and
was enacted by the dancing girl troupe of the temple on temple
festival occasions. Almost all large temples had this dance
drama, enacted there in praise of the Lord, and as a form of popu-
lar entertainment. But when the dancing gir] community got
into disrepute from the opening years of this century, these dramas
Janguished and got forgotten.

The kuravan-kuratti concept is not mere literary conven-
tion. The couple is a kind of real wandering type today in actual
life, very much like the gipsy tribes of Europe. They do prac-
tice the arts of hand-reading and sooth-saying in the urban areas
even in the modern day.

A word may be said about the probable genesis of the
Kuravanchi Natakam. When the Vijayanagar dynasty was des-
troyed by the muslim onslaught and the Nayaks, as deputies under
Vijayanagar, were in charge of the areas Thanjavur, Tiruchirap-
palli and Madurai at different periods, they had introduced many
new things in the life and culture of the land. The Yakshagana
was a popular opera in the Telugu areas having been copied from
the Maratti and the Kannada areas featuring epic heroes like
Bhima and Arjuna and it was a drama full of dance and music.
The Nayaks helped to introduce this type of dance-play in the
Tamilnadu and the result, we may take it, was the kuravanchi

iii



opera. Instead of the heroes of the Yakshagana we have here
an atmosphere of devotion to God and of God-love. The
kuravanchi had been produced in the temples with a minimum
cast of five characters and its keynote was devotion. We may
even consider it as a play portraying the struggle of the soul
towards a union with God through what had been called a form
of bridal mysticism. It is immaterial that some poems like
Sarabhendra Kuravanchi are in praise of mortals.  Like all great
poetry in Tamilnadu, the kuravanchi aiso was primarily a poem
oi dedication to God. Latterly degeneration sets in here aiso,
as in every walk of humane endeavour.

Thiru-Arur, Thanjavur, Kumbakonam and Thirukkutralam
are some of the temples where kuravanchi was enacted till recently.
Many eminent poets had written classical kuravanchi poems.
The one by Tirikuta Rajappa Kavirayar by 1718 A.D. is deser-
vedly the most famous, although there were earlier kuravanchi
poems. There are more than a score of such good kuravanchi
poems now available in print.

The poem now being edited and published for the first
time, occupies an honourable position in that long line of poems,
published and unpublished. This poem was written by one
Tattuvalingau, son of Chidambaram, probably by the middle
of the 18th century. The poem is tne praise of Swami Poyyamo-
zhi Isar of Poyhaippakkam. There are one or two other small
poems on the Lord of this place, unpublished. Nothing is known
about the author except that he had been patronized by two
munificent gentlemen of the place by name Nallannan and
Chinnannan. The poem is written in a good style, easy and
simple, while at the same time not sacrificing its classicism. A
few verses towards the end are missing, but otherwise che whole
text is correctly and fully available.

Thiruchitrambalam M. ARUNACHALAM
8—12—79

iv
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GANGEYAN KURAVANCHI
By
PonmaNt CHELLAPEAN

Gangeyan Kuravanchi is preserved as a manuscript in the
Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Library. It is in praise of Lord
‘Sirayili Nathar’ in the village of Ponmari, which is said to kave
been under one Gangeya Rajan. The work is also referred to
as ‘Mari Natakam’ obviously after the village name Ponmari.”
The patron of the poem is one Narayana Gangeyan who is
praised ‘for his benevolence to the poet. He is referred to as
belonging to the solar race and Malava Vamsa. His gotra was
Mavirari. His proper name seems to have been Narayana
Gangeyan From the titles Kandan, Gangeyan and Marinadudaiyan
he seems to be a chieftain in Pandinadu and ruling a part of
modern Ramnad District. There is also a reference to Vijaya
Muthu -Ragunatha Sethupathy. A number of Sethupathis had
this name Vijaya Muthu Ragunatha Sethupathy. It is therefore
difficult to precisely assign the patron of this poem, to any parti-
cular date. If he is identical with Vijaya Muthu Ragunatha
Sethupathy who flourished during the first half of 18th century,
then the work may be assigned to that period.

The presiding deity of Ponmari is called ‘Mari Isar’ and
Sirayili Nathar and Kasiviswanatha. 1t is said that the
Nambimars of the 30 day circle, offered regular worship in the
temple of Marinayaka. The name of the Goddess is given in
the text as Piriya Udaiyal. A certain Arunachalamuni is also
referred to in the text about whose identity we have at present
very little reference. From the text it is seen tkat the Author of
this work was named as one Ponmani Chellappan, a resident
of Ponmari.

