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Prefatory Note

‘THERE is a great mass of noble writing ready to hand
in Tamil and Telugu folk-literature, especially in the
former. To raise these books in public estimation, to
exhibit the true products of the Dravidian mind, would
be a task worthy of the ripest scholar and the most en-
lightened government. I would especially draw attention
to the Eighteen Books that are said to have received the
sanction of the Madura College, and are among the oldest
specimens of Dravidian literature. Any student of
Dravidian writings would be able to add a score of equally
valuable books. If these were carefully edited, they
would form a body of Dravidian classics of the highest
value! Thus wrote Mr. Charles E. Gover, member of
the Royal Asiatic Society, in his introduction to the Folk-
Songs of Southern India, printed in 1871.

Palamoli Ndniru is one of the two yet unpublished
of these Eighteen Books. -The author of this book
is a Jain King of Munrurai in the Pandiyan kingdom.
The book is so called because every stanza has a palamoli
(proverb) tacked to it at the end. The proverbs are
found altered here and there so as to suit the metre.

Though some of the proverbs lost currency in the
course of time, most of them continue to this day. Pro-
verbs are found occasionally used in other books of the
series, and also in later works. But there is not to be
found any other work in the ancient or the medieval
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classics in which proverbs are used so predominantly.
This is the most characteristic feature of this work.

A siitram in Tolkappiyam explains the nature and usage
of proverbs. The four hundred proverbs used in this
work were current in the time of the Last Academy at
Madura. They are said to be ‘ancient proverbs’ in the
author’s preface. This work must, therefore, prove a
valuable record for the antiquary interested in the ancient
civilization of the Tamils.

In almost every stanza the author addresses a king
(perhaps the then Pandiyan) or some lady in the third
line. The first two lines generally contain what the
author ‘wants to inculcate. The last line is a proverh.
The analogy between the subject matter and the proverb
in many stanzas is remarkable, and in some instances
ingenious, though occasionally it is obscure as the usage
of some of the proverbs is not now understood. In some
stanzas the proverbs serve as similes ; in others the truth
of the proverb-is illustrated by some classical allusion.

Though classical usages find a place here and there,
the diction in this work is not so happy as in Ndladi and
Kural. The style is pointed—characterized by distinct-
ness of meaning and pithiness of expression. The author
is more a scholar than a poet. What charm there is in
the book is afforded by the proverbs which rivet the
attention of the reader to what is said in every stanza.

-The author, though a Jain, is not of the orthodox ; in -
some stanzas where he refers to religious truth, he appears
to be free from all prejudice. His reference to certain
chieftains famous for liberality and to certain kings of the
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age of the Sangam and his borrowing from Kura} and
Ndladi lead us to infer that Palamoli might have begn
one of the later works of the Eighteen Kilkanakku. Some
stanzas from this work are quoted by Nachinarkiniyar in
his commentaries. About one hundred and fifty stanzas
are found included in an old yet unpublished poetical
anthology named Purathirattu.

Like the others of the series, this work treats of
Purushdrtham (objects suitable for a man). The work,
as it is found in the manuscripts, is only a collection of
notes from life, some of which are very valuable and
practical hints and suggestions not found even in Ndladi
and Kural. It is matter for regret that the author did
not himself classify and arrange his notes. The note
under ‘ @@sugiawseir’ (See the Tamil preface) by the
anonymous commentator who paraphrased the whole
book, also shows that there was no attempt made dt
classification and arrangement.

Mr. Subbaraya Chettiar, Tamil Pandit of the old
Normal School (now Teachers’ College), printed the bare
text for the first time in 1874, classifying the contents into
thirty-nine chapters of ten stanzas each (his manuscript
copy was perhaps incomplete). Mr. Arumukam Nainar,
Tamil Pandit of the National High School, Trichinopoly,
printed the text in 1904 as found in the manuscripts.
Some of the stanzas in both these editions are not in
accordance with the old paraphrase.

Having on hand my father’s manuscript copy, I enter-
tained the idea of publishing this work with the old
paraphrase many years ago. As the old paraphrase is
of very little use to ordinary students, I prepared
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Padavurai and karuthurai, and added notes wherever
necessary. To enable them to grasp the contents com-
prehensively, all the stanzas are classified under five
sections, each comprising a number of minor divisions,
and a heading is given to each stanza.

