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PREFACE.

“'I'yuth is the property of the Infinite,
The pursuit of Teath of the Pinite™—on Muller.

I bringing oub o seeond odition of the Thirkuttala
Fwravanji some fifteen vears afler the fivst, the present
editor desires {0 suv o fow thinas which may serve to
capire the attention of tha Tamil reading publie, that may
in the absenee of an introduetim, pass this by as 8 minor
literary producy of seeonduy importanes To the  edifor
himsell, the task is bosh a lbour of love and the fulfihnent
of a pions duty towards the anthor wlose descendant e is.
But the averwee reador tnd eeaders of Tunil are, alas,
too rare and have £ b ereht warily mav nob earg o go
on upless he knows something of the anthor and his work.

Tromy thne o time in the history of onr plynet, men
have sormne an renarkabls for their scholarship or their
wisdom or their eapacity to saeritien thmnselves whole-
heartedly for the pablic cood: and even those who have
shuilled off this martal eoil have left their wisdom and
exnerienca for the henefit of pastarity in the shape of hooks.
Sonthern Tndiy can alsy hoast of sueh areat men. One
such was Thivulouta Rajappan Rarirayar, the author of the
present worle. He was hornat Mr dugaram neax Cow W/am,
Tinuerelly District. abont two hunlred and fifty years ago
(within two decades more or less).  He was the :Luth-of_’ of
fourteen works, threa of which have appoared in print, v
Thirakknttaly Kumvm nii, Thiral Lutmhpula,mm J‘.‘Ei.

'Phn‘u l\nr_h_m'ml i, The works hoth published and
nnpuhlnhml are ramarkable for their literary merit and
devotional value, anl that too in a land whero devotional

poetry is by no means rare, The present work—the
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Kuravanji—won the approval of a conelave of Tamil
pandits bronght together for the purpose by the Pandyan
Eing, Muthuvijayaranga Chokkalinga Nayakar, at Court-
allam. The king was so mightily pleased that he honoured
the poet with the tifle of temple ridwan of Thirukuttalam,
and granted him lands almost adjacent to the temple, which
to this day arc known as Kuravanji Medu. The date of
the grant, a copper-plate one, is the 12th of T7az of the
vear 1640 (Salivahana Tira) corresponding to 891 of the
Malayalam Tra or 1718 an. According to tradition, the
poct was about 70 vears old at the time. The lands so
granted were inherited by and are also now in the enjoy-
ment of the editor and his revered hrother, M. R Ry.
K. Q. Vaithilingam Pillai Avergal.  Among the confem-
poraries of the anthor, speeial mention must he made bf the
eminent  Tamil  devotional  poet, Tayumanavar, and
Namasivayakavirayar of Vikramasinghapuram, an ancestor
of Mathava Sivagnana Yogi who won immortal renown by
his Mapadiyam rand other great works on the Saivy
Siddhanta.

The work "itself is unique in character.  Titerary
precedents it had none: one or two have attempted to follow,
but with indifferent success. It belongs to the oceneral
class of street dramas, & style of performance which still
persists, though unhappily fast dving out. The modern stage
with its garish lights, flaunting curtains and fetid
atmosphere seeks to blend all the effects of action, song and
seenerv, but lamentably fails to create any effect. The
illusion it produces is in its own mind, not in that of the
gpectator: and the solitary pleasure the latter derives is the
melancholy™satisfaction that without anv special effort on
his part, he can inhale all the disease bacilli known and
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unknown to Science. And iu reburn for this, he has to
pay and that richly. In what a refreshing consrast to all
this is the street-show! Nature provides the stage and most
of the lighting cffect ; the open theatre does away with the
heat and discemfort of the modern stage. The players
depend for ther livlihood not on the gate, but on charit-
able endowments  The audience is in a sweeter, cleaner
and more receptivermood and the * philosophic pill ” ad-
minisiered through the play goes down casily, though it
cunuob bogst of wuch “ gilding.”

o provide a free show goes a long way to securc an
audicnes; bub to keep the audicncs one musb capbure
ity binsination,  And what is batter caleuluted to do this
than w lve-tule? The strect-shows are thus tales of love,
from 1ts inception to its consumwasion, present or
expected.