Orne of the verses refers to the boundaries of the land held
by Gangeya Chieftain, according to which the land was situated
South of Vellaru, East of Peruvazhi, North of Kanya River and
West of Eastern Ocean, which is obviously a reference to the
Pandimandalam. The work seems to be much earlier to the



well-known and popular Kuravanchi Natakas and might pro-
bably belong to the first part of the 18th century. There is
a reference to the serpant issuing out of the ant hill and depositing
Rathnas.

There are a number of chieftains in the Ramnad area who
were functioning under the Pandya rulers afid had the title
Gangeyas. Particularly one chieftain who is frequently referred
to was named Udayan Seithan Kandan Gangeyan. There is
another chieftain Rama Veera Perumal Gangeyan who is men-
tioned in 16th century inscription of Kunrakudi in the same
region. The patron of the present work Kandan Narayana
Gangeyan after whom the work is named as ‘Gangeyan
Kuravanchi’, probably belonged to this family. It is also
interesting to mention that in the inscriptions of Siruvayal in
Thirupathur Taluk, a family of chieftains who bore the title
“Malava Chakravarthy’ are mentioned. The name of the Vamsa
of the patron of the poem under reference is mentioned as
Malava Vamsa. It is for further study whether the Gangeya
referred to in the 13th century records and the Malava
Chakravarti occurring in Siruvayal epigraphs have any -matir-
monial alliance belong to the same clan. The work is published
for the first time with critical notes. C
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NAVANEETHESWARA SWAMY KURAVANCHI
By

CHOKKALINGAM PILLAI

The Singaravelar temple dedicated to Subramanya at the
village of Sikkal near Nagapattinam is a famous temple of the
Tamil'country. The village can be reached from Thiruvarur,
on the highway to Nagapattinam about 5 k. m. before
Nagapattinam. It is also connected by rail, According
to tradition the temple was built by the celebrated Chola
ruler Kochengat Cholan. The Saivite Saint Gnanasam-
bandar has 2 hymn on this temple. Sundaramoorthy Nayanar
also refers to this shrine. Arunagiri Nathar, the celebrated
author of Thiruppugazh, has added to the sanctity of the temple
by his hymn on Lord Subramanya, the presiding deity of this
temple. There are other poems celebrating the greatness of this
shrine in Tamil, among them this Kuravanchi is one.

According to local legends, the sage Vasishta worshipped
and invoked the presence of devine cow, Kamadhenu, in this
village. Kamadhenu’s milk flow crystalised into a great butter
ball forming the pedestal and Siva Linga of this place. Vasishta
worshipped this Linga of butter. Subsequently when he tried to
take the Linga after the worship, itcould not be moved and hence
the place came to be called Sikkal. The legend finds mention in
this work. The Mulasthana of this temple is referred to Vennai
Peruman. According to the inscriptions found on the temple, the
presiding deity is called <Palvennai Nathar’, also called
‘Palvennai Nayanar.” The deity is therefore  called
‘Navaneetheswara’ in Sanakrit and the Goddess is called Vel
Nedunkanni’ and ‘Sathyayadakshi’.

Since this place was adored by Vasishta, the village came to
be called ‘Vasistashramam’. Jasmine creapers grow in abundance
in this village and hence the place also came to be called
Mallikaranya (Jasmine Forest). 1t is believed that this place
brings the divine grace to all the devotees and is being called
Devasannidhya. The pond of this place is held sacred for its



purity and is called the Kaya saras. Later inscriptions mention
that this village was situated in the Usavadi, a sub-division of
Jeyamanicka Valanadu. The name of the village Sikkal appears
as Sikarai, a popular name called in this work. 1t issaid to be
situated in the midst of green fields and flower ga-dens.

The temple is situated at the eastern end of the village. An
entrance tower was erected in 1933. In front of the shrine is the
Krithikai Mandapa at the entrance. Recently the Mandapa has
been embellished with paintings depicting the various episodes of
Lord Subramanya. Adjacent to the Mandapa, south of the
entrance, is a Ganesa and to the north is enshrined Subramanya.
Passing the entrance one comes to the flag mast situated in the
first enclosure. In the southern side of this enclosure is the
temple of 63 Saivite saints. At the western end, Lord Kasi
Viswanatha and his consort Visalakshi are enshrined. In the
same place is noticed the shrine of Lord Karthigai Ganesa.
According to tradition this Ganesa was worshipped by the
Krithigai women for bringing up Lord Muruga. At the western
end is a shrine of Subramanya as Shanmuga, seated on his pea-
cock. In the north of the enclosure are enshrined Sri Lakshmi
and Chandeswara.