All the manuscripts, so far as I have seen and heard
of them, are incomplete. Wherever the paraphrase is
incomplete, I have inserted dots. My thanks are due to
Messrs. S. Anavarata Vinayakam Pillai, m.A, L.T,,
University Tamil Reader, A. Singaravelu Mudaliar, Tamil
Pandit of Govindu Naicker’s School, Madras, and T.
Kanakasundaram Pillai, B.A., Superintendent of Verna-
cular Studies, Christian College, Madras, for lending
their manuscript copies, and to Mr. V. O. Chidambaram
Pillai, for the help rendered while the work was passing
through the press.

PERAMBUR, T. C.
December 1, 1916
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WORSHIP OF THE DEITY
1

I. Learning

1. Learn when young : you cannot when old.

2. The more you learn, the more you realize your
ignorance,

3. Study hooks which would be instrumental in destroy-
ing birth.

4. Many are the advantages of learning.

5. Better gather from the discourses of the great than
from the cold page.

6. Family vocation comes by instinct.

7. The learned know the value of the learned.

8. The learned know the excellence of the learned.

9. Modest are the learned; themselves praise the illiterate.

10. Blamable deeds of the learned appear conspicuously

like the spot in the moon.

2. llliterate Men

11. An abstruse meaning given by an illiterate man is
not worth attention.

12. No learning: no ingenuity.

13. An illiterate man cannot well express an idea, how-
ever ingenious.

14. A subtle idea explained to the illiterate is only mis-
understood. '

15. Good advice to the illiterate ends in harm to the
adviser.

16. A challenge of the illiterate, to the learned, though
armed with a few chosen words, brings dishonour to them-
selves.
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3. Knowing the Tone of an Assembly

17. Understand the capability and inclination of an
assembly before you speak.

18. Two persons should not speak simultaneously in a
debate.

19. An answer which has no bearing whatever upon the
question, is like dressing the nose when the knee is bruised.

20. The illiterate who presume to speak in a learned
assembly ought to be dreaded and avoided.

21, The speech of the illiterate in a learned assembly is
like a song of a yokel sung in a village of bards.

22. The sounding by the illiterate of the knowledge of the
learned {s ridiculous like examining the teeth of an elephant.

23. The illiterate speaking despicably of the learned do
themselves harm.

24. An illiterate man who praises himself in an assembly
of the ignorant is like a coward who, dreading the valour of
his enemies on the field, darts his arrows on old pots at home.

25. Giving advice to any one of an assembly of fools, is
like pouring mango juice into the sea.

4. Knowledge

26. The greatness of knowledge is pre-eminent.

27. One who has knowledge shines better than a thou-
sand who have no knowledge.

28. Learning is of no avail without commonsense.

29, With the wise associate the wise.

30. The wise do not approach the ignorant.

31. The wise know their own nature.

32. The merit of the wise cannot be eclipsed.

33. Knowledge is better than wealth.

5. Good Manners

34. Persons of high birth and their good conduct.

35. Do not despise the gcod words of others.

36. Conduct yourself in accordance with your good
nature.

37. Conduct yourself so as not to be misunderstood by
‘others.
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38. Rectify yourself before you attempt to rectify others.

39. Avoid scandalous deeds even when your good is at
stake.

40. Deprive scandal of its tongue by virtuous conduct.

41, Scandal is no scandal to those who do not feel the .
shame thereof.

42, Slanderers are not in want of words.

6. Avoid Inflicting Evil

43. Do no evil to the poor.

44. Do nothing that will cause sorrow to others.

45. Do not despise and distress poor relations depending
upon you.

46. Evil inflicted on others in the forenoon will recoil
on vou in the afternoon.

47. The tears of the oppressed prove fatal to the op-
pressor.

48. Attempt not to ruin the wealthy and influential, for
you diaw evil on yourself.

49. Distress not those who distressed you.

50. Return not evil for evil.

7. Avoid Anger

51. The great are not provoked by the evil deeds of the
mean.

52. He is a fool whose anger cannot be appeased. Avoid
him.

53. Guard against anger and all evils vanish.

54. Do not be provoked by false reproaches directed
against you.

55. Do not mind the reproach of fools.

56. Why should you be affected when a person slanders
you to please your enemy who obliged him ?

57. Would the learned return the base words of fools ?

58. Do not lose patience and revile one who reviled you.

59. Bearing patiently the cruel deeds of others begets .
praise.

8. Avoid Offence to the Great
60. Do not pass through an assembly of the great.

61. Do not fall out with the great uttering harsh words.
62. Do not vex the great.
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63. * Would the great bear patiently more than once ?
64. One who taxes the patience of the great meets with
destruction.
9. Praise