Soutle Liwlian devotisnal literalare, Grod-intoxicabed as
it 13, kuows of no highor or wore appesling sywnbolism
than the refined lve of man wnd womon. The sl seeking
its creutor is like the hign-born lady who has had a glimpse
of the royal lover, but_hus missed hiwn, and sits waiting for
hin, tov ignorant of she world bo set oub to seck him, too
modest o confess her love and too inuch unsottled to hide
it successlully.  1dven thus does the Devins spark koep
troubling this linite clod, Gill ab kst i6 rejocns the parent-fire.
The Liernal Onz has divided ilself ento bwo, whiclh ever scek
o incrye themselves each i the obher.  Aal on thy finibs
plane, aobhing can synoiis: b0is Dusssr tava Du nan love.
Wi nobier aim can a pay nuve shaa bo capbure the mind
of w erowd with w talo 01 Ve BG all B1G Walle Poluss bo
the higher way?



Lie fovman=divine lore molif was, then, common tu
South Indinn literature.  The wuiqueness of the present,
work consists in the introduction of the Nuralhi and the
duplicalion of the loce theme. The Kurarars of fordaiy are
very depressed class, and 16 is with diflicabty that they ar
nob treated wholesale as o criminal tribe Their odes of
livelilood are precarious; they are still noted only foy
basshet-making © they are known to snare birds and suall
animals, including vermin like bandicooss : their hife i,
meaoword, squalids Bub nol so very long ago, bheirs
would seemn to biawve been a picturesiue life, 1o judge Trom
this work. They were then as now esseubialiy vonudic, anil
the wandering life of these gipsics seeins to have given them
a fund of expericnee and  quaing knowledge.  The gipsy-
wornnh alone scems o bave preserved traces of her wncient
lore, for she is still sought awlier bo tell e forbuaes or tabloo
the bodies of Ler highor pliced sisters A vowming care-
Sree dife with its ups and downs and its imnumnerable poinbs
of contaet with people high aud low. of various climes and
communitics, would necessarily polisiv the wit of the dullest
person s and the Nareears, to jdze from the Kirnvanit
would appear to have been anybhing bat w dull loi - "The
seeues  where Singan she Kuravan) and  Singt (the
turashi) appear are indeed Twll of bhe most sparkling wit
The introduction of such characters in a strect-play  was
culeulated to enliven the interest and relieved the tedinm
incidental to the otherwise {rail strucbure of such pluys,
To do this withuut doiug vivlence to the i theme was
@ strole of gentws Lor which our aubhor deserves unstinted
praise.

L'he heroine, o lovely maiden aceowmplished in all the
arts and graces of the period, is oub playing tennis, which
appears to have boen even shen quite a lady-like accowplish-
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ment.  While thus engaged, she sees Thirakudawnathar
(the deity of Courtallum) come oat in procession. She feels
strangely aftecied, but does not quite vealise what her
sinadady i3 or what the csuse of whie troable is. The cold
wwoniighe and the delicious breeze) otherwise so welesine,
Iawve now hecote torme-nts, along with all thoughts of love.
Shie ehides the Moon and Capid for their crurity Lo one in
her helpless condition  She conununes with her com-
panions il fineds gut she s fallen i love. Bul who s
her fover 7y When wiil e gome again? - Or will he come ab
all 7 Is this passioa Lo be frudbless 7 Isoall that is left to
her only o pine away (her bangles are already slipping off
)

her arms) and die 7 AV this juncturve appears the Kieathi.