The presiding deity in the Mulasthana is on a raised shrine
resembling an artificial hillock. The shrine is approached by 12
high steps. In the southern side of the front Mandapa we have a
shrine of Sundaraganapathy, Saniswara, Vasishta and other
seven sages. In the shrine of Somaskanda is found a Linga of
emerald called Maragathavitangar. Somaskanda shrine is the
main shrine of Vennai Peruman. The Nataraja shrine is south
facing. The shrine of Singaravelar is now decorated with
marble stones. Lord Singaravelar is shown in a standing posture.
The shrine of Goddess Ammai Velnedunkanni and Palliarai
are also located in the same region. In the northern part of the
enclosure is the temple of Lord Vishnu as Kolavamanapperumal
and Komalavallithayar. In the enclosure near to the Dekshina-
murthy shrine is found a jasmine creaper. Near to the ‘Milk-tank’
(Palkulam) is found an Aswatha tree. These are considered the
sacred creaper and tree of the temple. The water tanks of this
temple are named ‘Palkulam, Lakshmi Thirtham, Kaya Thirtham,
Ammankulam Vridha Kaveri’, etc.

ii



.- . Among the various festivals celebrated in this temple, the
‘most famous is called ‘Velvanguthal’, i.e., receiving the spear. It
is celebrated on the night prior to Surasamhara festival in the
month of Aipasi. Lord Muruga is said to receive the spear
(spear of Knowledge) from Goddess Uma. According to
tradition Muruga is said to have obtained the spear at Sikkal
and used it to destory Surapadma at Tiruchendur.

The Sikkal Kuravanchi has some variations. For example,
the work has no Kattiyakkaran. It however begins with
‘Todayam’.  Mohini arrives as heroine. The poet himself
narrates the heroine’s love towards the hero who comes in
procession. Then is introduced Muthurekha, the close friend of
the heroine who brings the Kuratti. The dialogue between the
heroine and the fortune-teller takes the form of a description of
the hill, river, fertility of the soil, the sacred spots, the form of
anda, etc. the sciences learnt by the kuratti, the important persons
who have benefitted by the fortune-teller, the prizes she received
etc., After invocation the kuratti describes the hero and the time
when her love would bear fruit. The arrival of Singan and his
friend is then described.

The composer of the work calls this work as ‘Daivat turai
Kuravanchi (divine Kuravanchi), Pugazh Kuravanchi (Kuravanchi
of fame), Thiru Kuravanchi (auspices Kuravanchi), Sirgara
Kuravanchi  (delightful Kuravanchi) and Maivalakanni Mak-
Kuravanchi’., That the work is of great literary merit is also
alluded to. The village Sikkal is called Sikarai and is equated to
Kasi in its sanctity. The presiding deity is mentioned as ‘Pal
Nadi Arasu’. The Lord referred to as the God of the Mountain,
seems to allude to the structural aspect of the temple.

The local legend of Sage Vasishta’s worship and the :Linga
being formed of butter, and Vasishta’s effort to carry the Linga
and his failure and detailed in this text. Among other legends
alluded to the story of Pazhaiyanur Neeli, the Lord’s rule as the
Pandya of Madurai, and also the story of the chaste wife deserve
special mention,

The poet introduces at places, appropriate proverbs and also
uses colloqual words suited to the characters and situations. He

iit



heightens the poetic appeal by repeating the words or employing
aliiterations at suitable places. The mountains referred to in the
work are—

Indragiri, Indra Saila, Gandhamandana,
Garudagiri, Kailasa, Kedarasala, Caturagiri,
Chandragiri, Sutamalai, Surasala, Nilagiri,
Bhadragiri, Pavalamalai, Pannakagiri,

Balagiri, Meru, Manehdragiri, Mantrasala, etc.

Besides the well known rivers, the work also refers to
Navanadhi, Bhavani, Manikarni, Vegavati and others. The coun-
tries mentioned ate Anga, Vanga, [la, Karnataka, Kalyana,
Kalinga, Kekaya, Cochin, Kollam, Koda, Kosala, Sankha, Sava-
kam, Salavam, Singala, Sindhu, Chinam, Suram, Sonakam,
Trikutam, Tulukkanam, Tuluva, Tottiyam, Pulindam. Maccam,
Matangam, Maratam, Magadam, Madram, Malavam.

The author of this work is one Chockalingam Pillai also
called Chockalinga Pulavar, who hailed from Thiruvarur. His
father was one Suppa Pillai and the poet refers to his father in
a number of stanzas as ‘Suppa Pillai Arulthavathal Vantha
Maindan’ and ‘Arul Chockalinga Pulavar’. [tis seen that his
teacher was also named as Chockalingam.