65. Impropriety of praising oneself.

66. Do not accept undeserving praise.

67. Avoid praising despicable persons who flatter them-
selves.

68. To praise a person in terms inappropriate is as bad
as to praise one among the deserving many.

1]
1. Nature of Great Men

69. The greatness of the great is not surpassed.

70. They persist in rectitude even in adversity.

71. From magnanimity they swerve not even in adversity.

72, Even in distress they do not fall short in the
estimation of the wise.

73. ‘I'hey excel in magnanimity even though they be
illiterate.

74. Even feigned ignorance adorns them.

75. Theydo not wound any one’s feelings in an assembly.

76. They do no dishonourable deeds in private.

77. They avoid friendship with the wicked.

78. They do not covet others’ property even in distress.

79. The faults of the great are as glaring as the brand
on a white bull.

80. The faults of the vulgar are unnoticed while even a
single fault of the great glares as a beacon light.

2. Deeds of Great Men

81. They fulfil established duties even when in want.

82. They fulfil established duties even incurring debt,

83. They speak the truth impartially.

84. They continue to be friends even with those who
have wronged them.

85. They continue to do good even to friends who are
not good-natured.

86, They are kind even to enemies when they suffer
misery.



CONTENTS 13

87. They would condescend to live even with the ’vulgar
for their sake.

88. They would condescend to allow the vulgar to move
1in their company.

89. The adversity of the great is better than the
prosperity of the vulgar,

3. Nature of the Vulgar

90. Though they move in good company, they do not
improve in their nature.
91. Though they associate with the great, the vulgar
should not be mistaken for the great.
92, They are incapable of doing what the great do.
93. The vulgar cannot be taught wisdom.
94. The vulgar are stubborn.
95. Their nature never changes.
96. They never rectify the vicious course of their lives.
97. They fear not scandal.
98. They persist in scandalous deeds without finding
means to avoid them.
99. They rejoice at the sight of drink.
100. Though chastized they persist in evil.
101. Always they do sinful deeds.
102. Notoriety of the vulgar.
103. None good among the vulgar.
104. The evil of forsaking the good and fostering the
vulgar.
105. They do not deserve honours that are due to the
great.
106. They cannot acquire greatness, though wealth they
may acquire.

4, Deeds of the Vulgar

107. Their slandering the great is like the barking of
dogs at the moon.

108. They preach heterodoxy.

109. Doing good to them is like removing the tick from
the face of the tiger.

110 Irreclaimable even to those who suffered for them.

111. The vulgar turn against the person who murvenep
in their quarrel with their enemy.
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112. Provoking them in their own house is like removing
the linch-pin from the carriage you are driving in.

113. Do not live with them.

114. They bring misery upon themselves by their own
words.

115. Back-biters never mend.

116. They cannot be silenced.

117. They make the innocent who point out their faults,
appear to be guilty.

118. They reveal not the truth except in a law court.

119. All fear their bad conduct as they fear a mad man.

120. They annoy otherslike the gravel-stone in one’sshoe.

121. They dismiss faithful servants without any cause.

122. The prosperity of the vulgar and the adversity of
the virtuous are as unnatural as the floating of a grinding
stone and the submerging of a gourd.

123. Is there no poison for the extirpation of the vulgar ?

5. Friendship

124. The virtuous feel as if their friends are incorporated
with themselves.

125. Thoughts and words agree among friends.

126. Separation from friends is very painful.

127. Mere words cannot relieve friends from their
distress.

128. Accept friendship whoever the person may be that
offers it.

129. Do not avoid new friends for the sake of old friends
who have no affection for you.

130. Do not expose the weakness of your chosen friends.

131. Do not be indignant so as to cause ruin to a friend
whom you have established in life, though he is really in
fault.

132. Bear patiently the evil done by a friend as though
you were the cause of it.

133. Reveal your wants to those who can sympathize
and afford relief.

134. The impoverished have no friends.

6. Forbidden Friendsbip

135. Those who befriend with a purpose.
136. Those who help not in distress.
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. 137. Those who pray for their fnends after their death
w1thout rendering help when they were alive.