She may know something of this mysterions Tover, for she

. . .
i a el travelled person. She has zone round  the

whole of Indiw even to the confines of China. She has ineb
many roval personages wid has been vichly rewarded by
thent,  And o besides s she nob mistress of Lhe oceudl?
She is bronght in amd questioned,  Of course, the cause of
the trouble is plain o here She knows who the lover is,
atud deseribes not only Ling bat alss his country and hig
abode. 1'row the lips of the gipsy we et ane of the finest
deseriptions of Courtallan and its precinets * The heroine

Pocts yearning to cnjoy and describe the glories of Naturce
can find no hetter plice than Courtallam.  lés woods and its
water-fulls combine niajesty with grace  'The heart exalted by the
sight at once turns lo thoughts of worship, and whoe more worthy
of worship than the Lord Siva appearing here in human form
as Kurmm Pala Isar, the Lord of Short Jack Tree” 'The original
tree is still in existence, and if 1t is the same as the one mentioned
by Tiru Gnana Swabandhar, must be over 1,000 years old.  This
is a very greab age, but not improbable, in view of the clabm that
the bodhs tree at Anuradhapura is the same as the one planted by
Asoka’s sister, when she wenb on the mission to Ceylon.
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now knows all that she can know from an outsider. Des-
eription has served to illumine much that was dark before.
Concentration may now begin and realisation follow in s
wake.  'The gipsy has [ulfilled her function ; sheis suitably
rewarded and allowed to depart. .

This, however, is not the lask we sce of the Kurathi.
Hor intervention, though nos fprobable; is wore or less
machanicl or arbificial,  But the gipsy is no maching;
she iy o hawman being, capable of loving and being loved.
And the human interest is kept up when we sec her lover,
Singan, on bhe sbage.  Singan is w fine wan of his class,
expert 1o the walks of life commmon to his cowmunity.
While parsuing successlully his usual avocation of snariug
birds, he sces gl loves ber and follows her. He wisses
her for w while, and when ab st he finds ber, he is
bewildered at seeing her decked out in silk and gold. He
is jealous.  Where could she have got these? Has any
onc lore-stalled hiw? Then we hear Singi soothing him
and dispetiing his fears with her wondvous tales of the
counbries she had visited, the prople sie had met, and the
exhioition of her skill which bad brought her the gifts she
was showing off A love-tale gives little roow for the
dispiuy ol fistorecal or yoographical kuowledge; buu the tulg
of Singi’s travels abounds w such references.  We hear
of the Weluvai Mannwn, Stunananjy Thevan, Feremarcris
@ o) who provided a copper roof to the Uhitra Sabha al
Courbalium (bhis is one of the live sabhas of Natarajy's
mystic dancej; in the year 857 Makyaluul era we also
heur of Shonbwa Maran wao re-editled the Tenkasi temple
in the year 424 Malayalum Liva. These personages ave
hisvoricul  L'ne descripsion of the oruwinents gives us wi
interesting picture of the jowellery of vhe tiwme fushioned
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in the image of flowers, and birds and small animals.  Tb
is also interesting o note that while the Rumm/nn(t erp%
on the unhistorical ten heads of  Ravana, the Saiva
Scmayucharyas thonght more of his Sicabhakti and  the
satndly devotion of his wife, Mandothari, who Dl but o
eomamand to sceure the presence of the Lord to remaove Ter
Sfrom Ahis vale of sorrow

@ g7 cofloy B am 5211 1L QU 585 sollanm
I Go g Fas oo Gam — ~<m‘g‘.t|/-"
o Quiraayiguf HPFan g w5160

FAGKRTLI FI@anT - 1@,

This aspect of the Rarana story finds expression in the
vl and serves fo show the poofoud Sivabhalili of the
Ll hgr. (Readers who e farther interested in this subject
are reforved to the works of the lue Prof. P Sundaram
Pillai, anthor of Manowmaniyam, and my worthy friend
M. R. Ry, Rao Sahib V. P Subramania: Mudaline Avl,
a Tamil scholir and poet of no mean order).

The introduction of the seconl love theme has the cffect
of giving body to the play Tt mav he compared to the
effect of the bass in a piece of music.  The tune plved iy
good, but the hass and the tenor tocether make f{or the
richness of the music.  The tale of the soul in quest of God
is good; the tale of the man in pursuit of a woman is
common. Bus the good and the common put together
make this work what it is - excellent.

is also noz‘f-w ort]n/ Tt is the love of & woman in the one
case and that of a man in the other Tf psychologists are
correct, the love of a woman is and is bound to be purer,
fuller and more Jasting than that of aman. Is it not
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fitting that both these should be presented side hy side in
relation to and contradistinetion from  Dirine Tore which
indeed is the sole (heme and the wnderenrrens of the phiy ?
Divine Tiove 38 greaer than all; bat the saperiority of a
woman's love Lo man's, is that not an indication of the
superiority of God's Tisve fo the rest? ‘

