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Prefatory Note

< There 1+ a great mass of noble writing
ready to hand in Tannl and Telawu folk-litera-
tare, especially i the former. Mo rase these
books in public estimation, to exhilnt tHe true
produects of the Dravidian mmnd, would be a
task worthy of the ripest scholar and the most
enhohtened government 1 would especially
draw attention to the Kighteen Books that arve
satd to have receved the sancton of the Madura
College, and are among the oldest specimens of
Dravidig hiterature. Any student of Dravidian
writmgs would be ab'e to add a <cove of equally
valuable books. I these were cavefully edited,
they would form a bodv of Dravinian classics ol
the Tighcst valne.” Thus wrote Mr (harles
K. Gover, member ol the Royal Asiatic Society,
m s miroduction to the Folk-Songs of Sou-
thern India, printed 1 1871. Ths desire was to
a great extent accomplished by v-c~ams hke
Arumuka Navalar, Damodaram Pillu, and
Swaminadaiyar (Mahamahopadhyaya).  The
Mahamahopadhyaya rescued m time most of
the “scoze of equally valuable hooks” con-
demned to oblivion in private and public libraries
m Southern India. These pubhecations have
helped Archaeologists and Epigraphists in ma-
king many discoveries, and Historians in deter-
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mining their perspective. Two more of those
“valuable books ¥ @wi@sres snd wpHnr
have recently been published by other scholars,
Very few yet remain to be pubhshed. .

Of the Eighteen Books only about half a
dozen have been edited by scholars of repute.
Some, very badly printed long ago, are now not
availahle. Two or three have not yet been printed.
One of them was a puzzle to the Tamil world
for a, whole century. Sriman Swornam Pillai
of the Tinnevelly Hindu College deserves all
credit for reclaiming 1t from Lethe 1t is a copy
ade by (8@ Cuedl §rsfer adf rrwi) Tirumeni
Ratna Kaviroyar, guthor of Maran Alankaram,
a Tamil scholar of vast erudition, who lived
in the eighteenth century. This book is (@eir
o) Innilai by (Quriienswai) Poikaiyar, anthor
of Kalavall Narpadu. This will, it is hoped, come
‘out ere long.

fcharakkovm, one of the Eighteen Books,
was Rrst pnbhshed by Twmllaiyambur Chandra.
sekara Kaviroyar with the old commentary in
1857 &=5-1 issued two editions, one in 1893,
and the other in 1898. I now 1ssue a third edi
tion, adding only a few notes here and there,

Porambur, Madras
15, Feb, 1916. } T. G
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