138, The vulgar readily believe the scandal against their
friends, and thus their friendship ends in evil.

139. Friendship with those who are not friendly pro-
duces no good.

140. Give up the friendship of those who are indifferent.

141. Persons who pretend to be friendly with both the
parties who are enemies, and increase their enmity, are like
a brand burning at both ends.

7. Discerning Others’ Nature

142. Discerning one’s nature by one’s deeds.

143. Sharpness of the eye.

144. Face is the index of the mind.

145. Those who can read one’s face understand one’s.
thoughts.

146. One’s birth reveals one’s disposition.

147. One’s disposition reveals one’s birth.

148. Know one by one’s company.

111
1. Perseverance

149. Every one must help himself.

150. Though illiterate, the wise man accomplishes what
he undertakes.

151. Without pains no one prospers.

152. One never thrives unless one makes the best of
what one owns.

153. Nothing impossible to the indefatigable.

154. Before undertaking to do anything, scrutinize your
resources, your friends’ resources and the result of the
attempt.

155. With proper means nothing is impossible.

156. Do nothing which will stand in the way of approach-

' ing fame. Persevere and you will find the necessary ability
latent in you.

157. One who does not stick to one patron never thrives.

158. What you have undertaken will end in loss, if you
leave it in the hands of an unsteady person.
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159. Do not think of entrusting to another what you can
do yourself.

160. Do not bemoan your fate, but try to remove your
misery.

161. Miscellaneous.

2. Accomplishing One’s Purpose

162. Accomplish your purpose by acting according to
the nature of the persons concerned.

163. The evil of making an enemy of one who has been
your support.

164. Use kind words so as to get your work done by
others cheerfully, even though they are your intimate friends.

165. Get your work done by others without finding fault
with them,

166. Get your work done by others by doing what wiil
endear you to them.

167. A business in which an idler is employed is never
accomplished.

168. No man will do your work without compensation.

169. Supervise frequently those who do your work.

170. Do not entrust your business to the vulgar.

171. ' Engage intelligent persons to do your work.

172. What is given to an educated employee is never
Jost.

173. Do not engage dishonest persons to do your work.

174. Get rid of useless employees without exposing
their faults.

175. A dishonest employee sent on your business to a
distant place never returns.

176. Business undertaken without a knowledge of its
.defect fails even when you are advised by an intelligent man.

3. Preserving Secrets

177. Confide in none in a business requiring secrecy.

178. Remove the ignoble when you hold secret council.

179. Do not reveal secrets to one before sounding one’s
sincerity.

180. Do not reveal secrets to the vulgar.
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181. Secrets are preserved by the wise, but they are
made public by the vulgar. .

182. If those who reveal secrets to friends without
scrutinizing them suffer, what about those who confide in
the insincere ?

4 Acting with Discrimination

183. Every man is the cause of his misery.

184. Even educated persons of good birth sometimes
speak indiscriminately.

185. Be guarded in speaking out even what you have
seen.

186. There is no use of a man interfering in a quarrel
between two persons, who would not take his words.

187. Seek the good near at hand, however small it may

188. Do what the people want you to do, even though it
is forbidden by the great.

189. Avoid deeds which are likely to bring in misery.

190. There are those who take an ell if you give them
an inch.

191. Sweet words never cause misery. .

192. Preserve your character, though you may have to
use tact in dealing with the good and the bad.

193. A man who has lost anything is apt to suspect even
great persons near him ; do not therefore take offence when
he suspects you.

194. Beware of hypocrites.

195. Miscellaneous.

5. Wealth

196. Influence of wealth.

197. The business of the wealthy prospers.

198. Men who have anything to accomplish will of
their own accord go to the wealthy.

199. All praise the wealthy.

200. Wealth and its possessor protect each other.

201. A little saved daily swells into a large fortune.

202. Do not despise a person having a small capital; he
may eventually become wealthy.

2
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203. The wealth of persons with a large income is
inéxhaustible.
204. The wealthy do not stoop even when impoverished.

6. Safeguarding Wealth

+ 205. Barn and save enough to sustain you and your

relations.

206. Safeguard your property yourself; do not entrust
it to others.

207. Keep your valuable property in a safe place.

208. Savings left with the vulgar for custody are lost
for ever.

209. Your property left with the vulgar is not fruitful to

ou.
210. It is impossible to recover property once let slip
out of your hands.
211. “ What is lent never returns.
212. Demanding a debt produces unpleasantness.