The poet Chockalingam Pillai, the author of this work belong
to the Vellala Community know for its philonthrophic services
in the region. Sivaji Raja, Narayana Iyer, Suppa Pillai and
Annamalai Pillai are referred to as the patrons of this poet.
Sivajiraja is obviously the Maratta ruler of Thanjavur and the
son of Serfoji, the famous author of Kuravanchi works. Serfoji
died around 1832 aud Sivaji succeeded him. There is an internal
reference in this text that the country was under the rule of
Thanjavur Sivaji Raja and under the administrative set up of the
English. The other patrons of the poet were probably the resi-
dents of Thiruvarur and other places in Thanjavur District. From
the references in the text, it is seen that the work was completed
in the year 1852, year Parithapi, month Tai, date second and
day Wednesday.

The author calls himself a *School Master of Thiruvarur.’

Di. R. Nagasamy
Dr. of Archaeology: Department.
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MANNIPPADIKKARAI
NEELAKANTAR KURAVANCHI NATAKAM
By

SWAMINATHA IYER

Mannippadikkarai is a village about 1 km away from
Vazhkoliputtur, west of Vaitheeswaran Koil in Thanjavur District.
Inscriptions in the village refer to this as Tiruppadikkarai in
Rajaraja Nadu, a sub-division of Vrudha Raja -Bayankara
Valanadu. The village is also known by the names Adipuri and
Vyagrapuri.

The presiding deity of the village is called Nifakanta referred
to as Nilakantan Udaya Nayanar in inscriptions. Sundarar, the
celebrated saivaite saint, called this village as Mannippadikkarai
and has one hymn on the temple. The Siva Linga manifests
itself in five forms called Nilakantar, Padikkarai ‘Nayakar,
Mahadevar, Paramesa and Mukthiswara.  According to the
local Sthalapurana these five forms were worshipped by Dharma,
Arjuna, Bima, Nakula and Sahadeva, the Panchapandava
brothers. Two forms of the Goddess are found in the temple.
One is called Mangalanayaki and the other Amuthakaravalli. A
Valampuri Ganesa and a dancing form of Ganesa are also
found in the temple. The Dancing Ganesa is referred to in the
Sthalapurana and has a separate chapter in it called ‘Natana
Vinayaga Padalam.’ The sacred water sources go by the name
Brahmathirtham, Maani Aru and Kollidam. That this temple
was adored by the Panchapandava brothers, mentioned in the
Sthalapurana, is repsated by referred to in this Kuravanchi.
A number of episodes mentioned to in this text get clarified from
the Sthalapurana of the temple. This calebrated Sthalapurana
was composed by Meenakshisundaram Pillai, the great Tamil
Scholar of Thiru Siarapuram and has been edited and published
by Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer in 1907.

It is learnt that the Kuravanchi was composed by one
Swaminatha Iyer, son of Venkatesan, hailing from Adipuri. We

&—16



have seen earlier that the name Adipuri was given to Mannip-
padikkarai and so the composer seems to have been a native of
the place. The Author refers to the Maratta ruler of Pratap
Sing Raja, son of Thulaja Raja. The text is referred to as
‘Neelakandar Kuravanchi Natakam’. Obviously this was
composed for being enacted as a dance drama. The work is also
referred to as ‘Kurachintu’ and ‘Kurachandam’. The author ot
this work is a learned scholar deeply devoted to Neelakanta, the
deity of that village and has drawn inspiration from hymns of
Devaram Saints. From a verse in the text it is learnt that he
received the patronage of a noble belonging to a family of
Eyarkon Kalikkamar of fame and devotes considerable attention
to the story of Eyarkon Kalikkama Nayanar and Manakkancharar
in this work.

In the text interesting details for migrations of the Kurava
families are listed by the Kuravanchi.  The Kuravanchi’s
ability to read the future comes in for special treatment. Among
the kuravas the poet mentions the sub-divisions like Uppukuravar,
Punaikuravar, Nilakkuravar and Deiva Kuravar. The work also
mentions that the relatives of the Kurathi, like her aunt, sister,
sister-in-law and grand-mother are said to have read the fortunes
of Seetha, Sathyabhama, Saraswathi, Indrani and Chandramathi
of the Epics and Puranas. That the author was a student of
Jivagachinthamani is learnt from a reference to the Suramanjari.
Further, a number of accomplishments of the Kurathi are listed.

The poet refers to Pratap Sing Maharaja of the Rajalakula,
hisson Thulaja Raja, Manoji Boopa Parasuramendra, Muthaiah,
Rayarautha and Thanikaraya who are mentioned in the text.
Also are found Alagappa, Subramania, Mayilerumpermal,
Velayutham and Arumuga in the work. Another point, worthy
of note, is the listing of temples on the northern and southern
banks of the river Cauvery in the Chola country numbering over
190, in addition to other important places of sanctity.

Dr. R. Nagaswamy,
Director of Archeology Department.
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