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FOREWORD.

MY aim in writing this book has heen a
humble one. The book does not pretend to be a
full revelation of Kalidasa's genius or a complete
delineation of the perfections and potencies of
that marvellous epoch of our history when India
wgs most fully herself and therefore gave light
and leading to the world at large. I shall endeav-
our to assay that ambitious task on a later
occasion. I have sct before myself in this book a
much smaller and humbler object. [ have long
felt that, though India was easily the first and
the greatest of story-tellers in ancient times and
though the fables of Bilpay (Panchatantra) and
other Indian stories have circled the globe, yet
the contribution of modern India to the litera-
ture of amusement and delectation (especially in
the case of the young) has been very poor in-
deed. On the other hand, the record of modern
Europe and of America, both by way of preser-
ving and perpetuating fairy tales andother child-
ren’s stories of ancient times and of fashioning
new realms of joy and wonderland for children,
has been remarkable in its range and diversity
and imaginative bloom and grace and attrac-
tiveness. A patriotism which is undoubtedly
sincere and passionate but which is pre-occupied:
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with grave issues and -forgets the real place of
imagination as a moulder of patriotic feeling,
especially in the minds of children, will never
be able to achieve that radiant and continuous
buoyancy and energy without which all nation-
al etfort will be spasmodic and lacking in pro-
gressive power and fruitfulness, It is as a
contribution in the above direction that this
work is intended. 1 shall esteem it as a piece of
good fortune if this work meets with pubiic
acceptance and approval and if we have soon a
goodly crop of books which will stimulate the
imagination and patriotism of our boys and girls
and which will bring about in our land the inner
Kumdarasambharva or the birth of the true spirit
of Indian hercism which, by its victorious self-
realising power of peace and harmony and god-
liness, will bring into existence the greater and
the happier India of the future.

K.S. RAMASWAMI SASTRI.
3rd May 1926.
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