7. Wealth that Profits Not

. 213. Ill-got wealth will not do for charity.

214, Wealth acquired by the uneducated brings only
misery to them.

215. Evensome educated persons are close-fisted, neither
giving their wealth to others nor enjoying it themselves.

216. A miser’s wealth is robbed by others.

217. Wealth loses its charm when it is not spent in
charity.

218. What though they fear sin or not—those who do
not spend their wealth in relieving the needy ?

219. The wealth of persons not spent in charity, will not
serve them in their next birth.

220. It is not commendable to help strangers in prefer-
ence to your distressed friends and relations.

221. Even the bad acquire wealth as the result of good
deeds in their former birth.

222, Some pretend to help, but do not.

223, Some promise to help while they cannot.

224, They get nothing who beg of the hard-hearted.
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225. One who does not give to the poor who expeci: his
help cannot obtain beatitude.
226. That which is given to the discontented is only so
much lost.
8. Fate

227. Perseverance is of no avail when fate prevails.

228. Our actions are influenced by out fate.

229. Miseries doomed to happen do happen.

230, Whatever is doomed will happen, will ye nill ye.

231. Fortune approaches only those for whom it is
destined.

232. One cannot acquire large wealth in this birth unless
one had laid up good deeds in one's former birth,

233. Wealth arrives only at the time destined.

234. People escape any danger if they are destined to
live.

235. Fate transforms even evil into good.

236. One prospers according to the good deeds done in
one’s former birth,

237. No good to those who are ill-starred.

238. Distress caused by enemies is the effect of deeds
done in one’s former birth.

239, There are none who do not reap the benefit of good
deeds done in their former birth.

240. The wise do not fear impending evils.

1v
1. Royalty

241. The king should chastise the guilty though they
be dear to him.,

242. Youth and old age are left out of consideration in
the dispensation of justice,

243. The king must be impartial to the rich and the poor.

244, Collect tax without teasing the subjects.

245. Collect tax in whatever form, without leaving
arrears.

246. To collect oppressive tax from the subjects and
protect them is not good policy.

247, There is no remedy for the subjects if the king
turns out a tyrant.
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248, Those kings are impoverished who do not quell
their enemies and dispense impartial justice to their subjects.

249. Enemies even with powerful armies cannot conquer
a king who is kind to his subjects.

250. A kind sceptre quells the might of enemies.

251. No man’s authority can overwhelm the sovereign’s
authority.

252. Kings can make or unmake their faithful dependants.

253. It would prove dangerous to the king, if he raises
to his level those who are bent on self-aggrandizement.

254. You cannot but submit when the king unjustly
enslaves you.

255. Do not entrust mean persons with authority.

256. Kings can by their words make very submissive
even those who did immense evil to them.

257. 'Those who approach the great never go unbenefited.

¥ 2. Ministers

258. The king’s court is an index of his capability.

259. As is the king so are his ministers.

260. The decision arrived at in a crisis by the king who
has not many wise ministers, is not good.

261. A king should attract capable ministers to his
service.

262. Ministers who are masters of their minds, words
and deeds are the cause of people’s prosperity.

263. A king should accept the advice of his ministers
though it may be disagreeable at first.

264. If the king swerves from the right path, the
ministers redeem him even by means of deception.

265. The learned will not do anything which will provoke
the king, even if he should do sinful deeds productive
of evil.

3. How to Serve under a King

266. What is the good of idling away your time without
doing what you have been ordered by the king?

267. One who does what was ordered by the king is
eventually benefited.

268. Relations requested to do something by the king
should do it at any risk.
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269, They obtainveryvaluable things whodo whatpleases
the king without breaking off from him when he frowns.

270, The credit and benefit go to him who has success-
fully accomplished a task ordered by the king.

271. Those who are attached to powerful kings never
fear others.

272. The people esteem those whom the king esteems.

273. Those who are attached to the king need not ask for
any favour.

274. Itis not desirable to obtain favours through servants
when you are familiar with the king. :

275. Objects can be realized when properly represented
to the king at the proper moment; hence a servant in the
zenana can help better than a minister in the court.