Iinough has beene said by now about the charm and
distinetion of e weork. Those whe wonld know nore
must g0 bo the work itsell: for no eriticism can do justice
to its infinite vrace and beaunty. The editor has only
attempted o show that here is the prodaction of a paet of
the fivst rank. Ttomay he worth noting incidentally that
in common with other great pocts owr author seems Lo
have possessed the power of wifted expression,  which
apparentlv by itsell conld brine about whal was deswred or
wished.  Thus for insiance, he veferred to [lanji as
Meerwmilanji in the present work and ws Powndlonji in
the Thirnkdantiala Talapiranan: the prosperity of the
village Thnji seems to have dated from this periad.

The fame and popularity of the play mav be further
judged from the fact that the Rajale of Tanjore croatad an
endowment for its annaal stazine in the Sivy Temole at
Tanjorve, at the time of the Nararathri festival. The
performanece is given to thiz duy.

Reforence may be made to vome of the descendants of
the anthor to show how newr he was to our own times.
Thenost fumous of these was Srilasri Subramenia Desiga
Sw.onigd, the saintly and most illastrions former Pandara
Saunidhi of Thiruca Vaduthorai Mutt. He was a scholar
of great ronown, and a great patron of Tumil and Sanskrit
learning and Sonth Tndian Music. His praises have been
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sung by eminent men like the 1ate Maliridran Minakshi-
sunlaram Pillai, the late Christiun Scholar and Tamil
pock Vedanwyagun Pillai. and Mahamahopadhyaya Sri
V. Swamninatha Aivar Avergal whose fame is well known
t® the Tamil world.

Vaithilingn. Kavirayar, the eldor brother of the
Swamigal. was also w scholur of repute, both in Sanskrit
and Tamil. 1Le was invitad to the Courts of Travancore
and the Setupathi and Seithur and was held in grea
nsteemn.

The present Hoead Tamil Pandit of the Hindu College,
Tinnevelly, M. R Ry. M. C Subramanye Kevirayar Avl,
is ansther descendwnt  This gontleman’s seholarship was
recognisad recantly by the preseutation of a Khilat at the
time of the Prince of Wales” visit in 1922

The houss where the poet and Srilasri Subramonia
Desilea Pan Tara Sunnndhi were born still stands and is in
the possession of the present editor. [t was visited by the late
Ramnad Rajah Bhaskara Satnpathi) among others At the
suggestion of his esteemad friend, the present Raija of
Ramnad, His Highness Rajah Sethnpathy Srimath Hiranya
Garbayaji Ravikula Muthuvijuya Reghunatha Rajah Maba-
rajy Raja Sri Raja Rajeswara Sethupathy alies B, Muthu-
ramalinga Sethupathy Avergal, the editor has,carried out
extensive repairs to the houss so that it may eontinue o
stand for centuries and serve as a plaes of pilgrimage,
even like Saukara’s birth-placa at Kaladi  Many Saivite
devotees make it a point to visit the place  Gurapuja is
perforined every vear, and any slender profits accruing from
the publication of the poet's works ave devoted exclusively



10

to the peformance of the puja. May his life and works
ever be a source of inspiration to us and a light to guide
us t0 the Puth of Grace.

Rao Sahib. K. S. Karpagavinayagam Pillai,
25—10—"27.

K.C.Kn '+ CTOTION
REFE . .7 ONLY

Nore—The first edition was brought oat by M R Ry.
M. R. Aramachala Kavirayar Avergal of jthe Madura Tnil
Sangam, whohas rendered invaluible assistance to the present
adition as well by contributing illuminating notes ete The
present editor takes this opportunity of rendering him w full
measure of thanks as also to Sri Manivasaga Saranaliya Swamigal
of Kallal. Ramnad District, for his interesting and exhaustive
Tamil preface and to his uncle M R. Ry. M C. Sabramonia
Kavirayar Avergal for his sincere help in bringing ont this edition
with orace.
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