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FOKEWORD

BY
MRRBy T C SRINIVASA IYENGARAvL B ABL
High Court Vakil, MADURA,
MEMBER, LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MADRAS
AND
Honorary Secretazy, MADURA TAMIL SANGA\Q
MADURA
e O
T(iiolkapplam 18 the earhiest work m the
Tamil language now extant. The author
Thrinathoomagm Mum, son of Jamathagni
Rishy, is one of the twelve disciples of Ag'nsthy(\. ‘
the patron suint of the Tatls. Being a Bhargava,
he goes by his family name in its diavidiamsed
form. and as such s famihaily known as
Tholkappiar (@srersridlur)

The introduction to the work was written
by Panambaranar, the authoi’s fuend and
colleague as a disciple. From it we learn that

. the work was read out to learned men m the
presence of Athankotasan auoqzet of the eminenk
disciples of Agasthys, in the coart of thePandiyan
King, That the.work must have passéd through
the critical ordeal and won high approbation
# tigtne ont by two undaubted cizeumstances



vy

viz that, after this "work, tifat darler work of
the master Agasthys, bec#ine obselete and that
1 spite of many later learned wurks on the
Subject @svarsruus and 1fs claesical comfnen-
taries have, thiough all the time extending over
sevelal centniies, continued to be the source of
authority m grammar.

It 18 difficult to fix the date of this great work.
That 1t 15 very ancient goe§ without saying.
This work 1s sa.d to be & woik of the second
of the renowned Sangams The 1ntrBductory
verse of Panambaranar states that the work 1s
full of the punciples from Amthra Vyakarnam.
It18 deducible therefrom that when Tholkupplam
was composed either Pamniya Vyakarnam did
not exist ot had not attained any celebrity 1f
the inference be correct, the work must have
been composed 5 or 6 centuries before the
Christian era '

Malava: Mahalinga Ayyar was the first to
print the 1st book of this work, The late
€. W. Thamotharam Pillai, several years ago,
laid the Tamils, under a deep debt of grati
tude by bringing out 13 print an edition of all
the 8 books of this work with the comwentary.
Bome years back that indefatigable worker in
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the cause of Tannl, Mr Bavanantham Pillai,
brought out an edtion of the 31d book of this
work with commentary, The Madura Tamil
Sangam pubhshed a section of one of the books
of the work with v commentary Mr M Raga-
viengat the chief Tamil® Pandit of the Taml
Lexicon*Commttee, has, at the instance of Dr.
Sr1 Kanta Latt. D of Colombo written a lueid
exposition of the principles of the thwd and
biggest book of @sraverrue 1n fine prose and
this was published by the Madura Tamil Sangai
1ecently.

My friend Pandit P C. Punnaivananatha
Mudaliar’s pluchy attempt to bing out & nea
and handy edition of the Text alone of the great
wotk for easy and ready reference with head
notes of the subject matter of the Sutrams, will
Jbe widely appreciated and encouraged. Though
the woik requires no introduction to the public,
still, 1t 13 a great pleasure to me to comply with
wy friend's desire to write this brief preface.

Madura T C. SRINIVASAN,
2imgty }
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