276. Do not aim at things desired by kings.

277. Do not despise a fallen king ; he may yet have the
power to harm you.

278, He who intercedes between two kings suffers evil.

279. Some win over the king by money unlawfully
earned in his service.

280. To murder treacherously the king who had favoured
and advanced you is to bring down ruin upon yourself.

* 281. Do nothing which may arouse malice in the king.
282, To frown upon the king is to put an end to oneself.
283. Do not tax the patience of the king by repeating

what would offend him.

284. When a person is falsely slandered before a king,
try to convince the king of the falsehood.

4. Enemies
- 285. They attain no fame who have no strength of their
own, though they have powerful friends. B

286. Nip your enemy in the bud.

287. Do not wait till your enemy harms you.

288. Extirpate your enemies by any means.

289. Your enemies will have no confidence in you even if
you protect them.

290, You cannot make peace with enemies who hate you
bitterly.

291, Do not volustarily make an enemy of one who is
more powerful than vou.
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292. Do not incur the enmity of those who are friends of
the powerful,

293. It is wrong to fight with the strong.

294. It is not good to provoke powerful enemies.

295. Braggarts who provoke the stronger enemy lose
their lives.

296. Old enemies never become faithful friends.

297. Feigned friendship is worse than open enmity.

298. Are open enemies so dangerous as feigned friends?

299, To seek passionately the death of an enemy already
conquered is not commendable.

300. It is not worth your while to make the weak your
enemy.

5. How to Put Down Enemies

301. Personal beauty is potent in winning over enemies.

302. Submitting silently to the strong and behaving
overbearingly to the weak make you appear strong though
you are weak.

303. In spite of your personal bravery, secure the help
of many persons to win your enemies, weak though they be.

304. When a strong enemy prepares to attack you, seek
an ally who will press him n the rear.

305. Try to win over to your side those who are capable
of helping your enemy.

306. Create an enemy to your enemy : you may then
easily conquer him.

307. Crush your enemy with the help of his enemy.

308. Root out your enemy with the help of his feigned
friend.

309. . Do not befriend the enemy whom you failed to
conquer.

310. Four ways of winning your enemy.

6. Warriors

311. True warriors prove their valour by open fight in

the battle-field.
312. One who would die for his king would not go over
to the enemy’s side.
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313. One who cannot fight against the enemy, and yet
complains that he is not honoured by the king, goes to ruin.

314. Warriors fight out bravely to the end whether ‘the
king recognizes their valour or not.

315. Let others but not yourself praise your victory.

316. Deeds, not words, to put down your enemy.

317. However strong one may be, it is dangerous to
attack an enemy far stronger.

318, Having once boasted before the king's assembly
that you will conquer, do not shrink from the enemy without
venturing for victory.

319. It is ignoble to overwhelm the weak mercilessly,
while you yield without resistance to the strong.

320. Cowards, though secure in a well-fortified place, fall
into the hands of the enemy out of fear.

321. Braggarts seek the patronage of the king by
boasting of their valour.

322. Sowme obtain their bread by boasting of their heroic
ancestors.

323. A fool can never become a hero.

324. A king, who has no enemy stronger than himself, is
not in quest of young warriors.

325. Those who are weak ought to make their army
appear portly rather than attack the enemy.

326. Having refused to give their daughter in marriage
to the king, the women of the warrior clan declare war
against him,

v
I. Household Life

327. Miscellaneous.

328. Be contented with what you obtain from your friend
who heartily supports you.

329. Though dire poverty oppresses you at home, keep
up decent appearance in public.
- 330. Those well-to-do persons are fortunate whose wives
do things untold and treat guests hospitably.

331. A father must anyhow make his children walk in
virtuous ways. .

332. Mothers are partial to some of their children.
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333. A lady refusing the intervention of a bard on behalf
of her husband.

334, Keep away from women ; their looks quell one’s
bashfulness.

335. Do not enter all alone even a friend’s house.

336. There is no good of keeping watch over a woman
who will not guard herself.

337. Let not the rich go to the poor as guests, as it taxes
their resources heavily.

338. Without kind words all the help rendered to relieve
the poor becomes useless.

339. It is real penance to be equitable to all whether they
treat you ill or well,

340. Return anything entrusted to you without delay
when the owner wants it.

341. It is good to have one to help you.

342. It is not commendable that one who has renounced
the world should eat flesh when affected by disease.

343. Why resort to animal sacrifice, when you can obtain
salvation by kindness to all creatures.

344. Be ever grateful to one who has done you any good,
however small.

345. Even though one who has done good offends you,
it is not desirable that you should offend that man.

346. To plot evil against your benefactor is to lay the
axe on the branch that supports you.

347. To join the enemy of your benefactor and slander
him is to set fire to the house which gave you shelter.

2. Relations

348. What is the good of the persons who do not sym-
pathize with those who seek their help ?

349. What are the poor to do if they are not helped by
their rich relations ? They must only help themselves.

350, One’s true relations are those that relieve Kim in
distress.

351. However indifferent relations may appear to be yet
they render help eventually.

352. Relations, though unkind before, will not stand
aloof when they find you in overwhelming distress.
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353. Take advice from relations though their remarks be
cutting.

354. Render help like a'relative to one who regards you
as such.

355. It results in unpleasantness even if brothers live
long together.

356. Do not gamble with your relations.

3. Doing Virtuous Deeds

357. It is commendable that the wealthy should do
virtuous deeds, and at the same time be merciful.

358. Real treasure is not money hoarded, but what is
spent in doing virtuous deeds after satisfying one’s wants.

359. When one gets wealth, let one spend it in doing
virtuous deeds so as to benefit one in the next birth also.

360. One who does virtuous deeds gets praise in this
world and blessings in the other world.

361. Do virtuous deeds before you die.

362. Induce a wealthy man to do deeds of virtue.

363. The good induce others to do deeds of virtue if they
be negligent.

364. Deeds of virtue, when directed towards the deserv-
ing, bring benefits in the next world.

365. Do deeds of virtue as far as possible.

366. Do deeds of virtue uninterruptedly.

367. Do excellent deeds of virtue at least for a short
time, though you have been negligent for a long while.

368. Spend your money in deeds of charity, because
many are ready to usurp it. '

369. You cannot prevent Death by the money saved ;
spend it in deeds of charity.

370. Mercy is the source of virtue. Virtuous deeds with-
out mercy are of no avail.

371. Simulation of saintly virtue brings scandal in this
birth, and also tethers one to a next birth.

4. Liberality

372, Spend a little in thls birth and get a large return in
the next.
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373. Relieve the miserable. What you save and hide
will not serve you but only the king.

374. Riches, lying idle, when discreetly utilized in
charity, produce everlasting good.

375. Noble are those who relieve the wants of the poor
without being asked.

376. Those who are accustomed to be liberal relieve the
poor even when in straitened circumstances.

377. However poor you be, give what you can spare to
the needy, though they may deprecate your gift. Alms-
giving never made any man poor.

378. The more you spend in charity, the more your
wealth increases.

379. Gifts are in accordance with the nobility of the
donors ; not in accordance with the state of the recipients.

380. Those who are naturally liberai give their best with-
out desiring praise.

381. Even in straitened circumstances, the liberal give
their best.

382. True liberality consists in giving away whatever
one has to any that asks for it.

383. Those who give for fame are like those who work
for wages.

384. When more than one ask for anything simulta-
neously, even a benevolent man hides it.

385. A person who aims at anything great should not
seek the patronage of one who cannot fulfil his desire.

386. There can be no remedy when the king takes away
the surplus wealth of his subjects.

5. Salvation

387. Even the estimation of kings is not desirable. Self-
control is all-in-all for this as well as the next world.

388. Do the needful in time for the next world.

389. What is the good of this body, if after successfully
performing household duties, you do not assume the duties
of an ascetic ?

390. Those who waver between household life and
ascetic life, do not get the blessings either of this world or
of the next.
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391. Death is not scared away by one’s wealth, fame,
strength, beauty, youth and birth. (The wise, therefore, re-
nounce the world). '

392. Give up your desires so as to attain salvation.

393. Infatuated by transitory pleasures, some continue
in household life without embracing ascetic life.

394. If you adhere to household life, you are undone.
Wives and children are so many fetters.

395. Why do you have regard for the body after forsak-
ing your relations and riches ?

396. One's good deeds, however numerous, are not
enough to cancel one’s bad deeds.

397. Birth disappears when the causes thereof are ripped
off.

398. Habit becomes second nature; avoid, therefore,
any habit which will stand in the way of salvation.

399. Hold fast what is good among the tenets of the
various religions ; it gives you the greatest blessing.
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